Labour  unlikely  to  join  single  currency  in  1999 


■ 


By  Philip  Webster 
POLITICAL  EDITOR 

THE  Labour  leadership  is  edging 
(towards  a  decision  to  stay  out  of  the 
ftrsr  wave  of  a  European  single 
currency  if  ir  goes  ahead  in  1999. 

The  party's  most  influential  fig¬ 
ures  are  privately  voicing  serious 
doubts  over  whether  a  Labour 
government  coming  to  power  next 
year  would  want  to  make  such  a 
momentous  move  so  soon  after 
entering  office. 

Labour  is  committed  to  seeking 
the  country's  approval  of  a  single 
currency  either  through  a  referen¬ 
dum  or  a  general  election,  bur 
opinion  is  hardening  at  the  top  of 
the  party  for  that  test  to  be  delayed 


—  possibly  until  the  general 
election  after  new.  Cordon  Brown, 
the  Shadow  Chancellor,  appears  to 
the  only  senior  figure  to  believe  that 
that  the  manifesto  for  the  coming 
election  should  be  so  explicit  us  to 
give  a  mandate  for  entry  without  a 
referendum. 

Both  Tony  Blair  and  Robin  Cook, 
the  Shadow,’  Foreign  Secretary, 
favour  retaining  the  present  am¬ 
biguous  stance  which  would  mean 
that  an  election  victory  next  year 
could  not  be  seen  as  authorising 
entry.  And  senior  Shadow  Cabinet 
figures  view  the  prospect  of  a 
referendum  campaign  in  the  early 
months  of  a  Blair  government  with 
horror  because  of  the  heavy  weight 
of  constitutional  and  other  legisla¬ 


tion  it  is  committed  to  introducing. 

Were  Mr  Blair  to  want  to  take 
Britain  into  the  first  wave,  he 
would  have  to  make  that  plain  by 
next  autumn  when  he  would  have 
to  promise  legislation  to  make  the 
Bank  of  England  independent.  But 
party  leaders  believe  that  a  new 
government  would  nor  want  to  take 
such  a  controversial  decision  so 
soon. 

Mr  Cook  is  understood  to  favour 
delaying  a  derision  so  that  Britain 
can  see  how  the  first  wave  of  a 
single  currency  develops  before 
coming  to  a  conclusion. 

Senior  figures  believe  that  Brit¬ 
ain's  partners  would  not  regard 
such  an  approach  as  anti-Euro¬ 
pean.  and  that  they  would  under- 


Castle’s  pension 
plan  is  defeated 

Tony  Blair  beat  off  his  only  serious 
challenge  of  Labour’s  conference 
week  last  night  when  delegates 
threw  out  Baroness  Castle's  de¬ 
mand  for  a  £35  billion  package  to 
increase  the  income  of  all 
pensioners _ .... _ Page  11 


stand  that  after  being  out  of  power 
for  IS  years.  Labour  was  just  not 
ready  to  make  up  its  mind. 

Mr  Blair  is  reported  by  dose 
confidants  to  have  strengthened  his 
view  that  the  coming  election  will 


not  be  sufficient  to  test  the  public's 
view  and  that  there  will  have  to  be  a 
referendum  or  a  delay  iu  a  second 
election.  But  Mr  Brown  —  perhaps 
the  strongest  single  currency  advo¬ 
cate  in  the  leadership  —  shares 
Kenneth  Clarke's  reservations 
about  a  referendum,  fearing  that  a 
lengthy  campaign  might  unsettle 
the  markers  and  damage  the  econo¬ 
my.  Colleagues  say  that  he  might 
prefer  to  test  of  opinion  at  a  second 
election. 

The  leadership  backed  a  surpris¬ 
ingly  sceptical  motion  in  this 
week's  debate  at  the  Labour  confer¬ 
ence  in  Blackpool,  it  called  for  job 
levels  to  he  included  in  the  Maas¬ 
tricht  criteria  for  qualification  to  a 
single  currency,  which  some 


sceptics  Britain  would  be  unable  to 
achieve. 

Mr  Cook  told  delegates:  "Jobs 
will  be  the  bottom  line  by  which  we 
judge  whether  Britain  will  join  a 
single  currency.  The  single  market 
would  work  better  with  a  single 
currency-.  But  Britain  wilt  only 
benefit  if  we  can  compete  on  level 
terms.” 

A  delay  would  disappoint  some 
of  the  big  unions.  John  Monks,  the 
TUC  general  secretary,  told  a 
fringe  meeting  in  Blackpool  yester¬ 
day.  “The  choice  is  to  go  in  the  first 
wave  or  waiL  On  balance  we  say  go 
for  it  Bar  once  let  us  be  in  the  first 
wave." 

The  Conservatives  will  be  deeply 
worried  about  the  apparent  shift  in 


the  Labour  high  command.  They 
are  split  down  the  middle  over 
whether  io  rule  out  a  single 
currency  for  the  lifetime  of  the  next 
Parliament.  Conservative  Euro¬ 
sceptics  will  demand  that  John 
Major  follows  any  toughening  of 
the  Labour  line,  irrespective  of 
objections  from  Mr  Clarke. 

But  the  possibility  of  making  a 
late  entry  was  the  very  option  that 
Mr  Clarke  denounced  recently  as 
pathetic.  His  remark  set  off  a  new 
Tojy  row  with  the  sceptics  claiming 
that  the  Chancellor  had  breached 
the  Cabinet  agreement  of  leaving 
all  options  open. 

Peter  Riddell,  page  U 
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Multiple  birth 
woman  loses 
all  her  babies 


By  Adrian  Lee  and  Carol  Mjdgley 


MANDY  ALLWOOD  was 
said  to  he  devastated  last  night 
after  losing  her  remaining  five 
babies  and  the  dream  of 
becoming  the  first  woman  to 
give  birth  to  octuplets. 

Miss  Aliwood,  whose  preg¬ 
nancy  sparked  an  ethical  de¬ 
bate  over  fertility  treatment, 
selective  abortion  and 
chequebook  journalism,  had 
been  told  on  Monday  that  it 
would  be  a  miracle  if  any  of 
the  babies  were  to  survive. 

Three  boys  had  been  mis¬ 
carried  that  night  and  yester¬ 
day  morning  a  girl  was 
stillborn  during  an  examina¬ 
tion  that  took  place  under 
anaesthetic  at  King’s  College 
Hospital.  London.  Doctors 
then  said  that  the  remaining 
four  foetuses  were  further  up 
the  womb  and  still  moving, 
but  Miss  Allwood  started  to 
have  contractions  and  at 
5  JO  pm  it  was  announced  that 
they  had  all  miscarried. 

The  medical  team  had  earli¬ 
er  stopped  treating  her  with  a 
drug  to  halt  her  contractions 
and  she  had  been  given  a 
blood  transfusion  as  a  precau¬ 
tionary  measure.  That  stabil¬ 
ised  her  condition  and  the 
doctors  were  surprised  by  the 
how  quickly  the  end  came. 
Her  boyfriend,  Paul  Hudson, 
the  obstetrician  Donald  Gibb 
and  the  gynaecologist  Profes¬ 
sor  Kypros  NicoJaides  were 
with  her  when  the  last  four 
babies  miscarried. 

Miss  Allwood,  who  rejected 
medical  advice  to  abort  some 
of  the  foetuses  to  give  the 


£500  windfall 
for  investors 

An  average  £500  of  shares  is 
expected  to  go  to  3  million 
investors  with  the  Norwich 
Union  when  the  company 
floats  on  the  stock  market  next 
year.  Norwich  is  the  first  of  the 
mutually-owned  life  insurance 
companies  to  ffoal - Rage  25 
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others  a  chance  of  life,  had 
been  in  the  19th  week  of  her 
pregnancy.  She  had  hoped  to 
cany  them  until  the  24th 
week,  when  they  might  have 
been  able  to  survive. 

Max  Clifford ,  the  publicist 
who  secured  Miss  Aliwood  a 
much  vilified  deal  with  The 
News  of  the  World,  described 
the  outcome  as  a  tragedy,  but 
said:  “Mandy  decided  that  she 
didn't  want  to  kill  any  of  her 
babies.  This  is  the  way  she 
wanted  to  do  it.  It  was  her 
choice.  The  fourth  baby  had 
been  pressing  on  her  back 
causing  her  discomfort  and 
pain.  She  thought  things  were 
settling  down  but  then  this 
happened." 

Anti-abortion  campaigners 
last  night  expressed  sympathy 
for  Miss  Aliwood,  but  sup¬ 
ported  her  decision  to  go 
ahead  with  the  pregnancy. 
Professor  Jack  Scarisbnck,  the 
chairman  of  life,  said  he 
believed  the  loss  oF  the  babies 
was  less  sad  than  if  the 
"horrible"  techniques  of  selec¬ 
tive  termination  had  been 
used. 

"I  am  very  glad  that  Mandy 
Aliwood  said  no,"  he  said. 
"Her  children  died  naturally 
and  she  did  her  best  for  them. 
Obviously  we  are  deeply  sorry 
at  what  has  happened.  But 
when  people  are  told  exactly 
what  selective  pregnancy  re¬ 
duction  means,  they  say  *yuk' 
and  don’t  want  to  talk  about  it 
any  more. 

"We  say  that  the  end  doesn't 
justify  the  means.  Medicine 


should  be  subject  to  the  sover¬ 
eign  rule  of  morality." 

The  Society  for  the  Protec¬ 
tion  of  Unborn  Children  said 
the  loss  of  the  babies  was  sad, 
but  a  “healthier"  outcome  for 
both  Miss  AHwoodandsodety 
than  selective  termination. 
Phyllis  Bowman,  the  society's 
director  of  political  develop¬ 
ment  said:  "There  was  no 
easy  way  out  of  this.  This 
womahn  has  lost  her  babies 
and  she  will  grieve  for  them 
for  the  rest  of  her  life-  But  she 
won't  have  the  sense  of  guilt 
she  would  have  bad  if  she  had 
agreed  to  have  some  of  them 
terminated.  She  would  always 
have  wondered  if  her  decision 
had  been  responsible  for  the 
deaths  of  all  of  her  babies. 

“We  believe  it  is  also  healthi¬ 
er  for  society  because  we  have 
got  loo  used  to  the  idea  that 
technology  overcomes  all  diffi¬ 
culties.  We  need  to  come  to  a 
more  ethical  view." 

Roger  Gale,  the  Conserva¬ 
tive  MP  who  criticised  Miss 
Allwood  for  publicising  her 
pregnancy,  expressed  sympa¬ 
thy  but  added:  "Whether  this 
situation  could  have  been 
avoided  if  she  had  listened  to 
the  medical  advice  rather  than 
the  PR  advice  is  something 
which  the  doctors  will  have  to 
be  asked.  A  lot  of  issues  are 
going  to  have  to  be 
reappraised." 

Mr  Clifford,  however,  de¬ 
nied  that  Miss  Allwood's  deci¬ 
sion  to  sell  her  story  was  tn 
bad  taste.  Mr  Clifford,  who 
visited  his  client  in  hospital 


Mid-East  alert 
as  Washington 
talks  break  up 

From  Martin  Fletcher  in  Washington 


PRESIDENT  Clinton's  emer¬ 
gency  Middle  East  summit 
broke  up  yesterday  without 
any  resolution  of  the  highly- 
emotive  issues  dividing  the 
Israelis  and  Palestinians. 

Mr  Clinton  said  that  talks 
would  resume  in  Israel  on 
Sunday,  but  the  summit's 
failure  to  achieve  tangible 
breakthroughs  means  there  is 
a  danger  the  West  Bank  and 
Gaza  could  erupt  in  violence 
greater  than  that  which  left  76 
people  dead  last  week 

Israeli  and  Palestinian  sec¬ 
urity  forces  were  already  on 
alert  in  case  the  two-day 
summit  failed.  Israeli  tanks 
moved  into  position  and  Pales¬ 
tinians  were  sandbagging 
their  homes  and  hoarding 
food.  Even  before  the  grim 
news  from  Washington  fil¬ 
tered  through.  Israeli  forces 
killed  one  Palestinian  and 
wounded  five  in  two  West 
Bank  dashes. 

Israeli  and  Palestinian  ne¬ 
gotiators  argued  until  5  am 
over  the  issues  that  have 
derailed  the  peace  process. 
Later  yesterday  morning  War¬ 
ren  Christopher,  the  US  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  summoned  them 
to  the  Slate  Department  for 


another  two  hours  of  talks,  but 
the  Administration's  constant 
cajoling  and  suggested  com¬ 
promises  achieved  nothing. 

“It’s  finished.  Wc  didn't 
agree  on  one  thing.  All  of  the 
problems  still  remain."  Nabil 
Shaath,  a  senior  Arafat  advis¬ 
er.  said  after  the  talks  broke 
up.  A  Palestinian  offidal  in 
Jerusalem  claimed  there  was  a 
"crisis  in  Washington"  and 
said  that  the  Administration 
was  seeking  to  stop  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  delegation  issuing  a 
statement  saying  the  summit 
had  failed. 

Palestinian  officials  claimed 
the  Israelis  refused  to  agree  a 
definite  date  for  withdrawing 
their  troops  from  the  West 
Bank  town  of  Hebron. 

The  Israelis  refused  either  to 
dose  the  controversial  Jerusa¬ 
lem  tunnel  whose  opening 
triggered  last  week's  fighting 
or  allow  an  international  com¬ 
mission  to  rule  on  the  issue. 

Mr  Clinton  sought  to  cast 
the  summit  in  a  positive  light. 
Dennis  Ross,  the  Administra¬ 
tion’s  Middle  East  envoy, 
would  fly  immediately  to 
Israel. 

Israel  alert  page  16 
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Mandy  Aliwood  was  said  to  be  devastated  at  the  loss  of  her  last  five  foetuses  yesterday 


yesterday,  conceded  that  she 
had  made  enough  money  to 
make  her  financially  secure, 
but  said:  "She  would  rather 
have  had  all  eight  babies  and 
no  money  than  be  financially 
secure  and  have  none." 

Miss  Aliwood  and  Mr  Hud¬ 
son.  who  live  separately  in  the 
West  Midlands,  contacted  Mr 
Clifford  almost  immediately 
after  her  gynaecologist  con¬ 


firmed  that  she  was  expecting 
octuplets.  A  rwo-week  contract 
with  The  News  of  the  World 
was  signed  seven  weeks  ago 
and  the  newspaper  featured 
her  story  with  scan  pictures, 
for  which  she  was  reported  to 
have  been  paid  £100.000. 

According  to  the  editor  Phil 
Hall,  a  “friendly"  arrange¬ 
ment  has  been  in  place  since 
then  under  which  the  news- 


Scots  spurn  give-away  ‘millions’ 


v~ 


By  Shirley  English 

A  MYSTERY  Englishman 
claiming  to  be  a  millionaire 
lottery  winner  has  been  aston¬ 
ishing  people  in  Inverness  by 
trying  to  give  his  money 
away. 

The  fast -talking  Londoner, 
with  tattooed  arms,  who  calls 
himself  both  Kevin  and 
Stevie-boy,  has  been  produc¬ 
ing  wads  of  notes  in  bars, 
carparks  and  taxis.  He  chums 
to  have  won  a  £7  million 
jackpot. 

Yesterday  surprised  regu¬ 
lars  in  the  bar  of  the  Gellioos 
Hotel  in  Bridge  Street  were 

treated  to  numerous  rounds 
of  drinks  at  the  expense  of  the 
stranger.  Alan  Fraser  said: 
“Every  time  anyone  went  to 
order  a  round  the  man  pro¬ 
duced  a  tenner  or  a  twenty 

pound  note  fo  pay  for  iL  It  was 
astonishing-” 

The  man  surfaced  on  l  ues- 
day  afternoon,  exactly  a  week 
after  his  first  visit  to  the  area, 
when  he  had  given  stunned 
Inverness  taxi  driver  George 
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Foster:  astonished  to  be  handed  wads  of  £50  notes 


Campbell  by  giving  him  a 
£340  tip  for  a  Eli  fare  to 
nearby  Dalcross  Airport.  Mr 
Campbell  said  the  smartly 
dressed  man  hauled  between 
£70.000  to  £80,000  in  notes 
out  of  a  bag  and  piled  them  on 
the  dashboard. 

The  man  reportedly  flew 
from  Birmingham  on  Tues¬ 
day  in  a  £2500  chartered 
aircraft  under  the  name  of  Mr 
Gray,  and  immediately 
launched  into  a  bonanza  give¬ 


away.  Local  garage  owner 
Peter  Foster.  29,  met  him  in 
the  private  car  park  of  Invert 
ness  masonic  dub.  "The  man 
first  put  a  wad  of  £20  notes  in 
my  hand  and  then  fifties.  1 
stuffed  them  back  in  the 
pockets  of  his  jacket." 

The  philanthropist  told  the 
embarrassed  car  dealer  that 
he  wanted  to  buy  a  Porsche 
sports  car,  and  mentioned 
plans  to  purchase  a  mansion 
in  Portree,  Isle  of  Skye,  to 


share  with  his  girl  friend.  Mr 
Foster  was  concerned  for  the 
man’s  safely  and  called  the 
police. 

Earlier  the  thirty-some¬ 
thing  “millionaire",  tried  to 
give  his  money  away  to  other 
surprised  locals.  Taxi-driver 
John  Bird  coaid  not  believe 
his  luck  when  he  was  given 
£40  for  a  £150  fare  to  the 
Station  Hotel  Mr  Bird  said: 
“When  I  told  the  man  that  I 
did  not  have  change,  as  I  had 
just  started  the  nightshift.  he 
handed  me  another  £20." 

The  man  is  then  believed  to 
have  moved  on  to  the  masonic 
dub.  But  the  steward  called 
the  police  to  remove  him  after 
he  offered  to  buy  membership 
of  the  secretive  sodety. 

At  the  Station  Hotel  Inver¬ 
ness,  where  the  man  is 
thought  to  be  staying,  a 
spokesman  said:  "Client  con¬ 
fidentiality  prevents  us  from 
talking  about  guests. " 

Camelot  said  ft  could  not 
find  any  trace  of  a  jackpot 
winner  called  Mr  Gray,  who 
had  won  £7  million. 


paper  paid  for  Miss  Allwood 
to  slay  ai  a  secret  address  close 
to  ihe  London  hospital.  The 
newspaper  had  also  secured 
the  exclusive  rights  had  she 
given  birth  to  eight  babies. 
Miss  Allwood  has  made  extra 
money  by  appearing  in  maga¬ 
zines  and  on  television  in 
Europe  and  America. 

Body  and  Mind,  page  IS 
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■What  an  extraordinary 
coincidence  —  /  used  to 
be  an  MP  too" 


Hamilton  stays 
away  from  No  10 

Neil  Hamilton,  the  Tory  MP 
at  the  centre  of  the  cash  for 
questions  controversy,  with¬ 
drew  at  short  notice  from  a 
Downing  Street  reception  last 
night  to  avoid  an  embarrass¬ 
ing  meeting  with  the  Prime 

Minister .. — „ - Page  4 
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Hogg  jostled 
by  farmers 
at  dairy  show 

By  Michael  Hornsby,  agriculture  correspondent 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  OCTOBER  3 1996 


DOUGLAS  HOGG,  the  Ag¬ 
riculture  Minister,  was  jostled 
and  jeered  by  500  fanners  at  a 
dairy  show  yesterday  in  a 
demonstration  of  anger  at  the 
Government’!!  handling  of 
"mad  cotv”  disease. 

Police  and  stewards  had  to 
surround  Mr  Hogg  to  prevent 
him  from  being  manhandled 
as  placard-waving  farmers 
surged  Toward  chanting 
“Hoggy,  Hoggy,  Hoggy.  out. 
out.  out”.  One  witness  said:  "I 
do  not  know  what  they  would 
have  done  if  they  had  got  hold 
of  him." 

Mr  Hogg  was  guest  of 
honour  at  the  South  West 
Dairy  Show  at  the  Royal  Bath 
and  West  Showground  at 
Shepton  Mallet.  Somerset. 
Some  farmers  could  not  get 
into  a  packed  meeting  he  held 
with  members  of  the  National 
Fanners'  Union  and  the  Coun¬ 
try  Landowners'  Association. 

Anthonv  Gibson,  the  NFU's 


regional  director,  said:  "1 
could  see  the  mood  was  turn¬ 
ing  nasty  and  I  suggested  to 
Mr  Hogg  that  he  should  go 
out  on  the  balcony  of  the 
auditorium  and  -speak  to  the 
farmers  outside.  But  he  re¬ 
fused  to  do  so  and  this  made 
matters  worse," 

Mr  Hogg,  looking  shaken, 
was  led  to  the  main  ring  to 
present  cattle  prizes  as  farm¬ 
ers  crowded  round  him.  He 
left  the  ground  15  minutes 
later. 

Feelings  are  running  high 
after  a  decision  last  week  by 
the  European  Union,  at  the 
Government's  request,  to  cut 
10  per  cent  from  the  compen¬ 
sation  paid  to  farmers  for 
culled  cattle.  There  is  discon¬ 
tent  among  farmers  over  the 
high  number  of  old  cattle  still 
awaiting  slaughter  under  the 
cull  scheme  set  up  after  fears 
emerged  that  the  human  dis¬ 
ease  CJD  was  linked  to  BSE. 


Have-a-go  granny  bashes 


Nearly  half  of  fish 
caught  ‘breaks  law’ 


BRITISH  Fishermen  are 
breaking  EU  conservation 
rules  on  a  huge  scale,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  report  by  a  respected 
industry  pressure  group. 
(Michael  Hornsby  write). 

The  study  estimates  that  40 
per  cent  of  the  catch  landed  by 
Scottish  tTawlermen  is  in 
breach  of  limits  on  die  type, 
quantity  and  size  of  fish  that 
can  legally  be  brought  ashore. 
It  says  that  illicit  catches  arc 


landed  in  remote  parts.  In 
major  ports  they  are  loaded  on 
to  lorries  at  night. 

The  widespread  cheating  is 
alleged  in  a  report  by  the 
Scottish  Council  Development 
and  Industry'.  a  body  embrac¬ 
ing  industrialists,  trade  union¬ 
ists  and  politicians  that  seeks 
to  promote  Scotland's  pros¬ 
perity.  It  blames  “absurd”  ELI 
regulations  rather  than  the 
fishermen. 


Have-a-go  gran  Barba¬ 
ra  Castle,  S5,  on  a 
seaside  holiday  at 
the  Winter  Gardens,  Black¬ 
pool.  yesterday,  protested: 
“I'm  just  a  simple  Yorkshire 
girl.1*  Castle  suspecting  two 
other  holidaymakers.  Gordon 
Brown  and  Harriet  Harman, 
of  stealing  from  her  pension 
scheme,  had  attempted  to 
mug  the  entire  leadership  of 
the  Labour  Party.  “Barbara 
meant  well,"  was  the  whisper 
amung  party  managers  at  the 
imperial  Hotel  last  nighL 
“she  was  just  confused." 

Baroness  Castle  of  Black¬ 
burn.  in  scarlet  looked  any¬ 
thing  but  confused,  anything 
but  simple  and  pretty  mature 
Tor  a  girt  as  she  took  the 
microphone  (hat  afternoon. 
Nobody  knows  better  how  to 
work  a  crowd  and  this  wily 
survivor  of  Harold  Wilson's 
Cabinets  was  milking  her 
advantage  at  Blackpool  for  all 
it  was  worth. 

As  the  debate  started.  Lady- 
Castle  was  seated  at  the  front, 
under  the  noses  of  the  plat¬ 
form  party  and  cool  as  a 
cucumber.  In  a  ring  around 
her  were  the  nation's  press 
photographers,  sitting  on  the 
floor,  snapping  the  variety  of 
serene,  defiant  or  thoughtful 
poses  with  which  she  enter¬ 
tained  us.  One  moment  it  was 
head  rested  philosophically 
on  chin:  the  next  chin  up  and 
eyes  flashing:  then  she  would 
study  her  notes. 

She  listened  impassively  as 
a  series  of  speakers  praised 
her.  “Barbara  Castle's  done 
brilliant"  said  Bolsover  dele¬ 
gate  Elton  Walts,  in  broad 
Derbyshire.  Hie  Cockney 
tones  of  Dave  Lawrence,  from 
Poplar  and  Canning  Town, 
were  raised  in  her  cause.  And 
there  was  no  mistaking  the 


Lady  Castle  yesterday:  triggered  applause  skilfully 


Scots  accent  of  Jean  Bishop, 
from  Argyle  and  Bute,  urging 
the  Castle  line:  “Conference,  I 
appeal  to  you:  you're  Labour 
people!  You  believe  in  Labour 
vaiuesr 

It  seemed  that  regional 
accents  were  mostly  old  Lab¬ 
our.  When  Matt  Carter,  a 
prospective  candidate  in  die 


obligatory  dark  two-piece  suit 
and  bright  silk  tie,  began  bis 
speech  in  a  neutral  BBC  voice; 
you  knew  be  would  be  sup¬ 
porting  new  Labour.  From  the 
platform.  Ms  Harman,  in  a 
pink  suit  squared  with  those 
graph-paper  lines  that  warn 
enemies  against  messing  with 
her  statistics,  watched  with 


the  remarkable  calm  which 
she  has  shown  through  a 
turbulent  year.  They,  called 
lady  Castle  to  speak.  Every¬ 
one  rose  in  applause  as  this 
tiny,  birdlike  figure  in  an. 
improbable  wig  climbed  the 
white  stairs  to  the  lectem. 

She  spoke  wdL  adopting 
her  usual  informal  “Oh  —  apd 
another  thing . . style.  Opin¬ 
ion  divides  as  to  whether  this 
was  a  well-meaning  little  old 
lady  speaking  from  the  heart 
or  a  ruthless  street-fighter 
using  audience  appeal  to  max¬ 
imum  advantage.  -  - 

Perhaps  she  is  both.  Declar¬ 
ing  that  “a  good  debate 
strengthens  democracy"  and 
delivering  a  calculated  kick  at 
Mr  Brown’s  shins,  she 
stabbed  the  lectern,  called  Ms 
Hannan  “dear”,  triggered  ap¬ 
plause  skilfully,  then  protest¬ 
ed  that  the  applause  was 
robbing  her  of  speaking  time 
—  which  drew  more  applause, 
as  she  intended.  In  fad 
nobody  was  dying  to  silence 
her.  ' 

Her  descent  from  the  plat¬ 
form.  to  another  standing 
ovation,  was  masterful.  Lady. 
Castle  is  perfectly  weD  able  to 
walk  down  stairs  —  I’ve 
watched  her  often  —  but  on 
this  occasion  she  hesitated, 
offered  a  frail  elbow  to  a 
young  chap  who  ran  up  to 
help,  then  descended  ever  so 
carefully,  as  if  a  little  in  fear. 

Waiting  below  to  offer  her 
his  arm  was  her  adversary, 
Peter  Mandefson.  Old  pro 
meets  young  pro.  Wags  joked 
that  she'd  better  watch  out  in 
case  his  embrace  concealed  a 
knife.  But  I  reflected  that  were 
it  not  for  the  cameras, 
Mandelson  would  have  been 
well  advised  to  guard  his 
groin  from  an  eiderty.  but  still 
sharp,  knee. 


Troubled  spy  plane  should  now  land  in  one  piece 


By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


A  BRITISH  defence  company 
explained  yesterday  why  the 
unmanned  spy  plane  it  has 
just  sold  ro  the  Ministry  of 
Defence  for  £250  million  still 
suffers  breakages  on  landing*. 

The  Phoenix  unmanned  air 
vehicle  that  will  spy  on  enemy 
battlefields  from  about  8,000ft 
has  had  a  h  istory  of  disastrous 
crash  landings  during  the  11 
years  of  development.  This 
week  the  Ministry  announced 
it  would  buy  the  Phoenix  from 


GEC-Marconi  Avionics  be¬ 
cause  the  company  appeared 
to  have  solved  the  problem  by 
fitting  an  airbag  to  absorb  the 
impact  of  landing. 

Phoenix,  with  a  large  pod 
underneath  fitted  with  ther¬ 
mal  imaging  systems,  has  to 
flip  over  on  to  its  back  before 
landing  by  parachute.  Saul 
Lanyado.  managing  director 
of  GEC-Marconi  Avionics, 
said  that  the  fin  tips  and  on 
some  occasions,  the  tail  tips. 


The  problematic  Phoenix  unmanned  spy  air  vehicle 


would  still  break  off  on  land¬ 
ing.  But  they  could  be  replaced 
cheaply,  he  said. 

The  combination  of  airbag 


and  parachute  for  Phoenix 
had  been  made  necessary.  Dr 
Lanyado  said,  because  of  the 
Ministry*  insistence  that  a 


remotely-piloted  vehicle 
should  be  able  to  land  on  any 
surface  and  without  any  hdp 
from  ground  staff.  There  was 
to  be  no  runway  or  ground 
netting  to  catch  the  aircraft 

The  company,  which  now 
hopes  ,  to  bring  Phoenix  into 
service  by  1998.  nine  years 
late,  originally  designed  tire 
aircraft  with  a  collapsible 
foam  “hump".  But  the  G-force 
of  the  landing  still  caused 
“unacceptable"  damage. 

Now.  an  airbag  starts  to 
come  out  as  Phoenix  falls  to 


the  ground  in  a  nose-dive 
before  Dipping  over. 

Brian  Tucker,  managing  di¬ 
rector  of  GEC-Marconi  Aero¬ 
space  Systems  which  is  now 
managing  the  Phoerux  project 
said  that  after,  millions  of 
pounds  of  extra  funding  had 
been  provided  by  the  com¬ 
pany.  all  the  remaining  prob¬ 
lems  had  been  resolved 

Phoenix  takes  off  by7  being 
catapulted  off  the  back  of  a  14 
tonne  forty' and  its  flight  is 
monitored  by  a  three-man 
ground  crew. 


Individuals  to  get 
Lottery  awards 

More  than  3,000  people  wDl.s^iare  £20  million  in  National . 


ft 


it  will  be  making  awaids  toindividiials.  Awards  from  £1,000 
tp  £10.000  will  be  given -to- people,  whd  work  on  projects  in 
their  local  community.  Six'charities  have  been  chosen  to  be 
“award  jaitners”  wito  toe  contorissiOT  to  deride  where  to 
allocate  the  first  block  of  gr^te -totalling  £8.6  million:  Help 
the  Aged,  Raleigh  Irtf  optional  Trust,  Farmington  Institute 
for  Christian  Studies.  RiyaTSbejety  for  the  Advancement  of 
Scraice,  Ttahniquest  and.Earftwateh  Europe.  ■ 

Terrorist  suspect  buried  today  ", 

The  suspected  BRA  terrorist  Dfanhiud  O'Nall  who  was  shot 
dead  by  police  in  London  ten  days,  will  be  'buried  today  in 
west  Cork  near  his  parents'  retirement  home  in  Tlmoleague. 
Senior  IRA  members  are  expected  to  attend  and  Irish  police 
say  they  have  contingency  plant*  to  deal  with'  disturbances. 

Mortars  found  at  IRA  bunker 

Irish  police  uncovered  21  mortar  tubes  in  an  underground 
IRA  bunker  in  Co  Louth  dose  to  the  border  with  Northern 
Ireland.  Eight  mortar  frames  were  also  found.  In  New- York 
police  seized  a  cadre  of  guns  they  believe  may  have  been 
destined  for  the  IRA.  Two  Irish  Americans  face  charges. 

Britain  host  to  Commonwealth 

Britain  is  to  host  the  next  Goriunomvealth  heads  of 
government-  meeting  for  the  first  time  in  -20  years,  it  was 
confirmed  yesterday.  Malcolm  Rifkind,.  the  Foreign.  Secre¬ 
tary,  said  the  Government  was  “delighted”  that  the  meeting 
would  be  in  Edinburgh  next  year,  from  October  24  to  27. 

Boy  admits  killing  tramp  in  park 

A  boy  aged  1 4  admitted  killing  a  tramp  by  setting  fire  to  him 
as  he  lay  an  a  park  bench  in  Eastleigh,  Hampshire:  The, boy . 
appearing  at  Wmdiester  Crown .  Court,  denied  murdering 
Alan' Whittle,  50.  but  admitted  manslaughter.  He  was 
remanded  to  secure  accommodation  for  a  psychiatric  report 

Fattier  dentes  mass  murder  .• 

KhalidMahmood,  38,; a  father,  of  six  who  is  alleged  to  have 
killed  his  three  daughters.with  a  knife  hr  firistal  and'then 
.  travelled  to  Birntingfa&i'  to  kill  is  estranged  wife.  Imitiaz 
Begum.  37.  and  their  son,  2.  pleads  not  guilty  to  murder  but 
admits  manslaughter  because  of  diminished  responsibility. 

Rare  snails  saved  with  porridge 

A  spedes  of  rare  snails  has  been  saved  from  extinction  with 
the  help  of  porridge.  Scientists  at  Nottingham  University  had 
earlier  tried,  several  foods  on  the  tropical  partula  snails 
without  success.  Numbers  of  the  snails,  which  are  fed  twice 
daily  on  the  oats,:are-now  increaring  rapidly. 


Eel  slaughter  investigation 

The  annual  slaughter  of  sandeels  m  Scottish  waters  by 
Danish  fishermen,  which  it  is  claimed  results  in.  the 
destruction  of  fishing  stocks,  is  to  be  investigated  by  marine 
experts  from  the  Natural  Environment  Research  CountiJ 
based  at  St  Andrews  University,  among  others. 

Champion’s  baby  arrived  on  cue 

The  world  champion  snooker  player  Stephen  Hendiy 
became  a  father  yesterday  when  his  wife  Mandy  gave  birth  to 
a  boy.  Blaine  Thomas  was  boni  at  an  unnamed  Scottish 
hospital  at  9.15am,  weighing  6Ibs  9oa. The  couple,  who  five  in 
Gleneagles,  married  in  June  last  year.  • 
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Killer  ‘drove  for 
10  days  with  girl’s 
body  in  his  cab’ 


A  LORRY  driver  travelled  the 
country  for  ten  days  with  the 
body  of  the  French  student 
Cdine  Ftgard  in  the  back  of 
his  cab  after  she  was  raped, 
beaten  and  strangled,  a  court 
was  told  yesterday. 

David  Fairer.  QC.  for  the 
prosecution,  said  that  Stuart 
Morgan.  37,  had  murdered 
Mile  Ftgard.  19.  as  an  act  of 
-  uncalculated  and  unmitigat- 
>  ed  wickedness”.  He  told 
Worcester  Crown  Court  that 
Mile  Figard.  a  “bright  and 
retiring  girl”,  was  murdered 
after  she  accepted  a  lift  from 
Mr  Morgan  at  Chieveley  ser¬ 
vice  station  beside  the  M4 
near  Newbury,  Berkshire.  She 
was  making  her  way  to 
Hampshire  to  spend  Christ- 

V ^ ij&rf  ■ 


By  Richard  Duce 

mas  with  a  relative.  Mr  Farrer 
said  that  for  ten  days  Mr 
Morgan  had  concealed  her 
body  on  the  lower  bunk  inside 
the  c?h  of  his  Mercedes  torry. 

It  was  parked  outside  his 
home  in  Poole  while  he  cele¬ 
brated  Christmas  with  his 
wife  and  young  son. 

Mile  Figard’s  naked  body 
was  dumped  in  a  lay-by  near 
Worcester  on  December  28  or 
29.  allegedly  at  about  the  time 
Mr  Morgan,  a  self-employed 
driver,  travelled  from  the 
South  Coast  to  deliver  goods 
in  Shropshire. 

Mr  Farrer  told  the  jury  that 
there  was  an  overwhelming 
case  of  circumstantial  evi¬ 
dence  against  Mr  Morgan 
that  would  lead  them  to  the 


conclusion  that  »**?»•" 
responsible  for  killing  Mile 
Fiaard.  an  accountancy  stu¬ 
dent  from  the  Haute-Safaic 
region. 

After  his  areest.  polioe  car¬ 
ried  out  DNA  tests  in  his  cab 
where  three  spots  matched 
MUe  Figard's  Wood  group.  A 
search  of  his  garage  uncov¬ 
ered  a  blood-stained  mattress 
from  the  cab.  “It  was  soaked 
with  blood  and  still  damp  two 
months  later."  Mr  Farrer  said. 
Some  of  her  possessions  were 
also  found  at  the  house. 

Items  of  the  student’s  cloth 
ine  were  recovered  near  a 
warehouse  at  High  Ercall. 
near  Telford,  Shropshire,  Mr 
Morgan's  destination  late  last 
December  along  a  route  that 
would  have  passed  close  to  the 
lay-by  on  the  A449  road  where 
her  body  was  found. 

It  was  also  alleged  that  Mr 
Morgan  tried  tojamper  wi* 
tachograph  records  of  m* 
lorry  to  conceal  his  detour  to 
the  lay-by-  Mr  Fairer  said 
that  at  one  stage  Mr  Morgan 
had  probably  planned  to  dis¬ 
member  and  buD[  his  victim. 
On  a  trip  to  Cornwall  he 
bought  a  spade,  hacksaw,  and 

Farrer  told  the  jury:  “We 
say  that  he  raped  her  and 
killed  her  in  the  cab  of  his 
lorry  in  the  late  afternoon  or 
early  evening  of  December  19 
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Id  Princess 
~  ‘pledged 
to  destroy 
husband’ 


By  Alan  Hamilton 

DIANA,  Princess  of  Wales 
told  her  husband  during^ 
lengthy  wrangle  over  divorce 

Khe  would  do  her 

to  make  sure  that  he  never 
became  king,  a  new  royal 


within  quite  a  short  time  of 
picking  her  up  from 
service  area.  We  say  that 
kept  her  body  _  behind 
driving  seat  of  his  lorry  for 
very  nearly  ten  days  overme 
whole  Christmas  period.  Dur¬ 
ing  that  time,  he  drove  consid¬ 
erable  distances  with  the  body 
Wing  behind  him.  He  showed 
a  very  cool  head  indeed. 

As  the  trial  began  yesterday 
MUe  Figard's  parents.  Ber¬ 
nard  and  Martine,  were  m 
court.  They  have  been  provid¬ 
ed  with  headphones  and  a 
translator  to  explain  pro- 

^Mj^Ftorer  said  MUe  Figard 
set  off  from  her  home  on 
December  18.  Rather  than 
have  her  hitch-hike,  her  par¬ 


ents  had  arranged  a  lift  with  a 
friend  through  *e  Channel 
Tunnel.  She  wanted  to  visit 
Britain  to  improve  her  Eng¬ 
lish.  She  had  worked  the 
previous  summer  as  a  wait¬ 
ress  at  the  Ashbourne  Hotel  in 
FOrdingbridge,  Hampshire, 
where  her  cousin  was  a 
trainee  manager.  . 

"She  evidently  egpgg 
being  in  this  country  and  it  did 
her  English  a  great  deal  of 
pood."  Mr  Farrer  said. 

Along  the  way  the  French 
driver  stopped  at  a  vineyard 
where  MUe  Figard  was  gtvm 
two  bottles  of  champagne.  The 
same  two  bottles,  it  was  al¬ 
leged  that  Mr  Morgan  gave 
away  as  Christmas  presents. 

MUe  Figard  and  the  friend 


slept  in  the  cab  of  the  lorry  at 
the  Channel  port  and  the  next 
day  went  through  the  runnel  to 
England,  where  they  met  Rog¬ 
er  Bouvier.  a  French  lorry 
driver  who  was  going  closer  to 
ihe  hotel.  Mile  Figard  agreed 
to  travel  with  Mr  Bouvier  and 
at  about  4pm  on  December  W 
he  dropped  her  at  Chieveley 
service  area.  Shortly  after¬ 
wards.  Mr  Farrer  said.  Mile 
Figard  found  another  lift  in  a 
white  Mercedes  lorry. 

-That  was  the  last  time  that 
anybody  saw  Celine  alive." 

Mr  Farrer  said. 

After  widespread  publicity 
about  the  student's  d^apPfar- 
ance,  Mr  Morgan  shaved  off 
his  beard,  it  was  alleged.  A 
police  description  said  tne 


suspect  was  bearded.  Mr 
Farrer  said  Mr  Morgan i  ac¬ 
cepted  that  he  took  MUe 
Heard  on  the  final  leg  of  her 
journey  from  Chieveley.  He 
admitted  he  had  sexual  inter¬ 
course  with  her  but  claimed  it 
was  with  her  consent.  He  | 
maintained  there  was  no  ques¬ 
tion  of  rape  and  that  after  “ 
brief  sexual  encounter  he  had 
dropped  her  off  safe  and 
soundearly  on  the  evening  of 
the  December  19.  That  was 
shortly  before  he  amvedvmh 
his  lorry  to  unload  at  the 
Southampton  container 

le*MrMorgan  denies  murder¬ 
ing  MUe  Figard  between  De¬ 
cember  18  and  30  last  year. 
The  case  continues. 


killed  through  gross 


By  Tim  Jones 

A  BOY  who  died  on  a  fairground 
ride  was  unlawfuUy  killed  through 
gross  neglect  an  inquest  jury  said 
yesterday.  Tim  Morgan.  9.  suffered 
head  wounds  after  a  water-chute 
carriage  smashed  into  a  metal  arch 

“?Tlo^&“ride  been 
oiven  a  safety  certificatetwo  days 
previously.  The  coroner.  Ptuhp Wa¬ 
fers,  criticised  the  owner  ofConey 
Beach  funfair  at  Porthcawl.  Mid 
Glamorgan,  for  his  “mishmas 


maintenance  of  the  40pamctimL 

The  owner,  Pat  Evans.  73, 
already  been  fined  E7.500 wntii 
£3300  costs  after  prosecution  by  the 

Health  and  Safety  Execuftve. 

Mr  Justice  Curtis  said  then  at 
Cardiff  Crown  Court  “Some  might 

think  that  as  there  has  heenadeadL 

a  more  severe  penalty  should  be 

on  a 


daily  basis.  It  was  a  situation  which 
was  a  mishmash.  There  ™ 
system  of  proper  work  procedures 
when  this  tragedy  occurred. . 

The  inquest  jury  was  toMthat  an 
independent  inspector.  Richartl 
Cousins,  had  failed  to  notice  that 
two  bolts  meant  to  ht^dtiiea^m 
nlace  were  missing  because  holes 
had  not  been  drilled  Mr  Cousins, 
61.  who  works,  for  LEA  lnsp«mon 

jfcSnfaa? telSd^mphed  with 

dm 


inspections  of  the  nde  in  the  five 
weeks  before  the  accident  and  had 
walked  the  length  of 
knew  the  arches  were  safe^to^ 
he  could  not  move  them.  [  shook 
them  to  see  if  they  weTf„l^L* 
thnueht  that  was  enough.  On  me 
S  safey  certificate,  Mr  Cousins 
wrote:  "It  is  in  a  condmon  where  it 
will  not  present  a  danger  to  the 

PmS«1  aHed* 

lights  to  the  arch  should  have  been 


iv  u  t 1  — ■ 

inquest  jury  derides 

_  u^rp  nn  holt  holes,  gan  family.  ^  ^  wouldlbj 


aware  that  there  were  vobdt  hog.  gdr^Hhe  case  back  tothe  Crown 
After  the  inquest  ^^ution  Service.  “The  verdirt 

Christopher,  who  was  badly  mjured  Vr**™ shaws  that  charges  should 
in  the  accident  onGoodJFnday.  brought  on  the  grounds  of 

1994.  said:  “U  has  taken  a  long  now  be  “15  .  had  to  be 

to  set  this  verdict.  We  will  never  ge  ,  thoroughness  in  in- 

death,  hut  someone  was  rides.  &ed 

responsible  for  it”  .  cps  said:  “A  senior  lawyer 

Hehad  taken  Tim  and  ^brother  ^  ^  preif^  “r 

David  16.  who  wu  also  nc  and  the  police  were  advised  of 

the  funfair  on  the  first  day  it  openrf  ^  conSrnmg  the  strengtii  of 

for  the  summer  season.  Mr  Morgan  cannot  comment  on  the 

SrrekiogetSMW^P^o"  until  *  emnvK 

dSnaff  ^Sng  **  them  more  dosely." _ 


after  her  separation  from  £ 
prince  of  Wales  in 
author  Ben  Pimlott  ays  jOg* 
acconfing  to  a  fnmi  ol f  the 
Prince's,  she  told  him- 
will  never  be  king.  I  shau 

destroy  you”  A  footnote  mer^ 

ly  ascribes  the  quorc^  toa 
"confidential  mtemew  ■  Th* 
words  appear  in 
Pimlott’s  biography  of  tne 
Queen,  published  “ 

mark  her  sevenneth  birthday. 
Professor 

centre  historian  of  the  Labou 
Party,  teaches  politics  and 
contemporary  history  at  Birk 

!heck  College.  Ixmdon.  He  has 
Wished  studies  of  Hu&h 
iton.  for  which  he 
utbread  Prize,  and  Harold 

Ison.  -  _ 

His  disclosure  comes  in  a 
ssage  on  the  Princess's  face- 
face  interview  for  Fanonj 
a  last  Nov'ember.  watched 
a  record  British  television 
,dienceofBmimon.DurmB 
e  iniennew.  the 
ive  a  hint  of  her 
wards  her  husband  when 
ie  said  that  he  might  not  be  a 
litable  candidate  ro 
>  the  throne,  and  that  P™* 
/illiam  could  well  be  the 
!ore  desirable  alternative. 

professor  Pimlott  is  scath- 
ne  about  the  Princess's  tele- 
ision  performance.  It  was. 
he  author  suggests,  not  upto 
he  BBCs  usual  standards. 
‘Delighted  with  its  prize,  the 
BBC  abandoned  any  pretence 
at  objectvity.  restricting  the 
interview  to  the  g^est  of 
questions,  and  retaking  shots 
indefatigably  to  produa  a 
fluent,  and  undeniably  en- 

^isCSnceJha.U.e 

Princess  has  succeeded  in  her 
destructive  intent.  The  di¬ 
vorce,  finalised  in  August  after 
3«a  years  of  negotiation^  has 
asst  the  Prince  a  reported  EL 
million,  but  he  continue  his 


public  life  as  though  nothing 
has  happened. 

The  Queen:  A  Biography  of 
Elizabeth  U.  by  Ben  Pimlott 
(HarperCoIlins;  £20} 


“areyc 


—  -  •  crc  of  the  IM^century  butiding  are  on  the  far  rigbt  hidden  by  torpuiilm 

Barrington  House:  die  Vktonan  wmgs  of  tite  lMwcntuiy  *  V»7 

Fine  estate  ‘needs  demohtion  job 


.  :  >  '•  K  '■ 
i.  / 


By  Ian  Murray 


the  owner  of  one  et  the 
finest  country  homes  in  BnF 
ain  sought  permission  to 
of  i?  down  y«tw- 

SvsoStK  can  “P*1"”.? 
“e  on  tire  cstalejm  iWy 
has  run  for  more  than 

owner  of  Barring 

TZ  has 

■  S  774  He  is  one  Of  the 

dlEWfcJ?'Sg 

who  live  as  tenanij ,m 

S®51SBS‘ 

52-2s“- 


maintaining  fhe  two  large 
Victorian  wings  built  on  to  me 

neo-Palladian  buildmg  «- 

Sdb7  Wiffiam  Kent  m 
imAccordmg  to  his 
Keith  Undblom.  QC.  the  cost 
of  renovating  toe  unwmAy 
extensions"  of  1873  with 
"confusion  of  tncomi^® 
ornaments”  wiU  be  in  excess 

of  £5  million.  ..  .  . 

He  told  a  public  inquiry 

that  opened  in 
Gloucestershire’  yesterday 
ff^l  without  the  Yictonan 

additions  the  home  would 

restored  as  one  of  the  finest 

S^es  of  early  lSti^ntmy 

architecture  dhe 

JS?  was  “the  traditional  and 
essential  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  house  and  toe 
families  of  the  estate  and  the 

incontestable 

those  relationships  being 

I  maintained.”  . 

■  if  E5  million  had  to  oe 


Wingfield:  would  be 
letting  people  down 


found  to  repair  roomsJhaJ 
were  useless  there  would  be 
that  much  less  income  avail¬ 
able  to  maintain  the  estate. 
Far  better  to  pull  down  uie 
“anachronistic  extension 
built  to  house  a  large  family 
that  no  longer  existed. 

Mr  Wingfield  said:  I  was 
charged  with  the  very  great 
privOege  of  running  a  great 


family  estate.  I  could  not  let 
the  people  here  down.  I  could 
never  open  it  to  *e  P^'c 
either  because  1  don  t  want 
them  wandering  around  my 

k°Rdbin  Mills  is  chairman  of 
the  Barrington  Parish  Coun¬ 
cil.  which  has  unanimously 
backed  the  demolition  plan. 
The  local  peopk  are 
ately  in  favour,  he  sud.  “The 

family  is  held  in  wiy  great 
respect  for  all  they  do- 
The  Cotswold  District 
Council  voted  by  19  to  !8  on 
Monday  to  inject  the  apghca- 
tion  to  tear  down  the  Vfotorr- 
an  wings.  The  public  inquiry 
will  continue  until 

Richard  Holder,  of  the  Vic¬ 
torian  Society  which  is  oppj^ 
mg  the  plan,  said  the  wmgs 

WCTe  excellent  exampl^  of  the 
work  of  Macvicar  Anderson, 

,  architect  of  the  Junior  Carlton 

Club.  “They  show  how  good 
s  Victorian  architecture  can  be 
t  in  keeping  with  older  styles, 
t  he  said. 


snaking 


f  '-- 


1  me  -  •  - - - - 

Schoolgirl  tortured, 

and  killed,  courttoM 


Solicitor  gave  stolen 
clients’  cash  to  needy 

mv*  nwav  other  people 


******  killed  Mr  Khan  beem**** 

B,-  A  STAFF  REPOtm-B  he  could  no  longer  trust 

,  -mt  aged  15  was  impris-  h,'^lice  were  called  to  a  hpuK 
A  ^lRL  ^Sire  chamber  and  .  1995  in  Bradford. 

^rrn  -  -  s^s-k-ss 

^la  ldba.  y^rday  denied  two  mureier 

.eenage  gid  ««  *^£3  &  QC.  for  the 

Mohammed  Ayuti-  ^  fr>bert  ^  ^  ^  Nloola 

accomplice  -  h  ^  secured  proses  jaUohter  of  Susan 
jure  heard-  Mr  Ayub  saa.  die  dau^ie  d 

hhan  ^i^nifrnBde  Her  d  ^piained  by  saying 

beanngs  us1"f  „onc  to  Pakistan. 

torwre  cS  ^^d.  Hie  *£SSa*to» 

triidi  enie^ed  when  Mr  Ayvb 


By  Tim  Jones 

A  SOLICITOR  who  robbed 

clients' accounts  to  helppeope 

in  need  was  jailed  tor  t& 

months  yesterday.  Juhan 

Spurrier  stole  £260,000  from 
his  firm  aver  4b  years-  MStag 
it  to  help  people  to  pay  for 
deposits  on  flats  and  to  set 
others  up  in  business- 

Spurrier.  50,  told  Maidstone 

Crown  Court  that  word  had 
got  around  he  was  a  mug. 

Oould  get  drunks  ebbing 

their  palms  asking  for 

money  "He  had  a  compulsion 

u>  give  money  to  anyone  who 
had  a  suitable  sob  story.  I  just 


gave  away  afoet 
money.  In  other  words,  stote 
my  clients’  money  and  it  just 
got  worse  and  worse." 

people  depended  on  him.  ne 
saidVand  often  when  he  took 
money  out  of  a  ^ 
would  be  waiting  outside  for 
himtohanditover.Spumer, 
of  Whitstable,  Kent,  added.  I 
got  a  buzz  out  of  being  God. 
getting  people  homes.” 

Spurrier,  who  admitted  ten 
charees  of  theft,  lived  frugally 
in  a  terraced  house,  the  court 
was  told.  He  was  taught  when 
the  cashier  at  his  firm,  Mowu 
and  MowU.  in  Canterbury,  be¬ 
came  suspicious. 


\  -.L-  tv  ■’  -  *  <\\ -p . 
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What’s  the  point? 

Don't  let  valuable  rewards  slip 
through  your  fingers.  You  can  gain 
Membership  Rewards  Points  on 
virtually  every  purchase  you  make 
with  an  American  Express  Credit, 
Charge  or  Corporate  Card  -  whether 
you're  shopping  in  the  High  Street  or 
spending  abroad.  Once  you're 
enrolled,  it's  one  of  the  fastest  and 
easiest  ways  to  earn  complimentary 
flights,  hotel  nights,  meals  at 
restaurants  and  more. 

To  find  out  how  we  can  help  you 
do  more,  call  now: 

-  700  767 
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Cards 


CcrUnjttcrpfy 


toebm  tipm  Seroim  Em* 


p  Home.  1  Star  Pi**- 1*"**1  SW1E  4BZ, 

UBZieLR*. 
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Commission  to 
tighten  the  law 
on  corruption 

By  Frances  Gibb,  legal  correspondent 


PLANS  to  tighten  the  law  on 
bribery  and  corruption  among 
M  PS  and  other  public  officials 
are  being  drawn  up  by  the 
Law  Commission  in  line  with 
the  recommendations  of  Lord 
Nolan's  committee  on  stan¬ 
dards  in  public  life. 

The  review  is  likely  to 
propose  a  statutory  offence  of 
corruption  that  would  make  it 
easier  to  bring  prosecutions 
for  offences  of  bribery.  The 
Nolan  committee  said  the 
Government  should  “clarify 
the  law  relating  to  the  bribery 
or  the  receipt  of  a  bribe  by  a 
Member  of  Parliament”. 

At  present  it  is  not  dear 
whether  the  courts  or  Parlia¬ 
ment  should  try  such  cases. 
Bribery  of  an  MP.  or  the 
acceptance  of  a  bribe  by  a 
member,  is  a  contempt  of 
court  and  can  be  punished  by 
the  House.  But  the  Nolan 
report  said  it  was  “quite  likely 
that  Members  of  Parliament 
who  accepted  bribes  in  con¬ 
nection  with  their  Parliamen¬ 
tary  duties  would  be 
committing  common  law  of¬ 
fences  which  could  be  tried  by 
the  courts". 

Yesterday  Lord  Nolan  said 
he  would  welcome  a  review  of 
the  law  which  was  "extremely 


vague  and  unclear”.  While 
not  wishing  to  preempt  die 
commission’s  proposals,  he 
said:  "Putting  it  shortly.  1 
believe  die  courts  should  have 
jurisdiction.  I  can  see  that  one 
could  get  into  clashes  between 
Parliament  and  the  courts,  but 
by  and  large  I  feel  this  is  an 
area  best  dealt  with  in  a  trial 
by  a  jury." 

The  Law  Commission, 
which  is  chaired  by  Dame 
Mary  Arden,  the  High  Court 
judge,  has  not  yet  yet  formally 
announced  its  inquiry,  but  it  is 
understood  that  a  consultation 
paper  will  be  published  in  a 
few  weeks. 

The  present  law  on  bribery 
is  muddled  and  undear.  Pros¬ 
ecutions  are  rarely  brought 
because  of  the  problems  of 
gathering  evidence.  The  re¬ 
view,  as  well  as  proposing  a 
new  offence  of  corruption,  is 
likely  to  look  again  at  what 
constitutes  corruption  and  at 
what  point  receipt  of  money  or 
services  becomes  a  bribe. 

The  law  also  requires  updat¬ 
ing  because  of  the  growth  in 
new  kinds  of  governmental 
bodies  such  as  Next  Step 
agencies.  The  status  of  officials 
within  those  agencies  needs  to 
be  defined. 


Hamilton  pulls  out 
of  hostile  reception 
at  Downing  Street 

By  Andrew  Pierce,  political  correspondent 


Christine  Hamilton;  “The  idea  1  used  to  shop  madly  at  Harrods  is  just  not  true*' 

Putting  on  a  brave  cheesy  grin 


By  Emma  Wilkins 

CHRISTINE  HAMILTON 
—  wife,  secretary  and  No  1 
fan  of  Nefl  —  insisted  yester¬ 
day  that  her  shopping  habits 
had  not  altered  because  of 
the  cash  for  questions  affair. 

“The  idea  that  I  ever  used 
to  shop  madly  al  Harrods  is 
just  not  true.  I  haven't  been 
there  for  eight  or  nine  years. 
It’s  just  not  convenient  for 
Westminster  Tube,"  she  said, 
putting  on  a  brave  face  after 
her  husband  abandoned  his 


courtroom  battle.  Hiding 
her  disappointment  under 
immaculate  make-up,  a  jaun¬ 
ty  blazer  and  what  she  called 
"my  cheesy  grin"  she  said:  “I 
always  believe  there  is  no 
point  curling  up  in  a  heap  in 
tiie  corner  hoping  tilings  wQJ 
go  away.  You'Ve  got  to  come 
out  and  face  the  world  and 
get  on  with  things." 

The  couple,  who  married 
in  1963  just  days  before  the 
general  election,  have  a  dose 
marriage  which  has  become 
stronger,  Mrs  Hamilton 


said.  “There  have  been  times 
in  the  last  two  years  when  it 
has  been  difficult  and  I 
almost  wish  I’d  married  a 
bus  driver,  but  then  I  immed¬ 
iately  think  the  bus  driver 
would  have  bad  to  be  Neil." 

Mrs  Hamilton.  46,  admits 
to  there  having  been  tearful 
moments  when  the  strain  has 
taken  its  toD.  "Very  occasion¬ 
ally  we  have  both  been  tempt¬ 
ed  to  give  up  but  once  you've 
put  your  hand  to  the  plough 
then  you've  got  to  see  it 
through." 


NEIL  Hamilton  withdrew  at 
short  notice  from  an  embar¬ 
rassing  encounter  with  John 
Major  at  Downing  Street  last 
night  as  the  foil  fury  of  the 
Prime  Minister  and  Conserva¬ 
tive  Party  surfaced  over  the 
"cash  for  questions” 
controversy. 

John  Major,  Michael 
Heseltine  and  Brian 
Mawhinney,  the  Party  chair¬ 
man,  were  said  to  be  “spitting" 
with  rage  last  night  over  the 
role  of  Mr  Hamilton  in  foe 
abandoning  of  the  libel  trial 
against  The  Guardian. 

Mr  Hamilton  had  boasted 
yesterday  that  he  would  be 
going  to  Downing  Street  that 
night  and  that  photographers 
“could  get  pictures  of  me  there 
this  evening  if  anybody  is  still 
interested". 

But  he  withdrew  from  foe 
reception  hosted  by  Mr  Major 
for  foe  Adam  Smith  Institute 
only  hours  before  the  first 
guests  began  to  arrive.  He  told 
ITN:  “I’m  far  too  busy  just  to 
spend  my  time  in  social  inter¬ 
course  and  drinking”. 

One  senior  Tory  party 


■  •  \-  • 


into 


Tbe.#fl  is  pmyfd^  r£36  atfHroa  in  grants  this 
year  for  traimtig  ki  the  construct!  wi  imtestry: 
We  returnJSp  irf  each  paamfWe levy;  yft&er  as ... 
grants  br  other  financial  support.  Oar  akn  fe  tii . 

;  eosthre  that  ifee^ctmstrnctisri  fhdtasfry  has.  the  ‘ 
most  competent  Workforce  possible.  '•>■  '.  . 
So  we  iavfe&t  a  farther  53p  for  each  pound  of  - 
levy  received  becfotse  iVE  generate  extra  cash 
•  elsewhere;  The  a^titt^raf  fovestneBt  cov^s  * 
sew  entrant  tranifag,  devefopTa^  SVOs  and 
SVQs,  and  general  careers  advice.  :  ‘  ■ 


Ofir  mn  entrant  training  programme  fa  the 
largiest-  ia  ttte  *  indhstr  y.wifa  sflraa  t2,5bS" 

.  :  trainees  raeoarses  each  year.  ■  :  ; 
Throegfrofir  Sraflts  Scheme  ore  offer  everything 
from  dew  eatfaDtjrainwd  for  school  leavers, 

'  tocfudiiig  Modern.  Apprenticeships,  throogh  tp 
new  skills  training  for  experienced  personnel 
Courses  cap  range,  from  ftaffa  da£  to  several/. 
'ranotfc/Aad  we  heip  ^fo1O03O^  psi^fo  a  , 
'yeac-_  ‘  •  -■  ’  v  .  . . 

vftftwede n’t.fcnow  wte  toWpSyfin  dart  teg 


To  got  an.  iii  formation  pack;  or-  details  on  the 


OTB  m  0Mfi5i7Bf  333  qeotfog  ref  TTt. 

Apply  tiow  aRd.tbg ether ^we  ca tr  im IW  a  better 
ctmstrocfwaibdtislryf  .... 


j  . 
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source  said  last  night:  “If  Mr 
Hamilton  had  not  reached 
that  decision  by  himself  some¬ 
one  would  have  made  it  for 
hint."  ,  .  . 

The  former  trade  minister 
confirmed  on  Tuesday  night 
that  he  had  received  payments 
of  £5,000  and  E4.000  from  Ian 
Greer,  foe  lobbyist,  for  the 
introduction  of  new  business. 
The  admission  came  24  hours 
after  Mr  Hamilton  and  Mr 
Greer  called  off  their  battle 
against  The  Guardian.  Mr 
Greer  had  been  accused  of 
paying  foe  former  minister  to 
ask  Parliamentary  questions 
for  Mohamed  Al  Fayed  the 
owner  of  Harrods.  Both  men 
have  denied  the  allegation. 

Mr  Greer,  speaking  yester¬ 
day  for  foe  first  time  about  the 
controversy,  called  on  foe 
Director  of  Public  Prosecu¬ 
tions  to  launch  an  investiga¬ 
tion  into  Mr  Al  Fayed -s  claims 
that  he  passed  on  money  for 
Parliamentary  questions.  He 
said:  “If  he  is  right  he  is  guilty 
of  a  criminal  act  in  trying  to 
bribe  MPs.  I  hope  very  much 
that  the  police  are  going  to 
now  look  at  Mr  Al  Fayed. 

“  The  matter  requires  the 
highest  level  investigation. 
This  is  foe  same  man  who  was 
accused  of  blackmail  by  foe 
Prime  Minister." 

Mr  Greer  said  that  Mr  Al 
Fayed  had  a  grudge  against 
the  Government  for  refusing 
to  grant  him  a  British 
passport 

Mr  Al  Fayed,  in  a  statement 
repeated  liis  allegation  that 
Mr  Greer  had  told  him  that 
“an  MP  could  be  hired  in  the 


same  way  as  you  hail  a  taxi". 

He  added;  “As  a  businessman 
I  could  understand  foe  concept 
that  professionals  in  any  field 
require  payment  for  their  ser¬ 
vices  and  I  paid  the  sum  that 
was  asked  for  by  Mr  Greer." 

With  the  controversy  show¬ 
ing  little  sign  of  abating  there 
was  deepening  anger  in 
Downing  Street  at  Mr  Hamil¬ 
ton  for  plunging  foe  Tory 
Party  into  renewed  turmoil  on 
foe  eve  of  foe  last  conference 
before  the  general  election. 

□  Members  of  foe  Tatton 
Conservative  Association  re¬ 
mained  resolute  in  their  sup¬ 
port  for  their  MP,  Neil  « 
Hamilton,  yesterday.  Pattie  v® 
Turner-Smith,  chairman  of 
foe  women's  section  of  the 
association,  said  members 
were  fully  behind  him. 

Letters,  page  21 


Hamilton;  “too  busy 
for  social  intercourse" 


Greer  launches 
media  fightback 


A  MEDIA  troubleshooter  has 
been  hired  fay  Ian  Greer,  the 
political  lobbyist  to  lead  his 
counter-attack  against  the 
wave  of  sleaze  allegations 
(Andrew  Pierce  writes). 

John  Stonborough,  47.  who 
runs  his  own  media  consul¬ 
tancy,  moved  into  Mr  Greer’s 
office  in  Westminster  on  Tues¬ 
day  evening.  Mr  Greer  insists 
he  broke  no  rules  by  paying 
commission  payments  to  MPs 
in  foe  1980s. 

Mr  Stonborough.  who  was 
employed  by  the  lobbyist 
when  the  allegations  were  first 
made  in  1994,  arrived  only 
minutes  before  Neal  Hamil¬ 
ton,  the  former  trade  and 
industry  minister,  appeared 
live  on  BBCZs  Newsnight.  Mr 
Hamilton  had  accepted  a 
risky  invitation  to  appear  with 
Alan  Rusbridger,  the  Editor  of 
The  Guardian,  with  Jeremy 
Paxman  in  the  chair.  Mr 
Hamilton  is  being  advised  by 


a  group  of  friends  including 
Gerald  Howarth,  the  former 
Tory  MP.  Mr  Hamilton  and 
Mr  Howarth  successfully 
sued  foe  BBC  over  a  Panora¬ 
ma  programme  in  1984. 

The  Hamilton  fightback  has 
been  stalled  by  the  absence  of 
any  public  declarations  of 
support  from  Tory  MPs  and 
Conservative7  Central  Office. 
Most  observers  thought  his 
appearance  on  News  night 
backfired. 

Last  night  foe  Greer  camp 
heard  that  further  revelations 
were  going  to  be  published  in 
the  following  day's  Times  and 
Guardian.  Mr  Greer  dedded 
to  hit  back,  and  yesterday 
appeared  on  lunchtime  tele¬ 
vision  and  radio  programmes. 

Mr  Greer  rang  fellow  lobby¬ 
ists  to  test  the  level  of  support. 
Sir  Tim  Bell,  who  is  advising 
the  Tories  on  their  election 
strategy,  was  one  of  the  first  to 
declare  his  support 
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Report  finds  evidence  of  psychological,  rather  than  viral  cause  of  chronic  fatigue 


Royal  colleges  say 
there’s  no  such 
thing  as  yuppie  flu 


By  Nigel  Hawkes,  science  editor 


PATIENTS  with  extreme  fa¬ 
tigue  have  been  misled  by 
claims  that  they  are  suffering 
from  so-caifed  yuppie  flu. 
three  royal  medical  colleges 
said  yesterday. 

Myalgic  encephalomyelitis 
(ME)  is  a  -very  inappropriate 
term"  to  describe  a  real  condi¬ 
tion.  Dr  Robert  KendeU.  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Royal  College  of 
*Sychiarrists.  said. 

”"Those  who  use  it  are  of  the 
unshakeable  conviction  that 
the  illness'is  not  psychological, 
and  that  a  virus  is  respon.vf- 
.  ble,”  he  said.  "It  is  wrong  and 
meaningless  to  make  this  dis¬ 
tinction  between  bodily  and 
psychological  illnesses." 

The  report,  published  by  the 
Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians. 
Psychiatrists  and  General 
Practitioners  and  undertaken 
at  the  request  of  the  Chief 
Medical  Officer,  says  thar  the 
condition  should  properly  be 
called  .Chronic  Fatigue  Syn¬ 
drome.  It  is  common,  affecting 
I  to  25  per  cent  of  the 
population,  and  causes  seri¬ 
ous  suffering  and  disability. 

But  the  use  of  the  term  ME, 
and  the  emphasis  on  finding  a 
physical  cause  such  as  a  virus, 
has  not  been  helpful.  The 
term  ME  “erroneously  en¬ 
dorses  the  existence  of  a 
specific  pathological  process 
for  which  there  is  no  evi¬ 
dence.”  the  report  says. 

ME  literally  means  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  brain  and  spinal 
cord,  which  are  ncrf  found  in 
sufferers  from  extreme  fa¬ 
tigue.  “We  may  have  tried  too 
hard  to  ascribe  the  condition 
to  a  specific  cause."  said  Sir 
Leslie  Tumberg,  President  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physi¬ 
cians  .  “If  we  can’t  .find  a  cause, 
we  still  have  patients  who 
need  treatment,” 

The  term  yuppie  flu  was 
equally  misleading,  said  Dr 
Simon  Wessely.  a  psychiatrist 
from  King's  College  School  of 
Medicine  in  London  and  a 
member  of  die  working  group 
which  produced  the  reporL 
Tt’s  a  problem  that  affects  all 


classes.”  he  said.  "Some  pa¬ 
tients  have  very  fixed  beliefs 
about  what's  wrong  with  them 
and  that  is  unhelpfuL” 

The  report  cites  more  than 
20  studies  which  have  found 
that  up  to  three  quarters  of 
chronic  fatigue  sufferers  have 
some  form  of  psychiatric  dis¬ 
order.  including  depression 
and  anxiety.  In  many  cases 
anti-depressants  prescribed 
by  GPs  can  help.  In  some 
cases  the  condition  may  be 
triggered  by  viral  disease, 
such  as  glandular  fever,  but 
there  is  no  evidence  that 
persistent  viral  infection  un¬ 
derlies  the  disease. 

The  report  suggests  a  dear 
definition  Tor  the  condition:  six 
months  of  severe  disabling 
fatigue  that  is  made  worse  by 
physical  or  mental  exertion 
and  for  which  no  adequate 
medical  explanation  can  be 
found. 

The  best  approach  to  treat¬ 
ment  consists  of  graded  exer¬ 
cise  programmes  —  in  which 
the  patient  is  set  gradually 
increasing  targets  —  which 
may  be  combined  with  cogni¬ 
tive  behaviour  therapy.  This 
involves  the  patient  discussing 
the  condition  with  a  therapist 
and  bong  helped  to  under¬ 
stand  it  better.  Patients  are 
helped  to  combat  depression 
and  anxiety  and  examine 
whether  their  underlying 
thoughts  or  assumptions 
might  be  contributing  to  their 
disability. 

Except  for  cases  in  which 
anti-depressants  may  help, 
drugs  are  seldom  useful  and 
rior  are  changes  in  diet,  the 
report  says.  Prolonged  bed 
rest  or,  at  the  other  extreme, 
excessive  exercise  were  equal¬ 
ly  unhelpful. 

Dr  KendeU  told  a  news 
conference  at  the  Royal  Coll¬ 
ege  of  Physicians  in  London 
that  all  those  involved  in  the 
problem  must  realise  that  the 
distinction  between  the  physi¬ 
cal  and  psychological  was 
iUusory.  The  syndrome  lay  in 
a  "grey  area"  between  the 


Barclay  brothers 
challenge  TV 
privacy  laws 


By  Russell  Jenkins 


THE  millionaire  Barclay 
brothers  went  to  the  High 
Court  yesterday  to  challenge 
Britain's  laws  on  privacy. 

David  and  Frederick  Bar¬ 
clay.  .61.  who  go  to  extraordi¬ 
nary'  lengths  to  protect  their 
home  in  the  Channel  Islands 
from  prying  eyes,  were  furious 
when  a  BBC  reporter  turned 
up  on  Brecqhou  in  a  small 
dinghy  to  film  a  documentary. 

TTiey  want  to  change  the  law 
governing  television  broad¬ 
casters  after  they  were  told 
that  the  Broadcasting  Com¬ 
plaints  Commission  could  not 
investigate  a  complaint  until 
after  tire  programme  had  been 
shown.  The  item  about  the 
mins'  extraordinary  Gothic 
castle  was  shown  on  BBG?s 
media  programme  The  Spin 
last  October. 

Their  lawyers  are  seeking  a 
judicial  review  into  the  com¬ 
mission's  interpretation  of  the 
Broadcasting  Act  in  an  action 
which. some  fear  oould  lead  to 
sagging  orders  on  broadcast¬ 
ers.' Peter  Duffy.  counsel  tor 
the  brothers,  who  own  The 
Ritz  Hotel  as  well  as  The 
European,  told  Mr  Justice 
Sedley  that  the  case  involved  a 
discreet  but  important  jxrmt: 
whether  there  should  be  a 
statutory  mechanism  for  the 
commission  to  provide  prota. 
■  tinn  against  tire  invasion  of 
privacy  by  journalists  prior  to 
broadcast. 

The  case  arose  from  an 
investigation  by  the  media 
programme  in  August  - 
_  when  John  Sweeney,  a  report- 
B  er  sauted  access  by  boat  to  the 
island,  which  is  separated 


from  neighbouring  Sark  by  a 
treacherous  channel. 

Mr  Duffy  said  the  brothers 
had  no  remedy  before  trans¬ 
mission  because  the  wording 
of  the  statute  was  ambiguous. 
The  1981  Broadcasting  Act 
says  that  no  infringement  of 
privacy  can  be  undertaken 
until  the  programme  is  "actu¬ 
ally  so  broadcast”.  Subse¬ 
quent  Acts  have  tidied  up  the 
language  but  have  failed  to 
dear  up  the  confusion. 

The  failure  to  redress  an 
infringement  of  privacy  prior 
to  broadcast  contravenes  the 
European  Convention  on  Hu¬ 
man  Rights,  which  guarantees 
respect  for  private  and  family 
life,  he  said. 

Mark  Shaw,  counsel  for  the 
BCC.  quoted  ministers’  re¬ 
marks  and  said  that  the 
commission  had  followed  a 
clear  and  unambiguous  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  law.  He  said: 
“No  doubt  there  was  an  inva¬ 
sion  but-Parliament  has  taken 
the  view  that  a  line  has  to  be 
drawn  and  that  line  is  after 
there  has  been  a  broadcast  If 
Parliament  had  intended  the 
law  to  apply  before  a  broad¬ 
cast  it  would  have  said  so.” 

The  BBC.  represented  by 
Robert  Englehart  QC,  sup¬ 
ported  the  commission’s  inter¬ 
pretation.  Mr  Justice  Sedley  is 
due  to  deliver  his  judgment 
early  next  week.  The  Barclays 
lodged  a  formal  complaint 
after  the  broadcast  An  inqui¬ 
ry  has  been  held  but  has  not 
yet  reported  its  findings.  The 
brothers  bought  the  island  in 
1093  for  an  estimated  £23 
million. 
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physical  and  psychological 
poles,  leading  to  “controversy 
and  passions"  inside  and  out¬ 
side  the  medical  world.  He 
admitted  that  some  doctors 
could  be  dismissive  of  chronic 
fatigue,  telling  patients  10 
“pull  themselves  together" 
and  failing  to  recognise  a 
genuine  problem. 

Four  charities  representing 
sufferers,  including  the  ME 
Association  and  Action  for 
ME.  responded  with  a  state¬ 
ment  saying  that  the  report 
was  biased  towards  psychiat¬ 
ric  factors  and  that  its  estimate 
of  the  number  of  sufferers  was 
much  too  high. 

“While  we  are  disappointed 
by  the  general  thrust  of  the 
report,  we  do  wholeheartedly 
agree  with  the  unequivocal 
acknowledgment  that  this  is  a 
genuine  and  seriously  debili¬ 
tating  condition  which  is  poor¬ 
ly  understood  and  poorly 
managed  by  many  doctors." 
the  statement  said. 


Dr  Stuttaford  and  Ms  Rantzen  each  found  something  in  the  report  to  support  their  conflicting  views  on  ME 

Antagonists  resume  war  of  words 


By  Joanna  Bale 

THE  report  led  to  a  resumption  of  the 
war  of  words  between  Esther  Rantzen, 
the  broadcaster,  and  Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford.  the  Times  columnist.  Miss 
Rantzen  was  criticised  recently  by  Dr 
Stuttaford,  who  said  be  was  "set  up" 
when  booed  and  hissed  by  an  invited 
audience  on  BBCI’s  Rantzen  Report. 

Dr  Stuttaford  said  that  the  report  bad 
totally  supported  his  view  that  psycho¬ 
logical  factors;  including  depression, 
can  be  significant  Ms  Rantzen  said. 


however,  that  "at  no  stage  does  the 
report  ever  say  that  it  is  a  kind  of 
depression”.  Wrong,  says  Dr  Stuttaford: 
“What  it  actually  says  is  that  over  half  the 
sufferers  have  signs  of  depression." 

Miss  Rantzen,  whose  daughter  Emily. 
18,  has  ME  also  says  that  the  report 
supports  a  viral  cause  for  the  disease. 
"The  report  does  say  that  it  is  directly 
related  to  the  virus  which  causes 
glandular  fever,  which  was  bow  my 
daughter  developed  it"  she  said. 

Wrong  again,  says  Dr  Stuttaford. 
"What  h  says  is  that  only  in  occasional 


cases,  less  than  10  per  emit  is  the 
condition  triggered  by  a  virus,  and  that 
viruses  can  in  no  way  account  for  die 
persistence  of  the  condition." 

Ms  Rantzen  said  she  found  it  very  sad 
that  Dr  Stuttaford  should  be  so  antago¬ 
nistic  to  die  views  expressed  to  him  by 
patients  and  their  families.  He  denies 
being  antagonistic:  "Her  memory  of  the 
events  are  very  different  from  my  own.  1 
am  very  sympathetic  to  people  who 
suffer  the  condition." 

Body  &  Mind,  page  18 


SATURDAY 


IN  THE  TIMES 


WIN  THE  TIMES 
COOK  IN  YOUR 
KITCHEN 

Your  chance  to 
win  dinner  for  six 
cooked  by 
Frances  Bissell  in 
your  home,  in 
Weekend 

MEN’S 

FASHION 

SPECIAL 

36  pages  of 
autumn  style,  in 

the  Magazine 

PLUS 

Vision,  the  7-day 
TV  and  radio 
guide 


lass' 

iary 

iOV- 

Acr 

<ot- 

aan. 

scry 


-•SS 

Clare 
i  over- 
:  and 
Jack 
Mo 
reland; 
Da  lies 
ml  civil 


THOU  GO  fflffHflRftiyW  ROB  TWO  CfjNggflre  DBS  OR  LESS  H  Mff  MDHTHHO  UtMTHK  UMUmORETO  OVEKOWT  QWGCWii  flElWE.  PtaSg  BEMOtfERWERgr  WU.  UNDP 

uwffigusEwu  ro  win  ntt  owntftArt;  ihiepest  andowgbwmchyou  cw  mxjurkcouki  mm  current  accoutre  wcur*«oiH?DiWTFWT»«o«Qi£GuttMTEE/gf^(^wwgjn^w 

SRMDHS  WD  ME  ONIY  fj/rSJtSLE  10  PEQrl£  AGtP  B  OR  OHK  HJli.  ACCOUNT  OfWIS  WO  COKDfflWG  AfC  RffitBtL  WOK  WR  UXX.  PftWCK  KRUTOI  QUOTfflOMS  DM  REQLE5T  fB£W  Will  lOCftl  BRANCH  OR  WUKX  EtUUXNG  SOGETX  TRMTf  ROAQ  >ttUFAX.  WEST  VQQQHME  HKl  2RE. 


Yes  j 


A-**V 


SPAD 


INFGRMfl 


6  HOME  NEWS _ 

Roedean  old  girl 
posed  as  chemist 
to  order  drugs 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  OCTOBER  3 1996 


By  A  Staff  Reporter 


A  FORMER  Roedean  School 
pupil  was  sent  cocaine  and 
heroin  by  a  pharmaceutical 
company  after  she  pretended 
that  she  planned  to  open  a 
chemist's  shop. 

Rachael  Salbstein.  33, 
whose  boyfriend  was  a  drug 
user,  received  nearly  £1.500 
worth  of  class  A  drugs  In  less 
than  a  month  after  placing 
orders  in  a  false  name.  She 
thought  of  the  idea  after  seeing 
a  television  programme  about 
setting  up  a  chemist's  and 
leafed  through  Yellow  Pages 
for  drug  companies. 

Salbstein  admitted  to  Ports¬ 
mouth  Crown  Court  seven 
charges  of  obtaining  property 
by  deception  and  supplying 
drugs.  She  and  Tony  Sullivan. 
31.  with  whom  she  lives  at 
Bedhamptan,  Hampshire, 
were  put  on  probation  for  two 
years.  Sullivan  admitted  five 
charges  of  aiding  and  abetting 
and  possessing  drugs. 

The  drug  company.  Martin- 
dale  Pharmaceuticals,  had 

failed  to  check  if  Salbstein  was 
a  qualified  pharmacist.  An 
employee  eventually  alerted 
police  after  seeing  an  article  in 


the  trade  journal  Chemist  and 
Druggist  warning  pharma¬ 
cists  of  the  bogus  chemist  who 
called  herseB'  G.M.  Pullen. 
Two  other  companies  she  had 
contacted  had  notified  police. 

Salbstein  copied  out  the  full 
names  of  drugs  from  a  nurs¬ 
ing  guide  so  that  she  appeared 
to  be  a  pharmacist  She 
ordered  a  heroin  derivative, 
cocaine  paste,  used  in  nasal 
operations,  and  morphine 
sulphate,  used  to  relieve  back 
pain. 

A  courier  made  six  deliver¬ 
ies  from  Marfindale  to  the 
couple's  home. 

Sullivan  told  police  that 
when  the  first  arrived  “it  was 
brilliant  —  it  was  like  all  my 
birthdays  had  come'1.  Judge 
Selwood  ordered  him  to  attend 
a  rehabilitation  course. 

The  judge  also  said  that  the 
conduct  of  Martindale  Phar¬ 
maceuticals,  of  Romford,  Es¬ 
sex,  was  “the  most  appalling 
breach  of  safety  procedures 
which  ought  to  have  been 
applied".  The  company  said 
after  the  case  that  it  had 
submitted  a  report  to  the 
Home  Office. 


‘Had  he  known,  he  would  have  given  his  consent’ 

Man  in  sperm  case  died 
hoping  wife  was  pregnant 

Rv  Pptpd  CnsTTo  tn  .m  rhnu  di.rc  qiiPRirinne  in  thrir  home  in  their  sperm  unless  the  dona 


Rachael  Salbstein  leafed  through  Yellow  Pages 
for  the  names  of  drug  companies 


By  Peter  Foster 

A  WOMAN  who  was  banned 
from  using  her  dead  hus¬ 
band's  sperm  to  have  a  baby 
thought  she  was  pregnant  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  the  High 
Court  was  told  yesterday. 

The  30-year-old  widow, 
known  for  legal  reasons  as 
Mrs  B,  asked  lor  the  sperm  to 
be  taken  from  her  husband  as 
he  lay  in  a  coma  after  catching 
meningitis  in  March  last  year. 

She  later  discovered  she  was 
not  pregnant  but  was  told  by 
the  Human  Fertilisation  and 
Embryology  Authority  that 
she  could  not  use  the  sperm 
because  her  late  husband  had 
not  given  his  written  consent. 

Yesterday,  in  the  first  court 
action  of  its  kind,  she  asked  for 
permission  to  be  artificially 
inseminated  in  Britain  or,  if 
the  law  did  not  allow  this,  to 
have  the  sperm  exported  to 
America  or  Europe,  where  she 
could  receive  treatment. 

The  case,  which  has  been 
the  catalyst  for  a  wide-ranging 
debate  on  the  ethics  of  artifi¬ 
cial  insemination,  is  expected 


to  last  up  to  three  days. 

Lord  Lester  of  Heme  Hill. 
QC,  for  Mrs  B,  said  that  his 
client,  in  seeking  to  have  her 
late  husband's  child,  was 
being  faithful  to  his  wishes  as 
well  as  her  own.  The  couple 
had  “so  much  warned"  a  baby 
together,  he  said. 

Lord  Lester  said  the  couple 
had  married  in  church  in  1991 
and  had  specifically  requested 
the  traditional  service  from 
the  1&22  prayer  book,  which 
puts  greater  emphasis  on  pro¬ 
creation  in  marriage. 

He  said  the  couple  had 
discussed  the  issue  of  artificial 
insemination  in  some  detail 
after  reading  a  newspaper 
article  on  the  subject  It  was 
because  of  their  knowledge  of 
the  possibilities  of  artificial 
insemination  that  Mrs  B  had 
asked  doctors  to  take  sperm 
samples  from  her  husband 
before  he  died. 

When  Mrs  B's  husband  fell 
ill.  the  couple  mistakenly 
hoped  and  believed  that  Mrs  B 
was  pregnant.  Lord  Lester 
said  they  had  subscribed  to  a 
baby  magazine  and  had  made 
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alterations  to  their  home  in 
preparation.  Lord  Lester  add¬ 
ed:  “There  is  cogent  and 
compelling  evidence,  not  dis¬ 
puted  by  the  authority,  that 
her  husband  approved  of  the 
use  of  artificial  insemination 
in  the  kind  of  circumstances 
which  arose  in  his  case.  This  is 
the  central  and  important  fact 
which  distinguishes  it  from 
oilier  cases. 

“They  had  specifically 
thought  about  it.  He  lacked 
the  capacity  at  the  time  to  give 
his  consent  but  his  wishes 
were  well  known  beforeliand. 
Had  he  known  he  was  about 
to  fall  unconscious  and  the 
consent  farm  was  thrust  in 
front  of  him,  on  Mrs  B's 
evidence,  he  would  have 
signed." 

He  argued  that  the  Human 
Fertilisation  and  Embryology 
Authority  had  taken  an  “un¬ 
duly  narrow  approach"  to  the 
law  when  ordering  that  the 
frozen  sperm  could  not  be 
used.  Under  the  1990  Human 
Fertilisation  and  Embryology 
Ad,  sperm  donors  must  give 
writien  consent  for  the  use  of 


Massive 
black  hole 
‘at  centre 
of  galaxy’ 

By  Nigel  Hawkes 

SCIENTISTS  believe  they 
have  proved  the  existence  of  a 
black  hole  in  the  centre  of  the 
galaxy  which  is  several  mo¬ 
tion  times  the  mass  of  the  Sun 
and  sucks  in  gas  and  stars. 

The  bole,  at  the  centre  of 
the  Milky  Way,  has  been 
identified  by  calculations  by 
Andreas  Edcart  and  Rein- 
hard  GenzeL  of  the  Max 
Planck  Institute  for  Extrater¬ 
restrial  Physics,  near  Mu¬ 
nich,  who  measured  the 
“proper  motions"  of  the  stars 
around  the  putative  black 
hole  over  a  five-year  period. 

These  showed  dial  the  ve¬ 
locities  of  the  stars  declined 
the  further  they  were  from 
the  centre,  just  as  one  would 
expect  if  they  were  in  orbit 
around  it.  they  report  in 
Nature.  The  velocity  data 
also  support  the  idea  that  the 
stars  are  in  circular  orbit 
pulled  into  shape  by  the 
enormous  mass  at  the  centre. 
First  results  suggest  that 
these  stars  are  moving  at 
1,000  miles  per  second. 

From  the  data  the  mass  of 
the  object  around  which  the 
stars  are  rotating  is  2.4 
million  times  the  mass  of  the 
Sun.  Since  there  is  no  object 
of  remotely  this  size  visible  in 
the  centre,  the  only  conclu¬ 
sion  is  it  must  be  a  black  hole. 


their  sperm  unless  the  dona¬ 
tion  is  made  between  a  couple 
being  treated  together. 

Lord  Lester  said  that  Mrs 
B's  late  husband's  written 
consent  was  therefore  needed 
only  after  his  death  when,  in 
die  eyes  of  the  law.  he  in  effect 
became  an  anonymous  donor. 
“Why  should  Mrs  B’s  hus^ 
band,  though  she  had  known 
him  for  several  years,  be 
regarded  as  a  complete 
stranger?"  he  asked. 

A  statement  from  Baroness 
Wamock,  who  chaired  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  on 
Human  Fertilisation  and  Em¬ 
bryology.  was  read  to  the^.- 
judge.  Sir  Stephen  Brown.  irSj 
support  of  Mrs  B's  case. 

In  the  statement  Baroness 
Warnock  said:  “1  feel  certain, 
had  the  Committee  of  Inquiry 
considered  such  a  case.  w% 
would  have  seen  no  ethical  or 
public  policy  objections  to 
allowing  the  woman  to  be¬ 
come  pregnant  by  the  use  of 
her  husband's  frozen  sperm, 
either  in  this  country  or 
abroad." 

The  case  continues. 


Shame  over 
buck  teeth 
led  student 
to  suicide 

By  a  Staff  Reporter 

A  STUDENT  from  Paris  ^ 
whose  life  was  ruined  by  her 
buck  teeth  left  a  13-page  sui¬ 
cide  letter  in  her  hotel  nxnri 
before  plunging  into  toe 
Thames,  an  inquest  heard 
yesterday.  She  had  carefully 
planned  her  death  and  trav¬ 
elled  to  London  to  cany  it  .put, 
the  City  Coroner’s  Court  was 
told.  ;i- 

A  suicide  verdict  was.  ns 
carded  on  Anne-Laure 
Charlette  Goulfliart,  25,  who 
died  in  April.  Her  note  read: 

“I  am  going  to  kill  myself 
because  l  have  buck  teeth.  I 
will  folly  put  an  end  to  my 
fears  and  exhaustion.  I  now 
only  have  one  fear,  to  mess  it 
up  and  wake  in  a  hospital 
room  in  more  despair." 

The  woman  had  booked 
into  a  hotel  in  Victoria  the  day 
before  she  abandoned  her 
belongings  there  and  killed 
herself.  PC  Nigel  Selb,  who 
dealt  with  the  case,  said 
afterwards:  “It  is  a  complete 
mystery  to  her  family  and 
friends  why  she  did  this.  She  4 
had  a  perfectly  normal  life  in  w 
France. 

"You  don't  know  what  goes 
through  the  minds  of  young 
women:  they  have  an  image  of 
perfection  and  take  ii  to  the 
extreme.  Her  teeth  did  not 
protrude  excessively.” 
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Soaring:  the  national  survey  found  numbers  of  stonechats.  marsh  tits,  greylag  geese  and  ravens  were  increasing 


Plummeting:  populations  of  golden  plovers,  oystercatchers,  mute  swans  and  swallows  were  found  to  be  foiling 


New  survey  upsets  theories  of  declining  bird  numbers 


By  Michael  Hornsby,  countryside  correspondent 


A  NEW  survey  of  Britain's 
birds  has  thrown  into  confu¬ 
sion  previous  notions  of  de¬ 
clining  numbers  by  including 
habitats  not  normally  consid¬ 
ered,  such  as  urban  and 
suburban  areas. 

The  survey  also  suggests 
that  some  birds  are  staging  a 
comeback,  despite  damage  to 
their  habirats  from  rural  dev¬ 
elopment  and  intensive  farm¬ 
ing.  thanks  to  the  European 
Union's  much-criticised  set- 
aside  policy. 

Among  farmland  birds  pre¬ 
viously  thought  to  be  in  long¬ 
term  decline,  linnets  and 
yellow  wagtails  recorded  in¬ 
creases  of  15  per  cent  and  24 
per  cent  between  1994  and 
1995.  according  to  the  survey, 
the  first  of  a  planned  annual 
bird  census.  It  was  carried  out 
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Consumer 
champion 
aims  to 
revive  role 

By  Robin  Young 

.THE  Consumers’  Association 
is  seeking  to  revitalise  its  role 
as  a  campaigning  political 
pressure  group. 

The  organisation,  which 
publishes  the  Which?  group  of 
magazines  and  has  almost 
750,000  members,  is  doing  the 
rounds  of  the  party  confer¬ 
ences  touting  a  manifesto 
called  Making  Markets  Work . 
which  catalogues  the  reforms 
the  association  would  like  the 
next  government  to  initiate. 

Stephen  Harris,  director  of 
communications,  said  yester¬ 
day:  “We  are  trying  to  get  back 
to  die  role  CA  had  in  the  1970s. 
During  the  1980s  consumer¬ 
ism  became  confused  with 
consumption.  Legitimate  con¬ 
sumer  concerns  were  pushed 
aside  while  attention  focused 
on  how  much  money  people 
had  and  how  much  they  were 
spending.  We  still  see  that 
with  all  the  talk  about  the  ‘feel¬ 
good’  factor." 

Mr  Harris  said  the  present 
Government  dearly  attached 
high  value  to  the  interests  of 
industry  and  other  producers. 
"They  attach  very  low  value  to 
consumer  interests.  The  de¬ 
regulation  initiative  is  a  much 
dearer  indication  where  this 
Government  is  coming  from 
than  the  Citizen's  Charter."  he 
said.  “If  consumers  had  even 
an  equal  footing  with  produc¬ 
ers  in  the  Government’s  con¬ 
sideration  there  would  not 
have  been  the  terrible  mess  in 
the  Government's  reactions  to 
the  BSE  crisis,"  he  daimed. 

Mr  Harris  said  the  associ¬ 
ation  had  identified  six  key 
areas.  Campaign  teams  have 
been  established  in  the  fields 
of  communications,  health, 
including  food,  personal  fi¬ 
nance.  public  utilities,  redress, 
and  transport.  “From  now  on 
we  intend  to  punch  our 
weight."  Mr  Harris  said. 

□  A  call  for  higher  standards 
among  professional  bodies  in¬ 
volved  in  drafting  wills  was 
made  by  the  Consumers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  after  a  survey-  found 
that  more  than  a  quarter  were 
incorrect  or  confusing. 

In  a  survey  of  51  wills, 
reoorted  in  Which?,  a  oanel  of 


by  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Protection  of  Birds  (RSPB).  the 
British  Trust  for  Ornithology 
(BTOJ  and  the  Joint  Nature 
Conservation  Committee 
(JNCQ,  representing  govern¬ 
ment  countryside  agencies. 

Set-aside,  which  requires 
farmers  to  leave  some  land 
fallow,  might  have  helped 
linnets  by  leaving  more  undis¬ 
turbed  sites  for  feeding  and 
nesting.  If  so.  the  benefit  could 
prove  short-lived  as  the 
amount  of  land  farmers  have 
to  leave  uncropped  has  been 
halved  this  year.  Of  almost  100 
species  of  breeding  birds  mon¬ 
itored,  27  increased,  12  de¬ 
clined  and  5S  remained  stable, 
a  much  less  gloomy  picture 
than  has  emerged  from  most 
recent  studies.  Greylag  geese, 
stonechats.  sand  martins. 


Stables 
fire  man 
in  court 

A  man  commended  for  his 
actions  daring  a  stable  fire 
that  killed  four  racehorses 
appeared  before  Swindon 
magistrates  charged  with 
causing  criminal  damage. 
Brian  Simpson.  43,  from 
Wroughtxra,  Wiltshire,  spent 
three  days  in  hospital  after 
being  dragged  unconscious 
from  the  fire  at  the  trainer 
Jim  Old's  complex.  He  was 
haded  until  November  28. 

Tokyo  jailing 

John  Irvine,  25.  from  Jersey, 
was  jailed  for  five  years  by  a 
court  in  Tokyo  for  importing 
15  kg  of  opium  into  Japan. 
Irvine,  who  admitted  the 
offence,  was  arrested  after 
arriving  on  a  flight  from 
Thailand.  He  was  also  fined 
the  equivalent  of  £5,900. 

Rapist  jailed 

Ian  Clarke,  24,  of  Rainham. 
Kent  who  followed  a  14-year- 
old  girl  home  from  a  railway 
station,  forced  his  way  into 
her  house  and  raped  her.  was 
jailed  for  ten  years  at  Maid¬ 
stone.  The  judge  ordered  that 
he  should  be  strictly  super¬ 
vised  after  release. 

Festival  returns 

The  Glastonbuzy  Festival  is  to 
return  next  year  with  places 
for  an  extra  20.000  music  fans 
after  being  cancelled  this 
summer.  The  move  win  in¬ 
crease  capacity  to  100.000  for 
the  event,  to  be  held  on  June  i 
27, 28  and  29.  A  park-and-ridc 
scheme  is  planned. 

Turned  turtle 

A  giant  leatherback  turtle  has 
been  washed  up  on  the  Isle  of 
Lewis.  The  slightly  decom¬ 
posed  creature,  about  7ft  by  ( 
4ft.  is  believed  to  have  come 
from  the  raid- Atlantic  or  the  I 
Caribbean.  It  was  believed  to  1 
be  the  first  to  be  found  on  the 
island  in  ten  years. 

Clock  voice  dies 


The  sandmartin.  left,  showed  an  increase,  but  jays  were  among  species  showing  the  most  striking  decline 


marsh  tits  and  ravens  record¬ 
ed  population  increases  of 
between  35  and  169  per  cent 
Golden-  plovers, 

oystercatchers.  jays;  mure 
swans  and  swallows  suffered 
the  most  striking  declines, 
ranging  from  17  to  63  per  cent 
Ornithologists  said  the  find¬ 


ings  were  encouraging  but 
cautioned  against  reading  too 
much  into  one  year's  figures. 
They  said  some  of  the  results 
would  be  corrected  in  subse¬ 
quent  counts. 

Mike  Everett  of  the  RSPB. 
said:  “Previous  monitoring 
has  concentrated  almost  exclu¬ 


sively  on  farmland  and  wood¬ 
land  habitats  and  has  had  a 
strong  bias  towards  southern 
England,  the  most  intensively 
fanned  area.  This  probably 
led  to  underestimates  of  the 
overall  size  of  bird  populat¬ 
ions.  The  new  survey  is  na¬ 
tion-wide  and  includes  upland 


grassland,  heaths,  bogs  and 
other  habitats,  including  ur¬ 
ban  and  suburban  areas.  This 
should  give  a  truer  picture, 
particularly  of  birds  nor  heavi¬ 
ly  dependent  on  farmland  and 
woodland.  Urban  areas  sup¬ 
port  many  birds." 

An  apparent  169  per  cent 


increase  in  greylag  geese  is 
being  treated  with  scepticism. 
Chris  Harbard.  also  of  the 
RSPB.  said:  “We  know  that  the 
geese,  essentially  farmyard 
birds  that  have  gone  wild, 
have  been  on  the  increase,  but 
there  is  no  way  They  could 
have  gone  up  one  and  a  half 
times  in  a  year." 

Ornithologists  are  more 
confident  of  some  of  the  other 
findings.  Increases  in  num¬ 
bers  of  goldcrests  fup  30  per 
cent},  wrens  (14  per  cent)  and 
robins  (11  per  cent)  are  attrib¬ 
uted  to  the  mild  winter  of  1994- 
95.  However,  their  numbers 
may  have  been  adversely  af¬ 
fected  by  the  harsher  and 
longer  J  995-96  winter. 

Richard  B  as  Word,  of  the 
BTO.  who  co-ordinated  the 
survey,  said:  “Many  summer 
migrants  did  well,  including 
whnethroat,  chiffchaffs  and 


willow  warblers,  probably 
because  of  good  rain  and 
feeding  conditions  in  sub- 
Saharan  Africa  where  they 
winter.  This  meant  more  of 
them  returned  here  and  pro¬ 
duced  more  young,”  The  sur¬ 
vey  confirmed  that,  while 
some  farmland  birds  may 
have  recovered,  others  are  still 
in  decline,  among  them  swal¬ 
lows.  kestrels  and  bullfinches* 
Omitholgists  were  su$S 
prised  by  the  big  drops  record-" 
ed  in  mute  swans  and  golden 
plovers  by  22  per  cent  and  63 
per  cen  r  respectively.  Mr  Ever¬ 
ett  said:  "We  are  pretty  certain 
the  golden  plover  figure  was 
distorted  by  the  inclusion  of 
large  numbers  of  migrant 
birds  of  passage  in  the  1994 
counL  The  apparent  decline  in 
swans  is  more  mysterious  as 
all  other  recent  surveys  show 
they  are  increasing." 
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‘She  could  not  accept  Germany  ending  the  century  a  winner  and  her  own  nation  a  loser’ 


How  Thatcher  used 
tea  and  tanks 

to  outgun  Kohl 


On  a  joint  troop  visit  with  Lady  T 
Kohl  had  some  difficulty  squeezing 


BARONESS  THATCHER 
was  a  driven  woman  who, 
according  to  Chancellor 
Helmut  Kohl,  never  let  him 
get  a  word  in  edgeways. 
Whenever  he  tried,  she  used  to 
snap  at  him  not  to  interrupt 
her. 

The  German  leader's  obser¬ 
vations.  laced  with  occasional 
respectful  asides  about  the 
former  Prime  Minister, 
appear  in  his  memoir  of  the 
unification  years  that  was 
launched  with  much  pomp  in 
Bonn  yesterday.  The  Chancel¬ 
lor.  it  seems,  cannot  chase 
away  the  ghost  of  Lady 
Thatcher,  who  was  the  one 
leader  who  openly  stated  her 
distrust  of  German  ambitions 
in  Europe. 

“We  had  fierce  arguments 
on  several  occasions.  As  a  rule 
it  went  like  this:  she  talked  at 


From  Roger  Bo  yes  in  bonn 

an  unbelievable  speed  and  did 
not  let  me  utter  a  word.  When 
1  tried,  after  a  while,  to  open 
my  mouth  she  snapped.  Don't 
interrupt  me!  You're  talking 
all  the  time!’'  Herr  Kohl  noted 
that  Mrs  Thatcher  used  the 
teapot,  rather  than  her  hand¬ 
bag.  in  her  negotiating  tactics. 
"Whenever  the  atmosphere 
grew  icy,  she  poured  out  tea.  It 
took  me  a  while  to  work  out 
why:  that  she  regarded  readi¬ 
ness  to  compromise  as  a  sign 
of  weakness." 

His  book,  entitled  f  Wanted 
German  Unity,  is  pan  of  the 
public  fanfare  to  mark  Hen- 
Kohl's  14  years  in  office:  at  the 
end  of  the  month  he  overtakes 
Konrad  Adenauer's  record 
tenure.  But  it  is  also  neatly 
rimed  to  revive  mixed  memo¬ 
ries  of  Lady  Thatcher’s  views 
on  German  unification,  the 


sixth  anniversary’  of  which 
falls  today. 

Herr  Kohl  recalls  that  at  a 
Nato  summit  the  discussion 
centred  on  the  medium-range 
nuclear  weapons  to  be  sta¬ 
tioned  in  Germany.  "Marga¬ 
ret  Thatcher  spoke  the  whole 
time  about  cowardice  without 
naming  names.  Everybody 
knew  however  that  she  was 
referring  to  me  because  I  was 
apposed  to  the  deployment  of 
the  missiles." 

On  another  occasion,  the 
Chancellor  recalled  the  com¬ 
petitiveness  of  the  British  lead¬ 
er.  During  a  troop  visit  in 
Germany.  Lady  Thatcher  and 
Here  Kohl  climbed  into  tanks 
for  the  photographers.  It  natu¬ 
rally  took  the  Chancellor 
somewhat  longer  to  squeeze 
into  the  turret  and  Mrs 
Thatcher  seized  the  moment 


. .  Lady  Thatcher  seized  the  moment,  got  in  ahead  of  the  Chancellor  and  pulled 
the  trigger.  "Margaret  shot  first  and,  of  course,  she  hit  the  target”  he  recalls 


and  pulled  the  trigger .  “  It  was 
quite  right  that  Margaret  shot 
first  and.  of  course,  she  hit  the 
target." 

The  Chancellor’s  main 
grudge  against  Lady  Thatcher 
—  despite  the  current  contro¬ 
versy  over  her  “Aif  Gamert" 
views  on  Germany  —  was  her 
inirial  reluctance  to  accept 
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German  unity.  But  in  the 
book,  he  passes  over  this  with 
surprisingly  gentle  irony.  In 
Cambridge  in  March  1990.  he 
recalls,  "she  honoured  my 
efforts  to  keep  united 
Germany  within  Nato  and  in 
doing  so  tried  to  give  the 
impression  that  she  was  al¬ 
ways  for  unification".  Lady 
Thatcher's  chief  problem, 
writes  rhe  Chancellor,  was 
that  she  could  not  accept  the 
possibility  that  Germany 
would  end  the  current  century 
as  a  winner  while  her  own 
nation,  twice  threatened  by  the 
Germans,  could  emerge  as  a 
loser.  She  was  stuck,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Here  Kohl,  in  an  out¬ 
dated  vision  of  history,  a  19th 
century  balance-of-pawer  phi¬ 
losophy. 

The  Chancellor  confesses  to 
confusion  at  Lady  Thatcher's 
rapid  shift  in  temperament, 
expressing  amazement  at  how 
she  could  one  moment  radiate 
warmth  and  the  next  switch  to 
cold-blooded  attack.  But  he 
appears  to  have  valued  her 
honesty.  “Margaret  Thatcher, 
this  highly  talented,  deter¬ 
mined  and  respectable 
woman  who  always  stuck  to 
her  views,  fought  openly  and 
did  not  try  to  go  behind  my 
back,  a  quality  that  I  highly 
respect."  Praise  for  Mrs 
Thatcher’s  honesty  may  have 
been  directed  at  the  French, 
whose  doubts  about  German 
unity  were  never  expressed 
with  full  candour,  .even 
though  Here  Kohl  has  only 
pleasant  words  for  the  late 
French  President.  Francois 
Mitterrand. 

The  book  is  a  polite  memoir, 
as  befits  a  leader  still  in  office. 
He  is  the  last  of  the  principal 
actors  on  stage  in  19S9-90  to 
give  his  view  of  German 
unification:  George  Bush. 
Lady  Thatcher,  Mikhail  Gorb¬ 
achev.  M  Mitterrand.  James 
Baker  and  Hans  Dietrich 
Genscher  have  all  had  their 
say.  They  show  broad  agree¬ 
ment  on  the  substance  but 
clear  differences  of  emphasis. 
Here  Kohl  is  nicer  to  Mr  Bush 
than  was  Lady  Thatcher.  Mr 
Bush,  in  turn,  is  harsher  than 


Mitterrand:  recalled 
with  affection  by  Kohl 


The  trouble  with 
Helmut:  ‘He 
is  so  German!’ 

By  Michael  Dynes  and  Phillip  Webster 


-to. 


Here  Kohl  on  Mr  Gorbachev. 

The  Chancellor  had  to  be 
persuaded  to  write  the  book  by 
one  of  his  collaborators,  the 
trusted  rabloid  journalist  Kai 
Diekmann.  The  other  co-au¬ 
thor  is  best  known  as  a 
biographer  of  Joseph  Goeb- 
bels.  the  Nazi  propaganda 
chief.  The  Chancellor’s  views 
were  dictated  late  at  night  in 
rhe  Chancellery  and  the  book 
was  put  together  at  his  Austri¬ 
an  holiday  home.  There  are 
few  surprises  in  it,  only  the 
occasional  sharp  insight  into 
die  personalities  of  other 
statesmen  and  women. 

Here  Kohl  swears  that  he 
will  not  write  a  full  autobiog¬ 
raphy  and.  for  the  time  being 
at  least.  his  most  revealing 
work  is  a  cook  book,  bringing 
together  recipes  from  favour¬ 
ite'  restaurants  and  pitstops  in 
Germany.  Its  authenticity  has 
recently  taken  a  knock.  On  a 
talk  show  last  month  he  said 
he  used  an  astonishing  18  eggs 
to  make  creme  caramel,  his 
favourite  dessert.  He  may  not 
be  as  expert  a  cook  as  die 
recipe  book  makes  out  and 
there  are  suspicions  it  may 
have  been  ghosted. 
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THE  majority  of  Britons 
may  have  believed  the  war 
with  Germany  ended,  in  1945 
bat  for  Baroness  Thatcher 
the  enmity  never  really 
stopped. 

Her  uneasy  relationship 
with  Helmut  KohL  whom  she 
regarded  as  a  sly.  German 
"provincial  politician’*,  was 
set  against  the  backdrop  of 
her  own  anxieties  over  Ger¬ 
man  economic  power  and 
her  resentment  at  the  Franco- 
German  relationship  in 
Europe. 

Lady  Thatcher's  most  cut¬ 
ting  remarks  about  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  were  usually  made  in 
private.  But  occasionally  they 
leaked  into  the  pnblic  do¬ 
main.  In  her  Downing  Street 
memoirs.  Lady  Thatcher 
wrote:  "1  always  had  the 
highest  regard  for  Helmut 
Schmidt's  wisdom,  straight* 
forwardness  and  grasp  of 
international  economics. 
Sadly.  1  never  developed 
quite  the  same  relationship 
with  Chancellor  KohL" 

Their  prickly  relationship 
was  the  talk  of  senior  diplo¬ 
matic  circles  for  years.  They 
just  found  it  hard  to  be 
together.  Things  were  not 

helped  when  the  workaholic 
Prime  Minister,  on  holiday 
in  Switzerland,  derided  that 
she  and  the  resting  Hen- 
Kohl  should  meet  in  Austria. 

The  story  goes  that  after 
taking  what  he  frit  was  quite 
enough  of  Lady  Thatcher's 
lecturing,  Herr  Kohl  left, 
pleading  another  appoint¬ 
ment.  The  frustrated  Prime 
Minister  went  out  for  a  walk, 
only  to  find  Herr  Kohl  with 
his  aides  in  a  cafe  gorging 
himself  on  cream  cakes.  At 


another  bilateral  meeting  in 
Herr  Kohl's  home  town  of 
Oggersheim.  he  offered  Lady 
Thatcher  a  traditional  Bavar¬ 
ian  dish  of  pig's  stomach, 
which  she  duly  consumed, 
although  dearly  did  nut  en¬ 
joy.  Herr  Kohl  did  much  of 
the  talking  about  the  future 
of  Europe  and  (old  Sir 
Charles  PowelL  Lady  Thatch¬ 
er’s  adviser,  that  he  hoped  he 
had  got  over  to  her  that  he 
was  a  strong  European.  Re¬ 
lieved  to  return  to  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  of  her  VC10.  Lady  That¬ 
cher  kicked  off  Her  shoes  and 
declared:  “That  man  is  so 
German!" 

When  she  was  not 
lambasting  Herr  Kohl  for  his 
failure  to  master  his  brief  at 
summit  meetings,  Lady 
Thatcher  was  denouncing 
him  for  his  "grand  gestures” 

and  “gushes  of  EortnaitW  «*-*--»* 
asm”.  Bitter  quarrels  over  the 

pace  of  European  Integra- 
tlon.  the  future  of  Nato  and 
the  speed  of  German  unifica¬ 
tion  led  to  many  a 
“handbagging”. 

He  never  said  It  in  public, 
but  few  were  more  relieved  at 
her  fall  from  power  in  1990 
than  Herr  Kohl.  However,  he 
showed  a  compassionate  side 
on  the  fateful  night  when  she 
laded  to  secure  a  majority  in 
in  first  ballot  of  the  Torv 
leadership  election.  Ladv 1 
Thatcher  heard  the  result  at  i 
British  Embassy  in  | 
and  then  went  off  toa  dinnSi 
with  world  leaders.  As  lurf, 
would  have  it  her  neighbour 
was  Herr  Kohl  who,  as  he  sat 
down  beside  her,  declared.  • 

“Mrs  Thatcher,  it  is  my 

for  the  next  two  boors  T 
cheer  you  up."  ° 
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Party  plays  big  brother 
to  Westminster  hopefuls 


ByJjoll  Sherman,  chief  political  correspondent 


LABOUR  parliamentary  can¬ 
didates  have  received  a  set  of 
“Big  Brother”  instructions  on 
how  they  should  prepare  for 
Westminster,  including  which 
hotels  to  choose,  who  to  em¬ 
ploy.  and  what  to  tell  the  bank 
manager. 

Donald  Dewar,  the  Chief 
Whip,  has  also  advised  candi¬ 
dates  to  visit  Westminster 
before  Parliament  assembles 
so  that  they  “can  pace  around 
the  buildings”  and  find  their 
bearings  before  their  firsr  day. 
It  informs  candidates  that  the 
whips'  office  has  a  list  of 
people  seeking  to  work  for 
Labour  MPs  and  is  compiling 
a  list  of  suitable  hotels. 

The  instructions,  which 
warn  candidates  that  loyalty 
and  unity  will  be  essential,  are 
contained  in  a  guide  to  party 
candidates  that  has  been  dis¬ 
tributed  at  Blackpool. 

The  document  includes  ad¬ 
vice  ranging  from  travel  ar¬ 
rangements.  computer  facil¬ 
ities,  and  the  inner  workings 
of  the  Parliamentary  Labour 
Party  (PLP).  In  a  section 
entitled  Accommodation  in 
London,  it  advises  MPs  to  stay 
in  hotels  at  Westminster  for 


the  first  few  months.  “The 
Additional  Costs  Allowance 
more  than  covers  four  nights  a 
week  in  a  reasonable  hotel. 
The  whips'  office  is  presently 
compiling  a  List  of  suitable 
hotels  in  the  Westminster  and 
Victoria  areas  and  with  luck 
will  have  negotiated  preferen¬ 
tial  rates  for  Labour  MPs  in 
time  for  the  next  Parliament." 
In  the  longer  term.  MPS  may 
want  to  buy  or  rent  in  London, 
it  says.  The  whips'  office 
clerks  keep  a  file  of  estate 
agents  and  property  rental 
agencies.” 

On  hiring  staff  it  warns  of 
the  pitfalls  of  advertising. 
“This  will  result  in  hundreds 
of  applications  which  have  to 
be  scrutinised  and  replied  to— 
quite  a  daunting  task  especial¬ 
ly  with  no  staff  to  help." 

It  discloses  that  the  PLP 
office  keeps  a  file  of  CVs  of 
people  seeking  to  work  for 
Labour  MPs.  “You  may  con¬ 
sult  this  file  but  it  is  important 
to  note  that  a  candidate's 
inclusion  in  the  file  does  not 
constitute  any  kind  of  “seal  of 
approval". 

It  also  advises  candidates  to 
negotiate  an  overdraft  with 


their  bank  manager.  “You  mil 
have  to  pay  out  Tor  accommo¬ 
dation.  petrol  and  some  office 
expenses  then  reclaim  the 
money  from  the  Fees  Office  on 
a  monthly  basis.  It  may  take 
up  to  six  weeks  from  spending 
the  money  to  getting  it  back. 
You  may  well  need  to  discuss 
this  issue  with  your  bank 
manager'  at  an  early  stage, 
particularly  if  you  have  had  no 
income  during  the  election 
campaign  ” 

The  document,  which  as¬ 
sumes  a  Labour  victory,  de¬ 
votes  a  big  section  to  the 
importance  of  party  discipline 
after  the  general  election. 
“Only  once  the  general  elec¬ 
tion  is  won  will  the  real  work 


really  begin.  Winning  the 
general  election  w31  mean 
nothing  if  a  Labour  govern¬ 
ment  cannot  get  its  legislation 
onto  the  Statute  Book  and 
build  a  platform  for  a  second 
term.”  To  achieve  this,  it  says, 
the  Parliamentary  Labour 
Party  must  command  a  con¬ 
tinued  majority  In  the  House 
of  Commons. 

"In  adversity  this  majority 
can  be  tested  on  a  daily  basis. 
Unity  and  ability  to  act  in 
am  cert  is,  and  always  has 
been,  the  cornerstone  of  Lab¬ 
our  movement  power.  It  will 
be  no  different  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  led  by  Tony  Blair." 

Mr  Dewar's  latest  demand 
for  unity  comes  as  the  party 
reviews  its  disciplinary  proce¬ 
dures.  There  is  speculation 
that  there  will  be  a  crackdown 
on  rebels. 

Yesterday  party  sources 
described  the  guide,  written 
by  Mr  Dewar.  Nick  Brown, 
deputy  chief  whip,  and  Doug 
Hoyle,  chairman  of  the  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Labour  Party,  as  a 
standard  document  A  spokes¬ 
man  said  it  was  designed  to 
give  candidates  a  guide  to  the 
Commons  and  the  pressures 
MPs  will  be  under  when  they 
arrive. 
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Jackie  Stacey,  senior  presentation  officer,  who  arranges  everything  from  the  lavish  set  to  the  shape  of  the  water  tumblers 

Showing  Labour  in  a  good  light 


James  Land  ale 
POLITICAL  REPORTER 

FORGET  the  spin-doctors.  The  master¬ 
mind  of  presentation  responsible  for 
Labour's  slick  image  at  the  Blackpool 
conference  is  Jackie  Stacey. 

Mrs  Stacey,  38,  decides  what  colour  of 
paint  looks  good  behind  Tony  Blair, 
what  type  of  set  he  should  speak  from, 
and  what  music  should  accompany  his 
entrance  to  the  halt  With  her  team  of 
party  workers  and  technicians,  she  is 


responsible  for  the  videos  that  precede 
the  big  speeches,  the  fighting,  tbe  auto¬ 
cues.  even  the  shape  of  the  water 
tumblers  for  those  on  the  platform. 

Since  she  took  over  the  job  in  1993,  she 
has  stage-managed  and  choreographed 
the  party’s  press  conferences,  public 
meetings,  and  party  conferences.  This 
week  she  can  be  seen  wandering  the 
Blackpool  conference  hall  quietly  issuing 
orders  to  her  staff  through  a  radio 

microphone 

Mrs  Stacey,  a  mother  of  two,  has 


worked  for  the  party  for  ten  years,  and 
explains  that  an  understanding  of  the 
party  is  essential  to  her  work.  “It  is  my 
job  to  make  things  look  as  good  as 
possible."  she  says.  “I  don’t  get  involved 
in  policy.  I  just  think  about  presenting 
what  they  come  up  with  in  the  best  way.” 

She  denies  that  Labour  has  now 
become  the  past-master  of  style  without 
substance.  “Everybody  knows  that  if  you 
have  not  got  good  policies,  the  presenta¬ 
tion  will  look  like  a  sham.  The  presenta¬ 
tion  is  the  icing  on  the  cake." 
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Adrenalin  and 
kindness  create 
feel-good  factor 
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ATTENDING  either  as  an 
apparatchik  or  an  MP I  never 
actually  spoke  at  a  Conserva¬ 
tive  Party  conference.  I  took 
the  view,  in  any  case,  that  only 
heroes  or  lunatics  —  the  ratio 
of  them  is  a  matter  for 
judgment  —  speak  either  ai 
Tory  conferences  or  in  the 
1922  Committee. 

At  the  beginning  of  this 
week  I  didn't  know  whether  I 
would  seek  to  speak  at  Black¬ 
pool  It  seemed  important  to 
listen,  get  a  sense  of  the 
dynamics  of  conference  and 
observe  what  works  in 
speeches  and  what  doesn't  I 
find  it  impossible  in  cold 
blood  to  prepare  a  speech 
with  which  1  can  be  happy. 
Until  I  can  imagine  the  audi¬ 
ence.  the  political  atmosphere, 
the  physical  reality,  it's  all  too 
remote.  The  stimulus  isn't 
there  and  the  effort  is  all 
uphill. 

By  late  on  Tuesday  night 
the  adrenalin  was  flowing 
enough  for  me  to  decide  to 
have  a  go.  Conference  was 
kind  and  I  feel  good  having 
done  it 

□  I  went  off  ai  lunchtime  to 
chair  the  Shelter  fringe  meet¬ 
ing.  It  was  very  well  attended, 
perhaps  because  of  what  New 
Labour  might  call  the  uncove¬ 
nanted  fine  weather,  perhaps 
because  it's  in  the  folklore  that 
you  get  a  hotter  buffet  with 
Shelter,  but  in  truth  simply 
because  It  was  a  Shelter 
meeting.  For  30  years  Shelter 
has  been  one  of  those  pres¬ 
sure  groups  that  have  been 
remaking  our  democratic  cul¬ 
ture.  Tbe  pro  Fessio  rial  isation 
of  politics  has  meant  less 
independence  of  both  thought 
and  utterance  on  the  back 
benches,  and  the  development 
of  the  media  has  extended  the 
forum  decisively  beyond  the 
Commons.  A  campaigning 
group  like  Shelter,  combining 
expertise  and  passion,  has 
ensured  that  its  field  of  con¬ 
cern  remains  prominent  and 
that  MPs  and  journalists 
have  no  excuse  for  ignorance. 

At  a  previous  meeting, 
organised  by  Demos,  i  made 
the  point  that  while  pressure 
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groups  enable  us  to  have  a 
better  quality  of  debate,  in  the 
end  politics  cannot  just  be  the 
pursuit  of  single  issues  to  tbe 
ultimate.  It  must  be  about  the 
reconciliation  of  interests.  It 
does  have  to  be  about  hard 
choices. 

Olt  matters  very  much  for 
our  democracy  that  Labour  is 
able  to  persuade  young 
people  to  extend  their  own 
political  commitment  beyond^ 
pressure  group  activity  to  J1 
parliamentary  politics.  The 
statistic  that  haunts  me  from 
the  last  general  election  is  that 
only  43  per  cent  of  18-24  year 
olds  voted  at  all. 

□  An  electrifying  speech  by 
Barbara  Castle  was  matched 
by  a  consummate  and  coura¬ 
geous  speech  by  Harriet 
Hannan.  I  think  I  can  imag¬ 
ine  Harriet  too,  in  the  very- 
distant  future,  as  an  elegant 
old  lady  subversivdy  holding 
conference  in  the  palm  of  her 
hand. 

□  One  MP  who  has  attended 
more  party  conferences  than 
anyone  should  offered  me  his 
advice  as  an  old  sweat,  if  you 
watch  the  debates  on  TV  in 
your  bedroom,  he  observed, 
it’s  easier  to  keep  up  with  your 
laundry.  He'd  better  be  care¬ 
ful  the  red  doesn't  run  from 
the  “Good  Old  Labour”  T- 
shirts  on  sale  at  the  Tribune 
Rally. 
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20mph  speed  limit 
planned  at  schools 


By  James  Landale 


National  weekday  calls  in  the  daytime  will  be  permanently  cut  by  10%.  And  with  BTs  Level  1  Business  Choices  discounts  you  can  save  an  additional 
27%  on  every  call  you  make.  These  prices  and  discounts  also  apply  to  ISDN  Ring  the  BTBusisnessConnections  team  for  your  free  savings  check-up. 
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5  minute  national 
weekday  daytime  call. 


Pre  8th  October 

Post  8th  October 

%  Reduction 
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Choices  discount 

49p 
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October  8th.  Massive  price  ctds. 
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SP  MINIMUM  CHARGE  PER  CALL.  DIRECT  DIALLED  CALLS  ONLY.  EXCLUDES  BT  CMABGECABD.  er  PUBLIC  PATPHOHE  CALLS  AND  CALLS  TO  MOBILES.  QUARTERLY  SITE  FEE  PAYABLE  C5  IM  VAT1  FOR  BUSINESS  CHOICES  LEVEL  I  I  tbeif 


LABOUR  is 
20mph  speed  „.... 
schools  to  improve  the  safety 
of  children,  Andrew  Smith, 
the  Shadow  Transport  Secre¬ 
tary.  announced  yesterday. 

An  initiative  to  set  up 
routes"  to  schools  is 
envisaged.  Businesses  and 
residents  along  the  route  could 
join  a  scheme  under  which 
they  kept  an  eye  on  pupils  as 
they  went  to  school.  “ 
pedestriani sation  of  c„, , 
streets  is  also  a  possibility. 

Andrew  Smith,  the  Shadow 
Transport  Secretary,  io)d  the 
Lahour  conference  in  Black¬ 
pool  that  he  would  shortly 
begin  consulting  with  police, 
schools  and  local  authorities 
to  see  how  the  plans  could  be 
put  into  practice.  Mr  Smith 
hopes  the  lower  speed  limit 
will  cut  the  rising  number  of 
accidents  involving  children 
outside  school. 

He  also  hopes  to  cut  traffic 
congestion  around  schools  by 
encouraging  parents  not  to 
children  by  car.  if 
t* 


the  routes  are  safer.  Mr  Smith 
believes  parents  will  feel  hap¬ 
pier  about  letting  their  child¬ 
ren  go  to  school  unaccom¬ 
panied,  on  foot  or  by  bicycle. 
Labour  will  examine  “safe 
routes”  run  by  councils  in  west 
London  and  Leicestershire. 

The  announcement  came  in 
Mr  Smith's  first  conference 
speech  as  Shadow  Transport 
Secretary.  He  reaffirmed  La- 
hour’s  commitment  to  a  “pub¬ 
licly  owned,  publidy  account¬ 
able”  railway  and  pledged  to 
re-regulale  the  bus  system. 

“We  will  use  the  formidable 
powers  of  the  regulator  and  a 
pubJidy-owned  British  Rail  to 
meet  clear  goals:  to  improve 
the  network  and  to  win  lots 
more  passengers  and  freight 
an  to  rail."  he  said.  Although 
there  were  some  calls  for  a 
complete  reversal  of  rafl  priva¬ 
tisation.  a  motion  by  the  RMT 
rail  union  committing  Labour 
bringing  the  railways 
back  into  public  ownership  in 
ttis  first  term  of  government 
was  not  called  for  debate.  . 
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Even  a  bold  Blair 


wave 


The  main  difference  between 
the  parties  on  Europe  is 
dial  a  majority  of  Tories 
regard  a  single  currency  primarily 
as  a  constitutional  question  and 
most  on  the  Labour  side  see  it  as 
an  economic  one.  So  for  many 
Tories  it  is  an  absolute  matter  of 
principle,  and  for  most  Labour 
MPa  and  trade  unionists  it  is  a 
relative  issue  of  economic  advan¬ 
tage.  It  is  almost  impossible  to 
envisage  a  reflected  Tory  Gov¬ 
ernment  recommending  entry. 
For  a  Blair  Cabinet  the  decision 
would  be  more  one  of  balance,  of 
liming  —  when,  not  whether. 

The  divisions  within  both  par¬ 


ties  on  Europe  are  less  important 
than  the  different  way  the  issue  is 
viewed  within  them.  Of  course, 
many  Tories  worry  about  the 
economic  side  of  EMU  and  many 
Labour  MPs  recognise  the  consti¬ 
tutional  implications.  But  there  is 
a  difference  of  priorities,  of  stick¬ 
ing  points.  Labour  takes  a  differ¬ 
ent  view  of  sovereignty,  not  taking 
an  absolutist  view  of  the  suprema¬ 
cy  of  Westminster  but  believing  it 
can  be  shared,  via  devolution  and 
a  Bill  of  Rights.  For  a  large 
number  of  Tory  MPs,  there  can 
never  be  any  compromise  on  such 
a  basic  constitutional  principle. 

These  fears  are  shared  by  some, 


mainly  older.  Labour  M  PS  such  as 
Peter  Shore.  Nigel  Spearing  and 
Austin  M itchelL  For  most  on  the 
Labour  Left  economic  arguments 
are  central  —  though  they  are 
concerned  about  the  lack  of  demo¬ 
cratic  control  over  the  European 
Central  Bank. 

The  main  worry  on  the  Labour 
Left  is  the  broadly  Keynesian  one 
that  monetary  union  will  be  too 
deflationary  —  that  tight  targets 
for  inflation  and  public  borrowing 
will  increase  unemployment.  The 
Left  emphasises  real,  as  opposed 


to  just  financial,  convergence. 
Robin  Cook  talked  on  Tuesday 
about  the  need  to  set  objectives  for 
unemployment,  though  the  Lab¬ 
our  leadership  has  not  wanted  to 
tie  its  hands  with  specific  job 
targets 

Most  of  the  Labour  Party  is  now 
at  home  in  Europe.  Labour  local 
authorities  look  to  Brussels  for 
regional  grants  and  trade  unions, 
of  course,  bade  the  development  of 
European  social  policies,  includ¬ 
ing  the  social  chapter. 

The  case  for  British  involve- 


matt  was  presented  last  week  in  a 
pamphlet,  ./abs.  Growth  and  Secy 
urity,  by  14  MPs  headed  by  Giles 
Radice,  the  chairman  of  foe  Euro¬ 
pean  Movement,  but"  including 
-members  across  the  Labour  spec¬ 
trum.  And,  at  a  hinge  meeting 
yesterday.  John  Monks.  General 
Secretary  or  the  TUG  argued  that. 
- on  balance,  we  say  go  for  it  — 
for  once  let  us  be  in  the  first wave’*. 

The  Labour  leadership  is  moire 
cautious,  hoping  to  stick  until 
after  the  electron  to  the  formula 

that  foe .  decision  will  depend 
on  (he  economic  conditions  at  the 
time.  Gordon  Brown  would  like  a 
Labour  government  to  be  in  a 


position  to  join,  -  if  tt  “wanted  ; 
to  db  so.  He  would  Uke  foe' 
wording  in  foe  manifesto  to  be 
.  seat  as  providing  a  mandate  for., 
such  a  decision,  without  ffid  need 
-for  .a  referendum-  which  .would 
involve  lengthy  uncertainty  and 
risks.  . 

But  other  leaders,  inducting  ; 
Tarry  Blair,  believe  that.^foe  foU  . 
consent  of  the  people”  wifiiequ'tre. 
endorsement  via  either  a  reform-':' 
dum  or  a  second  electron.  Mr 
Cook  also  takes- tins -view  and.  in: 
addition,  iswary  of  taking  suchan 
economic  leap  until  it  is  dearths! . 
EMU  works.  Hence  foe  view  that.' 
a  Blair  government  Would  proba-  - 


biy  not  jdui  EMl)  at  foe  start  In 
any  event  so  much.' needs  to  be 
done  before  Britain  could  enter  — 
legislation  to  end'  the.  opt-out.  to 
make  the  Bank  of  England1  opera¬ 
tionally  independent  and  to  pool 
reserves  —  foat'foere  is  almost  a 
force  of  inertia  against  entry  in  the 
firetwayei  - 

:  A  Blair  government  would  have 
to  .act  quickly  and.  boldly  if  5t 
wanted  to  be  in  at  . the"  start  That 
now  looks  unlikely,  but  it  must 
still  be  a30  or  40  per  cent  chance  if 
Labour  has  a  big.  enough  Com¬ 
mons  majority.  . 

Peter  Riddell 


Castle  is  defeated 
in  battle  to  win 
higher  pensions 

By  Jill  Sherman,  Arthur  Leathley  and  Phtup  Webster 


TONY  BLAIR  came  through 
his  only  serious  challenge  of 
Labour's  conference  week  last 
night  when  Baroness  Castle  or 
Blackburn's  caJi  for  higher 
spending  on  pensions  was 
comfortably  defeated. 

The  leadership's  determ¬ 
ination  to  be  tough  on  spend¬ 
ing  was  backed  as,  by  a  three 
to  two  majority,  delegates 
threw  out  the  veteran  cam¬ 
paigner's  demand  for  a  £35 
billion  package  to  increase  the 
income  of  all  pensioners.  Mr 
Blair  needed  the  victory  to 
deflect  Tory  claims  that  in 
{  government  Labour's  rigour 
would  weaken. 

But  after  two  days  of  negoti¬ 
ations  by  Mr  Blair,  Gordon 
Brown  and  John  Prescott  with 
union  leaders  and  constituen¬ 
cy  activists,  the  leadership  got 
its  way.  The  Shadow  Chancel¬ 
lor  spent  yesterday  lunchtime 
trying  to  win  over  100  dele¬ 
gates  to  his  cause. 

Lady  Castle's  defeat  came  in 
spite  of  an  emotional  confer¬ 
ence  reception  for  her  as  she 
criticised  Harriet  Harman, 
the  Shadow  Social  Security 
Secretary,  and  Mr  Brown. 
Attacking  the  Shadow  Chan¬ 
cellor's  ambition  to  cut  the  rate 
of  tax  to  lOp  for  low  earners, 
she  said  it  would  not  give  a 
penny  to  the  three  million 
pensioners  who  were  too  poor 
to  pay  income  tax. 

Lady  Castle.  85.  used  both 


humour  and  history  to  rgect 
the  compromise  pension  re¬ 
view  put  forward  by  the 
national  executive  and  call  for 
a  derision  before  the  general 
election.  In  a  speed)  that  was 
applauded  as  much  in  nostal¬ 
gia  as  for  its  contribution  to 
the  debate,  she  accused  "the 
backroom  beys"  behind  (he 
Labour  leadership  of  being 
unable  to  grasp  the  trickier 
aspects  of  pension  policy, 
which  she  had  wrestled  with 
as  Employment  and  Produc¬ 
tivity  Minister  in  1974. 

She  joked  that  any  applause 
would  eat  into  the  the  ihree- 
minute  time  slot  she  was 
allowed  for  her  contribution. 
In  the  event  she  exceeded  her 
time  by  at  least  five  minutes. 

To  rapturous  applause  she 
told  the  Conference:  "If  we  are 
to  have  a  proper  meeting  of 
minds  and  thrash  this  out  as 
civilised  people,  statistic 
against  statistic,  then  we  must 
have  a  level  playing  field.  We 
must  ask  this  platform  to 
withdraw  their  [policy  docu¬ 
ment)  Security  in  Retirement. " 

Lady  Castle  called  for  an 
immediate  review  of  Labour’s 
pension  policy.  She  insisted 
that  the  plan  would  not  be  an 
“orgy  of  spending". 

She  mocked  suggestions 
that  she  might  take  part  in  the 
proposed  pensions  policy  re¬ 
view.  but  brushed  aside 
accusations  that  she  was  rock¬ 


ing  the  boat  when  the  leader¬ 
ship  wanted  unity.  She  said: 
"Ill  tell  you  one  thing,  com¬ 
rade:  that  debate  has  put  the 
pensions  issue  right  back  in 
foe  centre  of  our  policy.  That  is 
what  we  want,  that’s  where  it 
should  have  been  in  the  first 
place,  not  left  off  the  list  of  a 
Labour  government’s  five 
priorities." 

Officials  were  expecting  a 
tight  vote,  with  the  result 
largely  in  the  hands  of  foe 
constituency  delegates,  who 
now  make  up  50  per  oent  of  the 
conference  vote.  Lady  Castle 
was  defeated  in  a  card  vote: 

Winding  up  the  debate.  Ms 
Harman  promised  that  the 
review  would  look  at  the  state 
pension,  including  the  earn¬ 
ings  link,  the  second-tier  pen¬ 
sion.  including  Serps  and 
community  care.  Bui  she  gave 
no  firm  pledges  and  there  was 
little  indication  that  the  leader¬ 
ship  would  change  its  position 
before  the  general  election. 

"We  awe  h  to  them  not  to 
make  promises  we  know  we 
can’t  keep  and  that  we  know 
could  threaten  our  chance  to 
help  them  in  government-  But 
what  we  can  promise  and 
deliver  is  that  for  the  first  time 
in  government;  pensioners 
will  be  listened  to  directly, 
their  voices  heard  on  the  key 
issues  that  affect  them." 

Leading  article,  page  21 


Heroine  who  revels  in  face  of  strife 


By  Alice  Thomson 

POLITICAL  REPORTER 

A  WOMAN  of  85  with  failing  eyesight,  a 
frafl,  stooping  figure  and  a  halo  of  copper 
hair  yesterday  posed  the  greatest  threat 
to  the  new  Labour  leadership  so  for. 

When  Baroness  Castle  of  Blackburn 
took  to  foe  platform  to  a  standing 
ovation,  she  reminded  new  Labour  fora 
moment  of  what  it  had  left  behind. 
Ostensibly  she  was  talking  about  better 
rights  for  pensioners,  but  Lady  Castle, 
using  flanung  oratory,  was  arguing  for 
another  era  when  foe  likes  of  Harriet 
Harman  were  still  wearing  dungarees 
rather  than  power  suits. 

She  could  hardly  be  seen  over  the 
rostrum,  but  she  rad  tost  none  of  the 
feistiness  she  had  as  a  Cabinet  minister 


and  was  foe  perfect  heroine  for  foe  doth 
caps  and  pensioners.  “1  believe  that  good 
debate  only  stimulates  democracy,”  she 
said  and  Tony  Blair  groaned.  “F  am  a 
simple  Yorkshire  girt”  she  added,  then 
savaged  a  wincing  Gordon  Brown- 

Lady  Castle  was  well  prepared  for  her 
fighfoack.  The  night  before,  dressed  ma  : 
shocking  orange  jacket,  she  had  led  die 
Tribune  rally  enthusiastically  evoking ' 
foe  name  of  old  heroes  such  as  Nye- 
Bevan  and. ;  talking  .  about  universal 
rights.  “They  are  misery  merchants, 
people' who  say  we  cannot  afford  to  help 
the  poor  and  elderly,4*  she  said:  . 

She  has  no  spunfoctore  or-akfes,  but 
relies  instead  on  stiff  gin  and  bitter 
:  lemon,  cigarettes  and-a  proper  Blackpool 
breakfast  When  a  young  man  offered  to 
help  her  on toihe  stage,  she  retorted: “I’m 


not  dead  yet,”  hitched  Tip  her  skirt  and 
showed  a  shapely  leg. 

-  He  day  began  at  7am  speaking  to 
breakfast  television  and  flirting -with  foe 
camera  crews  before  going  to  have  her 
hair  set  -  She  had  a  nap  after  lunch: 
excusing  herself  as  being  “a  little  tired” 
but  she  was  revelling  in  her  fight  for  a 
restoration'  of  a  link  between  pensions 
and  earnings,  fn  one  wed;  she  has 
appeared  on  Breajtfast  with  Frost  seen 
off  die  Newsnight  crew  and  done  ten 
radio  interviews.  The  Shadow  Chancel¬ 
lor  has  tried  in  vain'  to  'woo  her  over 
drinks.  Ms  Harman  had  tea  with  Her  to  - 
explain  that  her  proposals  would  cost  £&. 
billion.  But.  as  soon  as  Lady-  Castle 
arrived  in  Blackpool  she  declared:  “This  ; 
is  War.  They  are  fighting  dirty  because  * 
they  lire  frightened.”  • 1 


Nationalists 
launch 
air  attack 

The  Scottish  Naiionif  Party 
buzzed  across  foe  Blackpool 
sky  yesterday  in  a  light  air¬ 
craft  towing  a  banner  that 
proclaimed  "New  Labour  — 
New  Tartan  Tories".  Brian 
Wilson,’  labour's .  campaigns 
spokesman,  condemned  foe 
stunt  saying  that  the  national¬ 
ists  were  behaving  like-atten- 
tionrcravnig  childriaL  He 
added:  ‘This  is  hot  foe  first 
time  foe  SNP  have  copied  foe 
tactics  of  the  .lunatic-right 
frfoga^-'.-'-  •  /  ;  : 

Homes  pledge 

Labour  would  restore  a  statu¬ 
tory  obligation  to  provide  per¬ 
manent  housing  for  tameless 
f amities,  funded  hy-a  phased 
release  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  council  homes^F!rank 
Dobson,  the  Shadow  Environ¬ 
ment  Secretary  said."  . 

Education  goal 

Labour  promised  to  cut  class 
sizes  in  Scottish  4  primary 
schools  and  abolish  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  nursery  'voucher 
scheme.  Helen  lidddl,  Scot¬ 
tish  .edcucation  spokesman, 
said  there  would  be  a  nursery 
plaoe.fbr  every  child. 

Today’s business 

Morning:  Joan  Lestor  and  Clare 
Short  on  foreign,  affairs  and  owe r- 
~  seas:  development;  defence  and 
development-  Aflenjdon:  Jack 
Straw  bo"  home  affairs;  Mo 
-Mowlam  on  -Nortiwm  Ireland; 
George  Robertson  and  Ran  Davies 
oddevoiutjon;  Ton  Clarke  on  cfvil 
rights  for  the  disabled: 


Prescott  recalls  1992  election  ‘horror5 


By  Alice  Thomson 

i 

JOHN  PRESCOTT  rallied 
Labour  troops  for  the  coming 
general  election  yesterday  and 
promised  that  a  Labour  gov¬ 
ernment  would  clean  up  "slea¬ 
zy  Tory"  politics. 

The  deputy  Labour  leader 
reminded  the  conference  at 
Blackpool  about  what  it  was 


like  when  they  "woke  up  in 
honor",  on  April  10,  19%  to 
the  "devastating  defeat"  of  the 
last  election,  Launching  "Op¬ 
eration  Victory",  he  declared 
that  they  had  to  remind  people 
“what  the  Tories  have  done  to 
our  country.  Let  us  remind 
ourselves  of  this  sleazy,  dis¬ 
graced,  divided  and  despica¬ 
ble  excuse  for  a  government". 


He  showed  a  "video  nasty"  of 
Tbry  Cabinet  members,  and 
the  hall  hissed. 

“The  scandalous  revelations 
of  the  last  few  days  make  it 
more  vital  than  ever  that  the 
Nolan  committee  [on  stan¬ 
dards  in  public  life]  looks  into 
the  issue  of  party  political 
funding,"  he  said. 

Telling  members  to  work  to 
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return  Labour  to  power,  he 
declared:  "Knock  on  doors 
and  talk  to  friends.  We  have  to. 
reach  the  public:  On  the  phone 
or  in  person  —  and  through 
their  fetter-boxes  or  on  their 
doorsteps. 

“This  is  about  victory. 
About  winning  the  election. 
And  there  is  nothing  more 
important  than  that" 

Blunkett 
sees  off 
revolt  on 
selection 

By  Arthur  Leathley 

DELEGATES  were  sharply 
divided  over  demands  for  a 
ban  on  selection  in  education. 

Left-wing  calls  for  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  selective  grant-main¬ 
tained  schools  were  widely 
supported,  despite  pressure 
from  the  leadership  to  drop 
the  demand.  A  motion  backed 
by  almost  four  in  ten  delegates 
criticised  party  policy  makers 
for  setting ..  op  “centres  of 
excellence"  for  the  most  able 
children  rather  than  “concen¬ 
trating  on  the  education  of  the 
many”. 

Although  the  leadership  de¬ 
feated  the  motion,  by  62  per 
cent  to  38  per  cent,  the  debate 
reopened  internal  divisions 
and  threatened  to  divert  atten¬ 
tion  from  a  series  of  announce¬ 
ments  from  David  Blunkett, 
the  Shadow  Education  and 
Employment  Secretary. 

He  gave  details  of  the  plan 
fur  a  citizens'  service  pro¬ 
gramme  under  which  unem¬ 
ployed  young  people  would 
volunteer  for  paid  community 
work.  Under  the  £30  million 
plan.  100.000  Millennium  Vol¬ 
unteers  aged  from  lb  to  25 
would  be  recruited  by  2X0. 

Mr  Blunken  confirmed 
plans  for  literacy  summer 
schools  to  help  children  who 
are  falling  behind  m  their 
education.  “We  are  proposing 
dial  anyone  a  year  or  more 
behind  at  foe  age  of  10  or  11 
will  attend  a  three-week  sum¬ 
mer  school  before  transferring 
info  secondary  education." 

He  also  pledged  to  start 
work  on  the  IS  billion  backlog 
in  school  repairs,  to  phase  out 
the  assisted  places  scheme  and  j 
to  provide  improved  teacher  & 
training.  | 
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Government  league  tables  ‘unjust’ 

Private  schools  to 
chart  success  with 
less  able  pupils 

By  David  Charter,  education  correspondent 


PETER  TFBEVNOfi 


• .  '-A 


INDEPENDENT  head  teach¬ 
ers  voted  yesterday  to  intro¬ 
duce  tests  for  ail  new  pupils 
aged  11  or  13  to  allow  the 
achievements  of  schools  work¬ 
ing  with  less  able  students  to 
be  recognised. 

The  Headmasters’  Confer¬ 
ence  believes  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  examination  league 
tables  are  unjust.  It  is  con¬ 
cerned  that  while  highly  aca¬ 
demic  schools  such  as  Eton 
College.  St  Paul'S  School  and 
Westminster  School  regularly 
tap  the  tables,  based  an  A- level 
and  GCSE  grades,  middle¬ 
ranking  schools  are  down¬ 
graded  in  comparison,  even 
though  they  might  have 
helped  less  able  pupils  to 
make  rapid  progress. 

The  concerns  of  the  confer¬ 
ence.  which  represents  250  of 
the  country's  most  exclusive 
private  schools,  echo  those  of 
teachers  in  state  schools,  who 
say  that  government  league 
tables  fail  to  reflect  the 
achievements  of  inner  city 
schools  coping  with  pupils 
from  deprived  backgrounds. 
The  Secondary  Heads’  Associ¬ 
ation,  which  represents  state 
school  heads,  has  asked  for 
details  of  the  tests. 

A  single  45-minufe  test 
which  could  be  used  to  predict 
GCSE  grades  in  every  subject 
is  being  developed  for  the 
Headmasters'  Conference  by 
the  Curriculum.  Evaluation 
and  Management  Centre  at 
Durham  University.  It  will  be 
taken  by  all  new  pupils  aged  II 
or  13  and  the  results  used  as  a 
baseline  to  show  [he  "value” 
that  schools  added  to  pupils’ 
performances. 

Tony  Evans,  chairman  of 
the  conference  and  head  of 
Portsmouth  Grammar 
School,  denied  the  plan  was 
merely  a  way  of  attracting 
publicity  for  low-ranking 
schools  struggling  to  attract 
pupils.  "There  is  a  genuine 
concern  for  justice."  he  said. 
"We  are  very  interested  in 


Students  at  Exeter  Univer¬ 
sity  are  being  offered 
smarteards  in  an  experi¬ 
ment  to  make  the  campus 
cash-free.  The  photocard 
acts  as  a  pfaonecard  and  a 
discount  card  at  university 
shops  and  allows  access  to 
balls  of  residence.  Students 
put  op  to  £50  into  an 
account  for  (be  Mondex 
card,  run  by  NatWcst 
bank,  which  lets  users  pay 
for  goods  or  services  until 
the  money  runs  out. 


seeing  the  value  we  ourselves 
add  to  pupils'  performance. 
Tables  as  they  are  currently 
construed  and  presented  are 
not  just  to  the  labours  of  the 
individual  schools  and  their 
pupils.” 

John  Moore,  head  of  King’s 
School,  Worcester,  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  conference's  aca¬ 
demic  policy  committee,  said: 
"It  is  fairer  to  all  schools  to 
take  into  account  the  ability  of 
the  material  they  receive  and 
to  judge  what  they  do  with  it, 
rather  than  judge  something 
veiy  predictable. 

"We  could  all  write  down 
the  top  schools  in  August, 
based  on  raw  results,  before 
the  results  come  out  If  you 
have  a  well-designal  value- 
added  test  there  should  be 
equal  opportunity  to  do  well.” 

The  tests  will  not  be  compul¬ 
sory  but  no  schools  opposed 
the  system  in  a  vote  by  head 
teachers  at  the  conference's 
annual  meeting  in  Glasgow 
yesterday.  In  practice,  the 
most  academically  successful 
schools  will  still  feature  at  the 
top  of  a  table  based  on  grades, 
alongside  a  table  likely  to  be 
headed  by  less  selective 
schools  which  have  been  able 
to  "bring  on”  less  able  pupils. 

The  12.000  11-year-olds  and 
23.000 13-year-olds  expected  to 
join  conference  schools  next 
September  will  take  the  inau- 


McLaren:  set  up  contest  for  today's  composers 

Banker’s  contest 
is  investment  in 
future  of  music 

By  Dalya  Alberge 


AN  INVESTMENT  banker 
who  describes  himself  as  "just 
a  music  lover”  has  set  out  to 
transform  the  public  percep¬ 
tion  of  contemporary  music 

John  McLaren,  a  director  of 
Deutsche  Morgan  Grenfell  in 
London,  has  brought  together 
leading  musicians  to  establish 
the  Masterprize  international 
competition  for  composition. 
Noting  how  few  new  pieces 
were  being  regularly  per¬ 
formed  and  how  few  contem¬ 
porary  concerts  he  had  ever 
felt  inspired  to  attend,  he 
derided  that  something  had  to 
be  done  "Right  now.  too  little 
music  is  vanning  enough 
hearts  and  minds  to  secure  an 
assured  place  in  (he  world 
repertoire.”  he  said. 

The  winner  will  be  awarded 
£25.000  and  an  EMI  record¬ 
ing  release,  and  the  15 
shortlisted  works  will  be 
broadcast  around  the  world. 
The  public  will  not  only  have 
the  chance  to  familiarise 
themselves  with  the  new 
sounds  but  be  able  to  vote  for 
their  favourite  —  along  with 
the  celebrity  jurors,  who  are 
yet  to  be  named. 

The  great  cellist  and  con¬ 
ductor  Mstislav  Rostropovich 
is  to  be  the  patron.  "This  idea 
has  touched  my  heart  very 
deeply."  he  said.  Perfor¬ 
mance  of  their  work  was  vital 
to  composers:  without  it  "it  is 
a  composer’s  death”,  he  said. 
"Music  is  an  expression  of  the 
human  soul  —  and  new  music 
is  its  lifeblood  (o  us.  the 
performen.” 

The  15  shortlisted  compos¬ 
ers  will  have  their  work 
performed  by  the  BBC  orches¬ 
tras.  Thg  work  of  the  final  six 
will  be  performed  by  the 


London  Symphony  Orchestra 
under  Daniel  Harding,  the  21- 
yearold  wunderkind  conduc¬ 
tor.  at  a  gala  concert  at  the 
Barbican  in  April  1998  and 
distributed  as  a  CD  with 
200,000  copies  of  BBC  Music 
Magazine.  The  organisers  are 
seeking  a  "genuine  popular 
element”. 

“Unless  people  hear  a  work 
more  than  once,  it  won't 
work".  Mr  McLaren  said. 
The  competition  was  intended 
to  encourage  “the  writing  of 
music  that  has  a  lasting 
appeal  —  rather  than  for  a 
coterie  of  contemporary 
music  fans”. 

Composers  of  any  age  and 
from  any  country  can  enter. 
They  must  submit  a  work  for 
foil  symphonic  forces  lasting 
eight  to  twelve  minutes  that 
has  not  been  published, 
broadcast  or  sold  as  a  record¬ 
ing.  The  identity  of  the  en¬ 
trants  will  initially  be  kept 
from  the  jurors.  "Tippett 
could  enter."  Mr  McLaren 
said.  "If  he  happened  not  to 
be  chosen,  it  could  remain  his 
private  matter.” 

Private  donors  have  made 
the  venture  possible  and  ne¬ 
gotiations  are  under  way  with 
sponsors. 

Cathy  Graham,  executive 
director  of  the  Society  for  the 
Promotion  of  New  Music 
welcomed  the  initiative: 
"People  may  not  like  a  work 
after  one  hearing  but  they 
may  like  it  after  ten."  she  said. 
"Quality  work  needs  more 
time.  This  is  extremely  excit¬ 
ing.  important  for  really  rais¬ 
ing  the  profile  of  contempor¬ 
ary  music.  There  may  be 
superb  pieces  that  haven't 
been  discovered  yet" 


gural  tests.  The  Girls’  Schools’ 
Association  said  yesterday 
that  it  was  interested  in  setting 
the  tests  for  its  22,000  new 
girls,  subject  to  agreement  at 
its  annual  meeting  next 
month.  The  first  tables  com¬ 
paring  forecasts  with  GCSE 
grades  will  be  published  in 
2000. 

The  Durham  centre  is  also 
researching  “value  added" 
tests  for  five-year-olds  joining 
primary  schools  and  ways  in 
which  the  National  Curricu¬ 
lum  tests  for  U-year-olds  could 
be  used  to  show  whether  state 
schools  help  them  to  reach 
their  potential  at  GCSE. 

Carol  Flte-Gibbon.  centre 
director,  said:  “The  test  wfl] 
consist  of  mathematics,  vocab¬ 
ulary  and  various  non-verbal 
activities,  for  example,  how 
quickly  can  you  match  errors 
in  spelling  and  symbols.” 
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Gowrie  attacks 
Treasury  plan  * 
to  cut  arts  grant 

By  Dalya  alberge.  arts  correspondent 


Cutting  edge:  Lord  Gowrie  yesterday,  condemning  the  “Ministry  of  No” 


LORD  GOWRIE.  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Arts  Council, 
yesterday  attacked  govern¬ 
ment  plans  to  cut  its  grant  for 
] 997-98  by  at  least  £3.2  million. 
He  described  the  Treasury, 
which  he  said  had  informally 
warned  the  council  of  the  cut, 
as  "the  Ministry  of  No". 

Lord  Gowrie  spoke  of  feel¬ 
ing  “sorrow  and  anxiety”  over 
the  situation.  He  said:  “The 
Treasury  is  cunningly  and 
wrongly  using  the  fig-leaf  of 
the  lottery  to  do  this.” 

He  said  there  was  "confu¬ 
sion  In  the  public  mind  — 
expertly  exploited  by  the  Trea¬ 
sury  —  between  the  rules  that 
govern  the  lottery  awards  and 
the  rules  that  govern  the 
grants  that  we  make  for  the 
support  of  the  arts  with  money 
from  Parliament". 

He  said  that  as  the  National 
Lottery  was  established  to 
cover  capital  costs  rather  than 
running  costs,  millions  of 
pounds  were  being  spent  on 
new  buildings  that  would 
become  empty  shells  because 
foe  artists  inside  them  would 
be  unable  to  keep  going. 

“We  can  build  shining  new 


palaces  of  culture,  but  we 
cannot  fund  what  goes  on 
inside  them,”  Lord  Gowrie 
said.  "Now  the  Arts  Council  vs 
not  only  being  cut  m  real 
terms;  it  is  being  cut  in  cash 
terms.” 

The  council’s  grant  for  19%. 
97  is  EI86.I3  million,  which 
represents  a  reduction  in  real 
terms  of  9  per  cent  since  1992- 
93.  Mary  Alien,  the  council's 
secretary-general,  said  that 
arts  groups  would  dose  if 
public  support  dwindled  any 
further.  She  said  that  many 
groups  were  already  on  the 
brink  of  collapse  and  some 
had  cut  back  their  activities  s£ 
drastically  that  there  would* 
soon  be  little  left  to  justify  a 
grant. 

“The  outcome  will  be  ex¬ 
tremely  damaging  ”  she  said, 
adding  that  galleries  were 
having  to  raise  sponsorship  to 
pay  for  staff  as  well  as 
programmes  because  public 
hinds  did  not  go  far  enough.. 
She  said:  "What  the  Govern¬ 
ment  always  said  would  not 
happen  is  happening.  Spons¬ 
orship  is  no  longer  the  icing  on 
the  cake  but  the  crucial  part" 
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Taleban  troops  mass 
for  attack  on  tunnel 


TALEBAN  Islamic  soldiers 
are  massed  at  the  mouth  of  the 
strategic  Salang  Tunnel  in 
northern  Afghanistan,  wait¬ 
ing  in  high  spirits  for  the  order 
to  march.  These  are  the  “holy 
warriors'’  who  have  con¬ 
quered  most  of  the  country  in 
barely  two  years:  they  are 
fired  with  a  sense  of 
invincibility. 

A  heavy  machinegun  points 
into  the  highway  tunnel. 
Heavy  guns  stare  down  from 
the  surrounding  Hindu  Kush 
mountains.  Just  beyond  the 
other  end,  1.6  miles  away,  the 
forces  of  General  Rashid  Dos¬ 
tum.  the  Uzbek  warlord  of  the 
north,  are  waiting.  The  two 
sides  are  locked  in  negotia¬ 
tions  to  avoid  fighting:  if  there 
is  war.  it  will  be  intense. 

Taleban "s  immediate  target 
is  not  General  Dostum.  The 
dream  of  these  ragged,  black- 
turban  ed  fighters  is  to  destroy 
utterly  the  forces  of  die  Gov¬ 
ernment  they  ousted  from 
Kabul  a  week  ago. 

The  vanquished  army  of 
Tajiks,  led  by  Ahmed  Shah 
Masood.  the  military  chief  of 
the  toppled  regime,  has  re¬ 
treated  to  its  traditional 
stronghold  in  the  Panjshir 


Christopher Hxomas  at 
the  Salang  tunnel  left, 
highlights  its  vital  military 
role  in  winter,  linking  north 
and  south  Afghanistan 


Valley,  30  miles  beyond  the 
tunnel  to  the  northeast  Some 
Taleban  forces  have  swept  in  a 
wide  arc  round  the  tunnel  and 
have  reached  the  entrance  to 
Panjshir,  where  skirmishes 
have  already  taken  place. 

Lorryloads  of  extra  Taleban 
troops  poured  north  along  the 
Salang  highway  from  Kabul 
yesterday  to  reinforce  the 
6.000  men  at  the  tunnel.  The 
delay  is  agonising  for  the 
boisterous  fighters. 

The  road  is  littered  with  the 
hulks  of  Russian  T64  ranks, 
monuments  to  the  victory  by 
American-backed  Mujahidin 
against  the  Soviet  Union, 
whose  last  troops  left  in  I9S9. 
Many  of  those  former  Mujahi¬ 
din  are  now  preparing  to  fight 
for  their  lives  in  the  Panjshir. 
Such  are  the  twists  and  rums 
of  Afghan  conflict. 

Mullah  Lambat,  35,  a  Tale¬ 


ban  commander  at  the  tunneL 
is  confident  of  swift  victory 
over  the  government  forces. 
“We  can  defeat  them  in  two 
days.  All  tve  need  is  the  order 
to  go  ahead."  One  day  he 
would  lay  down  his  guns,  but 
not  until  Afghanistan  was 
united  under'  Taleban  and 
faithful  to  Islam. 

Such  is  Taleban ’s  morale:  a 
far  cry  from  the  exhausted, 
war-weary  government  sol¬ 
diers.  tens  of  thousands  of 
wham  have  abandoned  Gen¬ 
eral  Masood,  whose  exploits 
in  the  guerrilla  war  against 
the  Russians  are  legendary. 
He  caprured  Kabul  in  April 
1992,  only  to  lose  it  52  months 
later.  Now  he  is  fighting  to 
stop  his  army  disintegrating. 

Taleban  has  reinforced  its 
firepower  with  captured  gov¬ 
ernment  weapons.  The  small 
town  of  Wolang.  two  miles 


from  the  tunnel,  is  being  used 
as  a  garrison  and  looks  like  a 
bazaar  for  Kalashnikovs, 
machineguns,  rocket  launch¬ 
ers  and  artillery. 

This  is  bleak  country:  tree¬ 
less,  waterless  and  rocky,  and 
already  oold  at  night  as  winter 
approaches  rapidly.  In  a 
month  or  two  the  entire  area 
will  be  under  several  feet  of 
snow.  The  Salang  highway 
will  then  be  the  only  direct  link 
between  north  and  south, 
making  the  tunnel  a  vital 
military  objective. 

Taleban  soldiers  spend  their 
days  cleaning  weapons, 
lounging  in  commandeered 
houses  and  fiddling  endlessly 
with  walkie-talkies.  They  are 
itching  to  hear  the  order  from 
Taleban  headquarters  in  the 
southern  city  of  Kandahar  to 
press  on  to  Panjshir.  That  will 
not  happen  until  negotiations 


m*r*- 


The  Salang  highway,  along  which  Taleban  soldiejs  travdJeJ^ore  Tna-ssing  at  the  tunnel's  southern  mouth 


with  General  Dostum  are 
complete.  He  is  -  doubtless 
powerful  enough  to  block  their 
advance  and  he  has  the  option 
of  blasting  the  tunnel's  north¬ 
ern  mouth. 

Taleban  commanders  have 
no  doubt  that  their  men  will, 
in  due  course,  take  over  the 
five  or  six  provinces  under 
General  Dostum’s  control 
“He  can  lay  down  his  guns 


and  live  in  peace  or  we  will 
attack."  said  Mullah  Lambat; 
a  veteran  of  the  guerrilla  war 
against  the  Soviet  Union.  He 
has  spent  17years  at  war.  His 
fighters  are  young,  teenagers 
mostly.  aU  filled  with  the 
romance  and' glory  ofjihad; 

They  forget  that  General 
Masood,  with  tonnes, of  shells 
and  anunumtion  in.  his 
armoury,  might  spring  some 


Hardy-  surprises.  He;  .has  al¬ 
ready  blocked  the  road  info 
Panjshir  by  starting. a  land¬ 
slide  with  explosives.  Taleban 
commanders  knowhe  wRlijot 

be  defeated  easily.,  for  all  the 
braggadocio  of  thexammand- 
ers  -and  the  young  fighters  at 
the  frontline. : 

As  talks  continue;  General 
Dostum  and  Taleban -are  al¬ 
lowing  normal  traffic  through 


the  tunneL  Lqniyioads  of  mel¬ 
ons  -and  unions  move  south; 
decrepit  buses  bring  people 
flaring  possiWe  fighting;  old 
taxis  are  laden  with  people 
and  suitcases. 

Everybody,  knows  that  Af¬ 
ghanistan's  seermngly  inter¬ 
minable  war  ,  is  .moving 
towards  a  decisive  battle,  be  it 
.  with  General  Dostum  or  Gen- 
...  eral  Masood,  arjbothl 


1.0  litre  V8  production  engine  ever  released.  To  find  out  more,  just  call  0800  70  80  60. 
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14  OVERSEAS  NEWS 


Nobel  old 
boys’  club 
wins  no  prize 
for  courage 


TIMES  THURSDAY  OCTOBER  3  1996 


By  Roger  Bo  yes 


THE  Swedish  Academy, 
which  will  announce  today 
the  winner  of  the  Nobel  Prize 
for  Literature,  is  a  deeply 
divided  dub  dominated  by 
squabbling  professors,  lexicol¬ 
ogists  and  introspective 
writers. 

That  is  the  judgement  of 
many  Swedish  literary  critics 
and  some  of  the  academicians 
themselves.  Knuf  Ahnlund. 
the  literary  historian,  has  been 
boycotting  its  regular  Thurs¬ 
day  meetings  in  protest  at  its 
failure  to  condemn  Iran’s 
fatwa  against  Salman  Rush¬ 
die.  the  author  of  Satanic 
Verses.  Three  dissidents  have 
condemned  its  cowardice. 
Others  complain  that  some 
members  are  too  closely  asso¬ 
ciated  with  publishing  houses 
that  profit  from  the  award. 

The  prize,  worth  7.4  million 
Swedish  kroner  (C705.000).  is 
the  world's  most  coveted 
award  for  writers.  Yet  the 
decision-making  is  odd.  al¬ 
most  random,  compared  to  die 
reading  marathon  and  de¬ 
tailed  shortlists  involved  in  the 
Booker  Prize. 

Of  the  IS  academicians,  six 
are  professors  with  an  appar¬ 
ent  preference  for  Scandina¬ 
vian  writers.  The  secretary  of 
the  academy  —  its  public 
persona  —  is  Professor  Sten 
Allen,  whose  main  contribu¬ 
tion  to  literature  was  a  com¬ 
puter  study  of  the  frequency  of 
the  words  in.  that,  from,  how. 
is  and  the  in  the  Swedish 
language. 

Dr  Alien  is  an  able  enough 
administrator,  but  be  has 
been  the  butt  of  the  dissidents 
with  his  insistence  that  the 
academy  must  steer  clear  of 
political  statements,  thus 
abandoning  Rushdie's  cause. 
The  academy  is,  in  fact,  highly 
political.  It  is  in  the  middle  of 
an  argument  with  Stockholm 
city  council  about  controver¬ 
sial  traffic-flaw  plans,  and  at 
least  one  key  judge,  Kjell 
Espmark.  is  a  sharp  critic  of 
the  Swedish  social  welfare 
state.  His  novels  often  contain 
barely  veiled  attacks  on  Olof 
Palme,  the  late  Swedish  Prime 
Minister. 
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Ttic  Chinese  favourite  to 
win  the  prize  this  year,  poet 
Bei  Dao,  probably  owes  his 
place  on  the  shortlist  to 
Goeran  Malmquist.  the  Sinol¬ 
ogist  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  dynamic  members  of  the 
academy.  He  has  been  a  loud 
campaigner  against  the  mass 
killings  of  pro-clemocracy  pro¬ 
testers  in  Peking's  Tiananmen 
Square  in  June  1989. 

A  srudy  of  the  academy's 
past  winners,  however,  sug¬ 
gests  that  poets  are  unlikely  to 
be  honoured  in  consecutive 
years.  Last  year  Seamus 
Heaney,  the  Irish  poet,  won 
the  award. 

For  the  same  reason,  an 
English-speaking  writer  is 
also  unlikely  to  win  this  year. 
This  would  seem  to  rule  out  a 
surprise  victory  for  Bob 
Dylan,  the  rock  songwriter 
and  musician,  whose  name 
has  been  put  forward  by  an 
American  professor. 

The  breakdown  of  the  vot¬ 
ing  will  not  be  known  for  50 
years  because  the  academy  is 
almost  as  jealous  of  its  secrets 
as  the  Vatican.  The  idea  is  to 
maimain  the  traditions  of  the 
academy  set  up  in  1785  by 
King  Gustav  Ill.  But  the  effect 
of  so  much  social  conserva¬ 
tism  is  a  preponderance  of 
rather  academic  judges  such 
ns  Johannes  Edfeldt.  92, 
whose  literary  breakthrough 
came  with  a  novel  entitled 
High  Mass  written  in  1934. 
The  average  age  of  the  judges 
is  72.  and  membership  of  the 
academy  is  assumed  to  end 
only  on  the  deathbed. 

□  Stockholm:  A  group  of 
Russian  soldiers'  mothers 
which  has  campaigned  for 
better  conditions  in  the  mili¬ 
tary  was  among  four  winners 
yesterday  of  the  Right  Liveli¬ 
hood  Award,  Sweden's  so- 
called  "alternative  Nobel". 
Other  winners  were  Herman 
Daly,  an  American  economist, 
George  Vithoulkas,  a  Greek 
homeopathic  physician,  and 
the  Indian  group.  Science 
Writers’  Forum  of  Kerala,  Mr 
Daly's  award  carries  no  purse: 
the  other  three  winners  share 
$250,000  (£160,000).  (AP) 
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Two  of  the  Picasso  drawings,  among  the  last  works  completed  by  the  artist,  included  in  the  exhibition  opening  in  Milan  today.  Experts  have  rejected  doubts  over  their  authenticity 

‘Kama  Sutra’  drawings  reveal  Picasso  as  lusty  nonagenarian 


From  Richard  Owen 

IN  MILAN 

THE  organisers  of  a  controversial 
exhibition  of  late  erotic  art  by 
Picasso  yesterday  dismissed  doubts 
over  the  authenticity  of  some  of  the 
drawings,  saying  the  collection  —  the 
last  drawings  completed  by  the  artist 
before  bis  death  in  1973,  aged  92  — 
was  a  "potent  hymn  to  life". 

The  drawings  go  on  show  today  at 
a  newly  opened  arts  centre  in  a 
renovated  19th-century  palace  ad¬ 


joining  La  Scala  theatre  in  Milan. 
They  are  certainly  testimony  to  the 
triumph  of  a  lust  for  life  over  old  age. 
"Picasso  was  an  extraordinary  force 
of  nature,"  La  Repubblica  said.  "It 
was  thought  eveiything  that  could 
be  said  about  him  had  been  said  — 
but  apparently  not  This  is  a  vital 
and  unashamed  Kama  Sutra." 

The  collection  was  given  by  Picas¬ 
so  to  his  chauffeur.  Maurice  Bresnu. 
who  in  the  great  painter's  final  six 
years  became  his  factotum  and 
confidant.  Picasso  called  him 


“Nounours"  (roughly,  teddy  bear). 
Some  art  experts  have  hinted  that 
Bresnu,  who  died  in  1991.  took 
advantage  of  Picasso  in  his  dotage, 
knowing  that  any  doodle  by  the 
master  would  have  a  high  value.  But 
witnesses  have  spoken  of  the  artist's 
affection  for  Bresnu  and  his  wife. 
Jacqueline. 

Some  of  the  105  drawings  cany  a 
signature  which  experts  say  does  not 
resemble  the  normal  Picasso  one. 
Asked  to  explain  this  yesterday. 
Beni  am  io  Levi,  director  of  the  Strat¬ 


ton  Foundation  of  Lugano,  which 
owns  the  collection,  said  Bresnu  and 
his  wife  had  continued  to  live  in 
Picasso's  house  after  his  death. 

“It  is  possible  —  I  have  no  way  of 
knowing,  but  it  is  possible  —  that 
Jacqueline,  say.  signed  some  of  the 
drawings  with  Picasso’s  name  after 
his  death,"  Signor  Levi  said.  Jacque¬ 
line  committed  suicide  in  I99Z  "But 
there  is  absolutely  no  question  mark 
over  either  the  provenance  or  the 
authenticity  of  the  drawings."  Signor 
Levi  said.  He  said  that  Picasso  did 


not  normally  sign  his  work  except 
when  he  was  selling  iL 
The  works  have  been  authenticat¬ 
ed  by  Picasso's  daughter.  Maya 
who  describes  in  the  catalogue  her 
“intense  emotions"  on  seeing  the 
drawings,  which  she  describes  as  a 
mark  of  her  father's  "humour  and 
audacity"  at  the  end  of  his  life. 

□  Picasso:  The  Hidden  Collection 
is  open  to  the  public  until  January  6. 
1997.  at  the  Trussardi  Foundation 
Gallery,  Marino  alia  Scala  Art 
Centre.  Milan. 


Bomb  threats  to  Austrian  leaders 


From  Roger  Bo  yes 
IN  BONN 

SECURITY  has  been  stepped 
up  for  Austrian  and  German 
politicians  after  threats  by 
a  smaH  terrorist  group  to 
send  letter  bombs  to  eight 
prominent  decision-makers. 

According  to  one  report. 
President  Clinton  figures  on  a 
target  list  that  was  sent  to  a 


magazine  by  a  group  calling 
itself  the  Bajuvarian  Libera¬ 
tion  Army  (BLA),  but  the  main 
threat  is  perceived  to  be 
against  Austrian  politicians  in 
the  run-up  to  the  elections  on 
October  13 -for  the  European 
Parliament 

The  threats  are  being  taken 
seriously  since  the  BLA  — 
which  wants  to  reunite  the 
German-speaking  peoples  of 


Bavaria,  the  Alps  and  along 
the  Danube  —  has  claimed 
responsibility  for  more  than 
20  letter-bomb  attacks  in  the 
past  three  years.  All  have  been 
directed  al  foreigners  or  at 
prominent  people  associated 
with  refugee  issues,  and  II 
people  have  been  injured. 

Franz  Vranitzky,  the  Austri¬ 
an  Chancellor,  is  among  those 
with  extra  police  protection. 


Ballot  fraud 
in  Armenia 

Warsaw:  There  were  21013 
too  many  votes  in  Armenia's 
polls  won  by  President  Ter- 
Petrosian,  the  Organisation 
for  Seenrity  and  Co-oper«F 
lion  in  Europe,  which  moni¬ 
tored  tiie  election,  said  yester¬ 
day.  He  won  by  21,941  votes. 
Most  extra  votes  were  in 
Yerevan,  the  capital.  (A/T*) 


Nepal  offers  cows  haven 


Geneva:  A  Nepalese  Hindu 
organisation  has  offered  to 
adapt  230,000  Swiss  cows 
doomed  for  slaughter  amid 
efforts  to  eradicate  the  spread 
of  “mad  cow"  disease. 

-.to*,  letter  released-  yester^ 
day.  the  World  Hindu  flsderar 
tion  offered  to  save  ‘the 
condemned  animals  on  condi¬ 
tion  that  the  Swiss  Govern¬ 
ment  pay  ii  the  £165  million  it 


has  set  aside  for  the  planned 
cattle  cull.  The  Kathmandu- 
based  group  said  that  it  re¬ 
garded  the  slaughtering  of 
cows  as  a  more  serious  crime 
than  killing  anything  else. 
y:  Last  month  thtrSwiss  Gov- 
eminent  decided  to  kill  a  third 
of  its  beef  herd  over  the  next 
two  and  a  half  years  to  fight 
BSE  and  boost  beef  market 
prices.  (AFP) 
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Every  week 
thousands  of  people 
are  conning  to 

Direct  Line  for  a 
cheaper  mortgage. 

(The  table  below  will  show  you  how  much  cheaper). 


From  die  uble  you  can  see  that  coming  to  Direct 
Line  tor  your  mortgage  could  saw  you  around  £50"  a 
month.  But  that's  not  the  only  reason  that  every  week 
thousands  of  people  from  all  over  Britain  are  .coming 
to  Direct  Line.  Whether  you’re  moving  house  or  simply 
muring  your  mortgage,  there  are  no  arrangement  or 
survey  tees.  Mortgages  are  available  for  up  to  90%  of 
die  property  valuation  or  purchase  price,  whichever  js 
lower  and  there  is  no  mortgage  indemnity  premium  to 


pay.  We  don't  charge  early  redemption  fees  either. 

If  you’re  moving  your  mortgage  call  us  before 
14th  October  I99ti.  complete  the  transfer  using  our 
solicitors  package  and  we'll  even  pay  your  legal  fees 
<jnd  guarantee  you  a  saving  of  20%f‘  on  your  existing 
buildings  insurance. 

Call  Direct  Line  today  and  find  out  how  much 
money  the  leading  light  in  mortgage  lenders  could 


Mortgage  etanpte  of  £80.000  repayable  over  25  years  (300  monthly  payments). 
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ABBEY  NATIONAL 


0181  649  9099 
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LONDON 


0161  831  9099 


MANCHESTER 


MORTGAGES 


0141  221  9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL  ANYTIME  8am  to  8pm  Monday  to  Friday  and  9am  to  5pm  Saturday.  Please  quote  ret  1149 

Internet  address:  http://www.direetline.co.uk 


Mortgage  provided  by  Direct  line  Financial  Servtea;  tAnttad.  2S0  St.  Vinasm  Street.  Gfcngow.  G2  5SH.  CKr«*  OPtoO  bo 

gttMMB to  of  the  pwtot  priea.  whichever b  the  low.  AppBcaati  .18  to 42  and 


f  rtnur  be  ftiSjr  k»««n-wl  for 

rcdfamM  » tho  bwiww , 
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thexrark  hrratvod  In  the  transfer  at  your  mortgage  and  the  feu  amount  to  more  than  £300,  Direst  Line  my  the  deference  op  »  *  mwtnwmof 
£200.  Written  quotations- are  available  oa  request.  Soma  mortgages  may  report  payment  or  a  (to  oa  the  oxtatag  tender  «4m  being  tranrien-ed. 
The  ftwanceed  tnwnnec  nvfag  only  nppftat  if  year  eumm  fmunmea  is  arranged  by  year  tender  md  h  «ub|«(t  ta  oar  normal  imienwbing 
criteria  and  cofYespondtag  tewfc  of  tow.  Dor  your  added  tmearky  alt  telephone  «e&  wW  to  nwnM  raid  cto  recording  «cp*  *«"- 
YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  If  YOU  DO  NOTjKEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A  MORTGAGE  M  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT. 
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.  7 


-/  .  .a  i  f, 

First  Time 

^  j&i  Buyers  O11I3 


- OoAprii  21st,  1996  Elizaieth  If, 

:  cefebfated  hef  70th  Birthday,  tie  Royal  Mint 

-  has.  marked  this  special  day  with  a  newX5 
commemorative  coin. 


Special  face  vadhae  offer? 

To  ensure  you  receive  this  unique  £5  coin,  . 
you  should  order  one  today  -  at  the  official 
face  value  issue  price  of  £5. 


For  admirers  of  the  Royal  Family,  this  is  one  Simply  exchange  £5  for  £5  and  this  special 
of  the  most  important  coins  ever  issued:  commemorative  coin  will  not  rnst  you 

a  must  for  everyone!  anything  more? 

Order  your  coin  now  to  avoid  disappointment! 

MlWTtkCmnCoawinraUatod  rn.BwLN  XwalTtaihndppldh  IUmTViOay  fa*  >n. 

Vp  o  t  am  a  first  time  buyer.  Please  order  the  new  “70th  Birthday  of  Queen  Elizabeth  11"  X5  commemorative  coin  for  me  \  \ 
XCD.  at  the  face  valnejssjiie  price  of£5-  1  will  receive  it  freeof  p&p  on  10  days'  approval,  diirino  whirl,  qmf. ;  mav  \\ 
return  it  tor  u  full  refund.  (Order  No.  40622-103).  \\ 
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Computer  blamed 
as  70  are  killed 
in  Peru  jet  crash 


ALL  seventy  people  on  board  a 
Peruvian  jetliner  were  feared 
dead  after  ii  crashed  early 
yesterday  in  the  Pacific,  not  far 
from  the  capital,  Lima. 

Mechanical  trouble  had 
been  reported  by  the  pilot 
before  the  accident  and  condi¬ 
tions  were  foggy.  Acruperu's 
Flight  603  disappeared  from 
radio  and  radar  contact  at 
1.1 0am  luca l  time,  almost  half 
an  hour  after  taking  off  front 
Lima  bound  for  Santiago. 
Chile.  The  pilot  said  that  "he 
was  turning  hack  to  Lima  and 
requested  an  emergency 
landing. 

Elsa  Carrera  de  Escalante, 
the  Peruvian  Transport  Min¬ 
ister.  said  computer  failure 
appeared  la  have  been  the 
cause.  “We  have  listened  to  the 
recordings  of  the  pilot  -  she 
said.  “It  seems  there  was  a 


AIR  CRASH  1H 
l|  THE  PACIFIC 


By  Quentin  Letts 

blockage  in  the  computer 
system.” 

Navy  patrol  boats  found 
wreckage  from  the  plane  in 
the  sea,  40  miles  west  of  the 
resort  of  Ancon,  said  Admiral 
Jaime  Monge,  head  of  navy 
rescue  operations.  Ancbn  is  42 
miles  north  of  Lima. 

Emergency  rescue  workers 
stood  in  vain  on  the  Pacific 
shore,  shining  lights  out  to  sea 
in  the  hope  of  attracting  the 
attention  of  survivors.  "The 
only  possibility  is  for  survivors 
to  direct  themselves  towards 
the  light.”  said  Juan  Piperes,  a 
spokesman  for  the  local  fire 
brigade. 

Visibility  was  down  to  30ft, 
and  in  the  icy  waters  of  the 
Humboldt  current,  which 
flows  up  the  Peruvian  coast 
from  Antarctica,  no  survivors 
were  expected.  Some  lights 


from  the  plane  itself  and  a 
sheen  of  oil  were  said  to  have 
been  seen  on  the  surface  of  the 
sea  by  naval  and  police 
ltd  [copters.  ■ 

A  local  fisherman,  Jesus 
Herrera,  reported  hearing  a 
noise  in  the  night  Soon  after¬ 
wards  his  beach  shack  was 
flooded  by  a  large  wave. 

The  aircraft  was  a  compara¬ 
tively  new  Boeing  757.  thought 
to  nave  been  leased  from 
Aeroperu’s  Mexican  parent 
company.  It  was  the  third 
reoent  air  disaster  to  involve  a 
jet  of  this  type. 

The  plane,  which  had  a 
capacity  of  180  people,  was 
carrying  61  passengers  and  a 
crew  of  nine.  The  nationality 
of  those  on  board  was  not 
immediafdy  known,  an  offi¬ 
cial  at  Aeroperu's  Manhattan 
offices  said,  but  television 
reports  stated  that  four  of  the 
missing  were  Americans. 

flight  603  originated  in 
New  York  before  stopping  at 
Miami.  Passengers  changed 
planes  at  Lima. 

The  jet  took  off  from  lima  at 
12.42am  and  the  pilot  reported 
mechanical  difficulties  about 
five  minutes  later,  according 
to  early  reports. 

The  crash  was  the  first  in 
the  history  of  Aeroperu.  which 
was  founded  in  the  early  1970s 
and  is  a  private  company.  It 
was  originally  government- 
owned. 
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ll^gggjjpl  Murder 
|||Ri  adds  to 

Korean 
Ih&l  ill  tension 


Sally  Gunnell  with  Hadelino  Isidro,  11,  at  Kuito.  where  she  met  landmine  victims 


Gunnell  winces  as  a 
mine  is  destroyed 

Track  star 
backs  ban 
on  mines 

From  Adrian  Brooks 

IN'  HU  AM  BO.  ANGOLA 

ONE  wrong  step  and  a  sport¬ 
ing  career  could  have  been 
ruined.  For  Sally  Gunnell,  the 
former  Olympic  400m  cham¬ 
pion  and  the  latest  recruit  to 
an  international  campaign  to 
ban  landmines,  witnessing 
the  crippling  effects  of  the 
weapon  of  war  in  Angola  was 
nerve-racking. 

Last  week  she  was  led 
through  a  minefield  to  watch 
a  controlled  explosion.  She 
said:  “You  only  had  to  put  one 
foot  wrong.  Five  days  ago.  1 
didn’t  even  know  what  a  mine 
looked  like  or  the  terrible 
injuries  they  can  inflict-”  Ear¬ 
lier,  she  had  toured  the 
M  Adeems  sans  Frontieres 
hospital  in  Kuito,  where  she 
met  mine  victims.  Gunnell's 
visit  was  part  of  the  campaign 
to  outlaw  mines.  Today  a 
conference  devoted  to  the 
issue  opens  in  Ottawa. 


Patten  challenges  China  to  safeguard  Hong  Kong’s  freedoms 


From  Jonathan  Mirsky 

IN  HONG  KONG 

CHRIS  PATrEN.  Hong  Kong’s 
twenty-eighth  and  last  Governor, 
yesterday  gave  a  challenging  final 
policy  address  to  the  Legislative 
Council.  Peking  will  appoint  its 
own  council  in  1997  and  Mr 
Patten's  vision  of  Hong  Kong’s 
future  was  bleak.  He  laid  down  16 
“benchmarks”  by  which  it  will  be 
judged  internationally  under  Chi¬ 
nese  rule.  Freedom  of  the  press  and 


assembly  and  an  “openly  elected 
legislature”,  for  example,  are  likely 
to  be  explosive  issues  once  the 
colony  is  handed  over. 

Hie  Governor  said  Hong  Kong’s 
strength  to  date  stemmed  from  the 
“hard  work  and  skill  of  its  Chinese 
men  and  women”  but  also  of 
British  “ stewardship "  which  bad 
brought  the  rule  of  law.  a  merito¬ 
cratic  Civil  Service,  and  the  open¬ 
ness  to  ideas  and  people  that  “lies  at 
the  heart  of  Hong  Kong’s  success”. 
Mr  Patten  said  that  during  the  final 


nine  months  of  British  rule  the 
Government  was  not  “going  into 
hibernation  ...  we  still  have  plenty 
to  do”,  but  he  soon  issued  sombre 
warnings.  If  things  went  well  in 
Hong  Kong,  he  said,  they  would 
make  China’s  problems  lighter. 
“And  the  reverse  is  true,”  he  said. 

The  relationship  between  China 
and  Hong  Kong.  which  he  said 
would  soon  be  the  richest  Chinese 
city,  “goes  to  the  heart  of  what  sort 
of  country  China  is  in  the  next 
century  and  how  ii  plays  its  role  in 


the  region  and  the  world”.  The 
colony  seemed  to  be  “a  superb 
meteor . . .  rather  than  a  sleepy  and 
permanent  planet”. 

He  saved  his  direst  warnings  for 
the  Legislative  Council  (LegCo), 
whose  election  last  year  lies  at  the 
core  of  Peking’s  hatred  of  the 
Governor  and  of  the  crisis  in  Smo- 
British  relations  since  he  was 
appointed  in  1992.  Peking  claims 
that  the  council  violated  treaty 
agreements  between  the  British 
and  Chinese,  and  vows  to  replace  jt 


next  year  by  a  body  handpicked  by 
China.  That  “provisional  LegCo” 
will  legislate  in  competition  with 
tiie  existing  council. 

For  the  first  time.  Mr  Patten 
came  dose  yesterday  to  saying  that 
such  a  body  would  be  illegal.  He 
declared:  “The  role  of  this  institu¬ 
tion.  its  credibility  and  legitimacy, 
ties  at  the  heart  of  wider  doubts 
about  the  future  of  pluralism  and 
freedom  in  Hong  Kong.” 

The  present  elected  council,  he 
said,  “has  been  and  will  remain  a 


potent  symbol  of  what  sort  of 
sodety  Hong  Kong  is  today  and 
could  and  would  be  tomorrow”. 

Mr  Patten’s  other  “benchmarks” 
seem  equally  ominous.  These  in¬ 
dude  a  free  press,  freedom  of 
assembly,  vigils  and  demonstra¬ 
tions.  Chinese  officials  have  said, 
however,  that  certain  opinions  will 
be  regarded  as  seditious  and  it 
intends  to  abridge  Hong  Kong's 
Bill  of  Rights. 

Leading  article,  page  21 


From  Thomas  de  Waal 
IN  MOSCOW  AND 

Robert  Whymant  in  txjkvo 

SOUTH  KOREA  tentatively 
pointed  the  finger  at  North 
Korea  for  the  murder  of  its 
consul  to  Vladivostok  yester¬ 
day,  straining  further  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  two 
countries,  already  at  their 
worst  for  several  years. 

The  body  of  Choi  Duck 
Keun  was  found  on  Tuesday 
nighi  on  the  staircase  of  his 
a  pan  men!  block  in  the  Rus¬ 
sian  dty.  He  had  been  blud¬ 
geoned  on  the  back  of  the  head 
and  his  stomach  had  been  slit 

Gangs  are  in  a  perpetual 
state  of  war  in  the  mafia- 
ridden  eastern  city  and  police 
refused  to  comment  on  yet 
another  killing.  Bur  the  con¬ 
sul’s  murder  was  unlikely  to 
be  a  simple  mugging  as  his 
waller  and  passport  had  nor 
been  taken. 

A  South  Korean  Foreign 
Ministry  spokesman  acknowl¬ 
edged  Mr  Choi  had  been  in 
charge  of  intelligence  gather¬ 
ing  on  North  Korea,  making 
him  an  obvious  target  “We 
can’t  rule  out  the  possibility 
that  North  Korea  could  be 
involved,"  he  said.  Seoul  is 
sending  investigators  to  work 
with  Russian  police. 

In  the  past  two  weeks,  the 
Koreas  have  been  embroiled 
in  one  of  their  worst  confronta¬ 
tions  for  years  after  the 
landing  of  spies  from  a  North 
Korean  submarine  in  the 
South.  Twenty-two  North  Ko¬ 
reans  from  the  vessel  have 
since  been  killed. 

North  Korean  army  officers 
threatened  their  southern 
neighbours  at  a  meeting  at  the 
truce  village  of  Panmunjom 
yesterday,  saying  “that  serious 
consequences  which  would  be 
announced  would  occur  as  a 
result  of  the  deaths  of  their 
soldiers”,  a  United  Nations 
spokesman  said.  Lee  Yang 
Ha  the  South  Korean  Defence 
Minister,  said  Seoul  might 
have  to  gird  itself  for  war. 

The  submarine  incident  and 
the  murder  have  caused  alarm 
and  raised  questions  about 
how  long  the  43-year  stale¬ 
mate,  a  result  of  the  Korean 
War.  can  continue. 
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A  vision  for  the  office 
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world 

know-how  to  link  them  all  into  a  fully-networked  system  that's 
tailor-made  for  your  office. 

IKON  can  also  provide  the  management  services  to 
‘outsource’  your  entire  document  handling  operation,  from 
general  printroom  services  to  complex  information  processing 
systems. 

The  strength  of  a  nationwide  network  combined  with  our 
fast,  responsive  local  service  means  you  can  rely  on  IKON  to 
deliver  total  customer  satisfaction.  And,  with  our  own  group 
finance  and  environmentally-friendly  copier  remanufacturing 
process,  you  can  trust  IKON  to  turn  a  vision  into  reality. 
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Palestinians  fear 
tank  onslaught 
as  Israelis  dig  in 

From  Christopher  Walker  in  Jerusalem 


THE  Israeli-occupied  West 
Bank  and  Gaza  Strip,  home  to 
22  million  Palestinians,  re¬ 
sembled  a  war  zone  last  night 
with  security  forces  on  both 
sides  on  alert  in  antidpation  of 
renewed  violence  in  reaction 
to  the  Washington  summit. 
Some  Palestinians  were  sand¬ 
bagging  their  homes  in  fear  of 
an  attack  by  Israeli  tanks. 

Senior  Palestinian  offidals 
said  that  many  families  were 
hoarding  food  in  case  the 
failure  of  the  Washington 
talks  to  meet  expectations 
sparked  more  serious  clashes 
than  Those  which  left  more 
than  70  people  dead  and 
nearly  1-500  wounded  last 
week. 

There  is  an  atmosphere  of 
fear.  We  are  living  in  a  very 
critical  situation,"  said  a  se¬ 
nior  offiri  a!  in  the  autonomous 
West  Bank  town  of  Kalkiliya, 
where  residents  were  protect¬ 
ing  their  homes  with  sand¬ 
bags.  "If  the  tanks  enter  the 
city,  big  losses  will  take  place.” 


Even  before  the  summit 
results  had  been  announced, 
Israeli  and  Palestinian  sec¬ 
urity  sources  reported  that  one 
Palestinian  had  been  shor 
dead  by  Israeli  Troops  in 
Hebron,  the  tense  rity  at  the 
centre  of  the  Washington 
talks,  and  five  others  were 
wounded  during  two  incidents 
in  the  West  Bank. 

Israeli  military  command¬ 
ers  emphasised  that  they 
would  not  hesitate  to  use 
tanks,  snipers  and  Cobra  at¬ 
tack  helicopters  to  put  down 
any  new  armed  assaults  on 
their  troops  or  Jewish  settlers. 

Members  of  the  30.000- 
strong  Palestinian  police  were 
digging  new  trenches  close  to 
Israeli  lines  around  Nablus, 
the  largest  West  Bank  city. 
Palestinians  said  factories 
were  working  at  only  30  per 
cent  capacity  because  workers 
from  surrounding  areas  were 
kept  out  by  Israeli  roadblocks. 

The  Israeli  forces,  already 
reinforced  by  thousands  of 


men.  appeared  to  be  digging 
in  for  the  long  haul.  The  army 
was  reported  to  have  placed 
an  emergency  order  for  hun¬ 
dreds  of  special  bullet-proof 
vests  from  England  and 
armoured  protection  was 
being  sent  to  the  West  Bank 
and  Gaza  Strip,  where  Pales¬ 
tinian  residents  are  under 
effective  “town  arrest". 

Major-General  Amiaz 
Sag  is.  the  chief  of  the  technol¬ 
ogy  and  logistics  branch,  said: 
"We  are  preparing  for  an 
extended  stay.  The  winter  is  at 
the  doorstep  and  we  are 
readying  ourselves  for  it” 

In  Hebron.  Palestinians 
pelted  the  Israelis  with  stones 
the  minute  a  week-long  curfew 
on  the  100.000  Arab  inhabit¬ 
ants  was  lifted  briefly  to  let 
people  buy  food.  “All  leaders 
are  liars.”  said  nine-year-old 
Mahran  Natche,  one  of  the 
stone-throwers.  “We  will  nev¬ 
er  live  in  peace  with  the  Jews”. 

As  night  fell,  there  were  also 
reports  that  stones  had  been 


Israeli  guards  check  the  identity  of  a  Palestinian  in  Hebron,  during  a  curfew  in  the  West  Bank  town  yesterday 


hurled  at  Israeli  soldiers  in 
Bethlehem  but  Palestinian 
police,  acting  on  orders  from 
Yassir  Arafat,  the  President  of 
the  Palestinian  Authority, 
intervened. 
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1  month  to  12  months. 
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A  report  in  Haaretz,  a  Tel 
Aviv  newspaper,  by  Zeev 
Schift  Israel’s  top  military 
analyst  disclosed  that  the  Pal¬ 
estinians  are  believed  by  Is¬ 
raeli  security  sources  to  have 
*10.000  weapons  in  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza,  a  much  larger 
total  than  previously  thought. 
The  arsenal  includes  AK47 
assault  rifles  and  Israeli  fire¬ 
arms,  either  stolen  from  the 
Israeli  Army  over  the  27  years 
of  occupation  or  smuggled  in 
as  a  result  of  trading  with  the 


Israeli  underworld.  Mr  Schiff 
wrote:  “According  to  the  Oslo 
peace  agreement  the  Palestin¬ 
ian  Authority  was  supposed  to 
collect  weapons  from  civilian 
hands  or  register  them  for  use 
by  authorised  civilians.  The 
PA  did  not  carry  out  this  part 
of  the  agreement” 

Such  was  the  tension  in  an 
around  the  six  Palestinian 
towns  in  the  West  Bank  al¬ 
ready  handed  over  to  Palestin¬ 
ian  control  that  joint  Israeli- 
PaJestinian  controls  were 
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Clinton 
sets  into 
a  knot  * 
over  ties 

By  Christopher  Walker 

THE  sartorial  habits  of  Na¬ 
tan  Sharansky,  a  key  member 
of  the  Israeli  summit  team, 
raised  eyebrows  in  the  White 
House  according  to  Maori  v. 
the  Tel  Aviv  newspaper. 

The  paper  said  President 
Clinton  asked  the  former 
Soviet  dissident  now  Trade 
and  Industry  Minister,  why 
he  had  come  to  the  White 
House  without  wearing  a  tie: 

Mr  Sharansky  responded 
without  batting  an  eyelid: 
“There  is  a  law  in  Israel, 
according  to  which  anyone 
who  was  incarcerated  in  a 
Russian  prison  for  longer 
than  eight  years  is  exempt  £ 
from  putting  on  a  tie.”  Mr  ™ 
Sharansky  had  been  a  guest 
of  the  former  Soviet  gulag  for 
ten  years. 

Maariv  said  Mr  Clinton 
smiled  at  the  response.-  Later, 
he  West  Bank  town  yesterday  when  he  bumped  into  the 

former  inmate  of  Moscow’s 
hiff  suspended.  "In  some  cases.  Lefortovo  prison,  he  again 
Isio  the  Palestinian  police  took  asked  Mr  Sharansky  whether 
tin-  part  in  the  shooting  at  Israe-  it  was  his  habit  to  go  around 
i  to  Iis,"  said  Major-General  Uzi  without  a  tie.  The  minister 
ian  Diayan,  the  head  of  Israel’s  said  it  was  and  “the  two  shook 
use  Central  Command.  hands  warmly", 

fhe  Hanan  Ashrawi,  the  lead-  Diplomats  said  that  in  the 
art  ing  Palestinian  spokeswoman,  past  it  was  normal  for  Israeli 
said:  "If  this  summit  fails  we  officials  not  to  bother  with  a 
an  will  face  bad  consequences,"  jacket  or  tie.  But  now,  under 
ian  as  gloomy  reports  of  progress  the  snappily  attired  leader- 
al-  in  Washington  spread  ship  of  Binyamin  Netanyahu, 
tin-  through  the  region.  “Our  the  tieless  member  of  the 
eli-  people  do  not  expect  much  Cabinet  is  the  exception  rath¬ 
er?  from  the  summit."  er  than  the  rule. 


Simpson  case  detective 
charged  with  perjury 

From  Giles  Whittell  in  los  angei.es 


Secret  report  ‘shows 
tobacco  conspiracy’ 

From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


MARK  FUHRMAN.  the  de¬ 
tective  whose  record  of  racism 
sabotaged  the  prosecution  of 
O.  J.  Simpson,  is  to  be 
charged  with  perjury  for  de¬ 
nying  during  the  Simpson 
trial  that  he  had  used  tire 
word  "nigger"  in  the  previous 
ten  years.  The  detective,  now 
an  apprentice  electrician,  was 
due  to  be  arraigned  in  Los 
Angeles  yesterday  within 
hours  of  his  perjury  charge 
being  made  public. 

Testifying  before  a  packed 
Simpson  courtroom  in  March 
last  year,  he  swore  that  he  had 
not  addressed  or  spoken  of 
black  people  as  “niggers"  in 


ten  years.  Later  in  the  trial 
however,  a  screenwriter  who 
had  in  terviewed  Mr  Fuhrman 
submitted  tapes  on  which  he 
used  the  inflammatory  word 
no  fewer  than  41  times. 

Mr  Fuhrman  had  described 
on  the  witness  stand  finding  a 
crucial  bloody  glove  in  Mr 
Simpson's  grounds  early  on 
the  morning  after  the  mur¬ 
ders  of  Nicole  Brown  and 
Ronald  Goldman. 

The  revelation  of  his  casual 
racist  rhetoric,  before  a  large¬ 
ly  black  juty,  turned  a  key 
prosecution  witness  into  a 
godsend  for  Mr  Simpson's 
successful  defence  team. 


AN  AMERICAN  congress¬ 
man  has  uncovered  research 
by  two  Britons  32  years  ago 
that  he  claims  is  a  “smoking 
gun"  to  support  allegations  of 
a  conspiracy  among  US  tobac¬ 
co  manufacturers  to  hide  the 
dangers  of  cigarettes. 

Martin  Meehan,  the  Mass¬ 
achusetts  Democrat  and  cat¬ 
alyst  of  a  current  inquiry  into 
the  $S0  billion  American  to¬ 
bacco  industry,  has  offered  the 
secret  report  to  the  Justice 
Department  as  evidence  for  a 
federal  investigation. 

Sir  Philip  Rogers  and  Geof¬ 
frey  Todd,  both  now  dead, 
were  senior  members  of  the 


British  Research  Council  who 
were  granted  unparalleled  ac¬ 
cess  to  tobacco  executives  dur¬ 
ing  a  fact-finding  mission 
lasting  just  over  a  month. 

They  revealed  that  lawyers 
for  cigarette  manufacturers 
assumed  control  of  smoking 
and  health  research  and  con¬ 
centrated  efforts  on  fighting 
lawsuits  rather  than  develop¬ 
ing  safer  products. 

Michael  York,  a  lawyer  for 
Philip.  Mom's  USA,  said  law¬ 
yers  worked  together  all  the 
time  to  co-ordinate  defences 
and  strategy.  He  called  Mr 
Meehan's  allegations  “an  act 
of  desperation”. 


So  who  is  ~ 
the  low  fares  airline 
then? 


U  ‘ 

I1  ■ 


LONDON  TO  SCOTLAND 


BRITISH  AIRWAYS 

-]NC 

CERTAINLY  NOT 

BRmSH  MIDLAND 

from  wJfL 

CAN’T  BE 

AIR  UK 

from 

SORRY,  NO 

EASY  JET 

£1«K 

from 

TRY  AGAIN 

,YIQ  Wryana/r 

£49 

fcom  HT  Return 

Call  ?  RYANAJR  DIRECT 

0171-435  7101 

8am  -  8pm  or  contact  your  local  travel  agent 

^RYANA/R 

THE  LOW  FARES  AIRLINE 


|k  .  .  A.- 

I, 


Wo [  !'j 


sure 


fWt  Uae  aod  die  «  <*»*»  ** 


dMiKRto**  «  m”8”  I*”  ******* 


al  wrtr  unu  i—urwu^piu* 


i  i  i-  I  r>s>  i 


I H 

1  t  s 


«ts 


/:.  .  -« 

*  '  .*  \  ,  ■  :■  V- 

THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  OCTOBER  3  1996 


^iuS^> 


‘Club  Med’  row  threatens  EU  talks 


1  .  BOUT  of  squabbling  bc- 
.**  f  .  wee"  France  and  Italy  height- 

1^?  t  ened  Urmrvrn  .i.  . 


trned  oancem  yesterday  (hat  a 
special  European  summit  this 
weekend  could  highlight  dis- 
uoru  among  member  states  as 
they  strive  to  desicn  a  more 
coherent,  streamlined  Union. 

While  EU  leaders  shuttled 
around  capitals  before  Satur¬ 
day's  gathering  in  Dublin. 
Presidcni  Chirac  of  France 
made  little  effort  to  smooth 
Italian  feathers,  severely  ruf¬ 
fled  by  an  undiplomatic  swipe 
at  Rome  over  its  chances  of 
qualifying  for  monetary 
union.  The  Gaullist  Presf- 
dent’s  outburst  on  Tuesday 
was  seen  as  a  foretaste  of  the 
blunt  tactics  which  his  aides 
say  he  is  planning  to  employ 
when  the  leaders  take  stock  of 
the  limping  negotiations  to 
revise  the  Maastricht  treaty. 

Only  M  Chirac  wanted  the 
Dublin  gathering.  John  Ma- 
4  *'jor.  Helmut  Kohl,  the  German 
Chancellor,  and  others  argued 


FR°lo  nRL¥  BR£MNER  in  BRUSSELS 
and  Ben  Macintvre  in  paris 


that  the  informal  session 
risked  airing  differences  while 
the  15  stales  remained  far 
apart  on  ways  of  revamping 
the  EU  lo  accommodate  up  to 
a  dozen  new  members  from 
the  East  and  the  South. 

Although  no  formal  deci¬ 
sions  are  due  10  be  made  on 
Saturday,  there  are  also  fears 
that  Mr  Major  could  use  the 
gathering  at  Dublin  Castle  to 
restate  Britain’s  resistance  to 
deeper  in  tee  rati  on  three  days 
before  the  Conservative  Party 
conference.  Britain’s  irmni- 
nem  general  election  is 
blamed  by  the  other  Union 
members  for  the  failure  of  the 
tmer-governmenral  confer¬ 
ence  (1GC)  to  make  headway. 

M  Chirac's  remarks  on  die 
lira  spurred  Professor  Roma¬ 
no  Prodi,  the  Italian  Prime 
Minister,  to  threaten  to  call  off 
talks  with  M  Chirac  in  Naples 
today.  The  French  President 
responded  by  saying  he  “ar¬ 
dently  hoped"  Italy  would  be 


Prodi:  warning  about 
cancelling  Naples  talks 

among  the  founder  members 
of  economic  and  monetary 
union  (EM  U)  but  the  lira  must 
first  “catch  up”  with  the  franc. 

M  Chirac  praised  the  aus¬ 
tere  Italian  budget  and  said 
the  diplomatic  row  was  simply 
a  “misunderstanding",  but  his 
testy  warning  was  reaffirmed 
yesterday  by  Catherine 
Colonna.  his  spokeswoman, 
who  said  Italy's  ability  to  join 
monetary  union  depended 


Chirac  only  EU  leader 
to  want  Dublin  meeting 

partly  on  an  early  return  to  the 
European  exchange-rate 
mechanism  {ERM]  at  a  more 
appropriate  rate. 

Mine  Colonna  said  the  Ital¬ 
ian  currency  had  depredated 
by  40  per  cent  against  the 
franc  since  Italy  was  ejected 
from  the  ERM  in  1992,  and  the 
cheap  lira  was  seriously  dam¬ 
aging  French  industry.  "The 
movement  of  the  lira  in  the 
past  year  is  positive,  but  it  is 


no  secret  that  we  think  there  is 
still  room  for  appreciation, “ 
she  said. 

Signor  Prodi  was  in  no 
mood  for  a  fresh  quarrel  with 
M  Chirac  since  he  had  already 
fallen  out  this  week  with  Jose 
Maria  Aznar,  the  Spanish 
Prime  Minister,  who  suggest¬ 
ed  he  had  tried  to  soften  the 
EMU  criteria.  Signor  Prodi 
denied  this  yesterday. 

The  bickering  among  the 
"Club  Med"  states  underlined 
the  way  in  which  tension  over 
the  push  for  monetary  union  is 
eclipsing  the  effort  to  finish  a 
new-iook  Maastricht  treaty 
next  June.  As  the  leap  to  die 
single  currency  has  acquired 
the  feel  of  certainty  in  recent 
weeks,  governments  have 
scrambled  to  enact  draconian 
budgets  for  fear  of  being  left 
on  the  sidelines  when  the 
EMU  entrance  test  is  applied 
in  about  IS  months’  time. 

Herr  Kohl  and  M  Chirac 
will  be  uniting  in  Dublin  to 
warn  colleagues  of  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  letting  the  Maastricht 
review  stagnate  at  a  time 

JACKY  NAEGa£N/HEUTEfl 


when  European  citizens  are 
taking  a  more  jaundiced  view 
than  ever  of  the  Union  and  its 
grand  monetary  scheme.  The 
two  "motor"  nations  are  keen 
to  set  the  pace  on  such  issues 
as  the  creation  of  a  stronger 
EU  foreign  policy  machine 
and  the  centralising  of  control 
over  immigration  and  crime. 
Bonn  and  Paris  have  not 
settled  a  joint  package,  but 
France  has  watered  down  its 
demand  for  the  creation  of  a 
foreign  policy  supremo  to  act 
as  "Mr  Europe". 

The  two  have  upset  the 
European  Commission  and 
federal-minded  states  by  back¬ 
ing  a  strengthened  policy  team 
in  Brussels  that  would  report 
to  the  member  states,  leaving 
control  firmly  in  government 
hands.  The  scheme  should  be 
acceptable  to  Britain. 

Wide  differences  remain, 
however,  on  extending  major¬ 
ity  voting.  While  Britain  flatly 
opposes  any  dilution  of  the 
veto.  France.  Germany  and 
other  slates  are  reluctant  to 
reveal  their  hands. 
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Alain  Juppe  addresses  parliament  before  yesterday’s  confidence  vote  on  his  spending  cuts.  The  French  Prime  Minister  won  comfortably 


By  Ben  Macinthie 

TH  E  French  parliament 
passed  a  vote  of  confidence  in 
the  Government  yesterday 
against  a  background  of  re¬ 
newed  internal  criticism 
aimed  at  Alain  Juppe,  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  rumours 
of  a  possible  early  election. 

The  ruling  coalition  enjoys  a 
four-fifths  majority  in  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Assembly  and  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  confidence  vote,  by 
404  to  100.  was  never  in  doubt, 
but  a  fresh  burst  of  sniping 
from  M  Juppe's  coalition  part¬ 
ners  suggested  that  yester¬ 
day’s  seal  of  approval  was 
rather  less  than  “the  sincere 
and  frank  support  in  heart 
and  spirit"  requested  by  the 


wins 


Prime  M  inister.  “ 1997  will  be  a 
year  of  improvement . . .  per¬ 
severance  will  pay  off."  he 
assured  M  PS  as  he  defended 
austerity  policies  aimed  at 
reducing  the  deficit  in  time  for 
European  monetary  union. 

M  Juppe  received  a  stand¬ 
ing  ovation  from  a  majority  of 
MPs  as  he  called  for  the  third 
confidence  vote  since  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  was  elected  in  May 
last  year.  But  internal  strife 
within  the  Centre-Right  coali¬ 
tion  has  prompted  reports  that 
President  Chirac  is  consider¬ 
ing  whether  to  dissolve  parlia¬ 
ment  and  call  an  early  election 
rather  than  wait  until  sched¬ 
uled  elections  in  March  1998 
and  .face  the  possibility  of 
sharing  power  with  the  Left. 


Legacy  of  prayer  is 
treasure  on  earth 


Hamburg:  A  Spanish  busi¬ 
nessman  and  devout  Roman 
Catholic  who  stopped  to  pray 
a i  a  church  during  a  trip  to 
Stockholm  ended  up  a  million¬ 
aire.  Bild  reported  yesterday. 

The  church  was  empty  ex¬ 
tent  for  a  coffin  containing  the 
remains  of  a  man.  so  35-yea  r- 
old  Eduardo  Sierra  knelt 
down  and  prayed  for  the 
deceased  for  20  minutes . 
counting  off  the  beads  on  his 
rosarv.  ihe  paper  said. 

Sen’or  Sierra  signed  a  con¬ 
dolence  book  placed  by  the 
coffin  after  he  saw  a  note 


saying  those  who  prayed  for 
the  dead  man  should  enter 
their  names  and  addresses. 
He  noticed  that  he  was  the 
first  one  to  sign. 

Several  weeks  later.  Senor 
Sierra  got  a  call  from  the 
Swedish  capital  informing 
him  that  he  had  inherited  the 
fortune  of  the  dead  man.  Jens 
Svenson.  a  73-year-old  proper¬ 
ty  dealer  with  no  close 
relatives. 

Mr  Svenson  had  specified  in 
his  will  that  “whoever  prays 
for  my  soul  gets  all  my 
belongings".  Bild  reported. 
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During  the  summer  the  Presi¬ 
dent  discussed  the  possibility 
of  bringing  the  election  for¬ 
ward  with  Francois  Leotard, 
head  of  the  UDF,  the  Gaull- 
ists’  junior  coalition  partner. 
Le  Monde  reported  yesterday. 
Last  July,  M  Chirac  appeared 
to  rule  out  an  early  election, 
saying  that  such  a  derision 
would  be  taken  only  in  the 
event  of  a  big  political  crisis, 
but  with  unemployment  ris¬ 
ing,  strike  threats  growing 
and  the  Government’s  popu¬ 
larity  dwindling,  rumours  of  a 
possible  snap  election  have 
begun  to  circulate. 

The  opposition  Socialists 
have  yet  to  form  a  credible 
election  platform  and  an  early 
poll  might  ensure  M  Chirac  a 

Adriatic 
blockade 
called  off 

From  Associated  Press 

IN  BRUSSELS 

NATO  and  the  Western  Euro¬ 
pean  Union  ended  their  naval 
blockade  in  the  Adriatic  yes¬ 
terday  after  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Security  Council's  vote  to 
lift  trade  sanctions  against 
Serb-led  Yugoslavia. 

The  WEU  also  announced 
that  it  was  ending  its  policing 
operation  to  prevent  sane- 
dons-busters  reaching  Serbia 
by  the  Danube. 

The  sanctions  enforcement 
mission  had  been  suspended 
in  June  when  the  UN  ended  its 
arms  embargo  against  all  the 
former  Yugoslav  republics. 

In  a  joint  statement.  Nato 
and  the  WEU  said  their  ves¬ 
sels  had  challenged  74.000 
ships  since  the  mission,  code- 
named  Operation  Sharp 
Guard,  started  in  1993.  Six 
ships  were  caught  trying  to 
break  the  sanctions. 

"Nato  and  the  WEU  consid¬ 
er  this  operation  a  success, 
since  no  ships  have  been 
reported  as  having  broken  the 
embargo,"  the  statement  said. 

The  Security  Council  voted 
unanimously  on  Tuesday  to 
lift  sanctions  as  a  sign  of 
international  recognition  of 
Serbia’s  role  in  helping  to 
bring  peace  to  the  Balkans. 

The  mission  was  the  first 
joint  operation  between  Nato 
and  the  WEU,  fledgeling  de¬ 
fence  arm  of  the  European 
Union.  The  statement  said 
both  bodies  thought  it  "served 
as  a  positive  demonstration  of 
strengthening  ties  and  intens¬ 
ifying  co-operation". 

v 


continued  parliamentary  ma¬ 
jority,  albeit  substantially  re¬ 
duced,  for  the  rest  of  his  seven- 
year  term. 

The  talk  of  dissolving  par¬ 
liament  may  be  a  way  to  en¬ 
force  discipline  among  rebel¬ 
lious  MPS  wiihin  the  ruling 
coalition,  but  yesterday  Jean- 
Claude  Gaudin,  the  Minister 
for  Regional  Development, 
said  that  the  coalition  should 
be  prepared  for  such  an  even¬ 
tuality.  “If  it  takes  place  early, 
that  is  all  the  more  reason  for 
us  first  to  be  ready,  second  to 
be  determined  and  third  to  be 
united,"  M  Gaudin  said  in  a 
radio  interview. 

M  Juppe’s  approval  rating 
has  sunk  to  30  per  cent, 
according  to  the  latest  polls, 


only  slightly  above  the  record 
lows  of  last  winter.  The  Prime 
Minister  has  faced  a  wave  of 
internal  criticism  over  his 
recent  initiatives  to  bolster 
anti-racist  legislation  and  tin¬ 
ker  with  voting  rules  by  add¬ 
ing  an  element  of  proportional 
representation. 

During  last  week’s  stormy 
Gaullist  conference.  President 
Chirac  personally  intervened 
to  shield  his  Prime  Minister 
against  increasingly  vitriolic 
attacks  from  members  of  his 
own  party. 

Just  hours  before  yester¬ 
day’s  confidence  vote.  Gilles 
de  Robien,  floor  leader  of  the 
UDF,  criticised  M  Juppe’s 
failure  to  communicate  with 
his  coalition  partners. 


Bulgarian  plea  for 
calm  after  murder 
of  top  politician 

By  James  Petti fer  and  Our  Foreign  Staff 


ANDREI  LUKANOV,  the  for¬ 
mer  Bulgarian  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  and  Socialist  deputy,  was 
murdered  at  his  Sofia  house 
yesterday  in  a  mafia-style 
killing  that  will  add  to  the 
feverish  political  atmosphere 
in  the  run-up  to  presidential 
elections  on  October  27. 

In  a  scene  reminiscent  of  the 
legendary  and  numerous  as¬ 
sassinations  of  Bulgarian 
leaders  earlier  this  century, 
a  middle-aged  man  fired  two 
shots  at  Mr  Lukanov,  58.  at 
about  9.30am  —  one  to  the 
head,  the  other  to  the  heart 
He  died  about  20  minutes 
later  in  a  pool  of  blood  on  the 
front  doorstep  of  his  Lakatnik 
Street  home. 

Parliament  appealed  for 
calm,  saying  the  elections 
would  take  place  as  planned, 
and  armed  police  shut  main 
roads  linking  the  Bulgarian 
capital  with  frontier  check¬ 
points.  witnesses  said. 

Police  removed  the  body  for 
a  forensic  science  examina¬ 
tion,  the  stare  radio  reported, 
adding  that  Aleksandr  Avde- 
yev,  Russia’s  Ambassador  to 
Sofia,  had  visited  the  scene 
and  talked  to  investigators. 

Dim/ter  Vladimirov,  tite 
National  Security  Service 
chief,  told  journalists  that  Mr 
Lukanov  had  been  under  his 
unit’s  protection  from  Febru¬ 
ary  until  April  after  he  was 
threatened.  The  protection 
ended  after  an  “investigation 
clarified  the  case",  he  said. 

In  a  joint  resolution  all 


parliamentary  groups  and  in¬ 
dependent  deputies  con¬ 
demned  "categorically"  the 
killing  of  Mr  Lukanov.  a 
deputy  of  the  ruling  Socialist 
Party,  which  is  made  up  of 
former  Communists. 

The  resolution,  read  in  the 
chamber  by  Blagovest 
Sendov,  the  Speaker,  said: 
“We  appeal  to  all  Bulgarian 
citizens  to  keep  calm  and 
together  with  us  guarantee  the 
constitutional  order.  We  will 
not  allow  this  terrorist  act  to 
lead  to  declaring  a  state  of 
emergency  in  Bulgaria." 

Mr  Sendov  called  a  day  of 
mourning  for  tomorrow. 

Mr  Lukanov.  an  economist, 
was  a  leader  of  the  Gorb¬ 
achev-oriented  reform  Com¬ 
munists  who  overthrew  Todor 
Zhivkov,  the  party  chief,  in  a 
Politburo  coup  in  November 
1989.  He  became  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  after  winning  the  first  post- 
Communist  elections  m 
February  1990. 

Bom  and  educated  in  Mos¬ 
cow,  where  his  father  was  a 
senior  Bulgarian  official,  he 
was  a  warm,  intelligent,  cul¬ 
tured  man  who  spoke  several 
languages.  Widely  seen  in 
Sofia  as  Russia’s  man  in  the 
inner  circle  of  the  political 
elite,  he  was  a  close  friend  of 
Viktor  Chernomyrdin,  the 
Russian  Prime  Minister. 

As  yet  no  one  has  claimed 
responsibility  for  the  killing, 
but  it  is  likely  to  be  part  of  the 
increasingly  lethal  mafia  and 
politics  mixture  in  Sofia. 


Lawyer  in 
massacre 
trial  quits 

Sydney:  The  lawyer  represent¬ 
ing  Martin  Bryant,  charged 
with  killing  35  people  in  Port 
Arthur,  Hobart  in  April,  has 
abruptly  resigned  from  the 
case  (Rachel  Bridge  writes). 

The  departure  of  David 
Gunson  came  two  days  after 
Mr  Bryant  pleaded  not  guilty 
to  all  72  charges  against  him. 
including  murder,  attempted 
murder,  wounding  and  arson. 
It  is  believed  Mr  Gunson  quit 
because  Mr  Bryant  did  not 
plead  as  advised.  A  second 
lawyer,  John  Avery,  is  consid¬ 
ering  taking  over  the  defence 
in  the  trial  which  is  to  resume 
on  November  19. 

Kruger  Park  hit 
by  bushfire 

Johannesburg:  A  quarter  of 
South  Africa’s  Kruger  Nat¬ 
ional  Park  —  more  than  12 
million  acres  —  has  been 
devastated  by  the  worst  bush- 
fire  in  the  game  reserve  for  40 
years  (Inigo  Gilmore  writes). 
Officials  said  animals  had 
died  but  tourists  had  not  been 
in  danger.  Several  fires, 
started  by  lightning  strikes 
last  week,  were  brought  under 
control  but  flared  up  and  ran 
out  of  control. 

Suu  Kyi  says 
800  detained 

Rangoon:  Aung  San  Suu  Kyi, 
the  Burmese  opposition  lead¬ 
er.  defied  government  at¬ 
tempts  to  gag  her.  slipping 
past  police  barricades  barring 
access  to  her  home  and  telling 
reporters  that  up  to  800  de¬ 
mocracy  activists  had  been 
arrested.  The  ruling  State  Law 
and  Order  Restoration  Coun¬ 
cil  earlier  admitted  that  it  had 
detained  559  people  in  the  past 
week.  (Reuter) 

Six  die  in  Genoa 
tanker  blaze 

Rome:  Sue  workers  were 
killed  and  three  others  were 
injured  when  fire  swept 
through  a  giant  new  Italian 
methane  gas  tanker  off  the 
port  of  Genoa  in  northern 
Italy.  Helicopters  and 
launches  ferried  firemen  to  the 
blaring  tanker  but  it  was 
several  hours  before  the  fire 
was  brought  under  control. 
There  were  188  people  on  the 
ship  at  the  time.  (AFP) 

Pair  jailed  for 
tapping  phone 

New  York:  Spanish  photogra-  | 
pher  Carlos  H.  Arriazu  San-  1 
chez.  24,  and  Carlos  Fernan¬ 
dez.  42,  a  private  detective 
from  Miami,  were  sentenced 
to  six  months'  jail  for  tapping 
the  telephone  of  Giselle  "Gigi"  j 
Howard,  an  ex-model  linked 
romantically  to  Prince  Felipe, 
heir  to  Spam’s  throne.  (AP) 

Cashing  in  on 
making  waves 

Taipei:  A  Taiwanese  travel 
agency  hopes  to  make  the 
most  of  a  territorial  dispute 
embroiling  Taipei.  Tokyo  and 
Peking  by  offering  a  luxury 
cruise  to  the  group  of  deserted 
islands,  known  to  Chinese  as 
the  Diaoyus.  in  file  East  China 
Sea,  the  United  Evening  News 
reported.  (Reuter) 

Inkling  of  wrong 

Munich:  Bavarian  regional 
police  arrested  an  electrician 
and  a  mechanic  who  are 
suspected  of  secretly  making 
and  hying  to  sell  022  calibre 
firearms  that  were  disguised 
as  ballpoint  pens.  (AFP) 
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Bond  Street 
is  finally 
complete. 


The  new  Aigner  Shop 


on  Bond  Street  is  now 


open  -  with  an  exclusive 


range  of  leathergoods, 
accessories  and  ladies'  fashion 
We  look  forward  to 
welcoming  you  to  our 


new  shop. 


Aigner  Shop, 

119  New  Bond  Street, 
London  W1 
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18  BODY  AND  MIND 


SIH 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  OCTOBER  3  1996 


Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford  on  an 
important  new  report  into 
chronic  fatigue  syndrome;  the 
tragic  inevitability  of  the 
Allwood  story;  the  danger  of  a 
‘hidden’  aortic  aneurism;  how 
to  help  old  people  in  the  cold 
of  the  Highlands;  a  new  drug  to 
lower  blood  pressure 


□ES  JENSON 


The  truth 


at  last 


about  M  E 


Waiting  in  the 
council  chamber 
of  the  Royal  Coll¬ 
ege  of  Physicians 
for  the  verdict  on  myalgic 
encephalomyelitis  (ME),  more 
accurately  known  as  chronic 
fatigue  syndrome  (CFS).  was 
as  nerve-racking  as  being  in 
court  when  the  juiy  is  out  and 
one  of  my  patients  is  on  trial. 

On  this  occasion,  the  sus¬ 
pense  was  even  greater 
because  I  felt  that  ir  was  as  if 
the  great  and  good  of  the 
colleges  of  physicians,  psychi¬ 
atrists  and  general  practitio¬ 
ners  were  the  jury  and  I.  after 
my  confrontation  with  the  ME 
Association  on  the  Esther 
Rantzen  programme,  was  in 
the  dock. 

Doctors  always  worry  about 
peer  review  and  I  couldn't 
have  felt  more  apprehensive 
than  1  did  as  I  drank  my 
morning,  coffee.  In  fact,  the 
inquiry  had  been  set  up  in 
response  to  a  request  from  the 
Chief  Medical  Officer,  and  not 
as  a  result  of  any  controversy 
stimulated  by  the  media. 

The  Royal  Colleges' authori¬ 
tative  view,  reached  after  an 
exhaustive  inquiry,  aims  to 
dispel  popular  myths  which 
have  built  up  around  CFS. 
Fortunately,  their  report 
seems  to  support  the  opinions 
I  had  expressed  in  the  less 
detached  environment  of  the 
television  studio  during  Ms 
Rantzen 's  show. 

My  opinion,  the  result  of 
many  years  of  medical  prac¬ 
tice,  much  of  it  with  young 


adults,  is  shared  by  75  per  cent 
of  British  doctors,  according  to 
an  independent  poll  commis¬ 
sioned  by  the  BBC. 

The  question  which  has 
been  intriguing  doctors,  since 
it  has  been  known  that  the 
commission  was  inquiring 
into  CFS.  was  whether  the 
Royal  Colleges  research  would 
support  the  ME  Association  in 
its  belief  that  there  is  a  specific 
organic  cause  for  the  persis¬ 
tent  troubles  which  afflict  its 
members.  There  has  been  a 
continuing  belief  that  perhaps 
it  was  only  the  intransigence  of 
traditional  doctors  which 
stopped  the  responsible  path¬ 
ological  process  from  bring 
found  and  treated. 

Or  would  tite  Royal  Colleges 
favour  the  view  that  CFS  is  not 
a  specific  disease  with  demon¬ 
strable  pathological  signs,  but 
is  more  a  collection  of  symp¬ 
toms  in  which  abnormal  fa¬ 
tigue  is  predominant?  The 
report  is  well  balanced,  un¬ 
emotional  and  does  not  try  to 
give  the  definitive  answer  as  to 
whether  the  basis  of  CFS  is 
psychiatric  or  physical,  but 
rather  tries  to  give  priority  to 
the  plight  of  the  patients  who 
suffer  from  it  and  looks  for  an 
agreed  way  to  treat  them. 

Whatever  the  persistent  un¬ 
derlying  disease  process,  it  is 
agreed  that  a  wide  variety  of 
situations,  ranging  from  glan¬ 
dular  fever  to  anxiety  and 
other  manifestations  of  stress, 
can  trigger  an  attack.  The 
Royal  Colleges'  research  has 
shown  that  half  of  the  patients 


with  CFS  show  signs  of  affec¬ 
tive  disorder  (depression)  and 
another  quarter  of  other  psy¬ 
chiatric  diseases. 

In  other  patients  the  obvious 
psychiatric  link  is  absent  but 
the  report  does  not  take  into 
account  family  history.  De¬ 
pression  and  anxiety  represent 
the  strongest  risk  factors  so  far 
identified  for  the  likelihood  of 
developing  CFS. 

The  report  suggests  that 
these  statistics  are  relevant, 
cannot  be  ignored  and  cannot 
be  taken  into  account  as  over 
20  well  conducted  studies  into 
CFS  have  produced  very  con¬ 
sistent  results. 


The  Royal  Colleges’  re¬ 
port  emphasises  tire 
impact  of  insomnia, 
from  which  many  pa¬ 
tients  with  CFS  suffer.  It  is 
possible  that  this  insomnia, 
together  with  the  lifestyle 
which  patients  with  CFS  lead, 
could  cause  the  physical 
changes  which  have  been  re¬ 
corded  in  these  patients,  albeit 
that  there  is  inconsistent  and 
conflicting  evidence  about 
these  results. 

The  Royal  Colleges  reject 
the  term  ME  as  being  inaccu¬ 
rate  and  misleading.  As  far  as 
treatment  is  concerned,  the 
report  places  particular  em¬ 
phasis  on  tiie  need  for  the 
doctor  to  accept  his  patient's 
distress,  but  they  are  con¬ 
cerned  that  many  of  the  treat¬ 
ments  which  have  been  so 
fiercely  advocated  are  unprov¬ 
en.  arid  may  even  be  danger- 


A  balloon  that 
can  become  a 
time-bomb 


Alan  BerrivaL  Professor 
of  Clinical  Bacteriology 
at  the  University  of 
Liverpool,  was  his  usual  ebul¬ 
lient  self  at  the  annual  dinner 
of  the  Brasenose  Society  in 
Oxford  last  weekend. 

If  his  wife  had  not  pmd 
attention  to  Professor  Pera- 
val’s  health,  the  story  might 
have  been  very  different  Alan 
Percaval  was  troubled  last  year 
with  a  slightly  raised  blood 
sugar,  but  any  signs  of  diabe¬ 
tes  were  soon  dispelled  by 
dieting.  Even  so,  Mrs  Bercival 
suggested  that  the  time  had 
come  when  her  husband 
should  have  a  general  medical 
examination. 

Professor  ftraval  had  no 
symptoms  of  any  ____ 
sort  and  felt  well, 
but  in  order  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  marital 
harmony  agreed  to 
a  health  check. 

Professor  Perri- 
val  had  never  ex¬ 
amined  his  own 
abdomen  with  any 
great  care,  so  he 
was  surprised 
when  a  routine  ul¬ 
trasound  of  it 
showed  that  his 
aorta,  the  main  ar- 


Theriskof 
rupture 
was  more 
than  the 
risk  of 
surgery 


tery  leading  from  the  heart, 
had  an  aneurism. 

An  aneurism  is  a  ballooning 
out  of  the  arterial  wall  and. 
like  any  balloon  if  it  becomes 
over-distended,  can  burst  If 
this  is  the  case  in  an  aortic 
aneurism  h  may  well  produce 
a  painful  and  dramatic  death. 
Alan  Pci-rival's  aneurism  was 
5cm  in  diameter  —  the  girth  at 
which  the  risk  of  rupture 
becomes  greater  than  the  risk 
of  surgery. 

As  soon  as  the  diagnosis  had 
been  made,  bathtime  was  not 
the  same  for  the  professor  for 
as  he  lay  soaking  in  the  water 
he  became  conscious  of.  and 
could  fed.  the  pulsating  swell¬ 
ing  in  his  abdomen  which  beat 
in  time  to  his  heart  Professor 
Perrival  felt  as  if  he  was  living 
with  an  unexploded  bomb 
buried  within  him. 


Professor  Perrival  is  one  of 
the  country’s  greatest  experts 
on  antibiotic-resistant  hospital 
infections,  but  even  the  risk  of 
bring  infected  with  one  of  the 
organisms  he  has  spent  a 
lifetime  studying  did  not  dis¬ 
courage  him  from  seeking 
immediate  surgery. 

All  wait  well,  the  professor 
had  an  uneventful  operation 
and  now  has  a  piece  of 
artificial  aorta  grafted  into  his 
natural  one.  He  is  again 
playing  golf  and  working  hard 
at  reducing  his  handicap  to  15. 
After  surgery  a  patient  can 
look  forward  to  a  life  expectan¬ 
cy  very  little  different  from 
other  people  of  his  age  group. 

Screening  for  aortic  aneu¬ 
risms  is  recom¬ 
mended  in  middle 
age  for  those 
people  who  have 
dose  relatives  who 
have  suffered  from 
an  aneurism,  in 
those  who  have 
high  hlood  pres¬ 
sure,  in  diabetic  pa¬ 
tients  and  in  people 
who  have  had  an 

amputation. 

Doctors’  opin¬ 
ions  differ  as  to  the 
optimum  age  at 


which  an  ultrasound  should 
be  ordered,  but  only  this 
month  a  50-year-old  patient  of 
mine  whose  father  had  an 
aneurism,  and  who  is  symp¬ 
tom-free,  was  shown  to  have 
one. 

Recently  there  has  been  a 
report  of  a  large  Finnish 
survey  which  has  demonstrat¬ 
ed  the  importance  of  also 
ultrasound ing  the  abdomens 
of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of 
patients  with  aneurisms. 

In  the  Finnish  study,  report¬ 
ed  in  the  European  Journal  of 
Surgery,  the  siblings  of  200 
patients  with  symptom-free 
aortic  aneurisms  were  exam¬ 
ined.  Thirteen  of  the  siblings, 
ten  men  and  three  women, 
also  had  unsuspected  aneu¬ 
risms  which  will  now  either 
need  careful  supervision  or 
immediate  surgery. 


Esther  Rantzen  hosted  the  meeting  between  the  ME  Association  and  Dr  Stuttaford 


ous.  Neither  complementary 
therapy,  nor  dietary  interven¬ 
tions.  have  been  shown  to  be 
effective,  and  the  often  recom¬ 
mended  bed  rest  is  likely  to 
make  the  patient  worse. 

The  recommended  treat¬ 
ment  for  CFS  is  either  graded 


exercise,  with  the  patient  do¬ 
ing  more  as  time  passes,  or 
cognitive  behaviour  therapy. 
It  is  also  suggested  that  a  trial 
of  an  anti-depressant,  even  in 
the  absence  of  depressant 
symptoms,  oould  be  justified. 
In  practice,  many  doctors  al¬ 


ready  prescribe  an  anti-de¬ 
pressant  with  sedative  powers 
which  cures  the  patient’s  in¬ 
somnia.  but  whether  any  im¬ 
provement  in  the  CFS  steins 
from  a  good  nights  sleep,  or 
the  anti-depressive  action,  is 
uncertain. 
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The  only  way  to  make  die  right  school  decision  is  to  have 
the  best  information. 

At  the  Independent  Schools  Show  you  can  meet 
hundreds  of  Day.  Boarding,  Nursery,  Prep  and  Senior 
Schools  from  all  over  the  UK. 

Enjoy  free  informative  seminars,  free  financial  advice 
and  better  still,  free  admission. 

Make  no  mistake. 

It’s  the  best  way  to  choose  the  right  school. 
Opening  Boors 

4tfa  Oct  1.00pm  -  6.00pm  5th  Oct  10.00am  -  &00pm 
tith  Oct  IQJraam  -  540pm 


For  further  information  please  telephone  0171  571  6603 
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INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOLS '96 


Visit  The  Independent  Schools  Exhibition  ’96 
It’s  an  education. 


A  tragedy  that 
was  inevitable 


Mandy  Allwood  has 
lost  all  her  right 
babies.  Once  she 
and  her  partner  rejected  the 
medical  advice  to  have  foetal 
reduction,  this  tragically  be¬ 
came  inevitable.  But  what  has 
beat  surprising  has  been  the 
accuracy  of  the  predictions 
made  by  obstetricians  about 
tiie  time  that  the  pregnancy 
would  end. 

One  expert  suggested  to  me 
that  Mandy  would  go  into 
labour,  just  as  she  has  done,  at 
about  the  20th  week.  The 
blood  supply  to  the  uterus  is 
capable  of  supporting  the  ex¬ 
panding  uterus  and  its  con¬ 
tents  only  up  to  a  certain  size. 
If  this  is  exceeded.  labour,  and, 
or.  foetal  death  is  to  be 
expected. 

As  photographs  have 
shown,  Mandy’s  abdomen 
was  already  largo*  than  that  of 
a  woman  who  is  having  a 
single  baby  at  term. 

Multiple  pregnancies  in¬ 
crease  all  the  risks  of  compli¬ 
cations  in  a  pregnancy  and 
delivery,  and  in  consequence 
an  over-distended  uterus  is 
more  likely  to  bleed  after 
delivery. 

In  Mandy's  case,  there  is 
also  an  increased  chance  of  the 
uterus  and  its  contents  becom¬ 
ing  infected  as  she  has  suf¬ 
fered  a  prolonged  labour — the 
if  the  eight 


first  of  the  right  babies  was 


delivered  nearly  48  hours  ago 
and  since  then  the  uterus  has 
been  very  vulnerable  to  infec¬ 
tion. 

This  vulnerability  is  in¬ 
creased  by  the  amount  of 
medical  interference  which  is 
always  necessary  in  compli¬ 
cated  cases.  Care  will  now 
have  to  be  taken  to  avoid  a 
deep-vein  thrombosis  and 
with  it  the  possibility  of  a 
pulmonary  embolus. 

Although  Mandy  has  mis¬ 
carried  comparatively  early  in 
her  pregnancy,  she  will  have 
exactly  the  same  troubles 
caused  by  breast  engorgement 
and  lactation  as  she  would 
have  had  if  she  had  been 
delivered  at  the  normal  time. 

Most  women  who  have  still 
births  suffer  the  normal  grief 
response  of  a  bereavement 
This  will  be  heightened  by  the 
hormonal  changes  which  fol¬ 
low  any  pregnancy,  but  it  is 
naturally  greater  in  multiple 
pregnancies. 

At  once  stage  of  the  grief 
response  it  is  usual  Tor  the 
sufferer  to  blame  either  them¬ 
selves,  their  families  or  their 
doctors.  As  Mandy  disregard¬ 
ed  medical  advice,  her  sense  of 
loss,  guilt  and  anger  may  be 
particularly  acute,  and  she 
will  need  all  the  support  she 
can  get  from  her  partner, 
family,  friends  and  the  medi¬ 
cal  services. 


Helping 
the  aged 
in  the  far 
North 


SECTION  2 


Artist  Peter  Blake 
plays  with  the 
Old  Masters 
Arts,  pages  35  to  37 


Easier  way  to  ease  pressure 


More  than  the  patients  who  are  known  to  have  a  high 
blood  pressure  are  inadequately  treated,  and 
therefore  quite  unnecessarily  running  an  increased 
risk  of  suffering  either  a  stroke,  heart  attack  or  kidney 
disease.  Often  an  apparent  lade  of  care  is  not  tite  fault  of  tiie 
doctor,  but  is  the  patient’s  response  to  the  unpleasant  side- 
effects  of  the  present  drugs  used  in  treatmenL 
Recently  COzaar  (losartan).  a  new  drug  to  lower  blood 
pressure,  has  been  introduced  by  the  pharmaceutical  firm 
MSD.  It  is  claimed  that  research  has  shown  that  the  side- 
effects  experienced  by  patients  taking  Cozaar  are  no  more 
numerous  than  those  reported  by  the  people  given  a  placebo. 

Despite  its  apparent  innocuousness.  Cozaar  is  as  effective 
as  existing  drugs.  The  only  complications  noticed  by  patients 
taking  Cozaar  are  that  very  occasionally  they  cause  dizziness, 
and.  even  more  rarely,  a  rash. 

The  manufacturers  warn  that  care  is  needed  if  Cozaar  is 
prescribed  for  patients  with  liver  or  kidney  disease.  The 
tablets  are  taken  once  a  day. 


Dunrobm  Castle  is  the 
most  northerly  of 
Scotland’s  great  cas¬ 
tles  and  it  has  been  the  home 
of  the  Earls  of  Sutherland 
since  1235. 

This  weekend  Lord 
Strathnavcr.  the  present  in¬ 
cumbent,  is  allowing  the  cas¬ 
tle  to  be  the  venue  for  a 
conference  on  the  medical 
aspects  of  life  for  older  pa¬ 
tients  in  the  Highlands. 

The  conference,  organised 
by  Help  the  Aged  and  the 
North  of  Scotland  Institute  of 
Postgraduate  Medicine,  wfil 
concentrate  on  the  difficulties 
older  people  experience  when 
living  in  villages  or  houses 
whose  very  isolation,  coupled 
with  the  sometimes  harsh 
Scottish  weather,  makes  regu¬ 
lar  contact  with  their  family 
doctors  difficult 
Among  the  subjects  which 
delegates  to  the  conference 
wfll  discuss  is  hypothermia  — 
particularly  in  relation  to  nu¬ 
trition  in  the  older  person. 

Very  often  the  diet  of  elderly 
people  is  not  as  good  as  it 
should  be  and  experience  and 
research  have  shown  that 
being  adequately  nourished  is 
an  important  factor  if  hypo¬ 
thermia  is  to  be  avoided. 


OVAL 


If  you  are  unhappy  or  self  conscious 
with  your  figure  and  if  diet  and  exercise  have 
failed  to  get  you  into  shape,  perhaps  you 
should  considerliposuction/liposculpture. 

Performed  normally  as  a  day  case  by  our 
experienced  FRCS  surgeons,  we  can 
effectively  remove  stubborn  fat  from  die 
stomach,  bottom,  thighs,  knees,  ankles,  arms, 
chin  and  male  chest. 

It  is  a  reliable  treatment  that  offers 
permanent  results  in  the  areas  treated. 
(Over  one  million  patients  treated 
worldwide). 

For  a  confidential  consultation  with  one 
our  experienced  nurses,  without  charge, 
contact  us  now. 


CHUB!  PROCEDURES  INCLUDE  BREAST,  NOSE.  FACE  AND 
EAR  RE-SHAPNG,  EYEUD  SURGERY,  VARICOSE  AND  THREAD 
VBN  REMOVAL.  IASBI  TREATMENTS  FOR  THE  REMOVAL  Of 
LINES.  WRINKLES  OR  SNORING  PROBLEMS  ALSO 
SPECIALISED  SKIN  CARE  RANGE. 


1  H  A RLEY  M E  D I C  L  G R O U 


6  Harley  Street,  London  W 1 N  IAA. 
LONDON:  017  1  6  3  1  5  494 

BIRMINGHAM:  0121  440  6622 
BRIGHTON:  0  1  273  3  24061 
MANCHESTER:  0161  839  2527 


With  6.2  hiiiion  Live  bacteria ,  hci-i  does  Yakuli  taste? 
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The  nature  of  Yakult  is  that  you  drink  it  daily  so  ue've  sade  sure  you'll  enjoy  it.  But  -  and  contributes  to  general  good  heaLth.  Yakult  is  available  across  the  South  in 
it's  health  -  not  taste  -  that's  the  issue.  Takult's  special  Live  bacteria,  Lactobacillus  leading  superaarkets  and  aany  local  stores.  To  hear  mo  re,  ring  the  YakuLt  Consuaer 
casei  Shirota,  helps  keep  a  favourable  balance  of  friendly  bacteria  in  the  intestines  Information  Centre  0345  697  069  (local  rate).  Yakult.  A  healthy  start  to  every  day. 
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Juliet 


ideals.  Interview  by  Maiy  Riddell 
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else 
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Mess,  as  Juliei 
Stevenson  says, 
is  something 
you  have  10 
come  to  terms  with.  The  shell 
of  a  half-eaten  baited  potato 
congeals  on  the  table.  An  iced 
lolly  melts  across  Formica. 
“Let's  switch  Pingu  off:  we  can 
watch  him  later."  says  Steven¬ 
son.  extinguishing  the  pen¬ 
guin  cartoon  on  the  video. 

It  is  tunchdmein  Doncaster. 
Around  us.  in  hundreds  of 
council  estate  kitchens, 
women  in  aprons  are  feeding 
mush  to  toddlers.  Stevenson  is 
one  of  those  mothers.  Of 
course,  as  befits  a  star,  certain 
concessions  apply.  Food 
delivered  by  film 
company  person¬ 
nel.  Assistant  di¬ 
rectors  drop  in  at 
her  trailer  to  check 
on  her  welfare,  and 
a  nanny  stands  si¬ 
lently  by  to  take 
delivery  of  Rosa¬ 
lind.  her  two-year- 
old  daughter. 
"Goodbye,  dar¬ 
ling,"  Stevenson 
says,  administer¬ 
ing  a  kiss  as  she  is 
wheeled  away  for 


is 


‘I  was  not 
bom 
patient. 
It*s  not 
one  of  my 
attributes’ 


her  afternoon  walk.  There  are 
two  sons  of  late  motherhood; 
the  Let’s-h  ire-someone-to-do- 
thendirty-wurk  variety  and  the 
overwhelming  passion.  Juliet 
Stevenson  is  in  the  second 
camp. 

The  only  surprise  is  that  she 
seemed  such  a  natural  for  the 
distanced  rule.  Always  a  label 
victim  (Britain's  finest  young 
classical  actress:  the  next 
Vanessa  Redgrave:  a  future 
Dame  Peggy  Ashcroft)  she 
appeared  the  most  ardent  of 
careerists. 

Known  for  her  perfor¬ 
mances  in  the  classical  canon, 
from  Shakespeare  at  the  RSC 
tu  The  Duchess  of  Mnlfi.  she 
went  on  to  widen  her  reper¬ 
toire  and  to  demonstrate  a 
paradox.  Though  she 


scorned  commercial  Holly¬ 
wood,  deciding  —  on  the 
strength  of  reading  for  a 
Schwarzenegger  movie  —  that 
she  would  loathe  it,  she  began 
to  achieve  an  unusual 
alchemy. 

Truly.  Madly  Deeply,  a  low- 
budget  film  "made  "for  TV, 
became  the  biggest  grossing 
cinema  movie  of  1991.  Her 
latest  film.  Stone.  Scissors, 
Paper,  destined  for  an  un¬ 
scheduled  BBC2  Screen  Two 
slot,  may  repeat  the  pattern. 

Written  by  newcomer  Rich¬ 
ard  Cameron,  whose  script 
won  the  first  Dennis  Potter 
film  of  the  year  award,  it  is  the 
story  of  an  unrequited  love 

_  affair  between  a 

lonefy  and  with¬ 
drawn  Doncaster 
housewife  and  a 
married  stonema¬ 
son.  Nothing  much 
happens.  Steven¬ 
son’s  pinny-and- 
slippers  image 
takes  fhtmpery  to 
new  heights. 
“There’s  no  sex.  no 
glamour  and  very 
little  violence,”  re¬ 
ports  the  produc¬ 
tion’s  PR  girl. 


For  several  years  Juliet  Stevenson  has  lived  with  Hugh  Brady,  an  anthropologist  and  writer,  and  her  existence — once  a  whirl  of  amusement — has  been  whittled  down  to  work  and  family 


rare 


slightly  dolefully. 

Such  dismal  omens 
noth  withstanding,  ft-  will 
doubtless  prove  a  mega-hit 
Stevenson  has  the  touch  to 
pick  and  foige  winners.  From 
The  Politician’s  Wife  to  her 
latest  role  in  the  film  of  Emma, 
her  name  is  almost  a  guaran¬ 
tee  of  success. 

There  is  an  irritating  quality 
about  the  flawlessness.  After  a 
morning  of  delays,  I  am 
particularly  suspicious.  Of 
course,  she  is  working  to  a 
constantly  rejuggled  schedule; 
but  still  there  is  something 
disturbing  in  the  deference 
surrounding  her. 

"Juliet  is  needed  for  the  next 
shot  Juliet  is  hungry.  Juliet 
wants  to  have  her  lunch  first. 
No,  she  hasn’t  quite  finished 


her  potato  yet,"  Just  when  1  am 
on  the  point  of  adding  a  “Have 
to  go;  sorry  I  missed  you"  note 
to  Juliet’s  personal  bulletin 
board,  the  trailer  door  opens 
on  a  scene  which  provokes 
instant  sympathy. 

Children's  books.  Greasy 
plates.  Hardly  the  artefacts  of 
stardom,  but  she  wfll  not  be 
separated  from  her  daughter. 
"I  couldn't  do  a  film  if  I  had  to 
leave  her  in  London.  I 
wouldn’t  do  it,  full  stop.  1  won’t 
put  her  in  jeopardy  that  way." 

She  is  39  now  and,  while 
scarcely  matronly,  she  Is  not  — 
never  was  —  the  classic  screen 
goddess.  Her  forehead  is 
lined,  her  mouth  too  wide  for 
dassic  beauty,  but  her  voice,  a 
polished  echo  of  an  army 
background  and  a  spell  at 
Hurst  Lodge  School  (whose 
alumni  include  the  Duchess  of 
York),  is  wonderful. 

For  several  years  now  she 
has  lived  with  Hugh  Brody,  an 
anthropologist  and  writer, 
and  her  existence  —  once  a 
whirl  of  amusement  with  old 
RSC  contemporaries  like  Alan 
Rickman  —  has  bean  whittled 
down  to  work.  Rosalind  and 
Hugh's  sons,  aged  10  and  13. 

“You’re  right  of  course. 
Evoything  has  changed,  but  1 
-miss  it  surprisingly  Tittle.  YVe 


go  to  the  cinema  and  theatre 
hardly  at  all.  We  only  socialise 
with  people  who  come  round.  1 
couldn’t  justify  leaving  Rosa¬ 
lind  to  go  out  and  party. 

T  have  to  wrangle  with 
domesticity  a  bit,  in  terms  of 
dearing  up  mess,  but  1  love  it. 
Some  things  amaze  me.  1  was 
nor  born  patient  It’s  not  one  of 
my  natural  attributes.  With 
children,  you  have  all  the 
repetitive  routines  and  the 
endless  mess. 

“I’m  amazed  that  I  can 
sweep  the  floor  three  times  a 
day  and  not  end  up  killing 
someone,  but  that’s  love,  isn’t 
it?  You  really  discover  what 
love  is  for  —  to  lubricate  the 
system  so  that  you  can  do  all 
that  stuff  and  not  go  crazy.  It’s 


a  revelation."  It  is  also,  al¬ 
though  she  does  not  say  so,  a 
sort  of  displacement 


“  used  really  to  be 

I  obsessive  about  work. 
MR  1  could  never  cut  it  off, 
-A-  and  I  was  up  half  the 
night  worrying  and  doing  the 
retrospective  analysis."  There 
were  also  times  when,  despite 
outward  polish  and  unblem¬ 
ished  reviews,  she  slipped 
beyond  mere  nerves  into  a 
more  dangerous  terror. 

“Real  stage  fright  is  an 
unnatural  mental  state  — aw¬ 
ful  games  going  on  in  your 
mind.  I  had  a  terrible  bout  of  it 
when  I  was  in  Trotius  and 
Cressida.  As  You  Like  Jr  and 
Les  Liaisons  Dangereuses  all 


at  the  same  rime. 

“I  was  overtired,  stressed 
out.  completely  knackered.  I’d 
go  out  there  paralysed  with 
terror,  and  that  creates  more 
terror.  Words  stop  being 
words.  They  turn  into  illumi¬ 
nated  worms,  and  you  can't 
think.  Acting  is  90  per  cent 
thinking,  so  you  can’t  do  it. 
But  1  got  over  it. 

"And  having  a  child  is  a 
great  concentrator.  It  in¬ 
creases  your  concentration, 
rather  than  dissipating  it 
New,  if  I'm  working  in  the 
theatre.  1  can  leave  home  at 
530  and  throw  a  switch." 

She  was  never,  of  course, 
just  an  actress.  A  leading 
Labour  luwie,  she  was  reput¬ 
ed  to  be  a  first-rank  Kinnock 


grandstander  during  the  run¬ 
up  to  the  last  general  election. 
“I  didn't  do  much.  It's  been 
really  exaggerated.”  she  says, 
suddenly  irritated. 

T  did  help  launch  their  film 
policy,  because  it  had  the 
possibility  of  doing  a  great 
regenerative  job  for  the 
industry. 

“There’s  a  lot  of  stuff  in  the 
Labour  Party  that  I  feel  very 
uncomfortable  with.  I’m  not  a 
card-carrying  member,  and 
I’m  absolutely  not  at  their 
disposal. 

“like  most  people,  I  desper¬ 
ately  want  to  ger  this  Govern¬ 
ment  out,  and  that's  what 
we’ve  been  reduced  to.  I’d  feel 
less  ambivaleni  about  Labour 
if  they  were  a  party  really 


behind  proportional  represen¬ 
tation.  As  it  is,  I’ve  never  been 
able  wholeheartedly  to  put 
myself  behind  Labour,  al¬ 
though  1  am  a  socialist.  Noth¬ 
ing  else  makes  any  sense  to 
me.” 

Lunchtime  is  almost  over, 
and  assistant  directors  gather 
at  her  door.  Her  daughter, 
sleeping  now,  is  wheeled  back 
to  the  trailer,  and  Stevenson, 
in  her  crumpled  skirt,  apron 
and  slippers,  is  required  on 
set 

“Dreadfully  dowdy,"  she 
says,  inspecting  her  costume 
critically.  But  rather  appropri¬ 
ate.  Unlikely  as  she  is  to  be 
typecast,  the  tag  of  housewife 
superstar  has  a  certain 
resonance. 
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PLUS:  JUST  WILLIAM  ON 
TAPE  FOR  JUST  £1-98 


An  exclusive  offer  to  buy  audio 
cassette  packs  of  the  BBC  Radio 
Collection,  including  Just  William, 
which  normally  cost  up  to  £8.99. 
Full  details  in 
The  Culture,  on  Sunday 
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Is  this  the 

closing  of 
our  minds? 


Magnus  Linklater  on  the  idea  of 
a  university,  and  its  grim  reality 
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Location,  location,  loca¬ 
tion.  said  Conrad  Hilton 
—  that  was  the  secret  of 
a  successful  hotel.  Education, 
education,  education,  said 
Tony  Blair  in  Blackpool,  that 
was  the  key  to  a  successful 
Labour  programme.  There  is 
perhaps  wily  one  minor  differ¬ 
ence.  Whereas  Mr  Hilton  was 
investing  in  a  hugely  profit¬ 
able  business,  Mr  Blair  faces 
die  prospect  of  pouring  money 
into  a  dark  and  apparently 
bottomless  hole. 

More  than  half  of  Britain's 
universities,  we  are  told,  will 
be  in  debt  by  the  year  2000. 
Nearly  80  of  them  are  forecast 
to  be  running  at  a  loss  within 
the  next  four  years,  unable  to 
invest  in  development  or  re¬ 
search  and  so  attract  top- 
calibre  staff.  They  blame  gov¬ 
ernment  cutbacks  and  fund¬ 
ing  changes  in  last  Novem¬ 
ber’s  Budget,  and  daim  they 
will  have  to  start  looking 
for  redundancies  and  introdu¬ 
cing  tuition  charges  to  get  by. 
At  the  same  time  the  numbers 
of  those  in  higher  education 
are  still  rising.  New  universi¬ 
ties  scramble  to  keep  their 
totals  up  (at  what  cost  to 
standards?)  while  undergrad¬ 
uates.  strapped  for  cash,  dis¬ 
cover  that  they  simply  cannot 
afford  to  stay  the  full  course 
(last  year,  Aberdeen 
lost  almost  half  its 
intake  of  engineer¬ 
ing  students).  Are 
we  seeing  the  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  Kingsley 
Amis’s  bleak  warn¬ 
ing.  “More  will 
mean  worse"? 

ft  is  a  prospect 
that  Sir  Ron  Dear- 
ing  and  his  commit- 


In  the  end, 
proper 
teaching 
always 
costs  money 


tee  on  higher  education  are 
attempting  to  avert  Can  Mr 
Blair,  despite  his  promises, 
reverse  the  trend?  No  one 
seriously  believes  that  Lab¬ 
our  is  going  to  loosen  the 
Treasury  purse-strings  —  you 
only  needed  to  hear  Gor¬ 
don  Brown's  stem  warning 
on  Monday  that  there  would 
be  “no  quick  fixes,  no 
easy  options,  no  magic- 
wand  solutions"  to  know 
that 

There  will  doubtless  be  talk 
of  new  approaches  to  student 
loans,  more  emphasis  on  pri¬ 
vate  funding,  closer  relations 
with  industry:  the  Gearing 
committee  is  said  to  be  looking 
at  limiting  free  university  edu¬ 
cation  to  just  two  years  and 
charging  those  who  want  to  go 
on.  But  to  judge  from  Labour’s 
enthusiasm  for  information 
technology,  the  approach  we 
are  likely  to  hear  a  great  deal 
more  about  involves  a  whole 
new  approach  to  learning.  The 
video  revolution,  interactive 
programmes,  “distance  learn¬ 
ing".  those  buzz  words  of  the 
new  age  offer  a  tempting 
alternative  to  some  of  the 
stuffier  traditions  of  higher 
education.  They  may  bring  a 
chili  to  the  hearts  of  those  of  us 
who  emerged  from  the  gentle 
chaos  we  remember  as  univer¬ 
sity,  but  they  are  here  to  stay. 

A  model  for  the  college 
of  the  future  was  unveiled 
this  week  with  the  announce¬ 
ment  that  a  new  University 
of  the  Highlands  and  Islands 
is  to  be  part-funded  by  the  Mil¬ 
lennium  Commission.  It  wifi 
have  no  central  campus,  but 
will  link  ten  locations  as  far 
apart  as  Shetland  and  the 
island  of  Lewis,  which  will 
communicate  via  computers. 


Students  will  tap  into  courses 
using  digital  telecommunica¬ 
tions  for  videoconferencing. 

There  will  be  no  lectures  as 
some  of  us  fondly  remember 
them,  no  cosy  tutorials,  no 
stern  warnings  from  directors 
of  studies.  In  the  new  tele-era. 
students  will  be  expected  to 
maintain  their  own  rate  of  pro¬ 
gress,  and  of  course  there  wall 
be  fewer  distractions.  It  is 
hard,  for  instance,  to  imagine 
a  computer  pulling  up  a  lazy 
student  as  Roy  Haired  did  the 
young  Randolph  Churchill  in 
1930:  “I  hope  you  will  arise 
from  your  slumbers  and  take 
the  final  schools  seriously . . ." 
(a  remark  recalled  in  Winston 
Churchill's  new  biography  of 
his  father). 

There  is  no  doubt  that  in  a 
geographically  remote  area 
such  as  the  North  of  Scotland, 
this  approach  serves  a  need.  It 
echoes  what  Tony  Blair’s  fa¬ 
vourite  philosopher.  John 
Macmurray,  once  wrote  was 
the  central  idea  of  a  university: 
“. . .  to  be  the  cultural  authority 
of  the  region  that  it  serves-  In 
virtue  of  this  it  can  and  should 
hold  together  every  aspect  of 
human  culture,  in  its  widest 
sense,  in  a  unity."  Neverthe¬ 
less,  there  is  a  hole  at  the  heart 
of  it 

I  suspect  that  not  even 
_  Macmurray  imag¬ 
ined  that  the  needs 
of  the  community 
or  the  student  could 
be  met  in  front  of  a 
computer  screen. 
What  most  modem 
employers  want  — 
and  daim  is  hard 
to  find  —  is  the 
well-rounded  and 
capable  graduate 


whose  skills  lie  as  much  in  the 
way  he  deals  with  other  people 
as  in  his  IQ.  Personnel  manag¬ 
ers  interviewing  job  candi¬ 
dates  on  university  campuses 
often  complain  that  although 
graduates  may  come  equipped 
with  impressive  degrees,  they 
lade  necessary  qualities  of 
judgment,  leadership,  bal¬ 
ance.  self-motivation  —  what 
the  American  writer  Daniel 
Goleman  characterises  as 
“emotional  intelligence". 


I 


spoke  to  one  university 
chancellor  whose  estab¬ 
lishment  has  dose  links  to 
industry,  runs  at  a  healthy 
profit,  and  leads  the  field  in 
information  technology. 
Nonetheless,  he  said,  his 
watchword  these  days  is 
“learning  through  life".  He 
argues  that  the  “battery  hen” 
system  of  higher  education 
produces  large  numbers  of 
highly  qualified  graduates 
who  are  quite  incapable  of 
dealing  until  the  outside 
world.  He  believes  passionate¬ 
ly  in  the  advantages  of  new 
technology,  but  says  that  it  can 
supply  only  20  per  cent  of  a 
student’s  needs.  The  other  80 
per  cent,  in  his  view,  has  to 
come  from  human  support 
He  quotes  Norbert  Wiener  of 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  who  wrote:  “The 
proper  use  of  technology  is  to 
enable  the  human  use  of 
human  beings." 

And  in  the  end  computer 
learning  simply  cannot  fill  the 
gap  unless  it  is  backed  by  the 
proper  people.  And  when  that 
happens,  it  costs  just  as  much 
as  traditional  methods.  Edu¬ 
cation.  however  delivered, 
does  not  come  cheap.  Even  if 
you  utter  the  word  three  times. 


1  SEE  NO  SLEAZE,  MY  DEAREST  HAMILTON  . 


// 


The  week  the  Tories  lost 


It  does  not  seem  to  do  people 
much  good  to  get  close  to 
Mohamed  Al  Fayed.  It  did  not 
do  Tiny  Rowland  any  good  at 
all;  he  thinks  that  Mr  Al  Fayed 
pinched  Harrods  off  him.  If  Tiny 
Rowland’s  classic  pamphlet  A  Hero 
from  Zero  is  to  be  believed,  it  did 
not  do  Papa  Doc  Duvalier  or  Adrian 
Khashoggi  much  good  either.  TTie 
Sultan  of  Brunei  has  few  complaints, 
but  is  perhaps  too  rich  to  need 
to  complain. 

The  Al  Fayed  friendship,  if  it  can  be 
called  that,  may  have  led  Peter 
Preston,  the  previous  Editor  of  The 
Guardian,  m  approve  the  notorious 
fake  fax  to  the  Paris  Rjtz;  that 
misjudgment  may  even  have  contrib¬ 
uted  to  his  now  being  an  ex-editor. 
It  need  scarcely  be  said  that  the 
Al  Fayed  connection  has  done  no 
good  to  Neil  Hamilton  or  Ian  Greer. 
They  were  his  allies;  see  how  he  has 
treated  them. 

What  is  odd  about  Mr  Al  Fayed  is 
that  he  is  not  only  bad  news  for  his 
associates;  he  also  has  the  knack  of 
being  bad  news  for  himself.  He  has, 
for  some  reason,  the  desire  to  be  a 
member  of  the  British  Establish¬ 
ment.  His  view  seems  to  have  been 
established  when  the  British  Empire 
was  still  a  world  symbol  of  prestige. 
He  behaves  as  though  Lord  Cromer 
was  still  the  Sirdar  in  Cairo.  It  is 
all  rather  touching.  Mohamed  Al 
Fayed  has  bought  Harrods.  going 
through  heaven  knows  what  contor¬ 
tions  to  do  so.  He  has  served 
countless  glasses  of  good  champagne 
to  the  aimiable  freeloaders  of  Bri¬ 
tish  cafe  society;  he  has  even  re¬ 
surrected  Punch,  and  the  British 
were  beginning  to  take  him  to  their 
hearts.  One  could  hear  people  say¬ 
ing  how  much  he  had  done  for  Bri¬ 
tain,  what  an  amusing  chap  he  was, 
how  unreasonable  it  was  to  refuse 
him  citizenship,  and  so  on.  Whoever 
was  advising  him  on  public  rela¬ 
tions,  and  he  did  a  lot  of  it  for 
himself,  was  doing  an  excellent  job.  A 
Labour  government  might  well  have 
given  him  the  citizenship  he  coveted. 
He  was  about  to  become  respectable. 

Now  that  glittering  prospect  has 
all  vanished.  Ttny  Rowland  used  to 
write  very  unpleasant  things  about 
him.  but  now  he  has  given  evidence 
to  worse  things  about  himself.  It  is 
his  evidence,  supported  by  three 
members  of  his  staff,  that  he  used 
personally  to  sniff  envelopes  with  £50 
notes  to  tribe  Neil  Hamilton  to  lobby 
for  him  in  Parliament.  Mr  Hamilton 
denies  the  allegation,  but  Al  Fayed 


Nobody  comes  out  of  the  Hamilton 
affair  well,  but  Major  loses  most 


insists  that  it  was  so.  I  am  not  well 
versed  in  the  law  of  bribery,  and 
gather  it  is  not  a  criminal  offence  to 
stuff  a  Member  of  Parliament's  purse 
with  paper  money.  Yet  it  probably 
does  constitute  a  contempt  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  If  Mr  Al  Fayed  is  telling  the 
truth,  which  may  or  may  not  be  the 
case,  he  should  be  called  to  the  Bar  of 
the  House  and  given  a  good  wigging 
by  Speaker  Boothroyd.  No  Labour 
Home  Secretary  will  have  the  effron¬ 
tery  to  make  him  a  British  arizen 
now.  It  is  all  very  sad  —  thousands  of 
bottles  of  Harrods  champagne  have 
all  been  wasted,  not  to  mention  a  few 
weekends  at  the 
Ritz  in  Paris. 

Neil  Hamilton 
and  Ian  Greer  are 
also  looking  pretty 
silly,  leaving  aside 
the  question  of  the 
ethics  of  what  they 
have  been  doing. 

From  what  we  now 


know,  their  chances  of  winning  the 
libel  action  against  The  Guardian 
can  never  have  been  very  good.  If  the 
case  had  been  heard,  die  combined 
costs  would  have  come  to  £1  million 
or  so,  which  they  would  have  had  to 
pay  if  they  lost  The  damages  were, 
at  best,  unlikely  to  be  very  large. 
The  Guardian,  with  new  evidence 
coming  in  on  every  tide,  was  never 
likely  to  settle.  NeO  Hamilton  must 
have  remembered  that  he  had  been 
economical  with  the  truth  when 
speaking  to  Michael  Heseltine.  Until 
this  week,  few  people  remembered 
what  The  Guardian  alleged  in  1994. 
They  remember  now.  Apart  from  the 
costs.  Neil  and  Ian  have  exploded 
their  own  reputations  by  going  to  the 
doors  of  the  court  and  then  dropping 
their  action. 

Yet  the  oddest  behaviour  of  all 
may  be  John  Major's.  Without  his 
or  the  whips’  help,  the  case  could 
never  have  reached  this  calamitous 
stage.  Under  the  existing  law.  con¬ 
stitutional  requirements  prevented 
The  Guardian  from  using  matters 
under  parliamentary  privilege  as 
part  of  their  defence  in  the  action. 
Neil  Hamilton  could  not  waive  this 
privilege,  even  though  he  wished  to 
do  so.  The  courts  had  therefore 
refused  to  adjudicate  on  the  case.  It 
was  the  Government  that  made  it 


possible,  by  encouraging  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  law.  I  went  to  the  House 
of  Lords  on  May  7  this  year  to  listen 
to  the  debate  on  the  committee  stage 
of  the  Defamation  BUI.  One  of  the  law 
lords.  Lord  Hoffmann,  moved  an 
amendment  to  allow  individual 
Members  to  waive  parliamentary 
privilege,  an  amendment  openly 
designed  to  let  Neil  Hamilton  pro¬ 
ceed  with  his  action  against  The 
Guardian. 

1  attended  the  debate  expecting  to 
vote  for  this  amendment,  which 
seemed  broadly  fair.  Lord  Hoffmann 
moved  it  very  hesitantly,  saying 
he  was  “not  an  ad¬ 
vocate  for  in  a 
•  former  law  lord. 

Lord  Simon  of 
Glaisdale.  opposed 
it  on  strong  consti¬ 
tutional  grounds.  I 
thought  the  balance 
of  legal  argument  in 
the  debate  had  gone 


body  must  have  derided  to  push  the 
amendment  forward;  this  could 
hardly  have  been  done  without  John 
Major'S  approvaL  Yet  it  was  madness 
to  let  the  issue  be  reopened. 

Almost  everyone  has  been  dam¬ 
aged.  The  Guardian  has  a  scoop,  but 
is  itself  under  the  curse  of  Harrods. 
Neil  Hamilton  is  finished  as 
politician-  Ian  Greer  must  be  pretty 
well  finished  as  a  lobbyist  Mohamed 
Al  Fayed  is  finished  as  a  candidate 
member  of  the  British  Establish¬ 
ment;  he  has  been  returned  to  the 
bounder’s  enclosure.  Yet  surely  the 
curse  of  Harrods  has  fallen  most 
heavily  on  the  Prime  Minister  him 
self.  This  week,  Tony  Blair's  speech  at 
Blackpool  sounded  only  too  prime 
ministerial.  This  week  also  the  Tories 
found  themselves  once  again  up  to 
the  eyebrows  in  accusations  of  sleaze. 
This  may  well  have  been  the  decisive 
week  of  the  pre-election  period. 


against  the  amendment  and  derided 
to  abstain,  as  did  Lord  Hoffmann 
himself.  I  expected  the  amendment  to 
fall,  but  it  was  carried  by  119  votes 
to  57.  There  is  little  doubt  that  it 
had  the  support  of  the  Conservative 
whips:  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord 
Mackay  of  Clashfem.  a  nice  man 
who  gets  things  wrong,  had  spoken  to 
Lord  Hoffmann  before  die  amend¬ 
ment  was  tabled.  It  later  went 
through  the  Commons  cm  Conserva¬ 
tive  votes. 

Before  the  amendment,  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  was  sitting  pretty.  Nefi 
Hamilton  had  protested  his  inno¬ 
cence,  as  had  the  lobbyist  Ian' 
Greer.  The  action  could  not  pro¬ 
ceed  for  constitutional  reasons.  The 
Guardian  could  not  produce  its 
evidence,  or  obtain  the  damaging 
papers  in  the  Government’s  own 
possession.  The  Prime  Minister  could 
not  be  called  into  the  witness 
box.  The  sleaze  issue  could  not  be 
given  a  new  round  of  publicity.  The 
lid  was  on  the  box  and  it  was  firmly 
screwed  down. 

It  was  tiie  Government  that  un¬ 
screwed  it.  The ‘amendment  would 
never  have  been  tabled  if  Lord  Mae- 
kay  had  not  advised  ft.  It  would  never 
have  been  passed,  in  the  Lords  or  the 
Commons,  if  the  whips  had  worked 
against  it.  however  discreetly.  Some- 


One  of  the  difficulties  is  that 
Parliament  is  now  so  dose 
to  a  general  election.  Any 
effective  form  of  inquiry 
needs  to  be  quick  and  open;  Scott,  for 
instance,  tod;  far  too  long.  A  quick 
and  open  inquiry  would  coincide 
with  the  immediate  pre-election  per¬ 
iod.  when  both  parties  will  be  seeking 
every  possible  advantage.  The  public 
very  much  dislikes  what  it  hears,  and 
rightly  so;  it  wants  the  truth  to  be 
established.  The  timing  is  not 
favourable  for  the  impartial  and 
meticulous  examination  of  events  in 
which  many  have  behaved  properly, 
but  some  may  have  behaved  unwise¬ 
ly.  and  some  seem  to  have  behaved 
disgracefully. 

Should  we  all  beat  our  breasts  and 
say  that  things  were  never  like  this  in 
the  old  days?  Not  so,  for  they  were 
exactly  like  this  in  the  old  days.  This 
is  the  House  of  Commons  not  only  of 
Pitt  and  Peel,  but  of  Labouchere  and 
Horatio  Bottomley.  Parliament  has 
always  had  its  cads  and  its  cards  as 
well  as  its  orators  and  its  heroes. 
Look  at  Disraeli,  who  comes  into  all 
four  categories,  as  does  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole.  One  should  not  forget  Colonel 
Wigg.  Captain  Kerby  and  Captain 
Cunningham-Reid,  just  among  more 
recent  military  Members.  Mohamed 
Al  Fayed  is  admittedly  a  splendid 
invention,  a  sort  of  demiurge  of  self- 
alleged  corruption,  scattering  confu¬ 
sion  and  banknotes  wherever  he 
goes.  like  Flora  on  a  Venetian  ceiling. 
But  this  week  of  sleazy  brouhaha 
may  well  signal  the  end  of  17  years  of 
Tory  administration. 


Great  lengths 


SPA.1  I_ 


SMIRKING  at  the  Labour  Party 
conference  in  Blackpool  was  Sir 
David  Puttnam.  the  bearded  film 
producer  and  81airite.  He  had  his 
latest  film  script  under  his  arm:  a 
screenplay  for  Vikram  Seth’s  mas- 
jive  novel  A  Suitable  Bay. 

.  Puttnam  has  bought  the  rights  to 
ieth’s  1349-page  epic  one  of  the 
onger  novels  in  the  English  lan¬ 
guage.  He  has  sold  the  idea  to 
Channel  4.  and  has  been  working 
in  the  idea  with  Verity  Lambert, 
producer  of  Dr  Who  and  the  less 
distinguished  Eldorado. 

Together  they  plan  a  series  of 
en  or  more  episodes  filmed  on 
oca  non  at  a  cost  or  some  El 
nillion.  Channel  4  yesterday  con- 
irmed  that  the  screenplay  had 
«en  written.  "Vikram  Seth  has 
■een  acting  as  a  consultant  on  the 
.'reject,  which  is  now  quite  well 
dvanced,"  said  a  4-man.  "We  are 
ow  looking  for  finance,  and 


mother  searches  relentlessly  for  a 
suitable  boy  to  marry  her.  I 
understand  that  talent-spotting  in 
Bollywood  has  already  begun. 


•  More  security  chaos  as  the 
Labour  Party  conference  in  Black¬ 
pool ,  caused  this  time  by  condoms 
being  handed  out  free  by  the 
Terence  Higgins  Trust.  Their  tin- 
foil  wrappers  played  havoc  with 
the  metal  detectors  of  the  security 


Only  when  he  reached  the  chang¬ 
ing  room  at  the  Abbey  did  he  notice 
a  label  sewn  inside  with  the  name 
of  their  last  occupant:  Sir  Harry 
Secombe. 


Mills  boon 


"It  was  a  great  kick  to  be  there," 
says  Sir  John,  who  watched  the  set 
from  a  platform  at  the  bod;  of  the 
hall.  “I’m  an  old  musical  hand  my¬ 
self,  but  this  is  rather  a  different 
sound.  We  listen  to  Top  of  the  Pops 
every  week  now.” 


men.  tvho  insisted  that  delegates 
emptied  their  pockets  of  the  em¬ 
barrassing  contents. 


W 


"Jming  should  start  at  about  this 
-me  next  year." 

The  novel,  set  in  India  just  after 
•te  British  left  in  1947.  paints  a 
■  panoramic  picture,  a  sort  of  Indian 
Forsyte  Saga  told  through  the  lives 
I :lj  interlocking  families.  The  cen- 
-  jai  character  is  a  demure  19-year- 
\;d  girl  called  Lata,  whose  bossy 


—  Abbey  habit 


SHAKING  a  leg  with  hordes  of 
teeny boppers  the  other  night  at  the 
Pyramids  Centre  Portsmouth,  was 
the  actor  Sir  John  Mills,  who  is  88. 
He  has  developed  an  interest  in 
very  loud  pop  music  of  late,  as  a 
groupie  of  the  band  Kula  Shaker, 
currently  topping  the  chart  with 
their  album  K.  The  band’s  lead 
singer  and  guitarist  is  Crispian 
Mills.  Sir  John’s  grandson- 


Room  101 


“Baroness  Castle,  how  about 
money  not  to  ask  questions^ 


KNICKERBOCKER  TROUBLE 
struck  one  of  the  judges  invited  to 
Tuesday’s  service  al  Westminster 
Abbey  to  mark  the  opening  of  the 
legal  year.  I  shall  refrain  from 
identifying  the  brassy  soul,  and 
say  only  that  he  is  corpulent.  He 
managed  to  squeeze  into  his  silken 
hose,  but  a  dinner  too  many  in 
the  course  of  duty-  meant  that  he 
couldn't  do  up  his  buttons. 

An  anxious  call  to  Ede  &  Ravens- 
croft.  legal  robemakers  in  Chan¬ 
cery  Lane,  proved  fruitless,  as  they 
had  none  for  hire.  In  desperation. 

mleamed  friend  turned  to  some 
theatrical  costumiers  round  the 
corner,  who  were  happy  to  oblige. 


AT  LEAST  one  vestige  of  tradition¬ 
al  management  lingers  on  at  John 
Bin’S  BBC-  rank-pulling  over  hotel 
rooms.  In  Blackpool  on  Tuesday 
night.  Birrs  inner  cabinet  started 
to  arrive.  They  were  led  by  Will 
Wyatt,  the  managing  director  of 
BBC  network  television,  into  the 
smart  Pembroke  Hotel  in  the 
centre  of  town,  which  is  a  hub  of 
late-night  conference  schmoozing. 
Wyatt  broke  the  news  to  several 
staff  that  they  would  have  to  aban¬ 
don  their  marble  bathrooms  and 
satellite  televisions  because  higher 
powers  needed  their  rooms. 

Dragging  their  laptop  com¬ 
puters  behind  them,  the  refugees 
cleared  out  sullenly  and  arc  now 
stationed  in  a  BSB  some  ten  miles 
out  of  town. 


Joanna:  long  walk 


Fab  girl 


anna  Lumlcy.  the  bcehived  tele¬ 
vision  star  who  stumbles  her  way. 
swilling  champagne,  through  Ab¬ 
solutely  Fabulous,  has  bought  a 
small  cottage  on  his  Drumlanrig 
estate  in  Dumfriesshire. 

Supplies  of  Bollinger  will  be 
hard  to  come  by.  The  nearest  vil¬ 
lage  to  her  run-down  cottage  is 
some  ten  miles  away,  and  the  place 
can  be  reached  only  by  walking 
along  a  narrow  track  through 
fields  and  woodland.  Irx  no  place 
for  stilettos. 


Mills  minor  Crispian 


NEWS  to  perk  up  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleuch,  who  is  said  to  be  Europe’s 
greatest  private  landowner.  Jo- 


P-H-S 


We’ll  see 
juveniles 
in  court 


Michael  Howard’s 
regime  is  too  soft, 
says  Jack  Straw 


Self-delusion  and  secrecy  lie  at 
the  heart  of  this  failure.  For 
years,  government  and  crimi¬ 
nal  justice  professionals  have  con¬ 
vinced  themselves  that  far-  from 
failing,  the  system  has  somehow  been 
an  outstanding  success.  With  stupefy¬ 
ing  complacency,  the  Home  Office  — 
under  Michael  Howard  —  told  the 
Home  Affairs  Select  Committee  in 
1993  that  there  Had  been  a  “real  fall  in 
the  number  of  juvenile  offenders  per 
head  of  population  since  1981".  The 
deliberate  error  was  to  assert  that  a 
fall  in  the  number  of  youngsters 
going  to  court  represented  a  fall  in  the 
number  of  young  criminals. 

Adult  courts  are  open,  and  their 
reality  is  regularly  convtyed  by  tele¬ 
vision  drama  as  well  as  in  the  news. 
Youth  courts  meet  in  private.  There  is 
no  continuous  reporting  of  the  pro¬ 
cess,  still  less  dramatic  portrayal,  and 
furthermore,  precious  little  monitor¬ 
ing  of  their  effectiveness. 

Some  of  the  professionals  are  still 
trapped  in  an  intellectual  “secret 
garden",  in  which  a  culture  of  excuse 
for  the  failure  of  the  system  —  and  the 
offender  —  is  all  too  prevalent.  The 
complacent  and  mistaken  idea  that 
young  offenders  will  grew  out  of  this 
behaviour  without  correction  or  in¬ 
struction  is  deeply  entrenched. 

Of  course,  crime  has  deeper  causes 
than  any  defect  in  the  criminal  justice 
process.  Providing  youngsters  with 
hope,  getting  250,000  under-25s  off 
benefit  and  into  work  is  as  much  an 
anti-crime  policy  as  it  is  an  economic 
policy.  The  youth  service  needs  to  be 
strengthened,  and  truancy  must  be 
much  more  effectively  countered. 

But  with  the  youth  justice  system, 
we  will  have  to  start  again.  The 
system  can  work  only  if  it  replicates 
the  manner  in  which  families  and 
schools  best  cope,  by  acting  swiftly, 
consistently,  and  by  confronting  the 
youngster  and  the  parents  with  the 
consequences  of  offending  behaviour. 
To  achieve  this,  the  paralysing  legal 
confusion  between  "welfare"  and 
“punishment”  must  be  ended. 

This  will  entail  a  number  of 
measures.  The  inappropriate,  adver¬ 
sarial  theatre  of  the  youth  court  must 
be  exchanged  for  an  inquisitorial 
system:  and  endless  cautions  must  be 
replaced  with  a  single  final  wanting, 
which  will  usually  trigger  interven¬ 
tion  by  family  and  community.  There 
must  be  fast-track  punishment  for 
persistent  and  serious  offenders, 
accompanied  by  extensive  parental 
support  and  rraining.  and  reform  of 
me  chaotic  custodial  arrangements 
for  young  offenders. 

The  youth  justice  system  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  has  been  so  ineffec¬ 
tive  for  so  long  that  we  now  lock  up  a 
larger  proportion  of  our  adult  popu¬ 
lation  than  any  other  European  coun¬ 
try  except  Turkey.  If  we  are  firmer 
and  more  focused  when  the  offenders 
are  young,  we  can  reverse  this 
unenviable  record,  reducing  both  the 
numbers  of  potential  adult  offenders 
and  their  victims. 

The  author  is  Shadow  Home  Secre¬ 
tary  and  will  address  the  Labour 
Party  conference  today. 
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There  are  56.000  adult  prisoners 
in  Britain's  jails,  and  the 
number  is  rising  by  nearly 
I  000  a  month.  Almost  every  one  of 
them  began  offending  when  young. 

So  why  has  the  youth  justice  system 
in  England  and  Wales  so  comprehen¬ 
sively  failed  to  punish,  divert  or  deter 
so  many  of  those  who  now  fill  our 
jails  as  adults? 

The  facts  of  the  failure  are  these. 

The  kinds  of  crimes  which  young 
people  commit  —  burglary,  theft 
handling  —  increased  by  40  per  cent  I 
between  1984  and  1993.  while  the 
number  of  young  offenders  dealt  with 
by  courts,  or  cautioned  by  police,  fell 
35  per  cent  over  the  same  ten  years. 

Despite  this  huge  drop  in  their 
workload,  the  efficiency  of  the  youth 
courts  has  worsened.  A  young  offend¬ 
er  arrested  today  will  not,  on  average, 
be  sentenced  until  next  Easter  —  by 
which  time  any  connection  between 
crime  and  its  consequences  will  have 
vanished  in  his  or  her  understand¬ 
ing.  Cases  involving  serious  or 
persistent  offenders  take  up  to  a  year, 
sometimes  more,  with  legal  aid 
lawyers  the  only  dear  winners. 

Meanwhile,  young  offenders  run 
rings  round  the  system.  In  Mans¬ 
field,  Nottinghamshire,  last  year, 
youths  aged  from  12  to  15  operating  in 
a  gang  were  arrested  419  times  before 
any  effective  action  was  taken. 

A  magistrate  told  me  earlier  this 
year  of  a  young  offender  who  had 
complained  bitterly  about  bong  tak¬ 
en  to  court  “because  he  hadn’t  had 
his  five  cautions  yet".  However,  in 
half  the  cases  which  do  finally  reach  , 
court  the  offender  walks  away  with  j 
another  warning,  is  it  any  wonder 
that  young  offenders  get  a  clear  sense 
of  their  entitlement  to  commit  crime, 
and  impunity  from  its  consequences? 

Maddening  to  die  victim,  frustrat¬ 
ing  beyond  belief  to  the  police,  this 
system  fails  the  offender  too.  by  defy¬ 
ing  practically  everything  we  know 
about  child  development.  Children, 
especially  adolescents,  need  certainty 
and  structure,  to  know  where  the 
boundaries  are.  Many  children  who 
end  up  in  trouble  have  parents  who 
act  inconsistently  towards  them  — 
harshly  one  moment,  indulgently  the 
next  —  so  that  the  children  have  a 
very  defective  idea  of  what  conse¬ 
quences  will  flow  from  bad  behav¬ 
iour.  Too  often,  the  youth  justice 
system  operates  in  a  similar  way. 
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A  HARDER  EMU 

Blair  is  starting  to  make  sense  on  a  single  cuiTency 


Labour's  policy  on  a  single  currency  is 
hardening.  This  week  in  Blackpool,  as  our 
PolrficaJ  Editor  reports,  hints  have  been 
coming  thick  and  fast  that  a  Labour  govern¬ 
ment  would  not  join  the  first  wave  of 
economic  and  monetary  union.  Regardless 
of  the  merits  or  otherwise  of  British 
membership,  a  new  Blair  administration 
would  not  want  to  see  its  first  term 
dominated  by  the  preparations  needed  for 
Britain  to  sign  up  by  1999. 

Enthusiasts  for  European  Union  in  the 
Labour  leadership  used  to  believe  that,  if 
Britan  did  not  enter  the  single  currency  in 
the  first  wave,  the  party's  pro-European 
credentials  would  be  tarnished:  that  this 
country  would  not  be  taken  seriously  by  its 
European  partners  and  its  influence  would 
diminished.  Now  they  are  starting  to 
ffflnk  more  subtly.  They  are  aware  that  a 
Labour  government  in  Britain  is  so  fervently 
desired  by  other  member  states  that  the 
mood  would  become  friendlier  almost 
whatever  Mr  Blair  did.  And  they  are 
thinking  more  carefully  about  what  EMU 
would  mean. 

Mr  Blair  used  to  say  that  he  was  in  favour 
of  the  principle,  but  wanted  to  see  proper 
convergence  before  signing  Britain  up.  Now 
he  has  taken  to  using  arguments  of  principle 
against  a  single  currency:  not  those  of 
sovereignty,  but  of  economics.  How,  he  asks, 
would  a  single  currency  area  cope  with  an 
external  shock  which  hit  some  countries 
harder  than  others?  Without  exchange  rate 
adjustments,  the  only  variables  that  can 
smooth  out  the  differences  are  the  movement 
of  labour  from  poor  countries  to  rich  ones,  or 
huge  transfers  of  money  from  rich  countries 
to  poor  ones.  The  former  is  difficult  in  die 
EU  because  of  language  and  culture;  the 
latter  would  require  huge  subsidies. 

As  Alan  Greenspan,  chairman  of  the  US 
Federal  Reserve  and  custodian  of  one  of  the 
biggest  currency  unions  in  the  world,  could 
Mr  Blair,  America  has  these  problems. 


BENCHMARKS  FOR  HONG  KONG 

Firm  words  which  will  need  to  be  backed  by  legal  action 


Chris  Patten's  annual  policy  speech  yes¬ 
terday  was  the  last  to  be  made  by  a  British 
Governor  of  Hong  Kong.  Inevitably,  it  was 
something  of  a  report  card  on  the  four  years 
since  he  arrived,  with  a  characteristically 
vigorous  defence  of  the  reforms  that  have 
buttressed  political  and  administrative 
accountability  and  improved  Hong  Kong's 
quality  of  life.  But  its  rone  was  anything  but 
valedictory.  The  Governor  was  out  to 
emphasise  Britain's  continuing  political, 
moral  and  financial  interest  in  Hong  Kong 
after  it  reverts  to  Chinese  sovereignty  next 
July  —  and  to  lay  down  16  “benchmarks”  by 
which  people  will  judge  whether  China  is 
abiding  by  its  treaty  commitment  to  leave 
Hong  Kong  to  manage  its  own  affairs. 

The  administrative  report  card  measures 
up  well  against  Mr  Patten’s  pledges  of  four 
tears  ago.  Then,  he  said  that  without  losing 
its  competitive  edge.  Hong  Kong  could  clean 
up  its  environment  and  provide  the  social 
safety  nets  that  would  make  it  a  more 
compassionate  place.  He  has  been  proved 
right.  Spurred  by  cuts  in  income  and 
business  taxes,  Hong  Kong  has  grown  fast 
enough  to  finance  heavy  public  investment 
in  education,  health  and  welfare,  housing, 
community  policing  and  anti-pollution  mea¬ 
sures.  while  still  increasing  its  reserves  by  a 
quarter,  to  around  L27  billion  next  year. 

Politically.  Peking's  criticisms  of  Mr 
Patten  have  obscured  facts  with  which 
Peking  must  soon  contend.  Habits  of  demo¬ 
cratic  debate  have  rapidly  taken  root;  and 
Mr  Patten’s  carefully  circumscribed  political 
reforms  have  consistently  been  supported  by 
two  thirds  of  Hong  Kong's  people. 

Mr  Patten's  benchmarks  for  post-1997 
Hong  Kong  neatly  encompass  the  reasons 
why  Peking  fears  Hong  Kong  as  a  source  of 
unacceptable  political  pressures.  They  in¬ 
clude  probity  in  public  life,  executive 
autonomy,  a  meritocratic  civil  service. 


financial  independence,  a  “fairly  and  openly 
elected”  legislature  and  freedom  of  the  press, 
opinion  and  rights  of  assembly,  including 
vigils  and  demonstrations.  Such  a  list  will 
irritate  powerful  Hong  Kong  businessmen 
who  are  confident  that  they  have  privileged 
channels  to  Peking.  But  it  has  much  in 
common,  as  Mr  Patten  remarks,  with 
changing  political  expectations  throughout 
Southeast  Asia.  And  in  Hong  Kong  itself,  his 
list  has  wide  popular  endorsement. 

One  powerful  reason  is  that  China  is  not 
trusted,  as  Britain  largely  has  been,  to 
respect  the  most  basic  principles  of  the  rule 
of  law.  Hong  Kong  Chinese,  looking  ner¬ 
vously  at  the  corruption,  crime  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  laws  across  the  soon-to-be-dotted  line 
that  divides  them  from  China  proper,  well 
understand  the  connection  between  political 
accountability  and  Hong  Kong’s  future 
prosperity.  That  is  why,  as  Mr  Patten 
observes,  China's  determination  to  sweep 
away  Hong  Kong's  first  wholly-elected 
Legislative  Council  and  replace  it  by  a  non- 
elected  “provisional"  legislature  “lies  at  the 
heart  of  wider  doubts  about  the  future  of 
pluralism  and  freedom  in  Hong  Kong”. 

China  intends  to  set  up  this  provisional 
body  even  before  the  handover,  an  act  that 
as  Mr  Patten  implied  yesterday  would  vio¬ 
late  the  Sino-British  Joint  Declaration  on 
Hong  Kong.  Mr  Patten  says  that  the  Hong 
Kong  Government  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  China’s  creation.  Peking  will  not  worry 
about  that,  however.  He  should  go  further. 
Britain  should  actively  pursue  the  issue 
through  international  legal  channels,  thus 
demonstrating  that  for  Britain  and  Hong 
Kong,  the  Patten  benchmarks  are  firmly 
related  to  respect  for  treaty  obligations.  The 
sooner  this  is  clear,  the  better.  China  is 
unlikely  to  respect  the  Joint  Declaration 
after  July.  1997.  if  Britain  fails  to  challenge  a 
bread!  while  it  stflj  governs  Hong  Kong. 


BEYOND  THE  TOASTER 

The  Consumers’  Association  offers  its  agenda  for  government 


Amone  the  small  army  of  campaigners  keen 
io  display  their  wares  at  this  yeart  Party 
conferences  is  the  Consumers'  Association. 
Which?  is  no  longer  enoug^^ch  toasf«; 
is  a  far  too  easv  question.  The  Consumers 
Association  will  offer  Making  Markets 
555“ agenda  for  the  next  government 
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controversy.  The  launch  of  its  own  credit 
card  last  month  prompted  accusations  that 
in  this  field  at  least  die  independence  and 
impartiality  of  the  organisation  has  been 
placed  in  question.  There  are  fears  that  this 
new  style  of  campaigning  will  overshadow 
the  traditional  emphasis  on  product  testing 
and  detailed  legal  submissions.  Ms 
McKechnie  would  retort  that  throughout  its 
39-year  history  the  association  has  had  the 
dual  function  of  both  promoting  quality  and 
lobbying  for  legislative  change. 

The  details  of  Making  Markets  Work  will 
prove  provocative.  On  areas  such  as  the 
practice  of  the  professions,  and  the  need  for 
government  to  ensure  that  the  material 
necessary  for  real  choice  actually  reaches 
parents,  the  Consumers’  Association  is  on 
the  cutting  edge  of  contemporary  argument 
fn  other  cases,  especially  transport,  with  the 
predictable  call  for  a  comprehensive  nat¬ 
ional  policy,  matters  seem  still  stuck  in  the 
mindset  of  die  1970s. 

Although  it  professes  to  support  effective 
rules  rather  than  just  more  regulation,  the 
draft  manages  to  propose  one  new  ministry, 
ten  new  forms  of  supervisory  agencies,  and 
at  least  35  examples  of  new  or  revised 
legislation,  all  in  the  space  of  24  pages.  This 
is  a  prospectus  with  much  to  impress  but 
with  rather  too  much  to  endorse. 
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But  it  is  easier  for  an  unemployed  car 
worker  in  Detroit  to  move  to  Colorado  than 
for  a  Portuguese  fisherman  to  start  a  new  life 
in  Germany.  And  even  with  greater  labour 
mobility,  the  redistribution  of  money  from 
rich  to  poor  stales  in  America  is  far  higher 
than  Europe  could  contemplate.  The  impli¬ 
cation  of  Mr  Blair’s  argument  is  that  a  single 
currency  could  work  only  if  Europe  were  as 
united  —  economically,  politically  and 
linguistically  —  as  America.  That  might  take 
the  Labour  leader's  famous  thousand  years. 

If  Mr  Blair  is  worrying  about  the  theory 
behind  a  single  currency,  others  in  his  party 
are  concerned  about  its  implications  for  jobs. 
Robin  Cook,  the  Shadow  Foreign  Secretary, 
told  the  conference  that  “jobs  will  be  the 
bottom  line  by  which  we  judge  whether  Brit¬ 
ain  will  join  a  single  currency".  He  called  for 
the  Maastricht  criteria  to  be  rewritten  to  add 
low  levels  of  unemployment  If  this  has  any 
chance  of  happening,  it  will  not  be  in  time 
for  the  first  wave.  Mr  Cook'S  stricter  criteria, 
which  include  convergence  of  output  and 
investment,  also  point  to  delay. 

Labour's  views  on  sovereignty  are  weaker 
than  those  of  the  Tories.  A  Labour  govern¬ 
ment  would  still  be  tempted  to  join  EMU  if  it 
felt  that  Britain  would  otherwise  lose  inward 
investment  or  sacrifice  economic  growth. 
But  at  least  by  waiting  to  see  what  effect 
EMU  had  on  the  British  economy,  there 
would  be  a  chance  for  Britain  to  remain 
outside  for  longer — possibly  much  longer  if 
it  were  seen  to  gain  from  the  flexibility  of 
retaining  its  own  currency. 

Had  Labour  included  a  commitment  to 
EMU  in  its  manifesto  for  this  election,  a 
victory  could  have  been  taken  as  a  mandate 
to  join.  As  the  party  is  pledged  to  seek  “the 
full  consent  of  the  people"  first  that  now 
means  either  a  referendum  or  a  second 
general  election.  Labour  is  still  wedded  to 
die  social  chapter.  But  on  die  European 
issue  that  most  divides  the  country.  Labour 
has  become  a  safer  bet  than  it  was. 


Blair’s  speech,  his 
party,  his  Britain 

i  From  Mr  Nicolas  Walter 

Sir.  “Without  Mr  Blair”,  you  say 
(leading  article.  October  2).  “the  Lab¬ 
our  Fkrty  would  be  nowhere”.  But 
where  would  Blair  be,  we  may  ask, 
without  the  Labour  Party?  And  where 
will  he  be.  we  may  add.  when  he  has 
finally  got  rid  of  ail  its  policies  and 
traditions? 

Simon  Jenkins  (article.  October  2) 
mentions  Lloyd  George's  rhetoric  and 
Ramsay  MacDonald'S  snobbery. 
What  about  what  happened  to  them, 
and  to  their  parties? 

Yours  etc, 

NICOLAS  WALTER, 

88  Islington  High  Street,  Nl. 

October  2. 

From  Bishop  Hugh  Montefiore 

Sir.  So  now  we  know.  Blair's  ten  pro¬ 
mises  for  a  Labour  Government  do 
not  indude  the  environment  and  he 
barely  made  any  mention  of  this  im¬ 
portant  subject  in  his  speech. 

There  seems  little  point  in  Blair’s 
emphasis  on  the  next  1,000  years  un¬ 
less  we  are  reasonably  assured  that 
mankind  will  have  another  1,000 
years  of  existence. 

Yours  faithfully. 

+HUGH  MONTEFIORE. 

White  Lodge.  23  Bellevue  Road, 
Wandsworth  Common,  SW17. 
October  2. 

From  Mr  William  M  Ballantine 

Sir,  In  his  speech  Tony  Blair  spoke  of 
a  Britain  united:  such  a  pity  then  that 
his  polity  on  Scottish  devolution  could 
have  exactly  the  apposite  effect 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  M.  BALLANTINE. 

47  The  Quarryknowes, 

Dean  Road,  Bo'ness.  West  Lothian. 
October  2. 

From  Mr  M.  Feld 

Sir.  Would  not  a  minimum  wage  be 
preferable  to  the  present  situation, 
which  has  die  taxpayer,  through  fam¬ 
ily  credit  subsidising  skinflint  em¬ 
ployers  who  do  not  pay  a  living  wage? 

Yours  faithfully. 

M.  FELD. 

36  Grove  House. 

Waverfey  Grove,  N3. 

October  1. 


Political  lobbyists 

From  Sir  Edward  du  Cann 

Sir,  It  is  plainly  imprudent  for  any 
MP  or  parliamentary  candidate  to  ac- 
cepr  payment  from  a  lobbyist  at  any 
time  (“Sleaze  and  misjudgment".  lead¬ 
ing  article,  October  2).  If  payment 
does  not  establish  an  obligation,  it  im¬ 
plies  one. 

However,  it  will  be  sad  if  one  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  present  furore  is  to  dis¬ 
courage  individual  subscriptions  to 
political  parties  during  genera!  elec¬ 
tions  or  at  any  other  time  or  to  renew 
demands  for  the  state  funding  of  poli¬ 
tical  parties  as  a  substitute.  The  need 
in  a  democracy  is  to  involve  an  in¬ 
creasing  number  of  individuals  in  the 
political  process,  as  Mr  Blair  has  sen¬ 
sibly  sought  to  do  for  the  Labour  Party 
and  the  Conservatives  were  once  so 
adept  at  doing. 

It  is  undoubtedly  right  to  question 
the  judgment  of  M  ft  who  have  taken 
money  from  lobbyists,  if  not  to  pillory 
them.  Even  more  culpable  is  anyone 
who  seeks  to  corrupt  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  MPs  by  payments  to  them, 
direct  or  indirect  It  is  astonishing  that 
the  man  who  employed  the  lobbyist 
has  hitherto  escaped  equal  criticism 
or  condemnation. 

Yours  faithfully, 

EDWARD  du  CANN, 

9  Queen  Elizabeth  11  Street, 

Alderney,  Cl. 

October  2. 


Mind  your  words 

From  Mr  Peter  Prescott,  QC 

Sir,  Mr  Best’s  proposed  short  Act  of 
Parliament  meant  to  catch  stalkers 
(letter.  October  1)  only  goes  to  show 
how  difficult  it  is  to  frame  one.  Thus 
his  wording 

It  shall  be  an  offence  for  any  person  persis¬ 
tently  to  press  his  or  her  attentions  upon 
another  in  circumstances  where  he/she 
knows  or  ought  reasonably  to  anticipate 
that  his/her  words  and/or  conduct  are  or  is 
unwelcome  to  that  other  person  or  may  be 
so  and  may  cause  to  lhar  other  person  vexa¬ 
tion.  anxiety  or  distress 

would  cover,  amongst  other  things: 
Mr  Best,  when  nailing  an  evasive  wit¬ 
ness  in  court. 

My  wife,  when  trying  to  get  me  to  va¬ 
cate  the  bath. 

Anyone,  when  pressing  Mr  John  Ma¬ 
jor  to  come  to  some  sort  of  a  decision 
on  European  monetary  union. 

Yours  faithfully. 

PETER  PRESCOTT. 

8  New  Square,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  WC2. 
October  1. 

From  Mr  Peter  Croft 

Sir,  Congratulations  to  Mr  Best  on  his 
proposed  law  to  drier  stalkers  and 
“others  who  make  a  nuisance  of  them- 
selves”. 

The  difficulty  I  foresee  is  building 
enough  prisons  to  accommodate  (he 
entire  staff  of  the  Inland  Revenue  and 
the  VAT  inspectorate. 

Yours  faithfully, 

PETER  CROFT. 

Bladcmoor, 

20  Tenison  Avenue,  Cambridge. 
October  I. 


Loved  ones  at  sea  in  BT  yacht  race 


From  DrR.  S.  Mathur 

Sir,  My  heart  goes  out  to  Tracey  Cap* 
stick  and  her  children  (Sport.  Cfcrober 
1),  deprived  of  her  husband  and  their 
father,  James,  by  the  BT  Global  Chal¬ 
lenge.  There  is.  however,  another  side 
to  the  undoubted  agony  being  caused 
by  this  event,  in  which  amateur  volun¬ 
teers  are  competing  in  the  toughest 
yacht  race  around  the  world. 

Watching  Croup  4  disappear  in  the 
distance  as  it  approached  The  Nee¬ 
dles,  having  momentarily  caught  a 
glimpse  of  my  newly  wed  wife  on  deck 
as  the  boat  surged  past  our  (relatively) 
dumsy  ferry,  l  learned  rhar  it  is  possi¬ 
ble  to  share  in  another  person's  sense 
of  challenge  and  adventure.  No  mat¬ 
ter  how  cynical  one  tries  to  be,  this  is  a 
source  of  wonder  and  exaltation. 

Anyone  with  a  loved  one  on  board 
the  yachts  will  understand  Tracey 
Capstick’s  deep  anxiety,  and  some  of 
us  even  felt  the  same  panic  as  the  ex¬ 
citement  of  the  start  faded  and  we 
made  our  way  bade  to  empty  homes 
and  prosaic  lives.  Observing  the  start 
in  gale-force  winds  and  rough  seas,  ti 
seemed  likely  that  at  least  some  of  the 
crew  members  will  find  the  going 
tougher  than  they  ever  expected. 

Hopefully,  this  will  bring  out  quali¬ 
ties  and  strengths  whose  existence 
they  did  not  previously  suspect  —  and 
this  applies  equally  to  those  they  leave 
behind.  Just  as  the  competitors  in  the 
Challenge  will  have  to  find  hidden  re- 


Rabies  and  quarantine 

From  Dr  Henry  E.  Carter 

Sir,  Lady  Fretweli  (letter,  October  l)  is 
quite  right  to  quote  Mrs  Angela 
Browning’s  Commons  written  reply 
of  July  15  on  rabies.  Mrs  Browning’s 
answer  also  confirmed  that,  since 
1971,  of  approximately  two  million 
mammals  of  susceptible  species  (in¬ 
cluding  200.000  dogs  and  cats)  im¬ 
ported  into  the  United  Kingdom,  not  a 
single  scientifically  proven  case  of 
rabies  has  been  recorded. 

Like  many  other  members  of  the 
veterinary  profession.  I  am  of  the  op¬ 
inion  that  tire  present  quarantine  reg¬ 
ulations  should  be  scrapped.  Many  of 
us  think  that  a  system  involving  vac¬ 
cination  and  blood  testing  of  imported 
cats  and  dogs,  combined  with  the  use 
of  microchips  as  a  means  of  identifica¬ 
tion,  would  be  more  humane  and  effi¬ 
cient,  and  in  line  with  modem  scienti¬ 
fic  thought 

These  measures,  entirely  under  the 
control  of  the  state  veterinary  service, 
would  ensure  that  no  legally  imported 


Birth  rights 

From  Mr  Alan  R.  V.  Anderson 

Sir.  Without  the  husband's  consent  it 
is  not  unlawful  for  the  wife  to  abort  his 
baby:  without  her  dead  husband's  an¬ 
tecedent  consent  it  is  unlawful  to  use 
his  sperm  to  create  his  baby  (report, 
October  1).  What  a  funny  old  world. 

Yours  faithfully. 

A.  R.V.  ANDERSON. 

Coles  de  Raze!. 

Rozel,  Jersey,  Cl. 

October  I. 


Kashmir  plebiscite 

From  Mr  Randhir  Singh  Bains 

Sir,  Sir  Frederic  Bennett  asks  (letter, 
September  30)  why  India  continues  to 
refuse  to  hold  a  plebiscite  in  Kashmir, 
as  demanded  by  the  UN  resolution  of 
August  13.  1948.  The  answer  lies  in 
Pakistan's  persistent  refusal  to  hon¬ 
our  the  first  two  parts  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion. 

The  UN  resolution  was  in  three 
parts.  The  first  and  second  parts  cal¬ 
led  for  a  ceasefire  and  asked  Pakistan, 
as  aggressor,  to  withdraw  all  its 
troops,  while  accepting  that  India 
could  retain  some  of  its  troops  in 
Kashmir.  Pari  three,  which  was  not 
binding  unless  the  first  two  had  been 
implemented  (see  the  UN  aide-mem¬ 
oire.  January  14,  1949).  asked  for  a 
plebiscite  to  be  held  in  Kashmir. 

The  holding  of  a  plebiscite  was, 
therefore,  dependent  upon  Pakistan's 
vacating  the  territory  it  had  forcefully 
occupied  during  its  invasion  of  Kash¬ 
mir  in  October  1947.  But  instead  of 
withdrawing  its  troops.  Pakistan 
waged  a  second  war  against  India  in 
September  1965  to  grab  toe  rest  of 
Kashmir,  thereby  rendering  any  plea 
for  holding  a  plebiscite  in  Kashmir 
pointless. 

Yours  faithfully. 

RANDHIR  SINGH  BAINS. 

34  Shere  Road,  Gants  Hill.  Essex. 


Costume  drama 

From  Mr  Terence  Gavaghan 

Sir.  In  your  Diary  item  of  September 
27  you  referred  to  the  "underpant 
trouble"  of  Zulu  extras  in  the  so-far 
confused  and  disappointing  BBC1  ser¬ 
ies  on  Cecil  Rhodes. 

In  the  early  1950s  the  great  John 
Ford  directed  the  comparatively  triv¬ 
ial  bur  since  “cult"  movie  Mogambo 
in  which  Clark  Gable,  Ava  Gardner, 
Grace  Kelly  and  a  young  Donald  Sin- 
den  starred.  Much  of  the  action  was 
filmed  in  northern  Kenya,  where  I 
was  serving  as  a  District  Commis¬ 
sioner. 

1  had  gathered  1,000  Sam  bunt  war¬ 
riors  with  spears,  as  well  rewarded  - 
extras  for  war-dancing  scenes  with 
Clark  and  Ava.  As  these  splendid 
young  men  squatted  down  in  their 
chosen  red  silk  breasr-to-fcnee  robes 


serves  in  the  months  to  come,  so  will 
ali  those  who  miss  them. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RAJ  MATHUR. 
lb  ElmdaJe  Road. 

Tyndalls  Park,  Bristol. 

October  2. 

From  Mrs  Jane  Sadler 

Sir.  Like  Tracey  Capstick.  I  stood  on 
the  quay  at  Ocean  Village  in  South¬ 
ampton  as  dawn  broke  on  Sunday. 
September  29.  and  waved  goodbye  io 
my  husband,  a  watch-leader  on  Yacht 
3  Com. 

Not  surprisingly,  it  was  an  emotion¬ 
ally  charged  atmosphere  that  morn¬ 
ing  —  toe  awesome  challenge  of  “the 
world's  toughest  yacht  race”  hanging 
over  skippers,  crew  3nd  families  alike 
—  but  perhaps  Mrs  Capstick’s  pain 
and  anguish  and  her  bitterness  to¬ 
wards  toe  race  and  its  organisers  may 
be  balanced  by  the  intense  love  and 
pride  I  feel  for  my  husband  in  taking 
pan. 

1  hope  the  BT  Global  Challenge  ful¬ 
fils  some  of  the  dreams  of  its  skippers 
and  crew  and  that  they  ali  rerum  safe 
and  unharmed  at  the  end  of  their  own 
personal  challenge. 

Yours  faithfully. 

JANE  SADLER. 

Old  Manor  Farmhouse,  The  Square. 
Long  Crendon,  Buckinghamshire. 
October  1. 


animal  would  be  at  all  iflceJy  to  intro¬ 
duce  rabies  into  the  United  Kingdom. 

Yours  faithfully. 

HENRY  CARTER. 

Sparrow  Hall, 

Forty  Hill,  Enfield.  Middlesex. 
October  1. 

From  MrGlyn  Ford,  MEPfor 
Greater  Manchester  East  ( Socialist 
Group  ILaboui) ) 

Sir,  Mrs  Angela  Barklam  (letter.  Sept¬ 
ember  271  asks  how  many  animals 
over  the  last  ten  years  have  developed 
rabies  while  in  quarantine. 

Having  asked  exactly  this  question 
of  the  European  Commission  myself 
(except  that  it  referred  to  the  last  five 
years).  I  can  tell  her  that  the  answer, 
delivered  on  September  6.  is  that 
“there  have  been  no  cases  detected  at 
Community  borders". 

Yours. 

GLYN  FORD, 

46  Stamford  Road. 

Mossley.  Lancashire 
September  30. 


From  Dr  Larry  B.  O.  Amur? 

Sir.  If  a  wife's  authority  was  sufficient 
to  allow  extraction  of  spermatozoa 
from  her  husband,  why  can  her  au¬ 
thority  no  longer  suffice  regarding 
their  utilisation? 

1  am  baffled,  as  maybe  the  time  to 
consider  consent  was  before  the  initial 
procedure  was  carried  out 

Yours  faithfully. 

B.  O.  AMURE, 

The  Surgery,  1  Drings  Close, 

Over.  Cambridgeshire. 

October  I. 


Country  roads 

From  the  County  Surveyor  of  Essex 

Sir,  Mr  Tim  Craig,  writing  from  a 
Shropshire  village  (letter.  September 
25).  doesn’t  want  his  country  lanes  re¬ 
surfaced.  This  makes  him  rare:  my 
postbag  is  filled  with  letters  from  peo¬ 
ple  demanding  just  that 
I  am  sure  the  process  he  is  referring 
to  is  only  “surface  dressing",  not  a  foil 
resurfacing,  and  means  spraying  the 
road  surface  with  bitumen  and 
spreading  a  thin  layer  of  stones  on  it. 
This  doesn  T  do  anything  for  potholes, 
which  need  to  be  patched  before  it  is 
done. 

Surface  dressing  is  essential  to  keep 
water  out  of  the  road  construction  and 
to  retain  skid  resistance.  It  should  be 
done  every  six  or  seven  years,  but  with 
current  budgets  the  average  return 
period  now  exceeds  20  years. 

Yes,  if  we  want  our  country  reads  to 
revert  to  cart  trades  we  don’t  need  to 
do  surface  dressing.  Mr  Craig  might 
nor  mind,  bul  it  would  be  a  terrible 
blow  to  the  rural  economy  of  the 
country. 

Yours  sincerely, 

MARTIN  COCKE RSOLE. 

County  Surveyor, 

Essex  County  Council, 

Highways  and  Transportation 
Department. 

County  Hail.  Chelmsford.  Essex. 


before  her,  Ava  clutched  my  elbow 
and  demanded:  "Do  you  see  what  I 
seer 

At  once  Murielle  Allen,  wardrobe 
mistress  married  to  Bunny  Allen,  leg¬ 
endary  white  hunter-m-diarge.  leap¬ 
ed  to  rhe  rescue  with  kilt  pins  to  secure 
the  revealing  partitions  of  the  from 
ranks. 

Yours  etc. 

TERENCE  GAVAGHAN. 
62Hotham  Road,  SW15. 

September  30. 


Business  letters,  page  29 


Letters  that  are  intended 
for  publication  should  cany  a 
daytime  telephone  Dumber.  They 
may  be  sent  to  a  fra  number  — 
0171-7825046.  . 


Liverpool  at  odds 
on  slave  heritage 

From  Mr  Fritz  Spiegl 

Sir.  As  my  name  was  mentioned  in 
your  report  (September  9)  and  corres¬ 
pondence  (September  19.  24)  on  slav- 
eiy  and  the  image  of  Liverpool,  I 
should  be  grateful  to  be  allowed  to 
make  some  points. 

The  politically  correct  (but  histori¬ 
cally  absurd)  view  is  to  maintain  the 
fiction  that  the  slave  trade  was  an  ex¬ 
clusively  white-on-black  outrage,  and 
that  Africans  were  always  captured  by 
European  raiding-parties.  To  say 
otherwise,  it  seems,  is  tantamount  to 
denying  the  Holocaust. 

Marika  Sherwood  (letter.  Septem¬ 
ber  19)  is  right  to  point  out  that  Liver¬ 
pool  continued  to  trade  with  slave- 
holding  states  long  after  abolition  — 
indeed  she  is  more  righr  than  she 
thinks.  Britain,  like  most  other  coun¬ 
tries.  to  this  day  trades  with  states  in 
which  slavery  is  endemic  —  all  of 
them  on  toe  African  continent  and 
Arabian  peninsula. 

Slavery  was  certainly  a  cornerstone 
of  Liverpool's  overseas  trade,  as  Mr 
Richard  Foster.  Director  of  the  Mer¬ 
seyside  National  Museums,  points 
out  (September  24).  Merchants  fought 
tooth  and  nail  against  abolition.  But 
who  can  now  say  how  toe  gams  from 
slavery  were  ploughed  into  legitimate 
industry  —  just  as  our  present-day 
thriving  (and  multiracial)  drugs  bar¬ 
ons  contribute  to  the  general  wealth  of 
the  city?  Incidentally,  Mr  Foster’s  mu¬ 
seums  are  brimming  with  artefacts 
which  Liverpool  privateers  plundered 
from  French  and  Dutch  ships.  Where 
do  we  stop? 

What  is  certain  is  that  not  a  single 
site  or  building  that  sprang  from  this 
odious  trade  now  remains  —  which 
makes  the  "slavery  heritage  trail” 
such  an  absurdity.  Unlike  the  light¬ 
hearted  tours  of  Beatles  “shrines", 
these  excursions  can  only  generate 
what  has  become  known  as  “Black 
rage"  —  which  has  also  manifested  it¬ 
self  in  random  attacks  on  statues  of 
Liverpool  worthies  —  even  noble  abo¬ 
litionists  —  just  in  case  their  families 
benefited  from  the  ill-gotten  wealth. 

It  was  the  same  kind  of  "rage" 
which  earlier  this  year  halted  the  res¬ 
toration  of  a  sculpted  frieze  on  St 
George's  Hall  because  this  contains  a 
man  of  negroid  appearance  "bowing 
the  knee  before  Queen  Victoria".  It 
was  of  no  avail  to  point  out  that  all  her 
subjects  did  so.  Even  a  statue  of  Chris¬ 
topher  Columbus  has  had  to  be  re¬ 
moved  to  save  it  from  attack. 

Yours  faithfully. 

FRIT2  SPIEGL 
4  Windermere  Terrace, 

Liverpool  8. 

September  29. 


Crowther  at  home 

From  MrT.  R.  Lowe 

Sir,  May  I  add  a  personal  note  to  your 
obituary  of  Leslie  Crowther  (Septem¬ 
ber  30).  During  a  period  spent  as 
Chairman  of  the  Antique  Collectors' 
Club  in  Wells.  Somerset.  I  had  the  du¬ 
bious  responsibility  of  booking  the 
speakers  on  a  low  budget. 

Having  read  a  magazine  feature 
about  Leslie  as  a  keen  collector  of  pot 
lids  and  sporting  prints.  I  approached 
him  as  a  possible  speaker,  somewhat 
apologetically  as  the  normal  payment 
was  between  £10  and  £15. 

He  responded  immediately,  invit¬ 
ing  the  dub  to  his  home  where  he  and 
his  wife,  Jean,  were  marvellous  hosts 
allowing  the  members  to  wander  free¬ 
ly  to  view  the  collections,  offering  re¬ 
freshments  and  showing  particular 
concern  for  the  older  people  on  the 
visit.  As  a  fee  he  suggested  a  donation 
to  the  local  church. 

It  was  an  evening  of  great  warmth 
and  civility  offered  by  a  gentleman  of 
immense  charm. 

Yours  sincerely. 

TIM  LOWE 
(Headmaster). 

Hereford  Cathedral  Junior  School, 

28  Castle  Street,  Hereford. 

October  1. 


Please  tick . . . 

From  MrD.  Jf.  Huniingford 

Sir.  When  completing  a  monitoring 
form  at  a  local  authority  charity  fund¬ 
ing  and  development  conference  1  was 
intrigued  to  see  the  following: 

Please  rick  the  boxes  that  apply  to  you. 
Sexuality:  Heterosexual:  Lesbian:  C.ay 
man;  Gay  woman;  Bisexual;  Other,  please 
specify. 

I  would  like  to  know  if  anybody 
ticked  the  last. 

Needless  to  say  1  was  grateful  for 
the  other  note  on  the  document:  "You 
do  not  have  to  complete  this  form." 

Yours  sincerely. 

D.  R.  HUNTINGFORD, 

4  Woodstock  Road. 

Walthamstow.  EI7. 

October  1. 


Uneasy  lies  the  head 

From  Mr  Keith  Chambers 

Sir,  The  Duchess  of  York  is  reported 
today  as  having  said  “I  feel  like  IVe 
got  a  10-tonne  truck  on  my  head".  Was 
this  a  left-hand  drive  vehicle  or  do 
even  our  figures  of  speech  now  have  to 
be  metricated? 

Yours  faithfully, 

KEITH  CHAMBERS. 

19  Hill  Road, 

Oakley.  Basingstoke,  Hampshire. 
October!. 
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2  HOME  NEWS 


COURT  CIRCULAR 


YORK  HOUSE 

October  1:  The  Duke  of  Kent  (his 
a™rnooo  attended  lunch  with  the 
Damascus  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  as  President,  the  Commonwealth 
War  Craves  Commission,  laid  a 
*reath  at  the  Commonwealih  Mili¬ 
tary  Cemetery. 

His  Royal  Highness  this  evening 
attended  a  reception  given  by  Her 
Majesty's  Ambassador.  Mr  Basil 
Eastwood,  and  later  a  dinner  given 
by  His  Excellency  Doanr  Salim 
Tassine,  Deputy  Prime  Minister  of 
the  Syrian  Arab  Republic.  Damas¬ 
cus.  Syria. 

BALMORAL  CASTLE 
October  2:  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh. 
President.  World  Wide  Fund  Cor 
Nature  -  WWF  International,  this 
morning  chaired  a  meeting  of  the 
WWF  Executive  Committee  followed 
try  Luncheon  at  Buckingham  Palace. 

His  Royal  Highness.  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter,  this  evening  attended  the  Guild  of 
Air  Pilots  and  Air  Navigators  Court 
Investiture  and  Dinner  at 
Armourers'  Hall.  81  Coleman  Street. 
London  ECL 

The  Earl  of  Airlie  KT  (Lord 
Chamberlain),  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Malcolm  Ross 
(Comptroller.  Lord  Chamberlain's 
Office)  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  An¬ 
thony  Mather  (Assistant  Comp¬ 
troller.  Lord  Chamberlain's  Office), 
was  present  at  the  Tower  of  London 
this  evening  and.  in  The  Queen's 
name  and  on  Her  Majesty's  behalf, 
delivered  the  Keys  and  Custody  of 
Her  Majesty's  Palace  and  Fortress  of 
the  Tower  of  London  to  Field  Mar¬ 
shal  Sir  Peter  Inge. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
October  2  The  Duke  of  York  this 
morning  attended  an  Ecumenical 
Service  in  the  Johannes  kirche. 
Dussddorf.  Germany,  to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  North  Rhine- Westphalia. 

His  Royal  Highness  afterwards 
attended  a  CortceTt  of  Celebration  at 
the  Tonhalle.  Dussddorf.  whh  the 
Federal  President  of  Germany  (Herr 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Princess  Royal,  as  Patron  of 
the  institute  of  Logistics,  will  open 
a  new  international  rail  port  termi¬ 
nal.  Doncaster,  at  2J0;  and  will 
visit  the  mayor's  parlour.  Mansion 
House,  at  320. 

Princess  Margaret  will  attend  a 
reception  at  the  Imperial  War 
Museum  at  7.00  to  mark  the  75lh 
anniversary  of  the  Navy.  Army 
and  Air  Force  Institutes. 


Emmanuel  College, 
Cambridge 

Lord  St  John  of  Fawstey  has  been 
elected  into  a  life  fellowship  of 
Emmanuel  College.  Cambridge, 
on  his  retirement  as  Master. 


Reception 


Prime  Minister 

The  Prime  Minister  was  the  host  at 
a  reception  held  yesterday  at  10 
Downing  Street  in  honour  of  the 
Adam  Smith  Institute. 


Roman  HeraogJ.  The  Duke  of  York 
this  afinmai  visited  the  Rathaus. 
Dussddorf. 

His  Royal  Highness  later  visited 
Fflkingron  GmbH  and  the  Science 
Park.  GcXsenkLxhen. 

The  Duke  of  York  this  evening 
attended  a  Reception  for  the  Dussrf- 
dorf  British  business  community  at 
the  Residence  of  Her  Majesty's 
Consul  General. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
October  2:  Hie  Princess  RpyaL  Presi¬ 
dent.  British  Knirting  and  Clothing 
Export  Council,  this  morning  visited 
Business  Link  London  City  Partners. 
78  Great  Eastern  Street.  London  EC2. 

Her  Royal  Highness.  President. 
Shipwrecked  Fishermen  and  Mari¬ 
ners'  Royal  Benevolent  Society,  later 
attended  the  Annual  General  Meet¬ 
ing  and  Awards  Presentation  at 
Fishmongers'  HalL  London  Bridge. 
London  EC4. 

The  Princess  Royal  this  afternoon 
visited  PSION  ptc,  17-19  Bristol  Road. 
Greenfonl,  Middlesex. 

Her  Royal  Highness.  Patron,  the 
Association  of  Combined  Youth 
□ubs.  this  evening  visited  the 
impstart  Trust  Youth  Motorcycle 
Display  Team.  Royal  Albert  Basin. 
Wootwidi  Manor  Way.  London  El  ft; 
the  New  Canteen  Youth  Project 
Vicarage  Lone.  Stratford.  London 
E15:  Tower  Project.  While  Horse 
Reed.  Litnehouse,  London  El;  and 
Limehouse  Youth  Chib.  Limrfiou.se 
Causeway,  Westferry.  London  E14. 
KENSINGTON  PALACE 
October  2:  The  Prioress  Margaret 
Countess  of  Snowdon,  this  afternoon 
visited  St  Albans  and  was  received  by 
Her  Majesty'S  Lord- Lieutenant  of 
Hertfordshire  (Mr  Simon  Bowes 
Lyonj. 

Her  Royal  Highness  visited  St 
Albans  High  School  for  Girls  and 
opened  Junior  House. 

The  Princess  subsequently  at¬ 
tended  Choral  Evensong  and  visited 
the  "Alban  in  Glory"  Flower  and 
Craft  Festival  in  the  Cathedral  and 
Abbey  Church  of  Si  Alban. 


Premium 

Bonds 

The  following  Premium  Bond 
prize  winners  were  announced 
yesterday; 

E 100,000: 21 (JT  467971.  winner  has 
a  holding  of  £10.000  and  comes 
Burn  Suffolk:  21 NL  866811,  £10.057. 
Kent;  01 BT  331587.  E104.  Hamp¬ 
shire;  35MT  062397.  E 12,435.  West 
Midlands. 

£50.000:  36ZT  769996.  E20.000. 
Somerset;  17MT  807397.  E5.000. 
Shropshire;  24FZ  587378,  El .200, 
Northamptonshire;  48SK  981593. 
E 10,000,  Middlesex;  26SL  152773, 
£15.000.  Bedfordshire;  24NP 
008976.  E 15.000,  Warwickshire: 
62QZ  3S6237.  El  1.202.  East  Sussex. 
E2S.000:  48EN  221929,  £2.002. 
Hampshire;  25SW  378723.  £10,652, 
West  Midlands:  AB  889371.  £2. 
Surrey:  46QS  620920.  E20JXXX 
Middlesex;  17GL  551739.  £2251. 
Buckinghamshire:  67MN  9]  1397, 
E5.7D0.  Fife:  4ZNT  050001.  £7,000. 
Hampshire;  60FZ  240907. 
E20.000,  Dorset:  31ZL  400146. 
£5,000,  Lewisham.  London;  2GXS 
161048.  £7.507.  Camden.  London; 
23RL  994310,  E9.740.  East  Sussex; 
25DL  077919.  E9.9Q3.  overseas; 
43QT  130135.  £7.550,  Strathdyde: 
48 LS  671622.  £11323.  overseas. 


Birthdays  today 


The  Earl  of  Bradford,  49:  Sir 
Stephen  Brown,  President  of  the 
Family  Division.  72;  Lord  Bruce  of 
Donington.  84;  Mr  Christopher 
Bruce,  ballet  dancer  and  choreog¬ 
rapher.  51;  Mrs  Ingar  Bruegge- 
mann.  secretary-general.  Inter¬ 
national  Planned  Parenthood 
Federation.  63;  Lord!  Denham.  69; 
Mr  R.W.  Ellis,  former  Master. 
Marlborough  College.  67;  Sir  Ter¬ 
ence  English.  Master.  St  Catha¬ 
rine’s  College,  Cambridge.  64;  Mr 
Garry  Herbert  tower.  32:  Sir 
Roger  Hervey.  diplomat  62;  Dame 
Pamela  Hunter,  former  vice-presi¬ 
dent  National  Union  of  Conser¬ 
vative  and  Unionist  Associations. 


77:  Lord  Knights.  76:  Mr  T.D. 
Melville- Ross,  Director-General. 
Institute  of  Directors,  52;  Mr 
William  Newton  Dunn,  former 
MEP.  55;  Earl  Peel.  49. 

Mr  Ruggero  Raimondi,  bass- 
baritone.  55;  Sir  Shridath 
Ramphal.  former  Secretary-Gen¬ 
era]  of  the  Commonwealth,  68;  Mr 
John  Ritblat  chairman,  British 
Land  Company.  61;  Viscount 
Sidmouth,  82;  Sir  John  Slow, 
former  Governor-General,  Bar¬ 
bados.  85;  Mr  John  Suthem. 
jockey.  45;  Mr  Gore  Vidal,  author, 
71:  Judge  Monique  Vmer.  QC.  70; 
Mr  Reg  Withers,  former  Gov¬ 
ernor,  Brixion  prison.  65. 


Prime  Minister’s  art  collection  rivalled  that  of  the  King 

Walpole’s 
pictures 
return  after 
200  years 

By  John  Shaw 

PICTURES  from  the  rich  art 
collection  formed  by  Sir  Rob¬ 
ert  Walpole.  Britain’s  first 
Prime  Minister,  are  about  to 
return  home  for  the  first  time 
since  1779. 

Three  paintings  from  the 
Hermitage  Museum.  St  Pe¬ 
tersburg.  are  among  a  wealth 
of  material  originally  at 
Houghton  HalL  Walpole's 
country  seat  near  Fakenham. 

Norfolk.  They  will  go  on  show 
at  the  Castle  Museum,  Nor¬ 
wich,  on  October  12. ' 

Houghton  Hath  The  Prime 
Minister,  The  Empress  and 
the  Heritage  brings  together 
hems  from  Russia,  the  United  ’ 

States  and  collections  in  this 
country  fora  two-month  show 
which  then  moves  to  London. 

Andrew  Moore,  keeper  of 
art  and  curator  at  the  Castle 
Museum,  said:  “1  think  this 
exhibition  will  be  a  landmark. 

Walpole  is  always  looked 
upon  as  a  political  figure,  but 
this  shows  him  as  a  man  of 
taste  and  imagination." 

Walpole  (1676-1745)  was 
bom  at  Houghton  and 
amassed  an  extraordinary  art 
collection  of  400  pictures, 
rivalled  only  by  the  King 
himself.  They  hung  at 
Downing  Street  and  in  the 
Treasury  before  they  were 
brought  together  with  sculp¬ 
ture,  furniture  and  silver  at 
the  hall. 

The  nudeus  of  the  picture  The  Holy  Family  fay  Poussin  is  one  of  die  pictures  that  have  been  lent  to  the 
collection.  181  canvases,  was  Walpole  exhibition  by  the  Hermitage  Museum  at  St  Petersburg 

valued  at  £40,000  by  James 

Christie,  (bonder  of  the  auo  Carlo  Maratti  and  a  portrait  ing  bade  to  Norfolk.  They  Mr  Moore,  who  initia 
tion  house,  in  1778.  The  fbl-  of  a  man  by  Salvator  Rosa,  indude  studies  by  Frans  Hals  the  exhibition,  said  it  was 
lowing  year  they  were  sold  Other  pictures  from  the  col-  and  Sir  Anthony  Van  Dyck.  first  time  that  pictures  fn 
privately,  despite  a  raw  in  tire  lection  were  sold  on  by  the  Some  pictures  have  been  the  Hermitage  and  the  IN 
Commons,  to  Catherine  the  Soviet  Government  to  raise  loaned  by  tire  Marquess  of  ional  Gallery  in  Washing] 
Great  of  Russia.  foreign  currency  in  the  1920s.  Cholmondeley;  they  normal-  had  been  reunited  with  thi 

But  after  two  centuries  Three  examples  now  in  the  ly  hang  in  tire  public  and  from  Lord  CholmandeU 
three  are  returning,  including  National  Gallery  of  Ait,  private  rooms  at  Houghton,  a  private  collection  to  give  v 
The  Hofy  Family  by  Nicholas  Washington,  from  the  Mellon  house  which  has  just  under-  tors  an  idea  of  what 
Poussin.  Pope  Clement  IX  by  Collection  will  also  be  com-  gone  a  big  refurbishment  original  holding  looked  111 
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Poussin  is  one  of  die  pictures  that  have  been  lent  to  the 
ition  by  the  Hermitage  Museum  at  St  Petersburg 


Carlo  Maratti  and  a  portrait 
of  a  man  by  Salvator  Rosa. 
Other  pictures  from  the  col¬ 
lection  were  sold  on  by  the 
Soviet  Government  to  raise 
foreign  currency  in  the  1920s. 
Three  examples  now  in  the 
National  Gallery  of  Ait 
Washington,  from  the  Mellon 
Collection  will  also  be  com¬ 


ing  bade  to  Norfolk.  They 
indude  studies  by  Frans  Hals 
and  Sir  Anthony  Van  Dyck. 

Some  pictures  have  been 
loaned  by  the  Marquess  of 
Cholmondeley;  they  normal¬ 
ly  hang  in  tire  public  and 
private  rooms  at  Houghton,  a 
house  which  has  just  under¬ 
gone  a  big  refurbishment 


Mr  Moore,  who  initialed 
tire  exhibition,  said  it  was  tire 
first  time  that  pictures  from 
the  Hermitage  and  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Gallery  in  Washington 
had  been  reunited  with  those 
from  Lord  Chobnondeley’s 
private  collection  to  give  visi¬ 
tors  an  idea  of  what  tire 
original  holding  looked  like. 


Luncheons 

HM  Government 
Mr  Malcolm  Rifkmd.  QC,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Slate  for  Foreign  and 
Commonwealth  Affairs,  was  the 
host  yesterday  at  a  luncheon  given 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  at  l 
Carlton  Gardens  in  honour  of  Mr 
Abdulaziz  Kamilov,  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs  of  Uzbekistan. 

The  Institute  of  Chartered 
Accountants  in  England 
and  Wales 

Mr  Brian  Currie,  President  of  the 
Institute  of  Chartered  Accountants 
in  England  and  Wales,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Institute's  Council  gave 
a  luncheon  yesterday  at  Chartered 
Accountants'  Hall.  Guests  were 
The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  the 
Right  Hon  Sir  John  Chalstrey. 
MA,  MD.  DSc.  FRCS.  Mr  Aider- 
man  and  Sheriff  Clive  Martin, 
Aldermen  and  officers  of  the 
Corporation  of  London. 

Maple  Leaf  Club 
M  Richard  Guay.  Agent  General 
for  Quebec,  was  the  guest  of 
honour  at  a  luncheon  of  the  Maple 
Leaf  Club  held  yesterday  at  Over¬ 
seas  House,  St  James's.  Mrs  Judith 
M.  Steiner,  chairman,  presided. 
Mr  Pbul  King.  Agent  General  for 
British  Columbia,  also  spoke. 


Gray’s  Inn 

Mr  Christopher  Wflson-Snrith.  QC, 
has  been  elected  a  Master  of  the 
Bench  of  Grays  Inn. 


Memorial  service 


Sir  David  Nkoboo 
A  service  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
life  and  work  of  Sir  David  Lan¬ 
caster  Nicotson,  company  chair¬ 
man  and  former  MEP,  was  held 
yesterday  at  St  Paul's,  Knights- 
bridge.  The  Rev  Christopher 
Courtauld  officiated. 

Mr  Charles  Nkxdsnn.  son.  and 
Mr  Andrew  Whist,  Chairman  of 
the  America  European  Com¬ 
munity  Association,  read  the  les¬ 
sons.  Sir  Owen  Green  gave  am 
address.  The  High  Commissioner 
for  Canada  was  represented  by 
Miss  Anne  Stewart  Among  others 
present  were: 


Campbell-Goldlng.  Mrs  Julia 
Campbell-Cold  Ing.  Mr  Charles 
Stubbed.  Mr  ana  Mrs  Richard 
Thompson,  Mr  and  Mrs  Peter 
Thompson. 

Mr  and  Mis  Julian  Thompson.  Mr 
and  Mrs  Neville  Kirby.  Miss  Ann 
Foster,  Mrs  K  Marshall,  Mr  Robert 
Newman.  Mr  and  Mrs  LJ  Thomas.  Mr 
and  Mrs  MIL  Hayes.  MaJonGenera] 
and  Mrs  Nigel  St  G  Gribbon.  Miss 
Jennifer  Tantrum.  Mr  and  Mrs  Peter 
Ford,  Mr  and  Mrs  Malcolm  Wells,  Mr 
Anthony  Hepper.  Mr  and  Mrs  Norman 
Ireland.  Commodore  Duncan  Miller, 
Mr  Alan  Brabant.  Mr  Nell  Chalmers, 
Commander  F rands  Fonsonby.  Mr  1 
stoinzker. 

DrCHB  Honeybome,  Mr  John  O  R 
Darby,  Mr  Alan  R  Tyrrell,  QC,  Mr 
Charter  F  Hughesdon,  Mr  Edward 
Harfonl.  Mr  Jeremy  KJmber.  Mr  David 
Donne,  Mr  and  Mn  Anthony 
Fradsbam.  Mr  Peter  Cox.  Mr  and  Mrs 
Edward  James,  Mr  John  AbelL  Mr  and 
Mrs  Philip  Johnson,  Mr  and  Mrs  John 
Batsman,  Mrs  Shirley  Cosgrave.  Mr 
Percy  Grieve,  qc  Mr  and  Mrs  Veie 
Fane.  Mr  David  Floyd.  Mr  John  de 
Courcy  Lino. 

Mr  Alan  JM  Miller.  Colonel  and  Mn 
Eric  cooper- Key.  Dr  and  Mrs  John 
Glyn,  Mr  Tim  SatchdL  Mr  George 
Francis.  Mr  Angus  Gribbon,  Mr 
Roland  H1U.  Mr  Josoellne  Grove.  Mr 
James  Thom.  Mr  and  Mrs  J  D 
Alcheriey.  Mrs  v  Davies.  Mbs  Gillian 
Wh  tally.  Ms  GUly  Redman.  Mrs 
Sandra  levers.  Dr  Stuart  McHardy- 
Youog.  Mr  Roger  Squire. 

Mr  D  Stewart  [London  Central 
European  Constituency  Council  also 
representing  the  Member  or  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  City  ot  London  and 
Westminster  south).  Mr  John  G  M  Han 
(Prime  Warden.  Shipwrights'  Com¬ 
pany).  Ms  Jo  Ncary  (representing  Ute 
Chairman  of  BTS).  Mr  Hugh  Lang 
(chairman.  B rammer).  Mr  Peter  E  Mee 
(college  secretary  and  clerk  to  Ute 
governors.  Imperial  College  of 
Science.  Technology  and  Medicine). 
Mr  K  Davis  (Royal  Academy  of 


victor.  Adam  and  Company).  Mbs 
Trigg  (Hardy  Amies)  and  many 
outer  friends  antr  former  colleagues. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  Pierre  Bonnard,  pointer. 
Fbntenay-aux-Rises,  1867;  Louis 
Aragon,  writer.  Paris.  1897;  Eddie 
Cochran,  singer.  Oklahoma  City. 
1938. 

DEATHS:  St  Francis  of  Assisi. 
1226;  William  Morris,  poet,  printer 
and  socialist  London.  1896;  Sir 
Arnold  Bax.  Master  of  die  King’s 
Mustek  1941-53,  Cork,  1953.  Sir 
Malcolm  Sargent  conductor, 
London,  1967;  Woody  Guthrie,  folk 
singer,  New  York,  1967;  Jean 
Anouilh,  dramatist  Lausanne. 
1987;  Sir  Peter  Medawar,  medical 
scientist.  Nobel  laureate  I960. 
London.  1987;  Sir  Alec  Issigonis. 
designer  of  the  Mini  car, 
Birmingham,  1988. 

SOS  became  the  international 
distress  signal  replacing  the  cal! 
sign  CDQ.  1906. 

The  aerosol  was  patented,  1941. 
Postcodes  were  introduced  into 
Britain.  1959. 


Latest  will 

Jon  Pertwcc.  the  actor  whose 
many  roles  in  a  60-year  career 
included  Doctor  Who  and  Worael 
Gummidge  on  television,  left 
£418,995  net  Mr  Pertwee,  of 
London  SW15.  left  the  income  or 
his  estate  to  his  novelist  wife 
ingeborg.  and  the  rest  of  his 
properly  to  his  daughter  D artel 
and  actor  son,  Sean. 


Marriages 

Mr  AJD.D.  Harries 
and  Miss  J.  Austin 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  September  28. 1996.  at  the 
Parish  Chun*  of  St  Mary  the 
Virgin.  The  Lace  Market,  Notting¬ 
ham,  of  Mr  Alastair  Duncan 
Dickson  Harries,  youngest  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  William  Hames.  of 
Sanders tead.  Surrey,  to  Miss  JTll 
Austin,  only  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Malcolm  Austin,  of  Carlton. 
Nottingham.  Canon  James 
Edward  Neale  officiated. 

The  bride,  who  was  given  in 
marriage  by  her  father,  was  at¬ 
tended  by  Stephanie  Jake,  James 
and  Clara  Austin  and  Miss  Jane 
Artus.  Mr  Patrick  Me  Lough  Lin 
was  best  man. 

A  reception  was  held  at 
Edwalton  Hall  Hotel.  Nottingham 
and  the  honeymoon  is  being  spent 
in  the  Caribbean. 

Mr  R.H.  White 
and  Miss  F.B.G.  Bumpus 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Sat¬ 
urday.  September  21.  1996.  al  St 
Mary'S  Church.  Hampstead,  of 
Mr  Roger  Henry  White,  son  or  the 
late  Mr  Victor  White,  and  of  Mrs 
Bessie  White,  to  Miss  Francesca 
Bemardine  Graham  Bumpus. 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Bernard 
Bumpus. 

Needlemakers’ 

Company 

The  following  have  been  elected 
officers  of  the  Need  temakers-  Com¬ 
pany  for  the  ensuing  year 
Master.  Mr  Bruce  Amoy:  Senior 
Warden.  Mr  David  Culling;  Junior 
Warden.  Mr  David  Ezekiel. 


Service  luncheon 

Sudan  Defence  Force 

Sir  Donald  Hawley  presided  ai 

annual  luncheon  of  The  Six 


Sir  Donald  Hawley  presided  ai  the 
annual  luncheon  of  The  Sudan 
Defence  Force  Dinner  Chib  held 
yesterday  al  The  Army  and  Navy 
dub.  The  guest  of  honour  was 
General  5hr  Peter  de  la  Billtere. 


Election 


Dr  Karl  Linktaier  has  been  elected 
President  at  the  British  Veterinary 
Association  for  1996-97. 


Dinners 

Guild  of  Air  Pilots 
and  Navigators 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  Grand 
Master  of  the  Guild  of  Air  Pilots 
and  Air  Navigators,  presided  at  a 
court  meeting  and  dinner  hdd 
yesterday  at  Armourers’  HaH  He 
was  received  by  Dr  Ian  Perry, 
Master.  Air  Chief  Marshal  Sir 
William  Written  also  spoke. 

Haberdashers*  Company 
The  Lord  Mayor,  accompanied  fay 
the  Sheriffs,  with  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  City  Police  and  Mr 
W.F.W.  BischofL  Chairman  of 
Schraders,  were  entertained  at 
dinner  last  night  at  Haberdashers' 
HalL  The  Master.  Mr  Peter  Bed¬ 
ford.  presided  at  what  was  the  last 
dinner  held  in  the  hall  before  its 
demolition  and  redevelopment. 
Among  die  guests  were: 

The  Master  Cutler  In  Hallamshlre, 
the  warden  of  the  Menem.  Grocers 
and  Haberdashers  or  Richmond. 
Yorkshire,  the  Governor  of  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  York,  the 
Master  of  The  Merchants  of  tfteChy 
of  Edinburgh  and  Sir  Michael 
Hopkins. 

Lord  Mayor  of  Westminster 
The  Lord  Mayor  and  Lady  May¬ 
oress  of  Westminster  were  the 
hosts  at  a  dinner  held  last  night  at 
Westminster  Council  House.  The 
guests  induded: 

Mr  and  Mrs  Urs  Aberhard.  Mr  and 
Mis  Marcel  Hungerbuehler.  Mr 
Albeit  Kunz,  Mr  and  Mb  Robert 
Reich,  Mr  Daniel  Senn  and  Miss 
Aranzazu  Marquez. 

Guild  of  Freemen  of  the  City 
of  London 

Vice-Admiral  Sir  Peter  Buchanan, 
Master  of  the  Guild  of  Freemen  of 
the  City  of  London,  and  Lady 
Buchanan  were  the  hosts  at  a 
dinner  held  last  night  at  Trinity 
House.  Rear-Admiral  Patrick 
Rowe,  Deputy  Master  of  Trinity 
House,  and  Sir  Peter  were  the  ! 
speakers.  Lord  and  Lady  Fins  berg.  1 
Sir  Clifford  and  Lady  Chetwood. 
Mr  and  Mrs  N.S.  M unday  and 
Mr  and  Mrs  J.GF.B.  Byllaxn- 
Barnes  were  among  the  guests. 


mamages 

Mr  G.HA  Chisenhaie-Marsb 
and  Miss  L.M.A-  Brockman 
The  engagement  is  announct 
between  Guy.  son  of  Mr  and  t 
Anthony  Chi senh ale- Marsh. 
Mickley.  North  Yorkshire,  and 
LiseUe,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Don  Brockman,  of  Sydney. 
Australia. 

MrCN.  Fotfwrgitl 
and  Miss  R.  Whiter 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Christopher,  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Thomas  FoChergilL  of 
Aust,  South  Gloucestershire,  and 
Rosie,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Robert  Whiter,  of  Los  Angeles. 
California. 

Mr  D.S.  Oppemuui 
and  Miss  MAL  Petit 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  David,  only  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Stuart  Opperman.  of 
Harpenden.  Hertfordshire,  arid 
Marie- Louise,  only  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Adrien  Petit,  of 
Leamington  Spa.  Warwickshire. 
Mr  P.E.M.  Patten 
and  Miss  A.M.  Jardinc 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Piers,  youngest  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Hugo  Patten,  of  Kensing¬ 
ton,  London  Wll.  and  Alexandra, 
elder  daughter  of  Mr  and  fc*:r 
Richard  Jardme,  of  Ashfieid-cuv^ 
Thorpe.  Suffolk. 

Mr  RA.K.  Peace 
and  Miss  S  J.  laggard 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Robert,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Ben  Peace,  of  High  Ongar. 
Essex,  and  Sarah,  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  John  Jaggard.  of 
Willingale,  Essex. 

MrP.M.  Schlnter 
and  Miss  HJ.  Back 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Philip,  son  of  Dr  and  Mrs 
Michael  Schluter.  of  Cambridge, 
and  Helen,  daughter  of  Professor 
and  Mrs  David  Back,  of  Liverpool. 
Mr  AJ.  Simpson 
and  Miss  G.M.S.  Glover 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Andrew,  elder  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  John  C.  Simpson,  of  Copt 
Oak.  Leicestershire,  and 
Genevieve,  younger  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  John  S.  Glover,  or 
Barfbrd.  Warwickshire. 


Church  news 

Appohdments 

The  Rev  Jonathan  Adams.  D: 
ocesan  Local  Ministry  Env¬ 
elopment  Officer  and  Team  Vicar. 
Willington  Team  Ministry,  in 
charge  of  St  Paul:  to  be  Priest-in- 
charge.  St  Silas,  Byker 
(Newcastle). 

The  Rev  John  Armstrong.  Curate. 
Great  Wilbraham,  Little 

Wilbraham  and  Six  Mile  Bottom 
;  and  Ful bourn:  to  be  Priest-in- 
diarge,  Bassingboum  w  Whaddon 

(Ely). 

The  Rev  Gary  Askey,  SSM,  Prior 
of  the  SSM  Community  House. 
Kenningt on:  to  be  license!  within 
die  diocese  or  Southwark. 

The  Rev  Leslie  Austin.  Vkar,  Long 
Preston  (Bradford):  to  tie  Rector, 
Shirwell  Team  Ministry  (Exeter). 
The  Rev  Jonathan  Brice.  Assistant 
Curate.  Victoria  Docks.  The  Ascen¬ 
sion:  id  be  Priest-in -charge.  Vic- 
loria  Docks,  the  Ascension 
(Chelmsford). 

The  Rev  Peter  Biindie,  Vkar, 
Kirkstai!  St  Stephen;  to  be  Vkar. 
Beeston  St  Mary  (Riponl. 

The  Rev  Nigel  Carter.  Assistant 
Curate,  Burmwood:  to  be  Vicar. 
Bentley  (Lichfield). 

The  Rev  James  Dickie,  formerly 
Chaplain,  Clifton  College  (Bristol): 
to  be  Chaplain.  Marlborough  Coll¬ 
ege  (Salisbury). 

The  Rev  Jeremy  Dowding.  Curate 
Risca  (Monmouth,  Church  in 
Wales):  to  be  Priest-in-charge,  St 
Chad,  Whitleigh.  Plymouth 
(Exeter). 

The  Rev  Nigel  Hanley,  Pries t-irv- 
charge.  Great  Fin  bo  rough  w 
Onehouse.  Hariesion,  Buxhall  and 
Sheiland,  and  Acting  Rural  Dean 
or  Siowmarkeh  to  he  Rural  Dean 
of  Stowmarket  and  aontinue  as 
Priest-in-charge  of  the  above  par¬ 
ishes  (St  Edmundsbury  and 
Ipswich). 

The  Rev  Susan  Hope,  Vicar. 
Brighteide  w  WincobanJc.  Shef¬ 
field:  to  be  Vicar,  Chapeltown, 
Sheffield  (Sheffield). 


HMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


WUe  daylight  M  we  and 
any  an  Die  wart  a f  bbn 
wtM  ml  ne  ntebt  is  eom- 
tag.  when  noane  can  work. 
John  9  :  4  ORES) 


BIRTHS 


BAUrevni  -  On  September 
27th.  u>  Saiha  and  Gil.  a  mi 
Patrick  Buga  Watawright,  a 
brother  for  Lake. 

BBEV  -  O a  September  22nd. 
to  Frances  Cnee  de  PutruiQ, 
and  Tom,  a  bob.  Jamas 
Edward  Fallow,  a  brother  tor 
Bush. 

CHORLEY  -  On  26th 
September,  to  Linde  (nfc 
Hobbs)  and  Julian,  a  darting 
daughter,  Lydia  CiltUa.  ■ 
sister  for  itarasba  and  Adam. 

CLAJCXE  -  On  September  17th 
1996,10  Lisa  (ate  Todd)  and 
fenny,  a  beautiful  daughter 
OUvta  Jemima. 

DtriOIC  -  Ob  21st  September 
1996.  to  Lewie  (aim  TanJ. 
wnri  Davftfe  a  Dominic 
Bdwd  David. 

DUHAJKO  -  Jayne  and 
Raymond  are  proud  to 
tbQ  bfatb  of  Jamas 
Alexander  George,  on  15th 
Cep—  label  1996.  “Baht  new 
u  earth  and  sky". 

HURCLOTH  -  Oa  1st  October  at 
Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital, 
to  Selina,  (nde  Gxafftey- 
Smith),  wife  of  Charles 
F  alee  lath,  a  son.  Felix 
Hooton. 

HOOD  -  On  27th  September,  lo 
Charlotte  (aH  Leahy- 
Taylox)  and  Simon,  a 
daughter,  Natasha  Lara 
Leahy  Isabel,  a  sister  for 
Victoria  and  Jamtoi. 

HOWARD  -  To  Hilary  fade 
Fish)  and  Brian,  on 
September  25tb.  a  son. 
William,  a  brother  for  Oliver. 

MO  MARTY  -  On  September 
28th,  in  FtsiuanUe.  lo  Fiona 
(■da  Winn)  and  Brace,  a  eon, 
Ryan  James. 

NSW  THOMS  -  On  28ih 
September  at  The  Portland 
Hospital.  Beautiful 
bonne  Ing  girl,  Nathalie 
OsltUn  Proud  parents  Marie 
and  Robert. 

RAM*  -  On  30th  September  to 
Ann  and  fiinnt,  a  son.  Fetor 
David  Anthony,  brother  tor 
Rachel  and  Hope. 


BIRTHS 


On  Tuesday  September  24th 
H  St.  Mary's  Paddington,  to 
Nicola  (afa  Lovett- 
Standing),  and  Charles,  a 
daughter.  Vitiorla  Ella 
Lupin. 

WARD  -  On  23td  September,  to 
Jane  (nde  Smith)  and 
Anthony,  a  man,  Archie,  a 
brother  tor  Henry  and  Xata. 

WOODWARD  -  On  September 
20th  2996.  to  Camilla  (nde 
Salrubury)  and  Shaun,  a 
daughter  UiriVh 


DEATHS _ 

ABRAMS  -  Oa  30th  September 
Reginald  Frank,  peacefully 
in  Pemlrary  Hospital.  The 


wife,  and  grandfather  of 
Snsle,  her'  husband 
Jonathan;  Juliette  and 
Alexander;  and  his  great¬ 
grandchildren  Charlie  and 


Thursday.  10th  October  al 
2.1  Sp  jm.  followed  by 
interment  la  RosthaU 
Cemetery.  Family  flowers 
only,  but  donations  to 
Stroke  Association,  c/o  BJL 
Shannon  A  Son,  41.  Chora 
mi  Bead,  Tunbridge  WeOs. 
TNI  4SO. 

AMHOVAZa  -  Alfred  CTenyh 
aged  80,  In  hospital,  Sydney 
Australia,  on  October  1st. 


AUSTIN  -  Anthony  Herbert 
Major  CRet*d)  B.TJL  suddenly 
2t  h^nm  on  Simxdiy  2&lb 
September  aged  80  yeses. 
Husband  of  Harforie,  father 
of  David  and  Anne, 
grandfather  of  Katherine, 
Thomas  and  HarrieL  Funeral 
service  nt  Yeovil 
Cttsmatarium  aa  Monday  7th 
October  at  2.30pm.  No 
HOwets  please.  Donations  if 
desired  stay  be  made  for 
K.TJL  Benevolent  Fund  do 
AjG.  Down,  Funeral  Directum. 
66  South  Street.  B  rid  port. 
Doom  DT6  3HN. 


DEATHS 


BARKER  -  Oa  Z7lh  September 
1996,  Janies  Robert,  passed 
peacefully  away  ta  Bedford 
Hospital,  aged  3  years,  of 
Haynes  West.  BvdfonbUra. 
Beloved  son  of  Nigel  and 

Fiona.  Funeral  Service  on 
Holiday  7th  October  at  St. 
Mary  Magdalene  Church. 
Wes  toning  at  11.00 am. 
followed  by  interment  In 
Wes  toning  Cemetery.  No 
flowers  by  request,  bnt 
donations  if  desired  to 
Neeme  Funeral  Service,  The 
Old  Church.  Flirwick  Road. 
Ampthfil,  Beds  MX  45  ZNT. 
Teh  CO  15255  406132.  It  Is 
the  pmentr  wish  that  black 
is  not  worn  at  James* 


mWH  -  The  R.  Hen  Sir 
Patrick  Reginald  Enhn.  on  . 
Tuesday  1st  October  199A, , 
in  Ids  90th  yam.  peacefully ' 
at  home  with  his  family. 
Funeral  service  al  Si. 
George's  Church,  Tbriplow 
an  Mommy  7th  October  at 
11am  followed  by  a  private 
cremation.  Family  flowers 
only  pleesa.  Trees  can  ba 
planted  in  his  memory  by 
arrangement  with  Tbs 
Woodland  Trust.  The 
Autumn  Park.  Dysat  Road, 
Giawtham.  NG31  ALL 


CARVALHO  -  Robert  Nunes, 
died  In  his  90th  year  an  2nd 
October.  Funeral  Spanish 
and  Portuguese  Jews 
Cemetan,  Hoop  Lane. 
Gaidars  Green  NWI  i  today 
CThursdey)  at  4pm  Prayers 

at  Lauderdale  Bead 
Synagogue  W9  on  Monday 
7th  October  at  8pm. 


CNDRM  -  John  Dudley.  BSC" 
MJLE.  aged  SO,  funner  home 
Secretary  of  OS7.C. 
suddenly  and  peacefully  on 
let  October  at  St.  Richard's 
Hospital  Chlch— tug.  deeply 
loved  husband  of  Francesca. 

Funeral  at  St.  Mary’s  Church, 

Flttleworth  on  Wednesday 
9th  October  at  2JO  pn. 
Family  fhnrats  only  please 
tat  donations  if  deslrad  to 
USFjG. 


DYMUI I  -  Walter  Joseph 
Demon  MAE.  On  September 
25th  at  Burnham  Lodge 
M  lining  Heme,  orach  laved 
husband,  father  and 
grandfather  aged  90  years. 
Fvsasd  Master  Wheelwrights 
Company.  It  was  his  wish 
that  this  notice  be  delayed 
until  after  the  family 


SRaS  -  Peter  KBpmU;  died 
peacefully  at  the  Field 
House  Nursing  Home, 
Harpenden.  Herts,  oa  Friday 
27th  September.  Funeral 
Service  to  be  bold  at  St 
Helen’s  Church 

WhtitMiBpMsta  at  12.15 
pm  on  Thursday  10th 
October.  Family  flowers 
only,  otherwise,  iVmaTlons 
gratefully  recel»ed  for  (he 
Cvnrsr  V—ssrCh  Fend,  efo 
Phillips  Funeral  Services, 
Parchment  Hauer.  9  Victoria 
Road,  Harpenden.  Herts.  T0L 
(Q158Z)  461100. 


8th  October  at  1235pm  at 
Matting! ry  Parish  Church 
followed  by  private 
cremation.  Flowers  and 
empririas  toAIV  Goddard 
L*<L  Kent  Road,  Fleet,  Hants. 
Tel:  (01252D  616431. 

Donations  a  dashed  to  The 
Stroke  Association  or 
Imperial  Cancer  Research. 

JACKSON  -  Edith  Ham  of 
London  Wl.  Died  peacefully 
on  September  25th  after  a 
very  long  illneee 
courageously  borne.  Funeral 
at  Golden  Green 
Crematorium,  Hoop  Lane, 
London  NWI  1  at  12  noon  on 
Friday  October  llth.Rowum 
to  K.J.  Bent  A  Co.  1C 
Woetmlnetar  Court. 
Aberdeen  Place.  London 
NW8  8JN.  {0171)  72a  1186. 


HEATH  -  Beniamin  Paul 
Andrew  aged  32,  an  28th 
Septembaz,  fleetly  loved  son 
of  Maud  and  the  lata 
Kenneth  Heath,  toother  of 
Nicholas  and  Sarah.  Funeral 
1b  CvMndvi  o€  lil*  lift  ob 
FrUar4rh  OcioCMr  1L3Q  mm 
at  Hfghgate  Cemetery 
London  1*6.  Donations  if 
desired  to  The  National 
Amt  era  Campaign  c/o 
Leva  nan  A  Sans  Lid,  212 
Bvemholt  Street,  NWI  1BDL 


hjtchim  -  On  Tuesday  1st 
October,  AyMn  Prahefoid 
Hftchln.  passed  away 
peacefully  In  Boynl 
Alexandra  Hospital  in 
Paisley,  fwnti  Professor  of 
Oral  Surgery  at  The 


LEV  -  Charles  David. 
I  peacefully  on  29  th 
September  1996.  Funeral 
Friday  4th  Octobet,  1030am. 
St.  Joseph's  EC  Church,  1 
Bolton  Read.  Chiswick  W4. 


ot  Susan  and  David  and 
urimlfeUieg  of  Lindsay  and 
Anna.  TfcaaksgMag  Service 
ta  St.  James  Church, 
Bronghty  Ferry,  on  Friday 
4th  October  at  IX  am  and 
followed  by  a  private  family 
buriaL 


HCMORLAMD  HUNTER  -  of 
Haflon.  Douglas  Brace  Major 
the  South  Lancashire 
Begiarant,  PWV  (Bat'd.) 
peacefully  In  the  King 
Sdwnrd  vn  Hospital  for 


Sam  and  Louisa.  At  his 


Hospital  for  Officers, 
Braumont  Street,  WIN  2AA 


(Mac),  aged  85.  suddenly  on 
1st  October,  husband  of 
Nancy.  Funeral  at  St  John 
the  Baptist  Cherch.  Bartmm. 
at  11.45  on  8th  October. 
Family  flown  ■  only.  Dona¬ 
tions,  If  wished.  io  ihe 
Church  Restoration  Fund. 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
_ FAX:  0171481  9313 

MEMORIAL  SERVICES  TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


PFRv 


HOLLAND  -  At  Basingstoke 
District  Hospital  on  28th 
September.  Leslie  Victor, 
husband  of  the  late  Rite  and 
father  of  Linda  and  Diane. 


NOOFOB0  -  Stephen  George, 
ef  Paddock  Wood,  Kern,  on 
30th  September  pencefuUy 
aged  82.  Beloved  husband  of 
the  late  Doris  May,  father  of 
Stephen  John  and  stepfather 
of  rump  Charles  Cotonok 


and  great-grandfather.  For 
many  yean  with  Barclays 
Bank  International  and  also 
the  Italian  International 
Bank.  Funeral  service  at  the 
Methodist  Church.  St  Pater 
Street,  Tiverton,  Devon  oa 
Friday  11th  October  1996  it 
llJOOam  followed  by  burial 
at  Tiverton  Cemetery. 
Flowers  and  enquiries  to 
Cross  and  Beale,  27  Brimem 
Road,  Tiverton  EX16  6AS  • 
Teh  (01884)  252227. 

■aM.I»lnlm  iWrfuMitj 
at  borne  on  1st  October. 
Dearly  loved  husband  of 
Odette,  father  to  PanlSuuii, 
Sandy  and  _  Michael. 

DanieL  Funeral  to  he  held  at 
2.30pm  on  Tuesday  8th 
October,  at  The  Church  of  St. 
Margaret  Harpsdea.  Henley- 
tm-TTjiamea.  Oson.  Family 

The  ItanllmmtaM 
Society  c/o  TamoUna  ft  Sou. 


MUR  -  Kenneth  Arthur,  an 
September  30th  1996. 
P«K»fallT  In  hospbal  aged 
89  years.  Emeritus  Professor 
of  Bngllah  Literature 
Liverpool  University  and 
Fellow  of  the  British 

Evelyn. 


(HIGGLES  -  Madge,  died  on 
30th  September  after  a  Mug 
Illneee  bravely  borne.  A 
lovely  and  dear  wife  to  her 
husband  Robert  and  very 
sadly  missed  by  her 
daughter  Carole,  by  her 

Qraniirhl  M  TWi  CUUHlS  amA 

Bora,  by  her  brother  Maurice 
and  by  her  many  other 
relatives  and  friends.  A 
funeral  earrice  win  be  bald 
at  St.  Marys  Church.  OM 
Town.  Eastbourne  on 
Tuesday  8th  October  at 
12.30  pja.  Enquiries  to 
Heine  *  Son  Ltd,  (01323) 
727801. 

SANDERS  OR  -  (Morpeth) 
Northumberland,  Rectory 
Fork,  suddenly  but 
peacefully  on  October  1st 
aged  86  years,  Olive  May 
(SaDyX  Dear  wife  of  the  late 
CoL  John  LUbnrn,  much 
loved  mother  of  Victoria  and 
son-in-law  Richard  also  a 
devoted  grandmother  of 
Nicholas  and  Caroline. 
Funeral  service  Si.  Mary 
Magdalene  Parish  Church, 
Miriam,  Morpeth,  on  Friday 


SOLAR  -  On  September  30th 
1996,  peacefully,  BUrabeth 
Maud,  beloved  wife  of  the 
late  Faddy.  Wonderful 
mother  to  Jane,  Patrick, 
David  and  the  tom  Ian,  and 
adored  by  all  bar 

gi^iMMilMi  ril 

TWQOS  -  Richard  Latosbury 
Trtgge  B3e,  FJX2,  on 
Monday  30th  September, 
of  the  tom  Anna 
Trtgge  and  father  of 
BUrabeth.  Service  nt 


at  Landlcan  Crematorium 
Birkenhead,  Wlrral  on 
Wednesday  October  9th  at 
11.30  am  followed  by 
Memorial  Service  at  St. 
Saviour's  Church  Oxton, 
Wlrral  ax  12JS  pan.  Family 
flowers  only  please. 
Donations  if  desired  to 
Leukaemia  Rrararch.  Grant 
Otswmd  Street.  London  WCJL 
AD  onqwfrlra  to  JLW.  Bell  A 
Son,  Dial  House,  Pasture 
Rond.  Monon,  WlnaL  (0151) 
677  5057. 


Wednesday  9th  Octobm  at 
12.00.  noon.  Further 
Information  from  Edward 
Whftbe  h  Son  Teh  (01*43) 
782136. 

VICKERS  -  Anthony  Ian 
Archibald  poacafelly  an 
27th  September  et 
Tetu erden  Private  nursing 
Hooml  Cmmatian  at  aaMdary 
an  7th  October  at  Chariim. 
near  Ashford.  Memorial 
service  al  St.  Mary’s  Church. 
Stone,  Ml  Twifldn  o* 
19th  October  at  11  am. 


WALKER  -  Nigel  Edmund 
Douglas  at  the  West  Suffolk 
Hospital  after  a  short  masts 
on  29th  September,  aged  74. 
Devoted  husband  of  the  late 
Joy.  Vlee-P  resident  of 
Canlord  School  Old  Boys’ 
Am orisrlon  Much  loved  and 
mlfsvd  by  Ms  stater  Diana 
Spencer  and  by  all  Ms  fondly 
and  friends.  Funeral  service 
et  St.  Leonard's  Church, 
dunhnni  Beds  at  11  am,  on 
Friday  1 1  th  October 

followed  by  interment  at 
Chatham  Sots  Cemetery. 
Fandly  flowers  only  please. 
Enquiries  to  Cooks  Funeral 
Service.  TekC01494)  791 
359. 


WAUrata  -Q»*«  Hogg!  Vivien 
Susanna,  peacefully  «  borne 
an  October  1st.  She  will  be 
gteariy  ralrawl  by  her  sons 

wt-K—j  sssi  mb— 

grandchildren  and  all  her 
tar-Mj  and  friends.  Funeral 
service  Tuesday  &<h  October 
at  1030  am,  at  Putney  Vhte 
Cemetery.  Friends  welnome 
informally  afterwards  at 
Denton  Lodga.  Enquiries  TiL 
Sanders  A  Sonet  Tab  (0181) 
876  4673. 


WMIEAWAY  •  Settle  Lang,  on 
29th  September,  80  years, 
eldest  SOB  Of  the  tote  Boxtla 
and  Violet  Whites  way, 
dourly  loved  by  his  family. 
Funeral  service  Si  James* 
Church.  Wbfbridge.  2j4Spm, 
11th  October.  No  flowers, 
donations  If  desired  to 
Cancer  Research,  C/O  F 
tmtan,  108  High  Si.  Esher. 


fWAfL  On  Sunday  29th 
■iber  at  Prados.  France, 
a  long  Illness.  Swum! 


tour  -  Allis talr  Henry 
magksillT  «m  August  26th, 
beloved  son  of  Arthur  «■! 
Triah  and  loved  brother  of 
Gavin,  Stoart  and  Jo. 
Thanksgiving  Service  at  St 
Andrews  Church,  Oxshott. 
So  trey  ai  5.00pm  Friday 

11th  October.  AD  welcome. 
No  flowers  please. 
Donations,  If  wished,  to 
African  Wfldllfe  Educational 
JSnm  1  Toung. 
Bedford  Home.  16  Bedlort 
St,  Belfast  BT2  7DT. 


WANTED 


PM  l  Ws  ckwa,*.  itom. 

qoUts, 


r  oi7i  age  eaia  i 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


TICKETS 

BA'  BA'S  V  AUSTRALIA. 
ENGLAND  V  NEW  ZEALAND 
5  NATIONS  RUGBY 
T  TURNER.  STING,  PEARL 
JAM.  JACKSON  BROWNE 
METALUCA-GESTEFAN 
ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE 
PHANTOM.  MISS  SAIGON. 
WVERDANC2L  CATS 
SUNSET.  LES  MIS  I 

01713234480 

SPORTS  TICKET 
SPECIALISTS 


ALL  THEATRE 
SPORTING 
EVENTS 
CONCERTS 

C.C’s  Accepted 
Free  Delivery 
Tel:  0171  62S  4171 

AIL  TMSATHE  Co  eon  is.  sporting 
•seats  6  other  sold  oat  erauta. 
ENwfcipe  ragby.  Teh  0171  930 
_  3896  Bam  017)  Q3Q  3B94 

AUL  TICKETS  B  Itnriows.  Tine 
Turaer.  C  Home.  aO  ne|or  pop. 
spo«  a  (besom.  Teh  0171  926 


Yogsshwsrmtanda,  formerly 
known  as  Vera  Mabel  Wright 
CntfeThooneX 


BIRTHDAYS 


rieppT  Itoh  Mith- 

pw  tins,  wbh  I 
e,  have  a  ptot  on 


COURT  &  SOCIAL 

FORTHCOMING  marriages  and  marriages 

Td:  0171  7827347.  Fax  0171  7827725 

Adrertisiug  Rate  blLLSZna- Bar  hw  vat 


,  ^1  I  . 


nhw„Uraite««B,<*PM: 
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Obituaries 


ROBERT  BOURASSA 


Robert  Bourassa,  former 
Premier  of  Quebec  died  of 
skifl  cancer  yesterday  in 
Montreal  aged  03.  He  was 
born  on  July  14, 1933, 


The  Premier  of  Quebec  is 
invariably  a  key  player  in 
Canadian  political  life,  em¬ 
bodying  the  aspirations  of 
the  country's  only  French-speaking 
province  and  its  nearly  seven 
million  people.  However,  even  by 
that  standard,  the  tall,  slender 
slightly  ungainly-looking  Bourassa 
stood  out. 

He  was  at  the  centre  of  an 
extraordinarily  large  number  of 
events  that  helped  to  define  —  or  at 
least  illuminate,  for  good  or  ill  — 
the  relations  between  Quebec  and 
the  country’s  English-speaking  ma¬ 
jority.  These  included  some  of 
Canada’s  most  torrid  and  divisive 
constitutional  crises,  which 
Bourassa  had  a  hand  in  fomenting 
Jfcr  his  aggressive  pursuit  of  Que¬ 
bec’s  incessant  demands  for  in¬ 
creased  legislative  powers. 

A  master  of  the  political  an  of 
ambiguity,  he  was  often  suspected 


by  Canadian  federalists  of  being  a 
secret  supporter  of  the  cause  of 
Quebec  independence  —  a  “closet 
separatist”  But  this  did  not  stop 
him  from  being  equally  suspected 
—  by  autonomy-minded  Quebeck¬ 
ers  —  of  being  too  fond  of  Canada. 

Reservations  about  his  loyalty  to 
the  Confederation  largely  vanished 
during  the  1992  constitutional  refer¬ 
endum  campaign,  when  he  fought 
hard  for  a  package  of  proposalslbr 
renewing  the  Canadian  Constitu-’ 
non.  Neverthcrfess.  the  package 
was  voted  down  in  Quebec  as  if 
was;  paradoxically  enough,' 
throughout  most  of  the  Enriish- 
speaking  Canada.  The  result  left 
Quebec  isolated,  constitutionally 
speaking,  just  ,  as  it  had  been  for 
more  than  ten  years. 

Bourassa  was  in  many  ways  an 
improbable  arbiter  of  the  destinies 
of  so  many  Canadians,  outside  as  . 
well  as  inside  Quebec.  Bookish  and 
even  vaguely  aesthetic  in  appear¬ 
ance,  immensely  dignified  and 
often  aloof,  he  came  across  on  first 
impression  as  anything  but  a  tough 
politician. 

Yet  few  have  ever  relished  the 


political  game  more.  He  became  a 
master  at  defusing  the  unending 
crises,  large  and  small,  that  bedevil 
relations  between  the  French  and 
English  in  Quebec..  Many  of  the 
-  disputes-  relate  to  language; 
Bourassa  himself  was  the  architect 
of  some  highly  explosive  laws- 
aimed  at  curbing  the  use  of 
■  English. 

...  Bom -into  a  lower  middle-class 
family  in  Montreal’s  East  End  — 
.his  father  worked  for  the  Federal 
Government  as  a  documents  clerk 
—  Bourassa  attended  a  Roman 
Catholic  paroduaJ  school  and  then 
the  classical  Br&beuf  College.  After 
graduating  from  college  he  studied 
few  at  the  University  of  Montreal 
on  a  scholarship.  Later  academic 
awards  enabled  him  to  study 
'.  -economics  at  Oxford  and  tax  law  at 
Harvard. 

He  spent  a  few  years  working, 
successively;  as  a  Canadian  Gov¬ 
ernment  financial  adviser,  a  univ¬ 
ersity  lecturer  in  economics,  and 
finally  as  secretary  to  a  provincial 
commission  examining  Quebec's 
financial  structure.  Then,  in  1966, 
he  entered  politics  and  was  elected 


to  the  Quebec  National  Assembly 
as  liberal  member  for  Montreal's 
Merrier  riding. 

On  January  17,  1930,  he  was 
elected  leader  of  the  Quebec  liberal 
Party,  in  a  three-way  race.  Little 
mare  than  three  months  later,  on 
April  29. 1970.  he  was  at  the  helm  as 
the  Liberals  swept  the  ultra-right- 
wing  Union  Nationals  out  of  office, 
.  Thus,  at  thh  age  of  36.  he  became 
the  youngest-ever  Premier  of  Cana¬ 
da's  largest  and  second  most  popu¬ 
lous  province. 

Bourassa  had  been  Premier  for 
hardly  more  than  six  months  when 
Quebec  was  rocked  by  the  so-called 
“October  crisis"  involving  the  kid¬ 
napping  of  a  British  trade  commis¬ 
sioner  and  the  kidnapping  and 
murder  of  a  provincial  Cabinet 
minister  by  a  terrorist  group 
known  as  the  Front  de  Liberation 
du  Quebec 

The  abductors  were  eventually 
captured  and  sent  to  prison,  but  not 
before  the  Federal  Government  — 
at  Bourassa 's  request  —  invoked 
Canada's  War  Measures  Act,  a 
form  of  martial  law.  Hundreds  of 
suspected  FLQ  sympathisers  were 


rounded  up  and  thrown  into  prison 
for  varying  periods  without  ever 
being  charged.  Many  Canadians 
never  forgave  Bourassa  for  his  part 
in  what  they  considered  an  arro¬ 
gant  and  shameful  trampling  on 
people’s  basic  rights. 

Bourassa’s  liberals  were  re¬ 
elected  in  1973  but  suffered  a 
humiliating  defeat  at  the  hands  of 
the  pro- independence  Parti  Quebe- 
cois  in  1976.  Crushed  and  bewil¬ 
dered.  he  relinquished  the  party 
leadership,  but  got  it  back  after 
spending  a  few  years  in  the  political 
wilderness.  In  1985,  he  got  his 
revenge  on  the  Parti  Qulbecois. 
who  in  the  meantime  had  lost  an 
independence  referendum  but  won 
a  second  term.  In  1989  he  trounced 
them  again  for  an  astonishing 
fourth  majority  win  in  6 ve  elections 
as  Premier.  He  resigned  the  Pre¬ 
miership  because  of  ill  health  in 
1994. 

While  at  the  University  of  Mon¬ 
treal.  Bourassa  had  met  Andrfe 
Simard,  a  girl  from  a  family  of  rich 
Quebec  industrialists.  They  were 
married  in  1958.  She  and  their  son 
and  daughter  survive  him. 
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Aubrey  Brabazon.  Irish 
jockey,  died  on 

September  30  aged  76.  He 
was  born  on  January  7. 

1920. 

AUBREY  BRABAZON  was  a 
jockey  blessed  with  perfect 
hands,  superb  balance  in  the 
saddle,  and  an  uncanny  mas¬ 
tery  of  tactics  in  a  race.  But, 
above  all,  he  fused  this  talenr 
and  understanding  into  a 
rapport  with  his  mounts,  and 
this  was  nowhere  better  dem¬ 
onstrated  than  with  Cottage 
Rake  and  Hatton’s  Grace  — 
both  trained  by  Vincent  O’Bri- 
ogn  —  which  he  rode  to  win 
^hree  Cheltenham  Gold  Cups 
and  two  Champion  Hurdles 
respectively. 

Through  their  joint  exploits, 
which  made  raring  history 
and  first  established  the  poten¬ 
cy  of  the  Irish  challenge  at  the 
season’s  greatest  National 
Hunt  meeting  at  Cheltenham, 
their  rider  became  a  legend  in 
his  native  land,  known  simply 
as  “die  Brab".  Such  was  the 
fame  of  his  deeds  that  they 
even  gave  rise  to  verse: 
Aubrey’s  up.  the  money’s 
down.  /  the  frightened  book¬ 
ies  quake.  /  come  on.  my  lads, 
and  give  a  cheer.  /  Begod .  tis 
Cottage  Rake.” 

Yet  the  sequence  of  success 
had  an  unlikely  genesis.  Cot¬ 
tage  Rake,  a  nine-year-old, 
came  to  Cheltenham  in  1948 
with  only  one  previous  win 
over  fences,  and  had  fallen  in 
the  Leopard  stown  Chase 

immediately  proceeding  the 
Cheltenham  Gold  Cup.  O’Bri¬ 
en,  also  on  his  way  to  becom¬ 
ing  a  legend,  and  Brabazon. 
tevere  so  nervous  before  the  big 
"event  that  they  had  to  stiffen 
their  resolve  with  a  large  port 
and  brandy  at  the  bar,  despite 
the  rider  being  clad  in  his  silks 
and  weiglied  out  for  the  race. 

Cottage  Rake  started  at 
odds  of  10-1 .  which  beforehand 
seemed  a  realistic  assessment 
of  his  chance  of  taking  Nat¬ 
ional  Hunt  racing’s  crown  of 
crowns.  But  the  reality  was 
different  Approaching  the  fi¬ 
nal  fence  he  rook  the  lead. 
Then.  the  better-fancied 
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“Aubrey's  up,  the  money's  down”:  Brabazon  on  the  1950  Cheltenham  Gold  Cup  winner.  Cottage  Rake 


Happy  Home,  owned  by  Miss 
Dorothy  Paget  and  ridden  by 
another  outstanding  Irish 
jockey.  Martin  Malany, 
outjumped  him. 

O’Brien  was  watching  from 
this  point  saw  Happy  Home’s 
prodigious  leap,  and  started 
back  to  the  unsaddling  enclo¬ 
sure  gloomily  assuming  Cot¬ 
tage  Rake  was  beaten.  But  he 
had  reckoned  without  Bra  ba¬ 
zoo’s  coolness  and  skill  in  the 
saddle.  Cottage  Rake  overtook 
Happy  Home  on  the  stiff 
uphill  run-in  and  won  by  a 
length  and  a  half  without  his 
rider  ever  touching  him  with 
the  whip. 

Aubrey  Brabazon  was  bom 
at  the  Curragh.  His  earliest 
riding  experience  was  gained 
with  his  father.  Cedi,  who  ran 
a  successful  mixed  training 


yard,  and  with  J.T.  Rogers. 
His  first  winner  came  at  the 
age  of  15  on  Queen  Christina 
at  Phoenix  Park  and  in  Janu¬ 
ary  1944  he  first  rode  for 
Vincent  O'Brien. 

This  association,  which  was 
to  bear  such  fruit  was  success¬ 
ful  again,  after  the  first  Gold 
Cup  victory,  when  Cottage 
Rate  and  Brabazon  were  un¬ 
beaten  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  next  season.  They,  tri¬ 
umphed  in  the  important  Em¬ 
blem  Chase  at  Manchester,  in 
the  prestigious  King  George 
VI  Chase  at  Kempton  Park  on 
the  day  after  Boxing  Day  1948. 
and  then  once  more,  this  time 
at  adds-on,  in  the  Cheltenham 
Gold  Cup. 

This,  Brabazon  later  admit¬ 
ted,  was  a  hard-won  victory. 
But  the  third  Gold  Cup  in  1950 


saw  Cottage  Rake,  again  odds- 
on.  a  10-length  winner.  Braba¬ 
zon  having  made  a  vital 
tactical  derision  and  unexpect¬ 
edly  taken  up  the  running  four 
fences  from  home.  This  move 
had  completely  surprised  his 
old  adversary.  Martin  MaJ- 
ony,  who  was  able  to  do  no 
more  than  trail  in  second 
Hatton's  Grace,  Brabazon’s 
other  hero,  was  a  completely 
different  sort  of  horse  from 
Cottage  Rake.  Although  he 
had  been  bought  for  only  18 
guineas  and  looked  unprepos¬ 
sessing.  the  crowd  adored 
him —  as  well  they  might,  for 
he  won  three  Champion  Hur¬ 
dles,  two  of  them,  in  1949  and 
1950,  superbly  ridden  by  Brab¬ 
azon.  Brabazon  later  recalled 
his  “old  pal":  “We  didn't  know 
too  much  about  him  the  first 
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year,  but  there  was  no  fluke 
about  any  of  his  Champion 
Hurdle  wins.” 

The  jumps  apart.  Brabazon 
was  also  a  great  practitioner 
on  the  Flat  In  1948  he  cap¬ 
tured  the  Irish  Oaks  for  the 
Aga  Khan,  which  prompted 
an  amusing  recollection  from 
him:  “The  Aga  was  not  at  the 
Curragh  so  when  Masaka 
beat  the  Aly  Khan’s  Amina  by 
a  length,  the  Aly  Khan  still 
had  to  lead  in  the  winner. 
Since  he'd  had  £500  on  Amina 
he  was  muttering  a  few 
unrepea  tables  under  his 
breath  as  he  tried  to  smile  for 
the  photographers." 

Brabazon  also  won  the  Irish 
2.000  guineas  on  Mighty 
Ocean  in  1950  and  in  1946  he 
had  shared  the  Irish  jockeys’ 
championship  with  his  old 
rival  and  friend,  Martin 
Maiony  with  30  successes 
apiece.  Altogether,  in  Ireland 
alone  under  both  sets  of  rules 
he  rode  406  winners. 

In  1961  he  took  out  a 
trainer's  licence,  his  best  horse 
being  My  Kuda  who  took  the 
1966  Ulster  Harp  Derby  and 
was  placed  at  Royal  Ascot  and 
in  the  Goodwood  Cup.  Braba¬ 
zon  was  also  a  former  director 
of  the  Curragh  Bloodstock 
Agency  and  in  1983  was  made 
an  honorary  member  of  the 
Irish  National  Hunt  Steeple¬ 
chase  Committee. 

His  brilliance  as  a  jockey 
apart,  Brabazon  is  warmly 
remembered  both  in  Ireland 
and  by  the  raring  fraternity  in 
this  country  as  a  thorough¬ 
going  gentleman. 

He  leaves  his  widow,  Ethne. 
four  sons  and  three  daughters. 


Douglas  Hyde,  journalist 

and  political  campaigner, 
died  on  September  19 

aged  85.  He  was  born  on 
April  8. 1911. 

“I  HAVEN  T  lived  two  fives.” 
wrote  Douglas  Hyde  shortly 
before  his  death.  Nonetheless, 
his  book.  /  Believed,  published 
in  1951.  charted  the  at  best 
idiosyncratic,  at  worst  dupl¬ 
icitous,  life  of  a  man  who  was 
to  move  from  an  impassioned 
belief  in  communism  and  an 
'editorial  job  at  the  Daily 
Worker  to  a  conversion  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith. 

Hyde  himself  said  that  there 
had  been  a  continuum  in  his 
life  which  had  always  been  the 
most  meaningful  thing  to  him. 
The  sceptical  Rajani  Palme 
Dutt  the  great  theorist  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  Great 
Britain,  might  have  suggested 
bitterly  that  this  continuum 
could  be  traced  to  the  fact  that 
Hyde  had  acted  as  a  police  spy 
all  along.  But  for  Hyde  it  lay 
rather  in  his  commitment  to 
die  plight  of  the  politically 
repressed  and  his  fight  for 
social  justice.  As  a  Roman 
Catholic  he  was  in  sympathy 
not  with  the  conservative 
Right  but  with  the  ideals  of 
liberation  theology  —  the 
ground  where  Christianity 
and  Marxism  meet.  With  the 
election  of  John  Paul  II  to  the 
papacy  he  grew  rapidly  disaf¬ 
fected  with  the  gospel  of 
quiescence  which  the  Vatican 
preached  and  drifted  away 
from  the  Church  again,  turn¬ 
ing  once  more  towards  his  old 
socialist  ideals. 

Douglas  Hyde’s  somewhat 
erratic  odyssey  was  to  begin 
against  the  most  conventional 
of  petit  bourgeois  back¬ 
grounds.  His  parents  were 
Methodists  and  Hyde  was  at 
first  drawn  towards  the  Meth¬ 
odist  ministry.  But  as  a  young 
man  he  went  regularly  to 
"Spo uters  Comer”  on  the  Bris¬ 
tol  Downs  where  he  found  the 
provincialism  of  his  upbring¬ 
ing  challenged  by  such  orators 
as  Lewis  Jones,  the  militant 
Welsh  miner,  and  Wal 
Hannington,  a  Communist, 
speaking  in  defence  of  the 
executed  American  anar¬ 
chists.  Sacco  and  Vanzetti. 

It  was  after  hearing  the 
latter  that  Hyde,  much  to  the 
consternation  of  his  staunchly 
Liberal  father,  joined  the 
International  Class  War  Pris¬ 
oners’  Association  in  1927.  A 
year  later  he  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Communist  Party 
and  his  theological  studies 
were  cast  aside  in  favour  of  an 
earnest  pursuit  of  Marxist  and 
Leninist  dogmas.  At  that  time. 
Hyde  wrote  in  /  Believe: 
“Christ  stood  for  me  eternally, 
whip  in  hand  in  the  Temple, 
turning  out  the  money¬ 
changers.” 

Moving  to  North  Wales  in 
1930 — the  only  member  of  the 
CPGB  in  the  area  —  Hyde 
threw  himself  frenetically  into 
tiie  task  of  furthering  his 


political  ideals.  He  established 
new  CPGB  branches  in  the 
region,  organised  Left  Book 
Club  groups  and  stalwartiy 
supported  the  Republican 
cause  during  the  Spanish  Civil 
War.  launching  the  Spanish 
Medical  Aid  Ambulance 
Fund.  He  was  later  to  retail 
the  period  as  one  of  the  best 
and  most  personally  satisfying 
of  his  life. 

In  1938  he  moved  to  Surrey 
where,  instructed  by  the  party, 
he  joined  the  Woking  Labour 
Club,  enticing  many  of  its 
members  over  to  Ms  cause  and 
eventually  staging  a  collective 
pullout  to  form  a  new  CPBG 
branch.  He  also  edited  the 
newspaper  Atom  for  a  while, 
before  progressing  to  the  edi¬ 
torial  staff  of  the  Daily 
Worker. 

Because  of  ill-health.  Hyde 
was  not  called  up  on  the 
outbreak  of  war  and.  after  a 
1941  Government  ban  of  the 
Daily  Worker  which  was  to 
last  for  more  than  18  months, 
he  worked  to  set  up  an  illegal 
CPGB  newspaper.  It  was  nev¬ 
er  distributed  and  when  the 
ban  on  the  Daily  Worker  was 
lifted  in  September  1942  he 
returned  to  his  post  as  news 
editor. 

After  the  war.  however, 
increasing  Stalinist  clamp- 
downs  in  Eastern  Europe 
shook  the  foundations  of 
Hyde's  Communist  convic¬ 
tions.  Fervent  in  his  idealism, 
his  disillusionment  was  corre¬ 
spondingly  profound.  The  exe¬ 
cution  of  a  former  colleague, 
Ludwig  Freund,  Czechoslova¬ 
kia's  Communist  Minister  of 
the  Economy,  crystallised  his 
doubts.  Hyde,  who  had  any¬ 
way  been  surreptitiously  fol¬ 
lowing  a  course  of  induction 
into  the  Roman  Catholic  faith, 
was  spotted  by  a  CP  member 


leaving  a  church.  He  an¬ 
nounced  publicly  that  he  was 
defecting  from  the  party  and. 
amid  the  ensuing  furore,  re¬ 
signed  his  job  at  the  DarYv 
Worker. 

Perhaps,  however,  his  volte 
face  was  not  as  abrupt  as  it  at 
firsT  seemed.  Hyde  went  on  to 
work  as  a  lecturer  and  corres¬ 
pondent  in  the  developing 
world,  focusing  on  the  same 
issues  of  poverty  and  injustice 
which  had  so  inflamed  his 
passions  as  a  young  man.  He 
campaigned  for  the  release  of 
political  prisoners  and  he  him¬ 
self  spent  a  total  of  more  than 
two  years  incarcerated  in  Asia. 
He  nearly  died  during  his 
imprisonment  in  the  infamous 
“tiger  cages”  of  Con  Son 
Island. 

However,  in  the  wake  of  the 
cautious  tone  struck  by  the 
current  Pope,  Hyde  became 
increasingly  disillusioned  by 
the  anodyne  approaches  of  the 
Vatican  towards  problems  of 
social  justice.  He  no  longer 
practised  as  a  Catholic,  and 
lapsed  increasingly  back  to¬ 
wards  his  earlier  political 
beliefs.  He  sought  he  wrote  in 
1992.  to  identity  the  elements 
of  Marxism  which  still  re¬ 
mained  valid  for  him.  “I  dung 
and  cling  to  my  historical 
materialism  as  the  only  thing 
that  made  sense  of  history  and 
have  continued  over  the  years 
also  to  believe  that  the  CP 
produced  the  best  people  I 
have  known." 

Even  in  fits  last  years  when 
his  health  was  severely  declin¬ 
ing  he,  in  the  company  of  his 
clree  companion  Rosemary 
Logan,  could  be  found  at 
meetings  and  demonstrations, 
campaigning  against  racism 
or  nuclear  weaponry. 

He  is  survived  by  three  sons 
and  a  daughter. 


Douglas  Hyde,  front  at  the  Vatican 
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NON-INTRUSION  RIOT  AT 
RESOLIS,  NEAR  CROMARTY. 

(FROM  A  CORRESPONDENT.} 

We  regret  id  announce  thai  ihe  spirit  of 
riotous  opposition  for  members  of  the  Free 
Church  fo  the  settlement  of  ministers  in  the 
vacant  parishes,  which  exhibited  itself  at 
Roskeen  last  week  in  the  deforcement  of  the 
Presbytery,  was  on  Thursday  last,  the  28th  of 
September,  exceeded  in  violence  at  Resolis.  a 
parish  situate  a  short  distance  to  the  west  of 
Cromarty.  The  following  particulars  for  an 
eye-witness  may  be  relied  upon.  Thursday 
being  the  day  appointed  for  the  settlement  of 
the  Rev.  Lewis  Rose,  presentee  to  the  parish  of 
Resolis.  vacant  by  the  secession  of  the  Rev.  D. 
Sage,  the  nv.  members  of  Presbytery.  Colonel 
Hugh  BaHlie.  M.P.  of  Redcasde,  and  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  the  county,  Sheriff  Jardine.  and 
other  gentlemen,  acmmpanied  by  ladies,  set 
out  from  the  residence  of  Sir  Hugh  Fraser,  at 
BraefangwelL  in  vehicles;  but  on  arriving 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  church,  they 
found  that  the  church  was  surrounded  by  a 
numerous  party  of  males  and  females,  for  the 
most  part  under  mature  age.  and  that  a  few 
minutes  previously,  on  perceiving  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  Mr.  H.T.  Cameron,  procurator  fiscal 
of  the  district,  and  a  sheriffs  officer,  titty  had 
at  once  forbade  their  approach  to  the  church. 


ON  THIS  DAY 

October  3, 1842 


In  a  number  of  parishes  in  the  Church  of 
Scotland  the  settlement  of  a  minister 
without  the  consent  of  the  congregation 
was  deemed  to  bean  intrusion. 


greeting  them  with  a  voUey  of  stones  ... 

They  were  not,  however,  permitted  to 
proceed,  for  mi  coming  within  reach,  vollies  of 
stones  were  hurled  at  them  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  oblige  them  to  retreat.  Matters  having 
now  assumed  a  most  alarming  appearance,  an 
officer  and  three  or  four  revenuecuflermen. 
who  were  in  the  neighbourhood,  were  hastily 
brought  up,  armed  merely  with  their  cutlasses 
and  pistols.  One  douWe-barrrfkd  gun  and  a 
few  pistols  were  all  the  arms  that  could  be 
distributed  in  addition  among  the  maiptainm 
of  the  law,  others  being  obliged  to  provide 
themselves  with  sticks.  Having  formed  in  as 
good  order  as  possible,  with  die  four 


cutlermen  in  from,  the  Presbytery  and  escort, 
preceded  by  the  sheriff,  again  advanced 
towards  the  church,  and  were  received,  when 
.  within  reach,  by  vollies  of  stones.  The  sheriff 
then  read  the  Riot  Act.  but.  before  concluding 
it.  would  have  been  brought  to  the  ground  by  a 
sione,  which  he  only  avoided  by  bobbing  his 
head.  The  non-intrusion  rioters  bad  placed  the 
women  in  front,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  the 
legal  authorities  would  hesitate  firing  while 
they  were  in  the  way.  and  the  men  were 
ranged  hehind  them,  and  kepi  up  an  incessant 
discharge  of  stones  as  large  as  they  could  hurl. 
One  woman,  more  bold  than  the  rest 
advanced  so  near  that  Mr.  Cameron,  the 
Procurator  Fiscal,  seizai  her:  she  resisted, 
however,  so  vigorously  that  it  was  not  untQ 
they  had  both  fallen  and  rolled  upon  the  earth 
that  she  was  secured,  placed  in  a  gig,  and 
driven  off  to  Cromarty  gpol  by  a  messenger  at 
arms.  Scarcely  a  person  had  not  been  struck 
by  stones  before  the  order  was  given  to  fire 
upon  the  rioters.  One  man  was  apparently 
wounded  in  the  leg,  and,  not  possessing 
further  ammunition,  the  revenue  officer  then 
ordered  the  party  locharge  with  their  cutlasses 
and  with  sticks.  At  this  juncture,  he  was 
knocked  down,  and  had  a  rib  fractured,  and, 
about  the  same  instant,  he  received  a  severe 
wound  on  the  back  of  the  neck  from  a  missile. 
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THE  TIMES  TODAY 


THURSDAY  OCTOBER  3  1996 


Multiple  birth  woman  loses  babies 

■  Mandy  Allwood  was  said  to  be  devastated  alter  losing  her 
remaining  five  babies  and  die  dream  of  becoming  the  first 
woman  to  give  birth  to  octuplets. 

Miss  Allwood,  whose  pregnancy  sparked  an  ethical  debate 
over  fertility  treatment,  selective  abortion  and  chequebook 
journalism,  had  been  told  on  Monday  that  it  would  be  a 
miracle  if  any  of  the  babies  were  to  survive _ _ Page  I 

Labour  unlikely  to  join  single  currency 

■  The  Labour  leadership  is  edging  towards  a  decision  to  stay 

out  of  the  first  wave  of  a  European  single  currency  if  it  goes 
ahead  in  I999.The  party’s  most  influential  figures  are  privately 
voicing  serious  doubts  over  whether  a  Labour  government 
coming  to  power  next  year  would  want  to  make  such  a  mom¬ 
entous  move  so  soon  after  entering  office _ Pages  1, 10,  II 


Peace  talks  deadlock 

President  Clin  ion's  emergency 
Middle  East  summit  broke  up 
without  any  resolution  of  the  is¬ 
sues  dividing  the  Israelis  and 
Palestinians _ Pages  t,  16 

Lorry’s  ‘secret* 

A  lorry  driver  travelled  the  coun¬ 
try  for  ten  days  with  the  body  of 
the  French  student  Celine  Figard 
in  the  back  of  his  cab  after  she 
was  raped,  beaten  and  strangled, 
a  court  was  told _ Page  3 

Bribery  law 

Plans  to  tighten  the  law  on  brib¬ 
ery  and  corruption  by  MPs  and 
other  public  officials  are  being 
drawn  up  by  the  Government’s 
top  law  body,  the  Law 
Commission _ Page  4 

Yuppie  flu  mistake 

Patients  with  extreme  fatigue 
have  been  misled  by  claims  that 
they  are  suffering  from  so-called 
yuppie  flu.  three  royal  medical 
colleges  said - - Page  5 

Fertility  court  case 

A  woman  who  was  banned  from 
using  her  dead  husband's  sperm 
to  have  a  baby  thought  she  was 
pregnant  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
the  High  Court  was  told .  Page  6 

Bird  survey  confusion 

A  new  survey  of  Britain's  birds 
has  thrown  into  confusion  previ¬ 
ous  notions  of  declining  numbers 
by  including  habitats  not  normal¬ 
ly  considered,  such  as  urban  and 
suburban  areas ... _ Page  8 

Mystery  man  gives  money  to  the  Scots 

■  A  mystery  Englishman  claiming  to  be  a  millionaire  lottery 
winner  has  been  astonishing  people  in  Inverness  by  trying  to 
give  his  money  away  to  every  stranger  he  meets.  The  fast- 
talking  Londoner,  with  tattooed  arms,  who  calls  himself  both 
Kevin  and  Stevie-boy,  has  been  producing  wads  of  notes  in 
bars,  carparks  and  taxis . . Page  I 


Thatcher  by  Kohl 

Baroness  Thatcher  was  a  driven 
woman  who.  according  to  Chan¬ 
cellor  Helmut  Kohl,  never  let  him 
get  a  word  in  edgeways.  Whenev¬ 
er  he  tried  she  used  to  snap  at  him 
not  to  interrupt  her — _  Page  9 

School  tables  help 

Independent  schools  agreed  ac¬ 
tion  to  help  those  of  its  number 
they  believe  suffer  unjustly  from 
the  Government's  examination 
league  tables _ Page  12 

Waiting  to  march 

Taleban  Islamic  soldiers  are 
massed  at  die  mouth  of  the  strate¬ 
gic  Salang  Tunnel  in  northern 
Afghanistan,  waiting  spirits  for 
the  order  to  march _ Page  13 

Squabbling  Nobel 

The  Swedish  Academy,  which 
will  today  announce  the  Nobel 
Prize  for  Literature,  is  a  divided 
club  dominated  by  squabbling 
professors,  lexicologists  and 
introspective  writers . Page  14 

70  die  in  crash 

All  70  people  aboard  a  Peruvian 
jetliner  were  feared  dead  after  it 
crashed  in  the  Pacific,  near  the 
capita],  Lima - Page  15 

European  summit 

A  bout  of  squabbling  between 
France  and  Italy  heightened  con¬ 
cern  that  a  special  European 
summit  could  highlight  discord 
among  member  states  as  they 
strive  to  design  a  more  coherent, 
streamlined  Union Page  17 


Douglas  Hogg,  the  Agricultral  Minister,  being  protected  at  a  West  Country  dairy  show  as  farmers,  angry  at  BSE  policy,  jostled  him.  Page2 


EH 


Norwich  Union lAlmost  three  mil¬ 
lion  investors  and  policyholders 
will  receive  an  average  £500  worth 
of  free  shares  when  it  floats  on  the 
stock  market  next  summer  Page  25 

Lottery:  The  regulator  of  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Lottery  is  contemplating  legal 
action  against  CameloL . Page  25 

Hotel  float  Shares  in  Thistle  Ho¬ 
tels.  Britain's  second  largest  hotel 
group,  have  been  priced  at  170p,  the 
bottom  of  the  previously  indicated 
range  of  170p  -  210p.  The  price 
reflects  City  sentiment  that  the  offer 
was  too  expensive _ Page  25 

Markets:  The  FT-SE  100  rase  229 
points  to  close  at  4015.1.  Sterling’s 
trade-weighted  index  rose  from 
87.0  to  87 3  after  a  rise  from  $1.5640 
to  $1-5677  and  from  DM2J864  to 
DM23936 . . . Page  28 


V  T-JV 


Football:  Glenn  Hoddle  has  insti¬ 
tuted  a  strict  regime  for  the  Eng¬ 
land  squad,  cancelling  weekend 
leave  in  advance  of  the  World  Cup 
match  against  Poland - Page  48 

Cricket  Graham  Gooch  has  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  England  A  tour  to 
Australia  because  his  father  is  ill. 
Mike  Gatting  will  replace  him  as 

coach _ Page  44 

Rugby  league:  South  Wales  re¬ 
fused  an  offer  to  play  in  the  first 
division  and  pulled  out  of  the  Rug¬ 
by  Football  League,  three  weeks 
after  being  denied  a  fast  track  into 
the  Super  League - Page  42 

Tamils:  Greg  Rusedski  reached  the 
quarter-finals  of  the  Singapore 
Open  with  a  straight-sets  victory 
over  Grant  Stafford,  of  South 
Africa - - Page  42 


Films  of  the  week:  Jude,  Holly¬ 
wood's  adaptation  of  Thomas  Har¬ 
dy's  novel,  turns  out  to  be  more 
austere  mystery  than  cinematic  de¬ 
light,  with  the  notable  exception  of 
Kate  Winslet’S  mesmerising  perfor¬ 
mance:  Eddie  Murphy  remakes  the 
Jerry  Lewis  classic  The  Nutty 
Professor _ _ Page  35 

Pop  heroes:  Forgot  Oasis.  Suede 
are  back,  with  a  new  British  tour 
that  sees  them  in  better  form  than 
ever _ Page  35 

Light  touch:  Peter  Blake  has  fun 
with  the  Old  Masters  at  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Gallery,  transferring  classi¬ 
cal  madonnas  to  California's  Ven¬ 
ice  Beach _ _ _ Page  36 

New  on  video:  Lavish  costumes, 
miles  of  ruffles  and  big  wigs:  the 
charms  of  Restoration . Page  37 


IN  THE  TIMES 

■  SPORT 
Lynne  Truss.on 
the  foreign 
glamour-pusses  of 
the  Premiership 

■  POP 

David  Sindair  on  new 
albums  by  punks  Skunk 
Anansie,  and  folk 
singer  Shawn  Colvin 


Housewife/superstar  Juliet  Ste¬ 
venson  talks  to  Mary  Riddell  about 
motherhood,  acting  and  her  polit¬ 
ical  feelings . . . Pag*  W 

Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford  explains  the 
decision  on  chronic  fatigue  syn¬ 
drome,  plus  aneurisms  of  the  aorta, 
a  new  drug  for  high  blood  pres¬ 
sure.  poor  nourishment  for  High¬ 
lands  pensioners . Page  18 


History  and  beauty:  Roy  Porter  on 
a  masterful  account  of  a  continent: 
Matthew  Parris  studies  an  androg¬ 
ynous  Tony  Blair  Pippa  Green¬ 
wood  on  flowers - Pages  38.  39 


Where  did  you  go  this  summer? 
Spain  and  Greece  were  favourites, 
with  Italy  a  dose  third.  Staying  at 
home  was  popular,  too. —  Page  41 

Bargains  of  the  week:  On  horse¬ 
back  through  South  Africa  or  bik¬ 
ing  through  Provence Page  40 


Thanks  to  the  investments  made  in 
the  ‘Glorious  Thirties',  France  is 
one  of  the  best  equipped  countries 
as  far  as  transport  infrastructure  is 
concerned.  France  has  not  yet  expe¬ 
rienced  a  British-style  decline 
marked  by  massive  dilapidation 
which  worsens  public  transport 
But  the  drastic  reduction  of  the 
TGV  programme  is  a  kind  of  alarm 
signal  —  Le  Monde 


Preview.  Peter  Green,  once  of  Fleer- 
wood  Mac.  is  in  the  comeback  trail 
The  Works  {BBC2.  8pm).  Rovfa* 
Lynne  Truss  wishes  the  RjIdarfcyS 
had  stayed  away . . Page  47 


A  harder  emu 

Labour  is  still  wedded  to  the  soda] 
chapter.  But  on  the  European  issue 
that  most  divides  the  country.  Lab¬ 
our  may  have  become  a  safer  bet 
than  it  was . . Page  21 

Hong  Kong  challenge 

China  is  unlikely  to  respect  the 
Joint  Declaration  after  July,  1997,  if 
Britain  fails  to  challenge  a  breach 
while  it  still  governs  " 
Kong. 


Hone 
-Page  21 

Beyond  the  toaster 

The  Consumers'  Assodation  will 
offer  Making  Markets  Work,  its 
agenda  for  the  next 
Britishgovemment - 


WILLIAM  REES-MOGG 

This  week  of  sleazy  brouhaha  may 
well  signal  the  end  of  17  years  of 
Tory  administration.—™,  page  20 
PETER  RIDDELL 
The  main  difference  between  the 
parties  on  Europe  is  that  a  majority 
of  Tories  regard  a  single  currency 
as  a  constitutional  question  and 
most  on  the  Labour  side  see  it  as  an 

economic  one - -  Page  11 

JACK  STRAW 
The  inappropriate,  adversarial  the¬ 
atre  of  the  youth  court  must  be 
exchanged  for  an  inquisitorial  sys¬ 
tem  and  endless  cautions  must  be 
replaced  with  a  final  warning, 
which  will  trigger  intervention  by 
family  and  community  —  Page  20 
JOHN  BRYANT 
Unlike  America.  Britain's  political 
parties  seem  far  less  sure  footed, 
when  it  comes  to  making  use 
former  sportsmen.  Not  many  of 
them  enter  the  Westminster  stakes, 
and  when  they  do  they  rarely 
shine - Page  44 


Robert  Bourassa,  Premier  of  Que¬ 
bec:  Aubrey  Brabazon,  Irish  jock¬ 
ey:  Douglas  Hyde,  journalist  and 
political  campaigner - Page  23 


Blair's  promises;  loved  ones  in  the 
8T  Global  Challenge;  Liverpool 
and  the  slave  trade:  Sir  Edward  du 
Cann  on  “sleaze";  Kashmir:  pets  in 
quarantine . Pfcgc  21 
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ACROSS 

I  Invite  round  for  report  on  high- 
level  activities  (5,8). 

9  Briefly  have  terrier  changed  for 
another  dog  (9). 

10  Mean  to  be  charming  (5). 

11  Having  gained  purpose,  give  a  tip 

(SI- 

12  Prepared  an  about-face  (4). 

13  Air  pollution  finally  kills  cat  (4). 
15  Boy  holding  map  showing  frozen 

north  (7). 

17  Downfall  of  the  Cods  not  by 
supposed  author  (7). 

18  One  put  in  charge  of  collection,  as 
clergyman  virtually  gets  nothing 
right  (7). 

20  Criticise  one  answer  that  could  fix 
everything  (71- 

21  Listen  to  hard  rode  (4). 

22  Quick  read  is  inadequate  -  no 
conclusion  reached  (41- 
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23  In  US,  refuse  to  reeled  any 
seriously  hated  leaders  (5). 

26  Deck  reshuffled  at  the  start  in 
return  game  (5). 

27  One  attacking  king  m  time.  thus, 
with  rook  (9). 

28  A  more  impotent  version  of  sick 
European  chap?  (7,6). 

DOWN 

1  No  straight  talking  in  this  Dicken¬ 
sian  office  (14). 

2  Tight  nut  that’s  becoming  loose 
(5). 

3  Riding?  Do  get  a  form  of  in¬ 
surance  (5.5). 

4  Patient  having  expired?  (7). 

5  Stopping  a  bottleneck?  Super!  (7). 

6  Bill  -  tip,  too  (4). 

7  Having  trouble  with  joints  in 
space  over  loft,  we  hear  (9). 

8  Make  wasted  effort  to  sell  an 
obsolete  narcotic  (4. 1,4.5). 

14  Drift  thus  from  Eton  or  Oxford  to 
the  City?  (10). 

16  Left  a  piece  of  paper  in  office  (9). 

19  To  recover,  it  needs  a  sort  of 
miracle  (7). 

20  Cut  out  Scotch  if  another  drink's 
provided  (43). 

24  Very  musical  fool?  Excellent!  (5). 

25  Place  fills  completely?  (4). 

Times  Two  Crossword  page  48 


Fa  the  latest  region  by  region  forecaat.  as  hoos 
a  day,  dal  0691  500  Mowed  by  the  appropriate 
code 

Gredei  London - — . .  .  -  701 

Kwt.Sumy.SuHm..  . .  .  .  702 

DorseU-tarts  a  (OW  ...  . . 703 

Devon  &  Cornwall  .  . . —  704 

Wte.Gtouca^vorvSams  . . _ . 705 

Bate.Bucte.Own  . 706 

Beds  .Herts  &  Essoi . . . 707 

Nartaft.9tffalv,Carebe . . 708 

West  Md  &  Slh  (stem  &  Often...  . . 709 

Sfwnps-Hefekfc.  &  Worcs .  710 

Central  Mdands . -  - . 71 1 

EastMUands  . - . 712 

lines  &  Hunberwds . 713 

Dyfed&Foms . 71t 

Gwynedd  &  Ctayd . . . . 715 

NW  England.- . - . 716 

W6SVartss&Ddes . 717 

NEEngland- .  .  .  .  718 

Cumbna&  Lake  District . .  ..  719 

SWScottand . 720 

W  Central  Scotland  .....  . . 721 

EtSn  S  Rte/Loften  &  Borders  .  . . .  ..  .  722 

E  Certial  Scotland  . 723 

Graroian  S  E  HttjMands  . . 72a 

NW  Scotland . 725 

CaUviess.Orfxiey&  Shetland  .  728 

Nlretand . 727 

Weather  caC  s  charged  at  39p  per  rraue  (cheap 
rate)  and  49p  per  mnuip  at  on  other  tones 


AAROADWATCH 


Fa  the  latest  AA  traJfitfroaduarks  riormatwn  24 

hours  a  day.  dial  0336  401  tallowed  by  the 

appropriate  code 

London  &  SE  traffic,  roadworks 

Ar<Xt  wflhm  P.125  731 

EraeVHsr»T3cdS/BijcJ^  .  732 

KrsU'Suney.'Sussejt/Hante . 734 

M2S  London  Orbital  only  736 

National  bifflc  and  roadworks 

National  monreayiJ  737 

Wes:  Country  738 

Wales  .  .  -  .  739 

WtSmfc  _  .  740 

EaaAngSa  ..... _ _  .  .  741 

North-west  England  742 

North-easi  England ...  743 

Scotland  744 

Northern  ftcfcna  .  .  745 

AA  Roadwarch  rt  charged  al  3Bp  par  rrmun? 
(cheap  rate!  and  49p  per  mirruto  at  all  other 
trees 


HIGHEST  S  LOWEST 


Yesterday.  Hghest  day  temp:  Ventnoc.  bte  rA 
Wigtt.  I9C  (6bFl;  lowest  day  max:  Sefia  Ness. 

IOC  150F1:  highest  rafciMb  Nowquoy. 
ComwaT.  OErt  highest  sunsMna:  SaJcamOe. 
Devon.  10  71s 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT  RECYCLING 
Besyded  oapr*  rnaJe  up 
34  5%  ol  ihotaw  FivdeneJ 
for  UK  newspjpMs  m  1995 


□  General:  most  places  in  England 
and  Wales  will  be  cloudy  although 
some  weak  sunshine  is  expected  in 
the  south  al  first  Rain  in  the  north  of 
England  will  spread  south  to  all  parts 
by  late  evening.  Southwest  winds  will 
be  strong  to  gale-force  in  places. 

Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  will 
be  overcast  and  wet  with  strong  to 
gale-force  winds.  Persistent  rain  wfll 
ease  off  as  winds  swing  northwest. 
Thereafter  showers  and  squaJly 
gusty  winds  will  develop. 

Q  London,  southeast  England, 
East  Anglia,  Channel  Isles:  bight 
intervals,  watery  sunshine,  clouding 
over  from  north,  rain  later.  Winds 
southwest,  strong  or  locally  gale 
force.  Cold.  Maximum  18C,  64F. 

□  Central  southern  England, 
East  Midlands,  eastern  England, 
West  Midlands,  southwest  Eng¬ 
land,  South  Wales,  Central  north: 

after  early  brightness  it  will  turn 
mostly  cloudy  by  midday.  Rain  will 
spread  from  north  in  afternoon. 


Winds  southwest,  strong  with  gales 
in  places.  Cold.  Maximum  16C,  61 F. 

□  North  Wales,  northwest  Eng¬ 
land,  Lake  District,  Isle  of  Man, 
northeast  England,  Borders, 
Edinburgh  &  Dundee,  Aberdeen, 
southwest  Scotland,  Glasgow, 
Central  Highlands,  Moray  Firth, 
Argyll,  Northern  Ireland:  overcast. 
Rain  heavy,  persistent  and  thundery 
at  times.  Local  flooding.  Squally 
showers  later.  Wind  strong  or  gale- 
force,  southwest  veering  northwest, 
gusty.  Cold.  Maximum  15C,  59F. 

□  Northeast  Scotland,  northwest 
Scotland,  Orkney,  Shetland, 
mostly  cloudy  with  showers,  some 
heavy,  thundery  or  prolonged. 
Winds  will  be  southwest  veering 
northwest  strong  to  gale,  squally 
gusts.  Cold.  Maximum  13C,  55F. 

□  Outlook  for  tomorrow  and 
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Success  for  Eurotunnel  with  £4bn  rescue  package 


By  Jonathan  Prynn 
transport  correspondent 

EUROTUNNEL'S  dramatic  18- 
-jnonih  struggle  for  survival  ap- 
g^pcared  to  have  ended  in  success 
yesterday  when  the  company 
clinched  a  £4  billion  refinancing 
package  with  its  banks,  averting  the 
threat  of  insolvency. 

Sir  AJastaJr  Morton  and  Patrick 
Pbnsolle,  Eurotunnel's  co-chair- 
men.  called  a  hurriedly  convened 
emergency  board  meeting  to  ap¬ 


prove  the  plan  last  night  after  the 
breakthrough. 

The  deal,  which  could  eventually 
give  the  225  banks  70  per  cent-or 
more  of  the  equity,  involves  an 
immediate  swap  of  debt  for  equity 
that  gives  the  banks  an  initial  49 
per  cent  control. 

Although  the  deal  lifts  much  of 
the  short-term  uncertainty  hanging 
over  the  company,  the  shares  are 
likely  to  fall  sharply  when  trading 
reopens  next  week  because  of  the 
scale  of  the  dilution. 


The  shares  were  suspended  at 
JI4p  on  Monday  after  a  sudden 
narrowing  of  the  gap  between  the 
two  sides  in  talks  over  the  weekend. 

The  complex  package  is  believed 
to  involve  a  Eli*  billion  swap  at  a 
conversion  price  of  around  J60p.  A 
bond  issue,  thought  to  be  convert¬ 
ible  at  265p.  could  wipe  out  a  further 
£25  billion  of  borrowings,  bringing 
the  total  outstanding  debt  to  man¬ 
ageable  proportions. 

Other  components  of  the  package 
include  a  cocktail  of  warrants. 


bonds  and  convertible  loans.  Some 
City  analysts,  however,  remained 
deeply  pessimistic  about  the  pros¬ 
pects  for  shareholders.  Richard 
Hannah  of  UBS  Phillips  &  Drew, 
said  the  underlying  value  of  the 
shares  was  just  a  handful  of  pence. 

The  value  or  the  expected  cash 
flows  of  about  £5  billion  to  £6  billion 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  concession 
compared  with  the  £9  billion  debt 
and  £3  billion  of  equity  that  had  been 
pumped  into  Eurotunnel,  he  said. 
“In  those  circumstances  you  would 


normally  regard  the  shares  as 
worthless." 

However,  other  commentators 
said  the  fall  in  the  share  price  would 
be  limited  by  the  loyalty  or  the 
existing  shareholder  base,  the  vast 
bulk  of  which  comprises  small 
shareholders  in  France. 

The  remaining  135.000  UK  share¬ 
holders  were  also  unlikely  to  sell 
because  "they  hold  the  shares  for  the 
travel  privileges  not  for  the  prospect 
of  making  a  fortune,"  said  one  City 
source.  A  number  of  crucial  hurdles 


Shares 

close 

above 

4,000 


By  Janet  Bush 
economics 

CORRESPONDENT 

LONDON'S  FT-SE  100 
index  dosed  above  4.000 
for  the  first  time  yesterday, 
buoyed  by  strength  in  the 
dollar  and  on  Wall  Street 
and  by  a  positive  reaction 
in  the  financial  markets  to 
Tony  Blair's  address  on 
Tuesday  to  the  Labour 
Party  conference. 

The  FT-SE  ended  22.9 
points  higher,  at  4,015.1,  a 
record  for  the  second  day 
running.  The  index  has 
now  rallied  around  380 
points  —  more  than  10  per 
cent — since  its  1996  low  in 
July. 

New  records  were  also 
achieved  in  Frankfurt  and 
Amsterdam.  On  Wall 
Street,  the  Dow  Jones  in¬ 
dustrial  average  made  ear¬ 
ly  gains. 

Stock  markets  around 
the  world  have  largely 
been  benefiting  from  de¬ 
velopments  in  America, 
with  the  dollar  touching  its 
highest  levels  since  early 
1994,  and  bonds  profiting 
from  a  perception  that 
inflationary  pressures 
there  remain  weak  and 
that  interest  rates,  there¬ 
fore.  will  remain  low. 

This  positive  effect  has 
been  compounded  by  the 
continuing  troubles  of 
Japan's  economy  and  talk 
of  large  outflows  of  Japa¬ 
nese  investment  into  For¬ 
eign  assets. 

But  in  Britain  there  was 
an  added  ingredient  to 
yesterday's  buying,  with 
government  bond  traders 
talking  about  “the  Blair 
effect".  Gills  finished 
around  a  full  point  higher, 
partly  boosted  by  receding 
fears  about  a  Labour  gov¬ 
ernment  T raders  were  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  business- 
friendly  lone  of  the  Labour 
leader's  conference  speech 
and  the  promise  of  fiscal 
and  price  discipline  from 
Gordon  Brown,  the  Shad¬ 
ow  Chancellor,  in  his 
speech  on  Monday. 

Sterling  rallied  to  end  at 
873  on  its  index  against  a 
basket  of  currencies  — 
after  having  closed  at  87.0 
on  Tuesday  —  and  hit  a 
three-and-a-half  year  high 
asainst  the  yen.  The  dollar 
briefly  rose  above  YII2.  a 

two-and-o-half-year  high. 

D  Britain’s  official  re¬ 
serves  fell  bv  an  underly¬ 
ing  $113  million  in 
September. _ _ _ 
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Share  bonanza  awaits 
Norwich  Union  voters 


By  Marianne  Cujrphey 

ALMOST  three  million  in¬ 
vestors  and  policyholders 
will  receive  an  average  £500 
of  free  shares  from  Norwich 
Union  when  it  floats  on  the 
stock  market  next  summer. 

It  will  be  the  first  flotation 
by  a  mutually-owned  UK  life 
insurer  and  will  create  a 
company  worth  between  £3 
billion  and  £4  billion.  This  will 
give  it  a  value  similar  to  that  of 
Legal  &  General,  but  smaller 
than  the  Prudential  or  Com¬ 
mercial  Union. 

A  wide  range  of  policyhold¬ 
ers  will  be  included  in  the 
windfall  payouts.  Most  hold¬ 
ers  of  life,  pensions  and  annu¬ 
ity  plans  will  benefit, 
including  holders  of  life  insur¬ 
ance  non-profit  plans,  a  cate¬ 
gory  often  neglected  in 
payouts.  But  holders  of  motor, 
household  or  health  insurance 
policies,  unit  trusts  and  Peps 
will  not  qualify. 

Each  qualifying  member 
will  receive  a  fixed  number  of 
free  shares.  Qualifying  mem¬ 
bers  with  one  or  more  with- 
profit  policies  will  receive  an 
extra  allocation  of  shares  de¬ 
pending  on  the  type  and  age  of 
policy.  All  qualifying  mem¬ 
bers  will  be  given  preferential 
rights  to  subscribe  cash  for 
further  shares. 

Though  the  average  payout 
will  be  £500,  some  policyhold¬ 
ers  will  receive  far  more,  while 
others,  for  example  those  with 
low-value  term  assurance, 
may  receive  less  than  £100. 

NU  is  the  UK's  second- 
largest  mutual  insurance  com¬ 
pany  after  Standard  Life,  with 
£40  billion  in  funds  under 
management  and  E4.7  billion 
of  worldwide  gross  premium 
in  1995. 

if  will  send  out  further 
details  of  the  flotation  next 
spring,  after  which  members 
will  vote.  The  insurer  wifi  need 
a  venue  large  enough  to  hold 
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Floating  voters:  George  Paul,  left  Norwich  Union  chairman,  with  Allan  Bridgewater,  chief  executive,  yesterday 


tens  of  thousands  of  investors, 
and  the  London  Arena  is  being 
considered.  IF,  as  expected,  the 
plans  are  approved,  the  mutu¬ 
al  will  become  a  public  com¬ 
pany  by  June.  19  months  afteT 
the  rumours  first  began. 

Flotation  will  involve  radi¬ 
cal  restructuring  and  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  new  holding 
company,  Norwich  Union  pic. 
Allan  Bridgewater,  chief  exec¬ 
utive.  believes  that  the  group 
has  been  held  back  from 
expansion  because  it  has  been 
restricted  in  its  access  to 


capital.  He  proposes  to  sepa¬ 
rate  the  life  fund  from  the 
general  insurance  business. 
This  move  will  protect  the  life 
fund  from  the  volatility  of  the 
insurance  market,  and  give 
the  company  the  freedom  to 
make  more  adventurous  in¬ 
vestments. 

The  group  is  expected  to 
raise  an  estimated  LZ  billion  of 
new  capital  from  the  stock 
market  and  pay  around  £15 
billion  to  policyholders. 

Mr  Bridgewater  said  new 
NU  policies  taken  on  from 


October  3  onwards  would  not 
qualify,  nor  would  second¬ 
hand  NU  life  policies.  Mem¬ 
bers  who  die,  or  whose  policies 
mature  before  the  vole,  will 
receive  an  extra  bonus,  worth 
3  per  cent  of  the  final  value  of 
the  policy. 

A  fixed  number  of  free 
shares  will  also  be  paid  to  each 
employee  and  pensioner.  The 
directors  of  the  society  have 
waived  their  entitlement  to 
this  allocation. 

A  number  of  companies  are 
believed  to  have  contacted  NU 


after  rumours  about  a  flota¬ 
tion  began  circulating.  How¬ 
ever,  analysts  believe  that  a 
hostile  bid  for  NU  would  cost 
a  predator  E5  billion,  a  price 
that  few  could  afford. 

Roman  Cizdyn.  insurance 
analyst  with  Merrill  Lynch, 
said  that  the  City’s  main  fear 
was  that  NU  might  use  hs 
spare  cash  to  make  acquisi¬ 
tions  thai  would  not  add  value 
to  the  company. 

Tempos,  page  28 
City  Diary,  page  29 


TELEVISION 

AND 

RADIO 

PAGES 

46,47 


remain  before  the  future  of 
Eurotunnel  is  finally  secured.  The 
26  instructing  banks  meet  this  week 
to  discuss  the  proposals  and  must 
persuade  the  rest  of  the  E9  billion 
syndicate  to  accept. 

Ole  rogue  bank  voting  against 
them  could  place  the  survival 
scheme  in  jeopardy.  In  addition,  two 
thirds  of  the  745.000  Eurotunnel 
shareholders,  many  of  whom  have 
been  deeply  critical  of  the  course 
that  the  rescue  talks  hare  taken, 
must  also  approve  the  terms. 
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Decision 
soon  on 
BA  tie  to 
American 


By  Jon  Ashworth 

THE  Office  of  Fair  Trading 
has  completed  its  long-await¬ 
ed  report  on  the  proposed 
alliance  between  British  Air¬ 
ways  and  American  Airlines. 

The  report  has  been  passed 
to  fan  Lang.  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  who  must 
decide  whether  to  refer  the 
alliance  to  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission. 
Such  a  move  would  almost 
certainly  prove  the  death- 
knell  of  the  link-up. 

The  airlines  have  argued 
that  pooling  their  services  on 
the  competitive  North  Ameri¬ 
can  routes  will  free  up  the 
market  and  benefit  consum¬ 
ers.  Greater  competition 
would  rely  on  the  signing  of 
an  “open  skies"  accord  be¬ 
tween  the  UK  and  America. 

Rivals,  including  United 
Airlines,  Delta  and  Richard 
Branson's  Virgin  Atlantic 
have  argued  that  a  BA-Ameri- 
can  alliance  would  create  a 
stranglehold  on  the  key  trans¬ 
atlantic  routes. 

BA  and  American  had 
hoped  to  launch  a  combined 
service  in  April,  pooling  fre¬ 
quent-flyer  schemes  and  offer¬ 
ing  a  “shuttle-like"  service  to 
rides  like  New  York  and 
Chicago.  Whatever  the  out¬ 
come,  the  airlines  will  not 
meet  the  April  deadline. 

Mr  Lang  is  expected  to 
announce  his  derision  in  die 
next  six  days.  The  consensus 
is  that  he  is  likely  to  decide 
against  a  monopolies  referral, 
subject  to  concessions  by  BA 
on  prime-time  slots  at  Heath¬ 
row.  Access  to  Heathrow  is 
one  of  the  main  issues  raised 
by  US  airlines  seeking  a 
foothold  in  the  UK. 

The  DTI  confirmed  that  ft 
had  received  the  OFT  report, 
but  would  not  be  drawn  on 
the  content. _ 

BA  surprise,  page  26  j 
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Injunction 
threat  to 
Camelot 

By  George  Siveu. 

OFL0T.  the  National  Lottery 
regulator,  is  contemplating  a 
court  injunction  against  Cam¬ 
elot  the  operator,  over  failure 
to  meet  commitments  on 
equipping  retail  outlets. 

Pteter  Davis,  the  regulator, 
is  concerned  by  Camelot’s 
failure  to  install  the  number  of 
scratchcard  verifying  ma¬ 
chines  in  shops  over  a  number 
of  months  as  specified  in 
Camelot's  licence. 

Oflcrt  says  Camelot  had 
missed  its  target  by  around 
300  sera l ch card-only  retail 
outlets  in  March  and  about 
750  in  June. 

Mr  Davis  said;  "I  am  very 
concerned  that  Camelot  has 
failed  to  meet  its  licence  com¬ 
mitments  and  failed  at  first  to 
provide  accurate  information 
to  my  office.” 

Camelot  has  told  Oflor  that 
the  problem  was  due  to  an 
overestimation.  It  said:  "We 
are  now  back  on  course  to 
meet  the  December  target. " 


HoF  faces  $lm  legal  action 


HOUSE  OF  FRASER,  the 
troubled  stores  group,  is  being 
sued  for  more  than  $1.1  mil¬ 
lion  by  an  American  clothing 
company  in  connection  with 
various  consignments  of 
goods  last  year.  Calvin  Klein 
Jeanswear.  which  makes  Cal¬ 
vin  Klein  branded  jeans  under 
licence,  is  demanding  pay¬ 
ment  plus  interest  in  the  act¬ 
ion,  outlined  in  a  writ  lodged 
at  the  High  Court  in  London. 

Calvin  Klein  Jeanswear  is  a 
subsidiary  of  Designer  Hold¬ 
ings.  a  quoted  LIS  company. 


By  Jon  Ashworth 

and  is  not  part  of  the  Calvin 
Klein  fashion  empire.  It  is 
suing  House  of  Fraser 
(Stores),  based  in  Glasgow, 
claiming  $1.15  million,  repre¬ 
senting  the  balance  of  the 
price  of  goods  sold  and  deliv¬ 
ered  to  House  of  Fraser,  plus 
interest  The  writ  details 
amounts  in  invoices  between 
January  and  November  1995. 

The  mow  is  a  further 
embarrassment  to  House  of 
Fraser,  which  this  week  an¬ 
nounced  plans  to  dose  up  to 
ten  stores  —  threatening  hun¬ 


dreds  of  jobs  —  to  try  to  revive 
The  group,  spun-off  from  the 
Fayed  empire,  and  its  Har- 
rods  flagship,  in  a  flotation  in 
1994,  employs  9,000  staff  in  51 
stores  across  the  UK. 

Calvin  Klein  Jeanswear  has 
teen  aggressively  pursuing 
American  retailers  selling 
counterfeit  Calvin  Klein  cloth¬ 
ing.  There  is  no  suggestion 
that  House  of  Fraser  is  in¬ 
volved  in  such  activities. 

House  of  Fraser  was  unav¬ 
ailable  for  comment  on  the 
writ  yesterday. 


City  pnckly  on  Thistle  price 


Peel*  more  capacity 


SHARES  in  Thistle  Hotels. 
Britain's  second-largest  hotel 
group,  have  been  priced  at 
170p,  bottom  of  the  indicated 
range  of  170p  to  210p  reflect¬ 
ing  City  sentiment  that  the 
oner  was  too  expensive. 

There  are  also  fears  of  a 
glut  of  hotel  offerings.  One 
analyst  said:  “The  general 
perception  was  that  it  was 
quite  an  expensive  offering  on 
measures  such  as  cash  flow, 
historic  return  on  capital  and 
normalised  earnings  before 
depreciation  and  tax" 


By  Jon  Ashworth 

The  shares  opened  at 
172b p.  a  slight  premium, 
when  conditional  dealings 
began  yesterday. 

Brieriey  Investments,  the 
New  Zealand  company  that 
owns  70  per  cent  of  Thistle, 
said  the  issue  had  been  priced 
to  ensure  “the  float  gets  away 
positively". 

At  I70p,  Thistle  is  valued  at 
£1.05  billion.  The  offer  will 
raise  about  £238  million,  net 
of  expenses,  and  allow 
Brieriey  (o  reduce  its  stake  to 
46  per  cent.  Robert  Peel,  chief 


executive,  said:  “The  group’s 
strengthened  financial  pos¬ 
ition  will  support  ongoing 
refurbishment  and  expansion 
of  room  capacity." 

The  Thistle  offer  is  worth 
£360  million,  of  which  £250 
million  is  from  shares  issued 
by  the  company.  The  balance 
comes  from  Brieriey.  and  the 
two  investment  arms  of  the 
Singapore  Government 
Thistle  owns  100  hotels  and 
is  Scotland's  largest  hotelier. 

Pennington,  page  27 
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BA  faces 
Israeli 
legal  threat 
over  fares 

From  Ross  Dunn 
IN  JERUSALEM 

BRITISH  AIRWAYS  yes¬ 
terday  declared  its  sur¬ 
prise  that  Israel  had 
threatened  to  take  it  to 
court  over  the  airline's  new 
cut-price  fare  promotion. 

Under  the  promotion, 
the  purchaser  of  a  British 
Airways  ticket  from  Israel 
to  London  is  entitled  to 
buy  a  companion  ticket  to 
non-European  destina¬ 
tions.  including  Asia,  the 
US  and  South  America,  at 
half  the  normal  fare. 

The  arrangement  would 
allow  Israelis  to  fly  via 
London  to  other  countries 
at  much  cheaper  prices 
than  those  offered  by  other 
airlines  for  direct  flights  to 
a  number  of  major  desti¬ 
nations. 

One  BA  official  said  that 
the  Israel]  Ministry  of 
Transportation  had  issued 
such  warnings  last  year 
against  a  similar  fare  pro¬ 
motion  and.  in  the  end,  no 
action  was  taken  against 
the  airline: 

However,  Mena  diem 
Sharon,  director  general  of 
Israel’s  Civil  Aviation  Au¬ 
thority,  insisted  that  the 
promotion  be  halted  imm¬ 
ediately  or  British  Airways 
would  face  the  conse¬ 
quences.  He  said:  “If  tick¬ 
ets  are  sold,  we  will  take 
legal  steps." 

Mr  Sharon  told  journal¬ 
ists  that  the  airline  was  in 
clear  breach  of  the  avia¬ 
tion  agreement  between 
the  two  countries,  which 
requires  Israeli  approval 
of  the  British  carrier's 
fares,  even  to  third  destina¬ 
tions.  He  said  the  latest 
promotion  would  hurt  not 
only  E!  AL  Israel's  state- 
owned  national  carrier, 
but  also  American  airlines 
that  fly  to  Tel  Aviv,  such  as 
TWA 

Mr  Sharon  said  he  be¬ 
lieved  the  fares  offered 
between  Israel  and  the  US 
were  already  reasonable 
and  the  market  did  not 
need  to  be  more  compet¬ 
itive.  He  noted  that  in  the 
past  two  years,  two  Ameri¬ 
can  airlines.  World  Air¬ 
ways  and  Delta  Airlines, 
had  ceased  their  flights  to 
Tel  Aviv  because  of  the 
lade  of  profits. 


Cairn  seeks  to  take  Command  for  £185m 


n 


CAIRN  ENERGY,  the  oil  exploration  group,  said 
yesterday  that  it  intends  to  make  a  £185  million  offer 
for  Command  Petroleum,  an  exploration  and 
production  company  listed  on  the  Australian  stock 
exchange  (Oliver  August  writes).  Cairn's  shares 
jumped  Z2p  to  394 ‘ap  on  the  news.  The  group  plans 


to  partly  finance  the  acquisition  Through  a  one-for- 
fhnee  rights  issue  at  360p  per  share.  Command's 
main  producing  asset  is  a  215  percent  interest  in  the 
Rawa  oil  field,  offshore  India.  In  addition,  it  has 
interests  m  Yemen.  Russia.  Tunisia  and  Papua  New 
Guinea  and  a  royalty  interest  in  two  blocks  in 


Butte  Mining  gives  pledge  to 
turn  declared  profit  into  loss 


THE  Financial  Reporting  Re¬ 
view  Panel  has  struck  at  Butte 
Mining’s  declared  profit  for 
the  last  full  year  of  trading, 
turning  it  into  a  loss. 

Butte's  directors  have  prom¬ 
ised  the  watchdog  that  exam¬ 
ines  complaints  on  company 
reports  and  accounts  to  re- 
release  figures  for  the  year  to 
end  June  1995.  They  wfll  show 
a  loss  of  £628.000  instead  of 
the  profit  before  and  after  tax 
of  E339.000  that  was  reported 
in  December. 

It  is  understood  that  there 
wifi  be  no  proceedings  against 
the  directors.  At  issue  was  the 
accounting  treatment  of 


shares  held  by  Butte  in  Gem 
River  Corporation,  a  stock 
listed  on  the  Alberta  Stock 
Exchange  in  Canada.  Butte 
received  the  shares  in  Gem 
River  for  services  rendered 
and  took  a  profit  on  the  whole 
transaction  into  its  figures. 

But  the  FRRP  maintains 
that  profit  should  only  have 
been  taken  on  the  shares  that 
had  been  sold  by  the  date  on 
which  the  accounts  were 
drawn  up.  The  remaining 
shares  were  subject  to  an 
agreement  prohibiting  their 
trading  on  the  Alberta  ex¬ 
change  until  conditions  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  success  of  a  Gem 


By  George  Sivell 

River  mining  operation  were 
fulfilled  and  a  specified  period 
of  time  had  elapsed. 

The  FRRP  wrote  in  its 
adjudication:  "In  the  Panel's, 
view  the  ultimate  cash  realisa¬ 
tion  of  these  shares  could  not 
be  assessed  with  reasonable 
certainly  and  profit  should  nor 
have  been  recognised  cm  this 
element.  A  consequent  down¬ 
ward  adjustment  &  also  heed¬ 
ed  to  the  turnover  figure  at 
present  published." 

The  FRRP  says  that  the 
revised  accounts  will  also  pro¬ 
vide  some  clarification  or  the 
position  of  the  non-equity 
shareholders  in  respect  of  the 
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dividend  attaching  to  the  com¬ 
pany’s  convertible  cumulative 
redeemable  preference  shares. 

The  1985  Companies  Act 
requires  that  any  item  included 
in  annual  reports  and  accounts 
should  be  determined  on  a 
prudent  basis,  and  "only  prof¬ 
its  realised  at  the  balance  sheet 
date  shall  be  included  in  the 
profit  and  loss  account”. 

The  accounting  standard 
SSAP  2  defines  prudence  by 
stating  "revenues  and  profits 
are  not  anticipated  but  are 
realised  by  inclusion  in  the 
profit  and  loss  - account  only 
when  realised  in  the  form  of ' 
cash  or  other  assets,  the  ulti- 


Small  firms 
face  more 
red  tape 

By  Noel  Func 

THE  red  tape  burden  on  small 
businesses  is  costing  com¬ 
panies  2  per  cent  of  their 
turnover,  or  the  equivalent  of 
hiring  an  extra  member  of 
staff,  according  to  a  study  by 
the  Forum  of  Private  Business. 

The  forum  urges  govern¬ 
ment  agencies  to  work  more 
dosely  together  and  bring  all 
business  regulation  into  a 
single  inspectorate,  to  ease  the 
difficulties  for  small  organ¬ 
isations. 

A  growing  concern  abour 
the  problem  is  highlighted  in 
the  report,  called  The  impact 
of  Red  Tape  on  the  Owner- 
Managed  Business:  A  Year¬ 
long  Study. 

It  says  t  he  bulk  of  the  cost  in 
complying  with  red  tape  is 
spent  on  setting  up  new  proce¬ 
dures.  and  maintaining  the 
information  and  systems  for 
compliance. 

in  the  study,  92  business 
owners  were  tracked  for  a 
year  from  July  1995,  recording 
the  regular  and  one-off  forms 
they  filled  and  their  contacts 
with  the  government. 

The  findings  echoed  the 
forum's  quarterly  surveys, 
which  showed  an  increasing 
percentage  of  respondents 
identified  red  tape  as  their 
single  most-important  | 
problem. 


mate  cash  realisation  of  which 
can  be  assessed  with  reason¬ 
able  certainty". 

The  FRRP  was  at  pains  to 
emphasise  yesterday  that  it 
does  not  scrutinise  public  com¬ 
pany  accounts  for  defects  but 
acts  on  those  that  are  drawn  to 
its  attention  either  directly  or 
indirectly.  ItaJso  pointed  out 
that  where  it  finds  that  ac¬ 
counts  are  defective  it  will 
endeavour  to  secure  their  revi¬ 
sion  by  voluntary  means,  but 
if  this  approach  fails  it  will 
make  an  application  to  die 
courts  for  an  order  compelling 
a  revision.  So  far  it  has  never 
had  to  make  an  application. 

Building 
in  U  S 
recovers 

From  a  Correspondent 

NEW  construction  spending 
in  America  rebounded  in 
August  from  a  July  drop,  the  i 
Commerce  Department  said 
yesterday,  as  private  builders 
picked  up  the  slack  from  a 
slumping  pubic  sector. 

Total  spending  on  new 
projects  rose  0.9  per  cent  to  a 
seasonally  adjusted  annual 
rate  of  $562.1  billion  in  Au¬ 
gust,  recovering  most  of  a  1.1 
per  cent  decline  in  July, 
revised  from  1.4  per  cent. 

All  the  increase  in  August 
spending  occurred  in  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector,  where  outlays 
increased  13  per  cent  to  a  rate 
of  $423.4  billion  after  a  13  per 
cent  decline  in  July. 

By  contrast,  public,  or  tax- 
payer-financed,  building 
projects  recorded  a  third  con¬ 
secutive  monthly  drop,  falling 
QJ2.  per  cent  after  declines  of 
0.7  percent  in  July  and  03  per 
cent  in  June. 

Analysts  said  the  pickup  in 
August  building  was  not  ro¬ 
bust  enough  to  alter  the 
picture  of  a  slowing  economy 
in  the  final  six  months  of  this 
year.  Most  expect  second-half 
growth  to  ease  to  an  annual 
rale  of  about  25  per  cent  from 
the  second  quarter’s  4.7  per 
cent  surge,  when  national 
output  was  rising  at  Its  fastest 
in  two  years. 


Mongolia.  Command  has  recently  announced 
proved  and  probable  net  reserves  of  58  million 
barrels  of  ofl  equivalent 

Pictured  are  Mike  Watts,  left  general  manager  of 
exploration  at  Cairn.  Agnes  Macleod,  finance 
director,  and  Bill  GammeUl  chief  executive. 
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Floats  and  takeovers 
reach  record  levels 

STOCK  MARKET  flotations  and  takeovers  reached  record 
levels  in  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year,  according  to  two 
surveys  published  yesterday.  However.  KPMG’s  corporate 
finance  survey  says  that  investors  are  now  applying  the 
brakes  on  flotations.  KPMG  estimates  that  in  the  first  nine 
months  of  tite  year  more  than  £8  billion  was  raised  from  new 
issues  but  says:  “Investors  are  starting  to  baulk  at  the  prices 
on  offer,  so  activity  in  the  final  quarter  is  expected  to  tail  off." 
It  also  blames  the  disappointing  performance  of  some  newly 
listed  companies  for  its  forecast  of  a  slowdown. 

Acquisitions  Monthly  says  the  value  of  takeover  bids 
reached  E42.6  billion  in  the  first  nine  months  of  1996. 
comfortably  ahead  of  1403  billion  at  the  same  stage  of  19%.  a 
record  year.  Rothschilds,  the  merchant  bank,  is  heading  the 
league  table  of  deals  handled  and  UBS.  the  Swiss  Bank, 
completed  the  highest  number  of  deals  in  the  first  nine 
months.  The  publication  believes  the  value  of  fees  paid  to 
advisers  for  takeover  bids  over  the  year  could  exceed  £l 
billion  for  the  first  time,  "making  this  year  the  most  lucrative 
yet  for  bankers,  brokers,  accountants,  lawyers  and  public- 
relations  consultants.”  Pennington,  page  27 

Johnston  slides 

JOHNSTON,  the  construction  and  engineering  group, 
spent  £340.000  defending  itself  against  June’s  hostile 
tender  offer  from  TT  Group.  That  added  to  difficult 
trading  conditions  in  the  six  months  to  June  30,  a  period 
that  saw  pre-tax  profits  drop  to  £1.65  million,  against 
£3.79  million  Last  time.  Earnings  fell  to  75p  per  share, 
against  22.67p,  but  the  interim  dividend  rose  from  4p  to 
4.5p,  due  on  December  12.  Johnston’s  shares,  for  which 
TT  Group  was  offering  500p,  held  at  465p  yesterday. 

Pegasus  ends  Sage  talks 

PEGASUS,  the  accounting  software  company,  yesterday 
withdrew  from  merger  talks  with  the  rival  Sage  group.  The 
ftgasus  board  said  that  Sage’s  conditional  offer,  which  was 
increased  during  the  negotiations,  “undervalues  Pegasus's 
excellent  medium-term  trading  prospects  and  the  significant 
benefits  which  would  accrue  to  Sage  from  a  combination  of 
the  two  businesses".  Pegasus  also  concluded  that  the 
acquisition  would  almost  certainly  have  been  referred  to  the 
Monopolies  and  Mergers  Commission. 

‘Ethical  charter’  plan 

SAINS  BURY  and  the  Co-op  are  launching  an  “ethical 
charter"  for  their  suppliers  in  a  bid  to  sever  ties  with  Third 
World  employers  who  subject  their  workers  to  unacceptable 
working  conditions.  The  scheme,  co-ordinated  by  the 
Tradefair  Foundation,  will  ask  own-brand  suppliers  to 
commit  to  a  range  of  ethical  standards,  which  will  be  set  by 
March  next  year.  The  first  phase  of  the  charter  will  apply  to 
fewer  than  a  dozen  products  coming  from  the  Far  East  and 
South  Africa.  It  is  not  expected  to  come  into  effect  until  1998. 

Maxwell  action 

ADMINISTRATORS  of  Maxwell  Communication  Corpora¬ 
tion  have  issued  proceedings  against  a  former  Maxwell 
entity,  seeking  £73  million  plus  interest  Price  Waterhouse 
initiated  the  action  against  Maxwell  Financial  Trust  on 
October  1.  The  claim,  part  of  a  “mopping  up"  exercise 
involving  the  Maxwell  group  of  companies,  centres  on  a 
dividend  for  £73  million  paid  to  M FT  in  October  1990.  Price 
Waterhouse  says  the  defendant  is  liable  as  a  constructive 
trustee  and  seeks  return  of  the  money  plus  interest 

Camas  expands  in  US 

CAMAS,  the  building  materials  group,  has  expanded  its  US 
operations  with  the  acquisition  of  Model  Stone  of  Minneapo¬ 
lis  for  £20  million.  Model  Stone  has  four  ready  mix  plants, 
and  a  fifth  under  construction,  a  block  plant  and  sand  and 
gravel  reserves.  These  operations  are  said  to  fix  with  Camas' 
vertical  integration  strategy  at  its  Denver  base.  Net  assets  of 
the  acquisition  amount  to  £17  million  and  goodwill  E5 
million.  Model  Stone  made  pre-tax  profits  (restated)  of  £2.4 
million  in  1995  on  turnover  of  £28  million. 

Thames  Water  sells 

THAMES  WATER  sold  a  large  part  of  its  design  and 
contracting  business  yesterday  to  Black  and  Veatch,  of 
Missouri,  as  part  of  its  reorganisation  to  withdraw  from 
design  and  construction.  The  utility  company  disposed  of 
Prowa  Consulting.  Utag  Umwelttechruk  and  PWT  Projects.  1 
Thames  is  focusing  on  its  core  utility  business  in  the  UK  and  ' 
on  its  international  and  other  long-term  operating  contracts 
Internationally.  The  amount  involved  was  within  the  £67 
million  exceptional  item  in  the  preliminary  results. 

Ardagh  profits  up 

THE  hot  summer  of  1995  boosted  the  sale  of  beer  and  soft 
drinks  in  Ireland  and  pushed  up  pre-tax  profits  at  Ardagh, 
the  Irish  glass  company,  said  yesterday.  The  Dublin 
rampany  recorded  foil-year  pre-tax  profits  to  June  1996  of 
Ir£Sfil  million  (IrES.lS  million).  Earnings  per  share 
increased  93  per  cent  to  IrI4.8lp  and  a  final  dividend  of  fr3.b 
pence  is  payable  on  November  25.  A  rise  in  volume  sales  and 
productivity  gains  offset  the  pressure  caused  by  the  contin¬ 
uing  weakness  in  sterling.  Trading  this  year  was  satisfactory. 

Time  Products  soars 

TIME  PRODUCTS,  the  watch  distributors,  reported  a  63  per 
cent  increase  in  pre-tax  profit  for  the  first  six  months,  with  the 
prospect  of  another  sales  boost  before  Christmas.  At  July  3ft 
pre-tax  profit  stood  at  E9.I  million,  up  from  £53  million. 
Earnings  per  share  rose  to  ll.29p,  from  7.02p.  and  the  interim 
dividend  was  raised  by  Ip  io  43p.  Marcus  Margulies. 
cnairman.  said  all  divisions  were  showing  improvement, 
with  a  particularly  strong  performance  from  luxury  watches 
and  progress  being  made  in  North  America. 
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Irish  Government  in  the 
black  as  tax  income  soars 
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SOARING  tax  revenues  have 
pur  the  Irish  Republic’s  Gov¬ 
ernment  in  the  black  this  aut¬ 
umn  for  the  first  time  in  mure 
than  30  years.  Ruairi  Quinn. 
Finance  Minister,  said 
yesterday. 

The  current  and  capital  in¬ 
flows  for  the  first  nine  months 
of  199b  exceeded  spending  by  a 
cumulative  Ir£!85  million,  the 
Department  of  Finance  said. 
The  figures,  beating  the  most 
optimistic  of  analysts'  fore¬ 
casts,  give  Mr  Quinn  extra 
scope  to  cut  personal  tax  in 
next  February's  budget. . 

Mr  Quinn  said:  “The  Irish 


economy’s  true  potential  for 
growth  is  now  being  realised 
and  the  revenue  buoyancy 
deriving  from  increased  em¬ 
ployment  and  strong  consum¬ 
er  confidence  is  enabling 
further  consolidation  of  our 
public  finances." 

However,  the  minister 
dampened  expectations  of  a 
bonanza  budget  saying  that 
the  progress  made  by  the  frish 
economy  could  easily  be  dis¬ 
sipated  under  less  favourable 
economic  conditions.  He  said: 
"The  Government's  budgetary 
policy  thus  requires  continued 
tight  control  of  public  spend¬ 


ing  —  if  wc  are  to  secure  an 
equitable  distribution  or  the 
fruit  or  growth  while  remain¬ 
ing  comfortably  below  the 
three  per  cent  General  Gov¬ 
ernment  Deficit  constraint 
through  IW7.  which  i«j  the  key 
year  for  determining  our  eligi¬ 
bility  for  EMU.  and  beyond  ” 
The  Government’s  target 
Exchequer  Borrowing 
qui remen r  is  IrE729  million. 

but  Mr  Quinn  said  that  perf¬ 
ormance  so  far  suggests  that 
significant  improvement  is  in 
prospect.  Some  analysts  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  full-year  EBR 
may  not  exceed  Lr £500  million. 
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□  Endgame  at  BTR  boardroom  □  Brierley  checks  in  for  the  long  term  □  Will  1996  prove  a  record  year? 


Change  of  the  old  guard 
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Cadbury.  Greenbury  ana  the 
rest,  or  at  least  those  parts  of 
them  he  disagreed  with,  because 
success  brought  its  own  immu¬ 
nity  from  political  correctness. 

So  the  reward  for  years  of  loyal 
service  in  the  boardroom,  when 
tne  firm’s  retirement  age  of  60 
came  around,  was  a  non-exee- 
unve  seat.  Why  import  outsiders 
who  know  nothing  of  the  busi¬ 
ness,  Sir  Owen  argued,  not 
unreasonably,  when  you  have  a 
ready  supply  of  insiders  who  do? 

This  is  why  BTR  finds  itself 
with  five  out  of  seven  non-execs 
who  are  former  executives,  four 
of  them  company  men  with  long¬ 
time  service  records  that  average 
29  years  apiece.  All  terribly  non- 
Cadbury,  frightfully  non-PC, 
which  is  why  a  fascinating  little 
endgame  is  being  played  out 
within  the  BTR  boardroom. 

The  Cadbury  report  on  cor¬ 
porate  governance  stresses  the 
need  for  non-executives  to  be 
independent,  which  the  Bill 
Four  palpably  are  noL  It  also 
urges  regular  shuffling  of  non¬ 
executives  to  prevent  them  going 
native  and  losing  their  indepen¬ 
dence.  The  waning  of  BTR ’s 


fortunes  since  Sir  Owen’s  day  — 
he  left  in  May  1993  —  has 
required  the  group  to  bow  to  the 
prevailing  winds,  and  Norman 
Ireland,  Sir  Owen's  successor  as 
chairman,  two  years  ago  started 
to  bring  in  outsiders,  along  with 
a  new  chief  executive.  Ian 
Sera  chan  from  RTZ. 

But  the  BTR  Four  are  still 
there.  One,  theoretically,  could 
still  be  there  in  the  year  2008 
according  to  the  company’s  arti¬ 
cles  of  association,  if  his  re- 
election  to  a  three-year  term 
manages  to  come  just  before  his 
65th  birthday. 

BTR  has  made  it  known, 
unofficially,  that  their  time  may 
be  limited.  Mr  Strachan 's  huge 
restructuring  programme,  at  a 
cost  of  E622  million  in  write-offs, 
has  been  the  priority  this  sum¬ 
mer.  He  ana  his  team  will 
shortly  embark  on  a  lengthy 
series  of  meetings  with  institu¬ 
tions,  at  which  the  matter  of  the 
non-executives  will  probably  be 
raised.  It  is  whispered,  who 
knows  with  how  much  justifica¬ 
tion.  that  those  shareholders 
want  change.  Unofficial  prom¬ 
ises  of  the  removal  of  the 
remains  of  the  old  guard  will 


doubtless  be  made.  Political 
correctness,  or  this  year's  version 
thereof,  will  one  day  prevail. 
And  yet,  and  yet.  Mr  Strachan 
enjoys  the  City’s  backing  but  he 
is  an  outsider,  new  to  BTR's 
ways.  The  BTR  Four  do  have  all 
throe  years  of  experience.  Non- 
executives  should  be  a  check  on 
the  power  of  the  executives,  on 
behalf  of  the  shareholders.  Are 
the  latter's  interests  best  served 
by  the  retention  of  one  or  more  of 
the  Four,  given  they  can  be  relied 
to  stand  up  to  Mr  Strachan?  Or 
by  the  appointment  of  new  nan- 
executives  who  might  be  mane  to 
his  taste?  One  could  argue  it 
either  way. 

Thistle  can  ride 
out  prickly  patch 

□  WHISPER  it  softly  in  the 
Land  of  the  Long  White  Cloud, 
but  the  flotation  of  Thistle  Hotels 
has  not  been  an  overpowering 
success  for  Brierley  Investments 
so  far.  The  mathematics  are 
tricky,  taking  account  of  the 
carrying  cost  since  the  New 
Zealanders  took  over  Britain's 
biggest  hotel  chain  in  1991,  but  it 


BENNINGTON 


seems  anything  much  below 
I80p  would  have  meant  a  loss. 

Brierley,  though,  can  afford  to 
take  a  longer  view  because  the 
conglomerate  still  owns  46  per 
cent  of  Thistle,  having  sold  less 
than  a  seventh  of  its  holding. 
New  shareholders  should  take 
an  equally  relaxed  stance.  The 
chain  is  valued  at  just  over  £1 
billion,  against  initial  estimates 
this  summer  of  £1.5  billion.  The 
potential  for  hotels  has  not 
declined  that  much;  indeed,  the 
more  optimistic  commentators 
expect  the  market  to  strengthen, 
an  ageing  but  more  wealthy 
population  serving  as  a  stimulus 
to  foreign  travel. 

The  City  institutions  did  a 
good  job  of  sand-bagging  earlier 
expectations,  putting  it  about 


that  they  were  too  high.  This  is 
part  of  tne  usual  rituafsurround- 
mg  any  new  issue;  but  the  City 
distrust  seems  well-founded. 
Earnings  were  boosted  by  a  low 
tax  level  but  it  was  the  depred¬ 
ation  policy  that  caused  most 
concern.  This  is  always  a 
controversial  issue  for  hotels, 
and  Thistle  has  taken  a  more 
optimistic  view  than  most  on  the 
life  expectation  of  its  assets. 

As  one  example,  soft  furnish¬ 
ings  had  been  depredated  over 
15  years,  clearly  a  nonsense  as 
curtains  and  the  like  at  four-star 
hotels  can  hardly  be  expected  to 
last  this  long.  Thistle  brought  in 
a  new  policy  for  the  flotation, 
taking  this  down  to  ten  years,  but 
this  is  still  twice  as  long  as  at 
comparable  businesses.  A  low 
depredation  charge  enhances 
earnings,  so  pushing  up  the 
value  put  on  the  shares. 

This  is  not  to  say  the  valuation 
of  Thistle  was  massaged,  but 
simply  that  the  City  took  its  own 
view,  and  this  view  prevailed.  At 
their  current  level  the  shares  look 
good  value.  The  demographics 
remain  the  same,  there  is  still  a 
shortage  of  rooms  in  London, 
and  the  hotels  cycle  is  some  way 


off  its  peak.  Private  shareholders 
receiving  their  certificates  next 
week  should  just  be  glad  they  did 
not  have  to  pay  21  Op  for  them. 

Hat  trick  not  yet 
in  the  bag 

□  IF  THE  optimists  are  right,  it 
could  be  a  record  year  for  stock 
markets,  for  new  issues  and  for 
mergers  and  acquisitions.  This 
hat  trick  may  require  a  last 
frantic  scramble  before  the  dull 
days  of  a  Labour  government, 
but  it  will  set  a  few  fund 
managers,  corporate  finanders 
and  businessmen  up  in  style, 
with  little  to  do  but  spend  their 
amassed  bonuses  and  sale  pro¬ 
ceeds  until  the  administration  is 
once  more  to  their  liking. 

Or  noL  The  stock  markets, 
both  here  and  on  Wall  Street, 
could  do  anything  between  now 
and  Christinas,  and  anyone  who 
attempts  to  predict  short-term 
trends  is  talking  through  their 
hat  Long  term,  the  view  is 
dearer;  anyone  short  on  equities 
for  any  significant  period  since 
the  War  has  regretted  it,  and 
there  is  no  reason,  in  terms  of 


Strategy  pays 
off  for  Bank 
of  Scotland 


By  Robert  Miller 


THE  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
Scotland  pointed  to  a  24  per 
cent  rise  in  half-year  profits,  to 
a  record  £324.3  million,  as 
testimony  to  the  success  of  its 
policy  to  expand  operations  in 
Australia  and  New  Zealand 
rather  titan  buy  a  UK  building 
society. 

Sir  Bruce  Pattuilo  yesterday 
said  that  the  Bank  of  Scotland 
has  successfully  expanded  its 
retail  savings  and  loans  opera¬ 
tions  without  having  had  to 
resort  to  an  expensive  acquisi¬ 
tion.  He  added:  “We  do  not 
need  a  building  society  to 
generate  a  stream  of  new 
mortgage  business.” 

On  the  back  of  a  highly- 
profitable  six  months  to  Au¬ 
gust  31.  Sir  Bruce  said  the 
bank  was  raising  the  halftime 
dividend,  payable  on  Novem¬ 
ber  29.  to  2.91p  (2.45p). 

Sir  Bruce  admitted  that  the 
decision  by-  Standard  Life  this 
summer  to  sell  30  per  cent  of 
its  32J3  pier  cent  slake  in  the 
bank  had  hurt  and  added  that 
he  believed  it  would  turn  out 
to  be  a  wrong  derision.  Buyers 
of  the  Standard  life  holding 
included  UBS.  the  merchant 
bank,  for  distribution  among 
a  number  of  its  funds. 

Broken-down  Bank  of  Scot¬ 
land  increased  its  pre-tax  prof¬ 
its  to  E190.4  million  from 
£183-2  million  last  time,  while 
British  Linen  Bank  saw  a  El 

HTV  offers 
welcome  to 
right  bid 

By  Eric  Reg  lily 

HTV.  the  [TV  company  in  the 
West  of  England  and  Wales 
that  is  a  perennial  takeover 
candidate,  said  that  it  is  not 
guarding  its  independence  but 
has  received  no  offers  from 
potential  bidders. 

Chris  Rowlands,  chief  exec¬ 
utive,  said  that  he  would  “wel¬ 
come  with  open  arms"  an  offer 
at  the  right  price.  Carlton 
Communications  and  United 
News  &  Med  is  flre  thought 
ihe  likeliest  bidders,  though 
both  unlikely  to  act  at  the  cur¬ 
rent  share  price.  HTV  shares 
closed  at  3S2p.  down  lbp- 
against  a  52-week  low  of  24Sp. 

HTV  reported  pre-tax  profits 
of  E6.7  million,  up  10  per  cent, 
for  the  half  year  to  June  30.  on 
turnover  of  £69.1  million,  up  4 
per  cent.  Tight  cost  control  and 
better  performance  by  Harvest 

Entertainment,  the  new  rights 

division,  were  behind  the  im¬ 
proved  results. 

The  inrerim  dividend,  pay¬ 
able  on  November  15.  rises  by 
12  per  cent,  to  l.4p- 


million  decline  in  its  contribu¬ 
tion  to  £7  million.  Bank  of 
Western  Australia  (Bank West}, 
acquired  this  yrar.  chipped  in 
with  E38.9  million,  and  Coun¬ 
trywide  Banking  Corporation 
in  New  Zealand  made  a  profit 
of  £19  million  (£135  million). 
Bank  of  Wales  more  than 
doubled  its  contribution  to 
£33  million. 

Operating  expenses  rose  34 
per  cent  to  £4583  million,  but 
the  bank  said  this  largely  arose 
from  the  first  time  inclusion  of 
a  full  half  year  of  operating 
expenses  from  BankWest, 
which  amounted  to  £63.6  mil¬ 
lion.  Excluding  BankWesfs  op¬ 
erating  expenses,  the  year-on- 
year  increase  would  have  been 
15  per  cent 

The  key  cost-to-income  ratio 
rose  to  52.9  per  cent,  against 
503  per  cent  last  time  and  a 
healthy  48  per  cent  two  years 
ago.  However,  Sir  Bruce  said 
that  there  is  plenty  of  room  to 
cut  costs,  particularly  in  the 
Australian  operation,  where 
tiie  key  ratio  was  higher  than 
60percenL 

Sir  Bruce  said:  "These  re¬ 
sults  were  achieved  against 
generally  benign  economic 
conditions  in  the  UK  and 
USA,  with  slightty  more  diffi¬ 
cult  conditions  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand." 

Tempos,  page  28 


Blenheim 
silent  on 
bid  talks 

By  Fraser  Nelson 

BLENHEIM,  the  exibitions 
group,  kept  silent  yesterday 
about  the  progress  in  its 
takeover  taiks  with  Reed 
Elsevier,  as  it  unveiled  a 
strong  set  of  half-year  results. 

Neville  Buch.  chairman, 
said  its  interim  pre-tax  profits 
of  £30.7  million  (£13.1  mfllhni) 
showed  that  the  benefits  of  its 
management  restructuring 
were  taking  effect  earlier  than 
expected,  although  the  full 
impact  would  not  be  frit  until 
1997. 

Analysts  said  the  results 
should  provide  a  powerful 
bargaining  tool  in  the  take¬ 
over  talks  with  Reed,  which  is 
understood  to  be  offering 
480p  for  each  Blenheim  share. 
Mr  Buch  is  believed  to  be 
holding  out  for  a  SOOp-per- 
share  bid,  which  would  value 
his  company  at  £465  million. 

Blenheim's  full-year  profits 
are  expected  to  be  £38  miQioa. 
and  with  more  bi-annual  exhi¬ 
bitions  in  1997  are  forecast  to 
rise  to  £48  million  next  year. 


JJB  a  Euro  96  winner 
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By  Fraser  Nelson 

-»rt  boost-  of  £55.2  million  (£373  million). 

Ss^Uh  David  Whelan,  chairman, 

a  record  said  the  company  had  seal  a 

all  kits  in  28  per  cent  rise  in  Uke-for-like 

tiiesemi-  sales  in  the  first  eight  weeks  of 

fora  9b  the  second  half,  which  he  put 

1  down  to  underlying  demand 

to  July  31  for  sP0^  accessories. 
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Scales  December  10,  was  declared. 


companies'  profitability,  why 
this  trend  should  change. 

As  to  corporate  activity,  the 
rush  of  flotations  is  definitely 
drying  up;  vide  Thistle,  investors 
are  cautious.  Any  fund  manager 
asked  to  pay  some  of  the  prices 
on  offer  will  inevitably  wuiry 
about  the  effect  on  his  portfolio, 
and  his  year-end  bonus,  of  a 
sharp  pre-Christmas  reverse. 
The  level  of  the  markets  does  not 
encourage  takeovers  either. 
M&A  work  in  the  last  quarter  of 
1995  was  something  like  £20 
billion,  a  figure  that  needs  to  be 
exceeded  if  1996  is  to  be  another 
record  year.  Common  sense  sug¬ 
gests  it  will  not;  but  City  bemuses 
will  be  healthy  enough  anyway, 
thank  you. 

Chaos  postponed 

□  OFFICIAL:  the  markets  are 
safe  for  now.  Among  next 
spring's  crop  of  business  books  is 
The  Edge  of  Chaos  by  Bernice 
Cohen,  who  writes  a  diary 
column  for  the  financial  pages  of 
a  Sunday  newspaper.  Inis  looks 
at  the  application  of  chaos 
theory,  that  deeply  fashionable  if 
generally  misunderstood  branch 
of  physics,  to  the  world  of 
finance.  It  also  promises,  says 
the  publisher's  blurb,  to  forecast 
tiie  next  market  crash.  The 
publication  date  has  been  altered 
by  hand  in  the  catalogue,  put 
back  four  months  to  February. 
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Megahertz  this.  Nanosecond  that; 
Until,  that  is.  it  comes  10  delivery  times 


At  which  point,  the  nanosecond  mysteriously 
becomes  about  two  working  weeks. 


We  agree  that  speed  matters.  That’s  why  if  you  order 
a  great-value  Hewlett-Packard  PC, 
we’ll  have  it  to  you  in  just  48  hours. 


Hewlett-Packard  Vectra  VL  5/120’ 

•  Pentium*  processor  120MHz  with 
840MB  enhanced  IDE  hard  dink 

•  8MB  EDO  RAM  -  256KB  pipeline 
burst  synchronous  cache  *  Bus  Master 

enhanced  IDE  HDD  controller 
■  Desktop  4x4  package  ■  Windows 
for  Workgroups  3-11  or  Windows  96 
pre-loaded  •  Win  95  keyboard  and 


ml 


moose  •  HP  DMI  250  pre-loaded  *  Dual 
level  password  *  14*  low  emissions 
1024  monitor  •  3  year 
warranty.  1st  year  on  site,  fijpr 
Other  Hewlett-Packard  H i 

PCs  available  within  48 
boars*  •  HP  Vectra  VL  5/1S3*  “  ” 

Pentium  processor  133MHz,  * 

138GB  HDD,  16MB  RAM,  ^  ~ 


15*  low  emissions  1024  monitor  at 
£1,149  ex.  VAT  (£1,360.08  toe.  VAT) 
•  HP  Vectra  VL  5/166’ 
WL  Pentium  processor  166MHz, 
138GB  HDD,  16MB  RAM, 
2.  15"  low  emissions  1024 

monitor  at  £1,340  ex.  VAT 
(£1 ,585.08  inc.  VAT)  *  HP 
— Vectra  XM  5056’ Network 


Ready,  Pentium  processor  166MHz, 
I -28GB  HDD,  15MB 
RAM,  15'  low  A 

emissions  1024  f 
monitor  ar  £1,399 

Telephone  0990  47  47  47 

Tor  further  information. 


excluding  VAT 


£1,  115.08  including  VAT 
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WICHA^CLAflK- 

Futures  spur  the  index 
to  a  record  4,000  plus 


Bond  dealers  in  buying  frenzy  on  Liffe  yesterday 


AMERICAN  investors  took  a 
shine  to  the  London  stock 
market  and  sent  share  prices 
soaring  through  the  4.000 
level  to  dose  at  their  highest 
levels  ever.  Government  secu¬ 
rities  also  rose  by  more  than  £1 
at  the  longer  end. 

The  FT-SE 100  index  took  its 
signal  from  a  positive  perfor¬ 
mance  overnight  on  Wall 
Street  to  launch  its  assault  on 
the  elusive  4,000  mark.  It 
achieved  it  in  some  style, 
dosing  22.9  up  at  a  record 
4,015.1  after  brieOy  touching 
4.016.4.  Much  of  the  market's 
early  impetus  came  from  the 
futures  market  where  traders 
reported  brisk  trade  backed  by 
heavy  overseas  demand. 

Turnover  in  the  cash  market 
was  also  impressive  with  a 
total  of  815  million  shares 
changing  hands.  Any  remain¬ 
ing  worries  about  growing 
inflationary  pressures  were 
offset  by  the  latest  housing 
survey  from  the  Halifax  Build¬ 
ing  Society  showing  a  drop  in 
prices  during  September. 

Thisde  Hotels  could  not 
have  timed  its  stock  market 
debut  better  with  the  shares 
opening  at  !7lp  on  a  when- 
issued  basis  compared  with 
the  original  offer  price  of  170p. 
They  ended  the  day  at  172'zp. 
a  premium  of  2'zp.  as  almost 
36  million  shares  were  traded. 
At  this  level  the  group  is 
valued  at  more  than  El  billion. 
Unconditional  trading  in  the 
shares  starts  next  Wednesday. 

Brokers  reported  a  revival 
in  speculative  buying.  Imper¬ 
ial  Tobacco,  this  week's  new¬ 
comer,  was  chased  10' jp 
higher  at  404p  on  suggestions 
that  it  will  be  the  subject  of  a 
dawn  raid  this  morning.  Al¬ 
most  ten  million  shares  had 
traded  by  the  close.  The  sup¬ 
port  for  Imps  spilled  over  into 
BAT  Industries,  which  rose 
5'ap  to  437p. 

Yorkshire  Electricity  was 
again  being  talked  of  as  a 
possible  takeover  target  with 
the  price  standing  out  with  a 
rise  of  23p  at  772'ap  in  a  thin 
market  with  23  million  shares 
traded  by  the  dose. 

Kwik  Save,  the  food  retail¬ 
er.  clawed  back  some  of  its 
recent  losses,  caused  by  a 
spate  of  brokers'  profit 
downgradings,  to  dose  18‘2p 
better  at  330p.  The  speculators 
claim  the  group  is  lining  up  a 
merger  with  Iceland  Group, 
the  frozen  food  retailer.  Bro¬ 
kers  who  follow  the  stock  are 
sceptical  about  such  claims. 

Better  than  expected  interim 
figures  lifted  Bank  of  Scot¬ 
land  9p  to  264'2p  as  brokers 


began  the  task  of  upgrading 
their  estimates  for  the  full 
year.  Most  of  them  are  now 
looking  far  between  £640  mil¬ 
lion  and  £660  million  com¬ 
pared  with  earlier  estimates  of 
between  £600  million  and 
£620  million.  Much  cif  the 
improvement  came  from  the 
dealing  bank  side  of  the 
business  and  that  turned  out 
to  be  good  news  for  Royal 


Bank  of  Scotland,  up  16p  at 
516'2p. 

Profit  downgradings  by  at 
least  three  brokers  left 
Cookson  Group  nursing  a  fall 
of  13 ‘zp  at  234' zp.  Tilney. 
ABN  Amro  Hoare  Govett  and 
Henderson  Crasthwaite  have 
all  cut  their  forecasts  for  this 
year  and  next  by  10  per  cent. 
Henderson  says  it  reflects 
depressed  conditions  in 
Cookson's  electronic  equip¬ 


ment  arm.  It  is  the  second 
downgrading  for  the  group  in 
recent  months.  Brokers  cut 
their  estimates  in  June  when 
the  group  was  relegated  as  a 
FT-SE  100  index  constituent. 

Half-year  figures  from  HTV 
Group,  takeover  favourite, 
came  in  a  r  the  top  end  of 
expectations  with  the  group 
reporting  a  £600,000  increase 
in  pre-tax  profits  to  £6.7  mil¬ 


lion.  Broadcasting  profits 
were  higher  but  advertising 
revenues  remained  dull.  Louis 
Sherwood,  chairman,  is  look¬ 
ing  for  an  improvement  in  the 
second  half. 

In  recent  weeks,  the  HTV 
share  price,  lp  easier  at  352p. 
has  been  supported  by  talk  of 
an  imminent  bid' from  either 
Michael  Green’s  Carlton 
Communications,  down  15p 
at  469p,  or  Lord  Hollidc's 


United  News  &  Media,  18‘zp 
down  at  665p.  United  News 
has  also  been  linked  with 
Blenheim,  the  exhibitions  spe¬ 
cialist.  which  weighed  in  yes¬ 
terday  with  a  sharp  increase 
in  half-year  pre-tax  profits  of 
E30.7  million  compared  with 
E13.1  million  last  time.  Blen¬ 
heim  was  Ip  easier  at  4I5p. 

Pegasus,  the  computer  soft¬ 
ware  specialist,  fell  17' zp  to 
357 'zp  after  it  emerged  that 
bid  talks  with  Sage  had  bro¬ 
ken  down.  Sage  had  been 
prepared  to  bid  up  to  475p  a 
share,  valuing  the  entire 
group  at  £30  million.  Pfegasus 
said  that  was  not  enough  and 
pulled  out  of  the  talks.  It  also 
maintained  that  if  the  bid  had 
gone  through,  it  would  have 
been  referral  to  the  Monopo¬ 
lies  and  Mergers  Commis¬ 
sion.  Sage  firmed  4p  to  476p. 

First-time  dealings  in  Eur¬ 
asia  Mining  on  the  Alterna¬ 
tive  Investment  Market  got  off 
to  a  slow  start.  Placed  at  3t0p 
by  T.  Hoare.  the  broker,  the 
share  began  trading  at  315p 
and  held  steady  at  that  level 
for  the  rest  of  the  day. 

dubhaus,  the  golf  course 
operator,  celebrated  the  news 
that  David  Llqyd,  the  tennis 
ace  turned  businessman,  was 
joining  the  board  with  a  rise  of 
7‘zp  at  75p.  Half-year  figures 
revealed  a  small  dip  in  profits. 

Joseph  Holt,  the  brewer, 
jumped  37 ‘zp  to  £28.75  after 
completing  a  buyback  of  its 
own  shares.  Cazenove,  the 
broker,  bought  a  total  of 
150,000  shares,  or  almost  5  per 
cent  of  the  issued  share  capi¬ 
tal,  for  the  company  at  £27.75. 

Positive  comments  about 
current  trading  enabled 
Hewden-Stuart  the  plant  hire 
group,  to  shrug  off  its  first-half 
profits  setback  with  the  shares 
rising  5'zp  to  Mlp. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Continued 
support  by  foreign  investors 
enabled  bonds  in  London  to 
outperform  German  bunds. 
Gains  of  more  than  £1  were 
recorded  at  the  longer  end.  In 
die  futures  pit,  die  December 
series  of  the  long  gilt  jumped 
£15i6  to  EUO'ia  as  the  total 
number  of  contracts  complet¬ 
ed  reached  106,000.  In  longs. 
Treasury  8  per  cent  2015  was 
E153z  higher  at  £I0I,3k&.  while 
in  shorts  Treasury  8  per  cent 
2000  hardened  £“32  to 
£104933. 

□  NEW  YORK;  There  were 
moderate  gains  on  Wail  Street 
after  an  early  surge  levelled  off 
towards  midday,  when  the 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average 
was  17.52  points  ahead  at 
5.922.42. 
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Brokers  have  been  unable  to  work  up  any  enthusiam  for  Grand 
Metropolitan  after  a  meeting  with  the  company.  NatWest 
Securities  rates  the  shares  a  hold  but  has  downgraded  for  the 
year  just  ended,  by  £8  million  to  £962  million.  Goldman  Sachss, 
its  view  unchanged,  does  not  expect  the  shares  to  outperform. 
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German  juggernaut 


THE  DEUTSCHE  Telekom  flotation  will  be 
the  biggest  share  offering  in  Europe  this  year, 
and  should  prove  highly  attractive  to  German 
investors.  International  investors,  who  will  be 
offered  half  of  the  DM  IS  billion  issue,  will  be 
less  keen. 

Full  details  about  the  flotation  have  not 
emerged,  but  the  German  Government  has 
leaked  some  information.  Deutsche  Telekom 
is  to  pay  some  DM3  billion  in  dividends  next 
year,  implying  a  share  price  somewhere 
between  DM20  and  DM30  and  a  net  yield  of 
4  per  cent  to  5  per  cent  In  a  country  where 
interest  rales  are  low  and  the  stock  market 
yields  only  2.1  per  cent,  such  a  yield  looks 
positively  luxurious.  British  investors,  on  the 
other  hand  may  scoff:  the  income  return  on 
the  FT-SE  afl-share  index  is  3.75  per  cent  and 
BT  yields  more  than  6  per  cent 


The  German  telephone  utility  may  go 
unloved  for  another  reason.  With  a  stagger¬ 
ing  DMI00  billion  in  debt,  it  could  be  argued 
that  the  utility  is  almost  worthless  according 
to  some  measures  of  value.  However,  Deut¬ 
sche  Telekom  has  a  few  things  going  for  il 
Big  reductions  in  capital  expenditure  and  the 
elimination  of  60.000  employees  are  generat¬ 
ing  substantial  free  cash  flow,  virtually  all  of 
which  is  being  used  to  repay  borrowings.  Less 
debt  means  that  net  earnings  will  rise  more 
rapidly  than  operating  earnings. 

Deutsche  Telekom  will  have  to  fight  hard 
for  top-line  growth.  Germany  is  the  conti¬ 
nent's  richest  telecoms  market  and  the  world's 
biggest  players  all  want  to  grab  their  share. 
However,  for  foreign  investors,  die  debt-laden 
Deutsche  Telekom  is  an  expensive  way  to  buy 
their  own  piece  of  the  pie. 


Bank  of  Scotland 

BANK  of  Scotland  needed  a 
good  set  of  results  and  that  is 
what  it  produced  yesterday. 
The  first  opportunity  to  as¬ 
sess  the  bank  after  Standard 
Life  dumped  the  best  part  of 
its  holding  In  July  gave 
support  to  the  traditional 
view:  Bank  of  Scotland  is  an 
efficient  and  highly  profit¬ 
able  operator. 

Profits  and  interest  mar¬ 
gins  were  up  and  while  the 
bank  suffered  another  set¬ 
back  to  the  cost  income  ratio, 
there  are  sensible  reasons  for 
the  growth  in  overhead  at  a 
normally  frugal  institution. 
Heavy  investment  in  sys¬ 
tems  and  the  takeover  of 
Bank  of  Western  Australia  (a 
less  efficient  bank)  increased 
the  ratio  by  two  points. 

Few  will  question  Bank  of 
Scotland's  ability  to  get  that 
figure  back  to  a  level  below 
50  per  cent  —  it  has  a  record 


Norwich  Union 

THE  good  news  is  that 
Norwich  Union’s  proposed 
flotation  will  benefit  an  un¬ 
usually  high  number  of  poli¬ 
cyholders.  Included  in  the 
distribution  of  free  shares  are 
several  categories  of  inves¬ 
tors  normally  neglected  in 
such  windfall  payouts.  The 
strategy  should  ensure  the 
flotation  is  voted  through 
without  a  hitch. 

However,  NU*  real  chall¬ 
enge  will  be  to  convince  the 
institutions  to  part  with  their 
money  when  they  have  so 
many  other  robust  insurance 
rivals  to  choose  from.  The 
likes  of  Commercial  Union, 
Legal  &  General  and  Royal  & 
Sun  Alliance  already  have 
strong  life  and  general  insur¬ 
ance  businesses. 

Nil’s  proposed  flotation 
date,  pencilled  in  for  June 
next  year,  will  also  clash 
uncomfortably  with  the  Hali¬ 
fax’s  conversion. 

The  worry  for  investors  is 
that  NU  will  immediately  go 
on  a  spending  spree,  it  has 


of  squeezing  more  out  of  its 
assets. 

The  issue  is  whether  the 
bank  can  continue  to  grow 
its  share  of  the  overcrowded 
UK  financial  services  mar¬ 
ket  In  that  light  its  decision 
not  to  develop  or  acquire  a 
life  and  pensions  arm  is 
bizarre.  Pensions  are  one 
area  where  financial  institu¬ 
tions  can  hope  for  some  real 


still  toiive  down  its  ill-judged 
foray  into  commercial  prop¬ 
erty.  The  City  will  react  badly 
to  NU  buying  another  gener¬ 
al  insurance  business,  a  sec¬ 
tor  that  is  highly  volatile,  at  a 
time  when  insurance  com¬ 
posites  are  turning  their  at¬ 
tention  to  the  calmer  waters 
of  life  insurance.  The  conso¬ 
lation  for  policyholders  is 
that  NU  will  have  a  market 
capitalisation  in  the  £3  to  £4 
billion  range,  which  makes  it 
too  big  for  institutions  to 
ignore  if  they  are  to  maintain 
their  weighting  to  the  insur¬ 
ance  sector. 

Cairn  Energy 

OIL  and  gas  shares  are  on  an 
Iraqi  roll  and  the  reaction  to 
Cairn  Energy’s  cash  call  has 
more  to  do  with  Saddam  than 
substance.  Only  two  months 
ago  Cairn  raised  £50  million 
from  shareholders  to  develop 
its  Sangu  gas  field  in  Bangla¬ 
desh,  an  asset  which  has  so  ex¬ 
cised  the  market  that  Cairn’s 
shares  have  more  than  tripled 
in  value  over  the  past  year. 


growth,  as  state  provision 
declines. 

That  leaves  Bank  of  Scot¬ 
land  fighting  tooth  and  nail 
for  mortgage  and  corporate 
business.  For  investors,  the 
banking  sector  has  become  a 
play  on  cost  reduction  and 
branch  closures  and  for  afl 
its  merits.  Bank  of  Scotland’s 
lean  machine  lacks  a  long¬ 
term  growth  strategy. 


Yesterday.  Cairn  asked  for  a 
further  £133  million  for  the 
takeover  of  Command,  an 
Australian  company  that 
owns  a  stake  in  an  Indian  oil 
and  gas  field,  as  well  as  ex¬ 
ploration  and  production  in¬ 
terests  in  Mongolia.  Tunisia, 
Russia  and  Yemen. 

A  more  sedate  share  mar¬ 
ket  might  have  questioned 
whether  Cairn  needed  an  ex¬ 
pensive  diversification  at  this 
stage  in  its  development. 
Cairn  is  unlikely  to  hold  on  to 
Command's  entire  portfolio 
—  the  smaller  plays  will  be 
sold  off  along  with  Cairn's 
onshore  production  in  the 
UK.  But  Cairn  is  paying  a 
high  price  —  $5  per  barrel  — 
for  Command's  58  million 
barrels  of  proven  reserves. 

For  Cairn  to  justify  paying 
a  premium  for  the  assets,  it 
must  be  assuming  consider¬ 
able  upside  in  Command’s 
Indian  portfolio.  To  keep  the 
Cairn  bandwagon  going,  in¬ 
vestors  need  to  take  a  lot  on 
trust. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortished 


BANK  OF  SCOTLAND:  SHORT 
ON  LONG-TERM  BUSINESS 
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W :  i  null:  5*» 

1  nuft 

2  mtb 

3  mth 
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“It  used  to  be 
called  Euro  tu  rinel” 

Takes  the  cake 

BOSSES  from 
Rovce.  Coopers  &  Lybrand 
and  Warburgs  will  sit 
down  for  supper  at  TJe 
Savoy  in.  the  company  of a 
hvo-vearold  cake.  The 
cakt  made  for  the  memon- 
a]  service  for  the  late  cricket 
commentator  Brian  John¬ 
ston.  will  be  wheefed  out 
again  tonight  at  The  Crick¬ 
et  Ball,  in  aid  of  The  Brian 
Johnston  Memorial  Fund. 
John  Major  has.  unfortu¬ 
nately.  declined  his  invita¬ 
tion  to  join  diners  and  the 
defrosted  cake. 

AFTER  famously  stacking 

out  of  a  Downing  street 
Cabinet  meeting.  Michael 

Heseltine'ssubsequentdr 

parturt  from  the  DW« 
men,  of  Trade  and 
Industry  appears  to  have 
been  Less  spectacular. 
Speaking  at  a 
tion  ceremony  at  the  Do 
Chester  to  mark  L'V 
watchdog  Imros  entry 
into  the  Invesjors  In 
people  (UP) 

came  clean:  “L  committed 
the  DTI  to  IIP  and  then  * 

g or  shuffled  out  of  the 

Lr r  So  now  we  know. 

Morag  Preston 


Odd.  you  may  think,  that  the  first 
muffled  outbreak  of  dissent  ar 
Labour’s  conference  should  come 
over  the  politically  yawn-making  topic  of 
pensions.  The  subject  is,  however,  highly 
charged  for  Labour.  Back  at  the  1092 
election,  its  one  proposal  for  a  big 
immediate  rise  in  spending  was  to  make  a 
step  increase  in  the  basic  state  pension. 

To  show  that  the  party  was  responsible  in 
costing  that,  the  late  John  Smith  devised  a 
shadow  Budget  that  raised  tax  deductions 
to  60  per  cent  at  a  level  of  income  the  party 
thought  made  you  rich.  The  good  folk  of 
BasQdon,  and  many  others  round  Britain, 
smelt  a  raLlfthe  rich  were  paying  fora  one- 
off  pension  rise,  who  was  going  to  pay  for 
everything  else?  The  leadership  has  learned 
its  lesson.  Avoid  commitments  on  pensions. 

The  future  of  the  basic  state  pension  is  not 
just  a  matter  of  tactics.  It  is  touchstone  to 
help  define  the  gap  between  new  Labour 
and  its  forebears.  Has  the  party  been 
modernised  to  Lake  account  of  privatisation, 
or  has  it  changed  its  spots? 

If  the  state  pays  out  cash  in  benefits, 
exactly  how  it  is  done  scarcely  matters  to 
people  in  their  role  as  taxpayers.  In  their 
role  as  potential  recipients,  it  matters  a  lot. 
There  is  a  deep  difference  between  a  wel¬ 
fare  stale  that  seeks  to  reduce  poverty  and  a 
benefit  system  that  seeks  to  relieve  it.  Since 
1979,  there  has  been  huge  increase  in  bene¬ 
fit  costs.  Within  that,  there  has  been  a 
gradual  shift  away  from  universal  poverty- 
reducing  transfers  (such  as  bask  states 
pensions  and  unemployment  pay)  towards 
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Royal  Mail 
first  past  post 

GOOD  news,  at  last,  for 
Royal  MaiL  after  its  relay 
race  yesterday  with  Nor¬ 
wich  Union.  Around  80 
per  cent  of  the  insurer's 
three  million  policyhold¬ 
ers  received  the  announce- 
merit  of  the  proposed 
■  flotation  and  welcome 
windfall  in  their  morning 
post,  either  before  or  at  the 
same  time  as  the  official 
announcement  was  made 
in  the  City.  Cornflakes  will 
never  taste  the  same  again 
for  the  chief  executive, 
Allan  Bridgewater. 

Wembley  woe 

DAVE  WHELAN,  chair¬ 
man  of  JJB  Sports,  was 
back  at  Wembley  Stadium 
yesterday  For  the  first  time 
since  he  was  carried  off  the 
hallowed  turf  with  a  bro¬ 
ken  leg  in  I960.  It  was  after 
playing  for  Blackburn 
Rovers  against  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Wanderers,  who 
eventually  won  3-0.  that 
Whelan  picked  up  enough 
injury  money  to  start  his 
business.  There  was  no 
silver  lining  yesterday, 
however.  The  team  from 
JJB  Sports  lost  to  JD 
Sports.  Dixons,  and  Cobra 
in  the  Umbra  Tournament 

BA  dress  sense 

SIR  COLIN  MARSHALL 
and  Robert  Ayling.  chair¬ 
man  and  chief  executive  of 
British  Airways,  could 
soon  be  sporting  chunky- 
krift  sweaters  a  la  Richard 
Branson.  BA  has  bowed  to 
the  inevitable  and  is  allow¬ 
ing  staff  and  their  families 
who  travel  on  discount 
tickets  to  dress  in  muftL 
Until  now  a  strict  dress 
code  was  rigorously  en¬ 
forced.  Welcome  to  the 
20th  century.  BA 

Gammell  scores 

AT  LAST,  victory  is  in 
sight  for  Bill  GammeU. 
chief  executive  of  Cairn 
Energy  and  a  former  Scot¬ 
tish  international  rugby 
player.  Gammell,  who 
grew  up  with  Tony  Blair  at 
Fettes.  College.  Edinburgh, 
and  studiously  avoided  the 
rugby  pitch  while  af 
school  never  once  scored  a 
try  against  the  Austra¬ 
lians.  However,  he  got  his 
own  back  yesterday,  when 
Cairn  Energy  bid  £190 
million  for  Command  Pe¬ 
troleum.  a  listed  company 
in  Australia. 


State  pension  is  touchstone 
for  the  Utilitarian  Party 


means-tested  poverty  relief  (such  as  hous¬ 
ing  benefit  and  income  support). 

The  basic  stale  pension  has  been  central 
to  this  trend.  From  1980.  it  has  been  indexed 
only  to  prices,  rather  than  the  higher  of 
pricei  or  average  earnings.  The  costs  of 
pensions  has  stiU  risen  about  a  quarter  in 
real  terms.  More  people  are  living  longer. 
Many  more  women  arc  earning  a  foil 
entitlement  through  their  contributions. 
Some  real  increases  have  been  paid.  And 
the  pension  had  to  be  bumped  up  above 
general  inflation  when  VAT  was  slapped  on 
domestic  fad,  a  big  item  for  pensioners. 

Even  so,  the  burden  on  taxpayers  of 
paying  the  basic  pension  has  fallen  quite 
sharply.  In  1979-80.  it  accounted  for  about 
4.15  per  cent  of  the  national  income.  This 
year,  it  should  take  only  3.7  per  cent.  That 
would  be  a  huge  saving,  if  only  this  money 
and  more  had  not  been  used  for  means- 
tested  poverty  relief.  This  downtrend 
should  accelerate  under  current  rules, 
perhaps  to  3  per  cent  of  national  income  in 
13  years  time.  In  spite  of  scares  about  a 
demographic  timebomb,  the  ratio  of  pen¬ 
sioners  to  earners  should  not  rise  much 
before  2010.  Labour  does  not  need  to  ask  if  it 
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can  afford  to  raise  pensions,  but  whether  it 
wishes  to  switch  money  away  from  them. 
On  a  utilitarian  value-formooey  judgment, 
means-testing  is  always  the  best  way  to  help 
those  in  need.  A  small  rise  in  universal  state 
pension  only  adds  to  the  available  re¬ 
sources  of  pensioners  who  do  not  draw 
means-tested  benefits. 

The  real  world  is  not  utilitarian.  An 
earned  entitlement  lifts  you  up  A  means- 
tested  benefit  of  the  same  amount  leaves 
you  poor.  If  Labour  continued  the  switch 
from  transfers  to  means-tested  benefits,  it 


would  add  to  poverty  rather  than  reduce  it 
The  value-for-money  approach  also  wreaks 
havoc  with  incentives.  A  means-tested 
benefit,  like  a  punitive  tax  rate:  corrodes 
incentives  to  do  anything  but  cheat  That  is 
why  means-testing,  rather  than  "feather¬ 
bedding"  breeds  a  welfare  culture. 

New  Labour  seems  actually  to  have 
become  the  Utilitarian  Party,  but  is  not  yet 
sure  it  wants  to  be.  Its  justice  commission 
under  Sir  Gordon  Borne;  duly  scared  by 
Hie  ageing  population  threat  preferred 
targeted  help  to  the  poorest  pensioners  to 
restoring  the  link  to  earnings,  which  would 
be  wasted  on  the  affluent  and  would  cost  a 
packet  if  backdated  to  1980.  Gordon  Brown 
opted  to  target  help  for  16  to  IfFyear  old 
students,  on  the  lines  of  university  grants 
instead  of  child  benefit,  which  is  paid  to 
millionaires  who  send  their  sons  to  Eton. 

The  party  is  still  anxious  to  avoid  the 
infected  term  "means-tested"  So  it  suggest¬ 
ed  a  minimum  pension  entitlement,  aiming 
to  bring  in  the  estimated  700,000  pension¬ 
ers  who  could  claim  income  support  but  do 
not.  while  excluding  those  with  private 
pensions.  This  sleight  of  hand  should  fool 
no-one.  The  critical  long-term  pension  issue 
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is  to  persuade  and  help  people  on  lower 
incomes  to  save  for  their  own  post-Serps 
private  pensions.  By  definition,  many 
cannot  easily  spare  the  cash,  even  if  low- 
cost  schemes  can  be  set  up  for  them.  A 
means-tested  "extra"  state  pension  would 
destroy  the  incentive  to  save  for  a  modest 
lap-up  that  millions  think  they  cannot 
afford. 

For  that  reason,  as  much  as  internal 
political  embarrassment,  that  idea  seemed 
to  have  been  dropped.  Chris  Smith,  when 
shadow  Soda!  Security  Secretary,  formally 
dropped  the  old  commitment  to  pensions 
indexed  to  earnings,  but  set  an  objective 
that  "all  pensioners  share  fairly  in  the 
increasing  prosperity  of  the  nation". 

There  is  a  simple  way  to  ensure  that, 
while  avoiding  any  open-ended  spending 
commitment  to  an  ageing  population.  That 
is  to  fix  total  spending  on  the  basic  state 
pension  as  a  proportion  of  national  income, 
say  the  present  3.7  per  cent  Pensions  are 
then  automatically  indexed  to  the  nation's 
ability  to  pay.  Until  the  second  decade  of  the 
next  century,  the  stale  pension  would  nearly 
be  indexed  to  earnings.  That  would  help 
today's  and  tomorrow's  pensioners  know 
where  they  stand  but  would  not  interfere 
with  incentives  to  build  private  pensions, 
which  should  start  building  up  by  then. 

Sadly.  Mr  Smith  was  replaced  by  Harriet 
Harman  and  the  radical  Utilitarian  Party 
agenda  has  been  resuscitated.  That  suits 
Labour’s  election  tactics.  Any  post-election 
pensions  commission  would  surely  see 
through  it 


Norwich  Union’s  flotation  typifies  the  changing  face  of  insurance,  says  Marianne  Curphey 

A  case  of  mutual  pride  surrendered 


NORWICH  UNION'S  flota¬ 
tion  plans  bring  to  a  dose 
almost  200  years  of  being  a 
mutual,  and  open  another 
chapter  in  the  changing  face  of 
the  UK  insurance  industry. 

NU  is  the  first  mutual  life 
insurer  to  announce  its  ambi¬ 
tions  to  go  public,  and  other, 
smaller  companies  will  be 
watching  its  progress. 

Among  them  will  be  Friends 
Provident,  which  is  still  con¬ 
sidering  whether  to  ditch  its 
mutual  status  and  take  the 
stock  market  plunge,  remain 
as  it  is,  or  look  for  a  powerful 
new  parent.  Scottish  Amicable 
is  another  life  mutual  at  a 
crossroads,  although  the  City 
feeling  is  that  it  is  probably  too 
small  to  float  alone.  Scottish 
Life  and  NPI  have  also  been 
touted  as  candidates  for 
demutualisation  or  takeover, 
and  even  the  UK’S  biggest 
mutuals,  inducting -Standard 
Life.  Scottish  Widows  and 
Equitable  Life  may  have  to 
consider  demutualisation.  At 
present,  however,  the  latter 
three  emphasise  their  commit-, 
ment  to  mutuality. 

The  trigger  for  this  wave  of 
change  within  the  industry  is 
technology-  Traditionally,  the 
daily  administration  of  insur¬ 
ance  claims  generated  moun¬ 
tains  of  paperwork,  handled 
by  huge  teams  of  backroom 
staff.  The  advent  of  sophisti¬ 
cated  computer  systems  and 
on-screen  claims  handling  has 
led  companies  to  scale  down 
staff  numbers  or  even  contract 
out  the  back  office  operation,  a 
practice  known  euphemistical¬ 
ly  as  “outsourcing". 

There  are  also  too  many 
players  chasing  a  finite 
amount  of  business.  Over  the 
last  decade  the  industry  has 
seen  a  rash  of  new  entrants, 
mostly  offering  direct  insur¬ 
ance  over  the  telephone.  Dir¬ 
ect  Line  was  one  of  the  first  of 
these  young  upstarts.  It  holds 
the  number  one  position  in  the 
motor  market  and  insures  two 
million  private  motorists  ev¬ 
ery  year.  But  there  are  more 
than  50  other  direct  writers, 
some  concentrating  on  niche 
markets,  others  trying  to  com¬ 
pete  head-to-head  with  more 
established  rivals. 

In  addition,  the  insurance 
industry  is  feeling  the  squeeze 
from  the  banks  and  building 
societies,  which  once  relied  on 
them  to  provide  life  and 


The  ornate  Marble  Hall  at  Norwich  Union's  Surrey  House  headquarters,  after  the  completion  in  the  spring  of  an  extensive  four-year  refurbishment 


general  insurance  products. 
Having  seen  how  large  profit 
margins  could  be  on  insur¬ 
ance  business,  the  banks  and 
building  societies  are  starting 
to  set  up  their  own  operations, 
particularly  on  the  life  side. 

Abbey  National  and  the 
Halifax  Building  Society  have 
both  set  their  sights  on  becom¬ 
ing  financial  services  power¬ 
houses.  The  Halifax,  which  is 
due  to  float  next  year,  is  in  the 
process  of  developing  its  life 
insurance  division  through 
the  acquisition  of  the  Clerical 
Medical,  the  life  mutual. 

In  response,  insurance  com¬ 
panies  have  started  to  move 
into  the  banks’  traditional 
territory.  Norwich  Union’s 
closest  rivals  have  already 
taken  steps  to  ensure  that 
money  from  maturing  life 
insurance  policies  stays  with 
than  instead  of  ending  up  in 
building  society  coffers. 

Prudential,  the  biggest 
name  in  UK  pensions,  opened 


a  new  deposit-taking  service 
two  days  ago:  Standard  Life  is 
only  weeks  away  from  open¬ 
ing  its  own  bank  and  Scottish 
Widows  has  had  a  deposit 
service  since  May  1995. 

Once  it  has  successfully 
floated,  NU  will  probably 
have  to  start  its  own  bank  at  a 
cost  of  £20  million  or  so  to 
keep  up  with  developments  in 
the  industry.  It  say§  flotation 
will  give  it  the  freedom  to 
invest  more  adventurously 
and  so  make  greater  returns  to 
policyholders. 

But  observers  see  the  move 
as  defensive.  They  say  NU  has 
made  the  derision  to  become  a 
quoted  company  after  being 
assailed  by  its  larger,  pubtidy 
quoted  rivals  ana  forced  to 
witness  banks  and  building 
societies  encroaching  on  its 
traditional  business  sectors. 

Raising  money  from  share¬ 
holders  will  give  it  the  cash  it 
needs  to  expand,  either  organ¬ 
ically  or  through  acquisition. 


in  what  is  fast  beaming  a 
fiercely  competitive  market 

Earlier  this  year  NU’s  com¬ 
posite  rivals.  Royal  Insurance 
and  Sun  Alliance,  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  to  survive  in  such  a 
market  their  businesses  need¬ 
ed  to  be  streamlined  and 
competitive.  Their  merger, 
and  the  creation  of  a  new 
company.  Royal  &  Sun  Alli¬ 
ance,  is  expected  to  result  in 
the  loss  of  5.000  jobs.  But  it 
will  create  the  largest  insur¬ 
ance  company  in  the  UK.  with 
a  16  per  cent  market  share.  Its 
board  expects  to  save  £175 
million  by  1998  through  staff¬ 
ing  cuts  and  cost  reductions. 

Similarly.  Refuge  Assur¬ 
ance  and  United  Friendly 
believe  that  their  proposed 
merger  will  bring  cost  savings 
and  a  bigger  customer  base 
from  which  to  expand.  So 
what  can  investors  and  policy¬ 
holders  expect  in  this  brave 
new  world?  Most  analysts 
agree  that  the  current  wave  of 


consolidation  is  set  to 
continue. 

The  Halifax  will  probably 
be  looking  to  make  farther 
acquisitions  after  its  flotation. 
Commercial  Union,  one  of  the 
stronger  of  the  composites,  is 


believed  to  have  its  eye  on 
Guardian  Royal  Exchange,  its 
weaker  rival.  NatWest  Bank  is 
rumoured  to  be  stalking  Legal 
&  General,  although  the  latter 
could  just  as  easily  merge  with 
a  fellow  composite  or  buy  up 


smaller  fry.  Provident  Mutual 
has  already  been  taken  over 
by  General  Accident,  while 
five  companies,  including 
NatWest  bid  for  Clerical 
Medical,  which  means  that 
there  are  four  major  players 
with  spare  cash  looking  for  a 
life  company  to  buy. 

Some  observers  have  pre¬ 
dicted  that  in  five  years  there 
will  be  a  handful  only  of  major 
players  offering  a  one-stop 
financial  shop  to  individual 
investors.  These  mighty  insti¬ 
tutions  will  be  able  to  arrange 
a  mortgage,  issue  a  cheque 
book,  sort  out  your  life  insur¬ 
ance,  take  your  money  on 
deposit  and  provide  customers 
motor,  household  and  travel 
insurance. 

The  Halifax,  Abbey  Nat¬ 
ional  and  Prudential  have 
already  taken  steps  to  ensure 
they  are  ahead  of  the  game. 
The  Prudential  has  stated  that 
it  would  like  to  buy  a  building 
society  or  life  mutual  to  bolster 
its  existing  portfolio  of  life 
insurance.  NU  has  a  long  way 
to  go  before  it  can  compete  on 
these  terms.  The  City  regards 
the  performance  of  its  general 
insurance  business  as  medio¬ 
cre  and  its  management  have 
still  to  adjust  to  the  discipline 
of  running  a  quoted  company, 
rather  than  a  provincial 
mutual. 

Next  year  is  NU's  bicente¬ 
nary.  It  will  probably  make  it 
to  market  without  being  swal¬ 
lowed  by  a  large  predator. 
However,  in  common  with 
many  fellow  mutual  life  insur¬ 
ers,  there  is  no  guarantee  it 
will  enjoy  another  200  years  of 
independence. 
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Telephone  marathon  in  search  of  British  Gas  service  Give  credit  where 


From  Ms  Elaine  Elliott. 

Sir,  I  was  unfortunate  to 
inherit  a  British  Gas  sendee 
contract  on  moving  house 
earlier  this  year.  My  misfor¬ 
tune  was  compounded  on 
suffering  a  complete  break¬ 
down  of  my  central  heating 
system  last  weekend,  requir¬ 
ing  British  Gas’s  service. 

It  was  not  necessary  merely 
to  make  two  or  three  attempts 
to  telephone  in  order  to  get 
through  (Pennington.  Septem¬ 
ber  24).  more  like  between  20 
to  50  calls.  Each  time  I 
attempted  to  contact  British 
Gas  (which  was  more  often 


The  Saturday  factor 

From  MrK .  Fmncombe. 

Sir.  Mr  Hooper  of  Town  and 
Country  Lighting  is  mistaken 
in  thinking  the  number  of 
Saturdays  in  a  calendar 
month  might  affect  *e  retail 
sales  figures  produced  by  die 
Office  for  National  Statistics 
(“Saturday  factor  in  sales  fig¬ 
ures",  September  24). 

The  retail  sales  index  is  in 
fact  an  indicator  of  the 
average  sales  per  week  unth¬ 
in  standard  four  or  five- 
week  trading  periods  as 
opposed  to 
months.  The  trading  pen- 


than  should  have  been  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  reasons  given 
below)  it  took  me  approxi¬ 
mately  11-12  hours  to  get 
through!  Like  Mr  Fortin  (Let¬ 
ter.  September  29).  1  trial  a 
variety  of  numbers  with  no 
greater  success  on  any. 

However,  an  appointment 
was  made  for  Friday  after¬ 
noon  and  accordingly  I  took 
time  off  work.  Nobody  turned 
up,  nor  was  I  contacted  by 
British  Gas.  On  telephoning  1 
was  told  eventually  (at  7pm) 
dial  the  allocated  engineer 
was  “off  sick”.  A  farther 
appointment  was  made  for  the 


ods  for  August  in  both  1995 
and  1996  included  four  Satur¬ 
days  so  that  file  level  of  sales 
in  August  1996  was  not  influ¬ 
enced  by  an  increased  number 
of  Saturdays  in  the  calendar 
month. 


following  morning.  Nobody 
turned  up,  thus  another  phone 
call  was  required.  1  was 
assured  that  someone  would 
be  with  me  by  6pm.  Nobody 
turned  up.  1  phoned  again.  A 
further  appointment  was 
made  for  the  following  morn¬ 
ing. 

Much  to  my  amazement  an 
engineer  arrived.  He  even  had 
the  right  spare  part  and 
rectified  die  problem  within  a 
short  period. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ELAINE  ELLIOTT, 

164  Felstead  Road, 

Orpington.  Kent 


Yours  faithfully, 

KEITH  FRANCOMBE, 
Director  of  Distribution  and 
Services  Sector  Division, 
Office  for  National  Statistics, 
Cardiff  Road,  Newport, 

South  Wales. 


Give  credit  where 
credit  is  due 

From  Mr  Erik  PecJcett 
Sir,  Having  read  the  report  on 
the  problems  regarding  Brit¬ 
ish  Gas  servicing  (September 
24),  it  was  with  some  trepida¬ 
tion  that  I  telephoned  the 
service  contract  number  this 
morning  at  about  10  am.  The 
call  was  answered  on  my 
second  attempt  and  a  cheerful 
voice,  haring  checked  my 
details,  announced  that  if  I 
could  be  in  this  afternoon  an 
engineer  would  call.  At 
12.02pm,  the  engineer  arrived 
and  by  12.41pm  he  had  left, 
having  replaced  the  pump  on 
the  system.  Credit  where  cred¬ 
it  is  due. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ERIK  PECKETT, 

The  Haven, 

Gabwell  Lane. 
Stokemteignhead, 

Newton  Abbot.  Devon. 
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Call  to  the  top  for  prompt  efficient  service  also  draws  a  non-response 

From  MrD.  Watkiss  priority  attention  and  prompt  of  Operations  (01784  874000) 


Sir.  We  are  waiting  for  a  part 
of  our  boiler  which  packed  up 
almost  three  weeks  ago,  but 
due  to  the  unavailability  of  our 
local  three-star  service  fWe 
undertake  to  provide  you  with 


priority  attention  and  prompt 
efficient  service"  —  from  their 
latest  mailshot)  we  have  no 
idea  when. 

Haring  failed  to  reach  any¬ 
one  by  phone  for  the  past  five 
days,  I  was  given  the  number 
of  Mr  Bob  Fraser  —  Director 


of  Operations  (01784  874000) 
—  which  1  have  just  dialled. 
The  result:  no  reply. 

Yours  faithfully, 

DAVID  WATX1SS. 

41  Queens  Gardens, 
Ealing,W5. 
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Multiplex 
expansion 
by  Virgin 

Virgin  Cinemas  has 
stepped  up  its  expansion 
programme  by  announcing 
plans  for  three  giant  cine¬ 
mas.  The  Virgin  Cinemas 
Megapiex,  a  20-screen  com¬ 
plex  seating  about  5.000. 
will  open  in  Leeds  in  early 
1998.  It  will  be  followed  by 
a  15-screen  cinema  in  Bol¬ 
ton  and  an  11-screen  com¬ 
plex  in  South  Shields. 

Virgin  has  disclosed 
plans  for  six  new  multi¬ 
plexes  in  the  next  IS 
months,  and  the  company 
is  hoping  to  build  a  total  of 
20  new  multiplexes  in  the 
next  three  years.  Richard 
Branson,  chairman  of  Vir¬ 
gin.  said:  “These  new  sites, 
designed  by  us  from 
scratch,  will  allow  us ...  to 
offer  an  experience  which 
is  unique  in  the  UK  cinema 
industry.  In  short,  they  will 
offer  a  great  night  out." 

Lloyd’s  issues 
ultimatum 

Lloyd's  of  London  has  writ¬ 
ten  to  nearly  700  UK 
names,  giving  them  a  week 
in  whidi  to  settle  their 
debts  or  face  legal  proceed¬ 
ings.  Dibb  Lupton  AIsop. 
the  law  firm  acting  for 
Lloyd's,  despatched  the  let¬ 
ters  on  Tuesday  evening. 

The  initial  mailing  ex¬ 
cludes  655  non-paying 
names  in  America,  where 
pursuit  of  debt  is  complicat¬ 
ed  by  differing  state  legisla¬ 
tion.  It  also  exdudes  253 
names  in  Canada,  who 
have  been  given  more  time 
to  consider  their  position. 

NCM  swoops 

NCM  Group,  the  interna¬ 
tional  credit  insurer  based 
in  Amsterdam,  will  snap 
up  the  remaining  75  per 
cent  stake  in  the  leading 
Dutch  credit  insurer.  EKR 
Kieditfarsikring,  from  the 
Danish  government 
The  move  to  privatise 
EKR  started  in  April  1995. 
when  NCM  —  parent  of 
NCM  Credit  Insurance,  the 
UK's  largest  private  export 
credit  insurer  —  took  a  25 
per  cent  stake. 

Benetton 

Benetton's  pre-tax  profits 
for  the  fust  half  or  1996 
were  £92  million  compared 
with  £78  million  last  year. 


TNT  falls  to 
A$2bn  bid 
by  Dutch 
telecom  firm 

From  Rachel  Bridge  in  Sydney 


TNT.  the  transport  and  distri¬ 
bution  giant,  became  the  latest 
Australian  company  to  fall 
into  foreign  hands  yesterday 
when  the  Dutch  telecom 
group  KPN  launched  a  A$2 
billion  agreed  takeover  bid  for 
the  group. 

The  bid  is  in  line  with  the 
group's  ambitious  expansion 
drive.  KPN.  which  has  made 
no  secret  of  its  desire  to 
become  a  global  player,  is 
offering  A$2.45  in  cash  for 
every  TNT  share,  represent¬ 
ing  a  48  per  cent  premium  to 
TNTs  prehid  share  price. 

The  acquisition  will  rum 
KPN  into  one  of  the  four 
largest  time-sensitive  distribu¬ 
tion  companies  in  the  world, 
with  operations  In  47  coun¬ 
tries,  as  well  as  the  biggest 
time-sensitive  distribution 
company  in  Europe. 

Wim  Dik.  chairman  and 
chief  executive  of  KPN.  ex¬ 
plained  yesterday:  “For  KPN 
this  acquisition  represents  a 
significant  step  in  our  strategy 
to  pursue  growth  and  interna¬ 
tional  expansion  of  our  core 
businesses." 

He  said  that  a  key  reason 
for  the  deal  was  to  enable  KPN 
to  reap  the  benefits  from 
combining  TNTs  operations 
with  those  of  KPN's  postal  and 
logistics  subsidiary,  PIT  Post, 
and  GD  Express  Worldwide, 
a  joint  venture  distribution 
operation  in  which  both  TNT 
and  KPN  have  had  an  interest 
since  1992. 

David  Mortimer.  TNTs 
managing  director  and  chief 
executive,  said:  “This  proposal 
represents  an  outstanding  op¬ 
portunity  to  create  a  strong 
global  transportation  group. 
KPN  is  a  logical  partner  for 
our  businesses  and  this  is  a 
winning  proposal  for  both 
TNT  and  KPN." 

News  of  the  bid  was  warmly 
welcomed  by  analysts  in  Aus¬ 
tralia.  who  have  seen  TNTs 
share  price  languish  around 
the  A$2  mark  for  several 
months  in  the  wake  of  a 
disappointing  profit  perfor¬ 
mance  from  the  group. 


In  the  year  to  June  30. 
TNTs  underlying  operating 
profits  fell  from  AS60.1  million 
to  AS25.S  million  after  its 
operations  in  Australia  and 
Asia  and  the  Americas 
plunged  into  the  red. 

One  analyst  said:  “It's  a 
sensational  deal.  Sharehold¬ 
ers  wont  be  able  to  get  out 
quick  enough.  KPN  are  cer¬ 
tainly  not  penny-pinching." 

Another  added:  “The  last 
time  TNTs  shares  got  to 
anything  like  $2.45  seems  like 
about  two  centuries  ago.  Its  a 
very  good  price." 

TNTs  shares  jumped  79 
cents,  to  end  the  day  at  $2.42, 
as  KPN  announced  that  it  had 
bought  9.9  per  cent  of  TNTs 
shares  in  the  market.  KPN. 
which  pushed  up  its  operating 
income  by  11.1  per  cent,  to 
A$2.9  billion  in  the  year  to 
December  31,  said  that  it 
expects  the  acquisition  of  TNT 
to  be  earnings  positive  in  1997. 
The  takeover  is  subject  to 
approval  by  the  European 
Union  and  Australia's  Foreign 
Investment  Review  Board. 


Lamont 
to  close 


Alexander  Baron  von  Spoercken,  Clubhaus  chairman,  has  gone  for  expansion 

Strong  drive 
by  Clubhaus 
lifts  results 


may  be  ‘forced’ 
Shaw  Carpets 


From  Eileen  McCabe  in  Dublin 


LAMONT  HOLDINGS,  the 
Belfast  textile  company,  said  it 
may  jettison  Shaw  Carpets 
after  the  Barnsley  company 
incurred  a  £1.8  million  loss  for 
the  first  six  months  of  this  year. 

Paul  Vaight,  lamont  chair¬ 
man,  saia  that  despite  a 
restructuring  at  Shaw  in  1994 
that  saw  the  workforce  re¬ 
duced  to  200  from  350.  losses 
had  continued.  Talks  had 
already  begun  with  Shaw's 
workforce  but  "if  no  other 
solution  can  be  identified 
Lamont  will  be  forced  to  dose 
the  business",  he  said. 

Overall,  Lamont  reported 


interim  pre-tax  profits  of  £2.1 
million,  down  from  E7.8  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  same  period  last 
year.  The  1995  figure  induded 
£4.6  million  from  a  property 
deal.  Operation  profits,  ex¬ 
cluding  Shaw  Carpets,  were 
£4.8  million,  the  same  as  in  the 
first  half  of  1995. 

Earnings  per  share  fell  to 
4.68p,  from  I7.%p.  but  the 
company  maintained  the  in¬ 
terim  dividend  payment  at  last 
year's  level  of  3.65p,  payable 
on  December  2. 

Lamont  said  that  it  was 
more  hopeful  about  the  future 
of  Moygashel,  its  linen  com¬ 


pany,  which  it  expected  to 
return  to  profit  early  in  1997. 

The  company’s  other  opera¬ 
tions.  Alexander  Drew  in 
Rochdale.  Bonded  Fibre  Fab¬ 
ric  in  Bristol  and  Northern 
Ireland  Carpets  in  Newtown- 
ards  had  all  performed 
satisfactorily. 

Mr  Yaight  said  he  did  not 
expect  trading  conditions  to 
improve  in  the  short  term. 
After  the  resolution  of  the 
Shaw  Carpet  situation  and 
improvements  in  Moygashel 
the  group  would  be  able  to 
move  forward  in  1997  on  a 
much  sounder  basis,  he  said. 


By  Fraser  Nelson 

EUROPEAN  expansion  hel¬ 
ped  Clubhaus.  the  golf  course 
operator  that  split  from  Ex- 
Lands  Group,  return  stron¬ 
ger- than-expected  results  in 
its  first  six  months  as  an 
independent  company. 

In  the  half-year  to  June  30. 
pre-tax  profits  rose  to 
£728.000.  on  sales  of  £3.14 
million.  While  no  compara¬ 
tive  figures  were  given,  this 
stood  against  1995  full-year 
profits  of  £875.000  and  sales 
of  £920,000. 

Earnings  were  Z15p  per 
share^  but  there  was  no 
dividend. 

The  shares  gained  7p  yes¬ 
terday  to  dose  at  74‘ap. 


Brent  Walker 
chief  ‘paid  s 

ihm  to  create 
false  profits’ 


By  Jon  Ashworth 


A  SENIOR  Brent  Walker  exec¬ 
utive  was  paid  a  £500.000 
“reward"  for  orchestrating  a 
“massive  cover-up"  of  millions 
of  pounds  of  false  profits  at  the 
leisure  and  entertainment 
group,  a  court  heard  yesterday. 
Auditors,  solicitors  and  investi¬ 
gators  were  repeatedly  lied  to. 
and  fictitious  documents  creat¬ 
ed.  to  back  up  the  falsehoods,  it 
was  claimed. 

Money  was  also  laundered 
through  “a  very  convoluted" 
and  "tortuous"  route  involving 
America  and  the  Bahamas. 
Southwark  Crown  Court  was 
told.  The  exercise  even  indud¬ 
ed  appointing  a  dead  man  to 
head  a  company,  said  Peter 
Rook.  QC  prosecuting. 

The  allegations  were  made  at 
the  opening  of  the  trial  of 
Donald  Anderson,  a  farmer 
finance  director  of  Goldcrest. 
Brent  Walker's  film  and  tele¬ 
vision  division.  Anderson,  43. 
of  Richmond.  Surrey,  was 
described  as  the  “architect"  of 
the  cover-up,  and  one  with  his 
“fingerprints"  all  over  the  con¬ 
cealment  operation.  He  denies 
one  count  of  attempting  to 
pervert  the  course  of  justice 
between  August  1.  1988,  and 
October  23, 1990. 

Mr  Rook  said  that  E19  mil¬ 
lion  worth  of  “false  profit- 
taking"  featured  in  Brent 
Walker's  film  and  television 
division  between  1984  and  1987. 
It  involved  inventing  sales  of 
film  rights,  which  were  effect¬ 
ively  funded  by  the  company  in 
such  a  way  that  "money  was 
going  round  in  circles".  The 
result  was  a  bogus  gloss  on  the 
company's  financial  health. 

The  jury  was  reminded  of 
Brent  Walker's  spectacular' 
growth  during  the  1980s  under 
the  "driving  force"  of  George 
Walker,  the  chairman  and 
chief  executive. 

However,  in  August  1988,  a 
newspaper  report  questioned 
the  "bona  fides"  of  two  of  the 
false  deals.  Clearly,  said  Mr 
Rook,  it  would  have  been 
"catastrophic"  had  the  truth 
come  out  about  the  earlier  non¬ 
existent  sales.  Hence  the 
massive  cover-up  “in  order  to 
put  investigators  off  the  scent", 
he  said. 

In  August  1991,  a  new  Brent 


Walker  board  called  in  the 
Serious  Fraud  Office  lu  inves¬ 
tigate  “certain  apparently  un¬ 
related  matters".  Mr  Ruok 
told  the  court:  “It  is  the 
prosecution  case  that  Mr  An¬ 
derson  left  this  country  in  the 
middle  of  1992  because  he 
thought  the  SFO  were  coming 
close  to  uncovering  his  dishon¬ 
est  activities."  He  "voluntari¬ 
ly”  returned  to  Britain  in 
November  last  year. 

Mr  Rook  said  a  trial  relat¬ 
ing  to  Brent  Walker  took  placc^ 
in  1994.  but  he  warned  rhejury^. 
not  tn  speculate  ‘‘as  to  who 
was  the  defendant,  or  what  the 
charges  were,  or  what  the 
verdict  was". 

Tie  trial  continues  today. 


Lavendon 
debut  set 
at  £29.8m 

By  Our  City  Staff 

LAVENDON.  the  UK's  lar¬ 
gest  hydraulic-powered  lifts 
operator,  will  be  valued  at 
E29.8  million  when  it  makes 
its  Stock  Exchange  debut 
next  Thursday. 

The  company,  formed  in 
1992  through  a  buy-in  of 
Nationwide  Access,  is  rais¬ 
ing  El  1.3  million  from  the 
flotation,  which  priced  the 
shares  at  I40p.  It  will  use 
the  cash  for  overseas 
expansion.  A  branch  was 
opened  in  Germany  in  July 
and  another  is  being  set  up 
in  Dubai. 

David  Frice.  chairman, 
who  invested  £300.000 
four  years  ago  will  have  a 
21  per  cent  stake  worth 
£6.26  million. 

In  1995,  the  company 
made  profits  of  £1.8  million 
on  sales  of  E9.SS  million,  ll 
is  expected  to  produce 
profits  of  £2.55  million  by 
the  end  of  1996.  leaving 
earnings  of  12.84p.  This 
puts  its  shares  on  a  ratio  of 
13.25,  slightly  below  the 
sector  average. 
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Duty-bound  to  keep  up  to  date 


Professionals  must  have  a  regime 
of  mandatory  post-qualifying 
education,  says  Robert  Smith 
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ONE  of  the  greatest  challenges 
facing  the  professional  is  to 
ensure  that  the  benefits  of 
experience  are  not  elided  by  the 
passage  of  time  and  failure  to 
keep  up  to  date.  Simply  put, 
few  of  us  would  be  happy  to  be 
cared  for  ty  a  medical  practi¬ 
tioner  of  middle  years  who  had 
last  opened  a  textbook  or 
professional  journal  on  the  eve 
of  his  finals. 

Understandably,  it  is  taken 
for  granted  that  doctors  will 
maintain  and  update  their 
skills  and  knowledge  by  regu¬ 
lar  attendance  at  post-graduate 
courses  and  by  study  of  rele¬ 
vant  professional  publications. 

No  doubt,  we  expect  more 
from  the  medical  profession 
than  from  any  other.  However, 
members  of  the  public  are 
entitled  not  only  to  expect  that 
other  professionals  are  subject 
to  an  ordered  regime  of  post- 
qualifying  education,  but  also 
to  have  evidence  of  this  process. 

Any  true  professional  would 
acknowledge  the  need  for  con¬ 
tinuing  education,  and  most 
would  also  accept  the  need  for 
active  encouragement  from 
their  professional  body,  or 
other  appropriate  source.  In 
the  present  environment  of 
rapid  change  and  overcrowded 
days,  most  would  also  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  lessons  to  be 
leamt  from  the  discarded  exer¬ 
cise  bicycle. 

All  who  claim  professional 


status  owe  it  to  their  clients  and 
employers  to  ensure  that  they 
are  meeting  such  expectations. 
They  also  owe  it  to  themselves 
and  their  colleagues  to  demon¬ 
strate  that  they  are  maintain¬ 
ing  the  value  of  their  qual¬ 
ification  in  this  way. 

A  number  of  professions 
display  a  growing  awareness 
of  this  need.  My  own  profes¬ 
sional  body,  the  Institute  of 
Chartered  Accountants  of  Scot¬ 
land,  has  leamt  from  action 
taken  by  others  and  has  sought 
to  build  on  this  by  setting  up  a 
new  regime  of  mandatory  posr- 
qualifying  professional  dev¬ 
elopment  This  we  hope  to 
inaugurate  at  the  beginning  of 
1997.  if  the  concept  is  supported 
by  our  members  at  our  special 
general  meeting  on  October  25. 

The  statutory  regulatory  re¬ 
gime  which  already  applies  to 
accountants  who  are  engaged 
in  any  of  the  reserved  areas  of 
audit,  financial  services  and 
insolvency  practice,  has 
brought  with  it  new  education¬ 
al  requirements  and  the  need  to 
establish  and  maintain  compe¬ 
tence  and  levels  of  relevant 
experience.  The  process  is  mon¬ 
itored  and  there  are  now  clear 
signs  of  the  beneficial  effects  of 
this  regime. 

Outside  the  reserved  areas, 
die  Government  has  left  it  to 
the  profession  to  ensure  that  its 
members  meet  the  public's 
expectations.  More  than  half  of 


Smith:  public  is  entitled  to  evidence  of  continuing  education 


all  British-trained  chartered 
accountants  operate  outside 
practice.  We  believe  that  the 
public  can  reasonably  expect 
that  our  members  who.  for 
example,  are  responsible  for 
the  preparation  or  presentation 
of  financial  reports  in  public 
interest  entities  such  as  listed 
companies,  building  societies 
and  charities  will  also  main¬ 
tain  and  develop  their  know¬ 
ledge  and  skills  throughout 


their  professional  life,  and  that 
any  regime  requiring  their 
colleagues  in  practice  to  un¬ 
dertake  continuing  profession¬ 
al  education  should  also  apply 
to  them. 

No  such  regime  will  win  the 
support  of  the  public  or  of  the 
profession  unless  it  is  seen  to 
be  relevant  to  individual  needs 
and  occupations.  Clearly,  the 
needs  of  the  practising  acc¬ 
ountant  will  differ  from  those 


members  outside  practice  who 
are  covered  by  the  scheme.  We 
also  recognise  that  many  of 
our  members  operate  in  areas 
so  divorced  from  the  core 
skills  of  accountancy  that  any 
requirement  for  continuing 
professional  learning  in  this 
area  would  be  irrelevant 

Any  such  scheme  should  also 
recognise  that  the  process  is  one 
that  involves  the  professional  in 
a  process  of  continuous  profes¬ 
sional  learning,  which  he  him¬ 
self  prescribes  and  drives 
within  the  scheme,  rather  than 
the  more  passive  process  of 
continuing  professional  educa¬ 
tion.  driven  by  the  teacher  in  a 
d  ass  room  environment. 

Thus,  we  acknowledge  the 
value  of  what  may  be  called 
unstructured  learning,  where 
the  professional  chooses  and 
reads  publications  relevant  to 
his  specialist  area.  Alongside 
this  will  sit  the  requirement  for 
structured  learning  at  courses, 
seminars  and  conferences. 

What  we  propose  reflects  a 
level  nf  continuing  professional 
learning  which  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  of  our  members  (and  mem¬ 
bers  of  other  accountancy 
bodies)  will  already  be  achiev¬ 
ing.  The  mandatory  nature  of 
the  proposed  regime  is  de¬ 
signed  to  demonstrate  to  the 
public  that  their  expectations 
are  being  met  by  a  systematic, 
monitored  process,  which  is 
flexible  enough  to  allow  respon¬ 
sible  professionals  to  focus  on 
specialist  areas. 

Robert  Smith  is  president  of 
the  Institute  of  Chartered  Ac¬ 
countants  of  Scotland  and 
chief  executive  of  Morgan 
Grenfell  Develnpmen  t  Capital. 


?  Under  the  cover 
|  of  darkness 

Mfi  MUCH  of  the  current  debate 
Sj  within  the  professional  bodies 
which  oversee  accounting  is 
a  about  whether  or  when  the 
<»  Auditing  Practices  Board 
r?  should  gain  its  independence 
sn  and  shift  its  offices  out  of  the 
“■  English  Institute  of  Chartered 
c»  Accounting's  headquarters  at 
“Moorgate  Place  in  the  City  of 
■“J  London.  But  the  debate  has 
dh  hidden  a  significant  move. 
■“The  profession's  joint  disci¬ 
plinary  scheme  has  got  there 
first.  As.  if  under  cover  of 


OTHER  BUSINESS 


darkness,  it  has  moved  to 
offices  near  Liverpool  Street 
station.  Not  before  time.  In  the 
words  of  an  envious  Auditing 
Practices  Board  person  “it 
used  to  have  its  office  in  the 
corridor  just  down  from  the 
president’s  bedroom". 

Black  and  white 

PROPOSED  new  tax  rules  on 
employee  travel  have  received 
the  thumbs  down.  Not  only 
has  the  En^ish  Institute  of 


Chartered  Accountants’  tax 
faculty  told  the  Inland  Reve-. 
nue  that  rhey  are  around  100 
years  out  of  date,  but  the  Char¬ 
tered  Institute  of  Taxation  has 
produced  examples  of  a  com¬ 
muting  nightmare.  In  future, 
calculations  will  be  required  to 
show  the  savings  created,  or 
not,  when  an  employee  drops 
a  child  off  at  school  on  the 
journey  into  work.  Time  to  go 
back  to  toe  drawing  board  on 
this  one,  it  would  appear,  if 
not  the  blackboard. 


Dedicated 

IT  IS  true.  Accountants  prefer 
their  offices  to  their  homes. 
The  latest  Hays  Accountancy 
Personnel  survey  shows  that 
54  per  cent  of  accountants 
thought  that  being  given  a 
cake  in  the  office  on  their 
birthday  was  a  good  thing. 
However,  only  34  per  cent  of 
accountants  thought  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  to  be  given  the 
day  off  on  their  birthday. 


Accounting  error 

THE  latest  accounts  of  the 
Chartered  Accountants  Com¬ 
pensation  Scheme  reveal  an  in¬ 
teresting  disparity.  The  scheme 
exists  to  compensate  victims  of 
dastardly  accountants  who 
have  made  off  with  clients' 
money.  It  cost  £121.991  in  annu¬ 
al  premiums  to  insure  the 
scheme,  bur  payouts  for  the 
year  came  to  only  £46,383. 
Someone  is  winning  here.  But 
it  doesn't  seem  to  he  accoun¬ 
tants  or  their  wronged  clients. 

Robert  Bruce 


Risks  and  rewards  of 
squaring  the  circle 


Making  financial  reporting  dearer 
and  easier  to  understand  is  good  for 
you.  Or  at  least  it  is  good  for  the 
accountancy  firms.  Possibly  both.  And  we 
have  the  Accounting  Standards  Board  to 
thank  for  this. 

Take  two  of  the  latest  surveys.  The  first,  from 
KPMG,  deals  with  companies'  preliminary 
results.  The  second,  from  Arthur  Andersen, 
deals  with  the  narrative  reporting  in  an 
annual  report.  The  gist  of  what  KPMG  is 
saying  is  that  companies  really  should  have 
noticed  what  you  can  do  with  technology  these 
days.  There  is  no  reason  for  preliminary  profit 
reports  ahead  of  the  publication  of  the  annual 
reports  and  accounts.  That  system  dates  from 
the  days  when  the  company  had  the  audited 
figures  and  wanted  to  release  them  to 
shareholders  and  the  investment  community 
while  in  the  background  a  printing  works 
wheezed  for  days  over  the  production  of  the 
official  document.  Now  that  it  is  perfectly 
possible  to  produce  the  frill  report  and 
accounts  in  the  same  time  it 
takes  to  to  produce  the  pre¬ 
liminary  figures,  why  not 
scrap  the  preliminaries? 

The  hidden  message  from 
the  auditors  is  that  prelimi¬ 
nary  results  announcements, 
which  are  unaudited  but  arc 
expected  to  resemble  the  truth 
are  growing  increasingly 
lengthy  and  economical  with 
the  financial  facts.  Or  as  one 
leading  auditor  put  it  to  me 
this  week;  "I  have  often  sat  in 
at  a  client’s  announcement  of 
preliminary  figures  and 
found  myself  increasingly 
wondering  if  they  are  talking 
about  the  same  figures  that 
we  have  audited." 

So  we  should  by  all  means 

use  the  excuse  of  faster  lech-  _ 

nology  to  get  rid  of  what  has 
become  a  rather  inaccurate  system  of  telling 
the  world  about  a  company’s  forthcoming 
results.  The  process  would  move  companies 
even  closer  to  explaining  themselves  properly 
and  dearly  to  their  shareholders.  The  same  is 
true  of  the  messages  from  the  Andersen 

survey.  “If  there  is  one  thing  that  is  guaranteed 

in  the  nanosecond  Nineties,  it  is  that  there  will 
be  continual  changes  in  corporate  reporting." 
The  biggest  change  in  terms  of  the  qualify  nf 
finandal  information  has  been  (he  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  concept  of  the  operating  and 
financial  review. 

The  ASB  put  it  forward  as  a  statement  of 
best  practice  in  July  1993  and  craftily  said  it 
should  be  persuasive  rather  than  mandatory. 
Asa  result,  finance  directors  could  not  respond 
with  a  knee-jerk  "this  is  yet  another  rule  too 
for"  argument.  Instead,  they  had  to  look  at 
what  happens  under  the  American  finandal 
reporting  system  where  such  reports  have 
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been  commonplace  for  years.  It  worked  Of  the 
sample  of  reports  in  the  Andersen  survey  46 
per  cent  either  produced  a  formal  operating 
and  financial  review  or  something  veiy  dose 
to  it  It  tended  to  be  the  smaller  companies  in 
the  survey  that  did  not. 

But  the  Andersen  survey  shows  dearly 
where  the  use  of  such  a  report  is  not  fulfilling 
the  ASB's  original  hopes  and  intentions.  It 
called  for  a  discussion  of  “trends  and  fadors 
underlying  the  business  that  have  affeded  the 
results  but  are  not  expected  to  continue  in  toe 
future,  and  known  events,  trends  and  uncer¬ 
tainties  that  are  expeded  to  have  an  Lmpad  on 
the  business  in  the  future". 

In  terms  of  trends  identified  and  discussed, 
the  survey  found  that  fewer  than  IS  per  cent 
did  so  and  in  terms  of  future  uncertainty  fewer 
than  20  per  cent  did  so. 

This  is  perhaps  understandable  for  two 
reasons.  First,  auditors  are  veiy  bad  at 
committing  themselves  when  it  comes  to 
auditing  and  quantifying  what  may  be  future 
risks.  The  liability  and  litiga¬ 
tion  threat  almost  guarantees 
that  stance.  Companies  them¬ 
selves  are  traditionally  terri¬ 
fied  of  quantifying  any  future 
risks  or  making  any  forecasL';. 
In  their  case  it  is  not  the 
threat  or  litigation  that  holds 
them  back.  They  simply  pre¬ 
fer  not  to  let  shareholders  or 
investors  have  any  figures 
that  could  ad  as  a  measure¬ 
ment  of  success.  So  both 
companies  and  accountancy 
firms  are  risk  averse.  Or  at 
least  they  are  when  it  comes 
to  published  and  auditable 

information. 

The  great  paradox  is  that 
the  greatest  growth  in  corpo¬ 
rate  services  in  recent  years 
has  been  in  the  field  of  risk 
management  Accountancy 
firms  may  be  doing  less  audit  work  for  clients. 
But  what  they  are  doing  is  risk  management 
evaluation.  And  by  that  they  do  not  mean 
simply  projects  such  as  assessing  how  effective 
toe  internal  audit  function  is.  or  whether  the 
financial  reporting  system  is  secure.  Almost 
any  business  function  now  comes  under  risk 
management.  AH  business  is  based  on  risk.  So 
all  aspects  of  business  can  be  analysed  for  risk 
management  purposes.  And  it  is  the  accoun¬ 
tancy  firms  that  are  doing  it  A  customer 
satisfaction  programme  is  risk.  Efficient  use  of 
transport  is  risk.  Workplace  accidents  are  risk. 
So  the  accountants  advise.  It  has  become, 
almost  by  stealth,  toe  biggest  growth  area  in 
advisory  services. 

And  now  if  the  trends  in  finandal  reporting 
continue,  the  dnde  can  be  squared.  Not  only 
w!jJ  optountants  advise  you  on  risks,  but  they 
will  also  insist  that  it  shows  up  in  a  company's 
finanaa!  reporting  as  well. 
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KLM's  success  is  down  to  much  more  than  leg  room  and  complimentary  choccies.  A  smooth  running  airline 
means  a  smooth  ride  for  its  passengers.  When  KLM  adopted  Lotus  Notes,  life  on  the  ground  was  made 
noticeably  easier.  Information  passes  freely,  ideas  are  shared,  individuals  become  a  team.  Now.  KLM  reaches 
new  heights  worldwide.  Now.  thanks  to  Lotus  Notes,  KLM  and  their  customers  can  sit  back  and  enjoy  the  ride. 


'How  do  you  become  a  great  airline?  Simple.  Spend  more  time  with  the 
customer  and  less  time  on  yourself  Eric  Surgcyne.  Gere  re  1  Manager  KLM.  UK  t  Ireland 
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Attend  a  free  Business  Partner  Seminar  to  see  how  your  business  could  benefit  from 
Lotus  Notes.  Call  01  753  736105,  quoting  TK.  Or  visit  http://www.lotus.com/uk/solutions.htm 
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Strong  gains  in  equities  and  gilts 


TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  day’s  close,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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Double 
dividends  for 
high-flyers. 

British  Ainvays  L'K  Executive  Club  members  can 

DRIVE  AWAY  WITH  DOUBLE  AIR  MILES 

on  qualifying  Avis  car  rentals  from  October  1 
to  December  3i  1996.  Call  the  Avis  24hr  hotline: 

0990  401  401 
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Employment  Appeal  Tribunal _ Law  Report  October  3 1996 

Hotel  liable  for  speaker’s  racial  offence 
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Burton  and  Another  v  De 
Vcre  Hotels 

Before  Mrs  Justice  Smith.  Mrs  R. 
Chapman  and  Lord  Gladwin  of 
Clee 

(Judgment  September  18] 

An  employer  subjected  employees 
to  racial  harassment  when  he 
allowed  a  third  party  to  abuse 
them  racially  in  drcumstaiices 
over  which  he  had  control  and 
where  he  could  have  prevented  die 
harassment  or  reduced  the  extent 
or  it. 

The  Employment  Appeal  Tri¬ 
bunal  so  held  in  allowing  an 
appeal  by  two  employees.  Freda 
Burton  and  Sonia  Rhuie.  against 
the  decision  of  a  Nottingham 
industrial  tribunal  on  November 
14,  1995  that  their  employer,  De 
Vere  Hotels,  had  not  discriminated 
against  them  contrary  to  section  A 
of  the  Rare  Relations  Act  1976.  The 
case  was  remitted  to  (he  industrial 
tribunal  Tor  the  assessment  of 
compensation. 

Section  4  of  the  1976  Act  pro¬ 
vides:  “(2)  It  is  unlawful  for  a 
person,  in  the  case  of  a  person 
employed  by  him  ...  to  discrimi¬ 
nate  against  that  employee  ...  (0 
by  ...  subjecting  him  to  ... 
detriment.  “ 

Ms  Laura  Cox.  QC,  and  Ms 
Karon  Monaghan  for  the  employ¬ 
ees:  Mr  Alan  Wilkie.  QC  for  the 
employers. 

MRS  JUSTICE  SMITH  said 
that  the  appeal  was  concerned  with 
the  extent  of  the  duly  of  an 
employer  to  protect  his  employees 
from  acts  of  racial  abuse  or 
harassment  in  the  course  of  work, 
where  the  abuse  or  harassment 
came  from  a  third  party,  not  a 
fellow  employee 

The  appellants,  two  young  Afn> 


Caribbean  women,  were  employed 
as  casual  waitresses  at  the  Pennine 
Hotel.  Derby.  One  evening,  about 
■HXI  men.  members  and  guests  of 
the  City  of  Derby  Round  Table; 
attended  a  dinner  at  the  hotel  at 
which  event  the  speaker  was 
Bernard  Manning. 

The  appellants  heard  Mr  Man¬ 
ning  make  jokes  about  the  sexual 
organs  and  sexual  abilities  of  black 
men.  He  made  racially  offensive 
remarks  to  them  and  created  an 
atmosphere  which  probably  en¬ 
couraged  some  guests  further  to 
abuse  them. 

The  appellants  brought  com¬ 
plaints  against  their  employers 
under  die  1976  Act.  The  industrial 
tribunal  found  that  although  drey 
had  suffered  the  detriment  of 
racial  harassment,  they  had  been 
subjected  to  it  by  Mr  Manning  and 
the  guests  and  not  by  the  empkry- 
ers. 

The  employers  had  not  subjected 
(hem  (o  the  detriment  first 
because  they  had  neither  know¬ 
ingly  stood  by  while  they  were 
abused  and  harassed  nor  had  (bey 
foreseen  that  Mr  Manning  would 
behave  as  he  did. 

Second,  the  tribunal  so  found 
because  although  the  hotel  man¬ 
ager  ought  to  have  given  instruc¬ 
tions  to  his  assistant  managers  to 
protect  the  employees  from  (be 
predictably  offensive  content  of  Mr 
Manning's  speech,  his  failure  to  do 
so  was  not  “less  favourable  treat¬ 
ment  on  racial  grounds'*. 

lit  theappeal  tribunal's  view,  the 
tribunal  below  had  imposed  upon 
the  employees  a  burden  additional 
to  thar  imposed  by  the  Act,  namely 
the  burden  of  showing  that  the 
employers  subjected  them  to  the 
detriment  of  harassment  on  racial 
grounds. 


In  effect,  it  had  required  the 
employees  to  show  that  the 
employers  were  themselves  af¬ 
fected  by  racial  bias  or  animus.  It 
was  not  necessary  for  the  employee 
to  show  that  the  discriminator  had 
any  intention  or  _  motive  to 
discriminate.  Accordingly,  the  tri¬ 
bunal's  derision  could  not  stand. 

The  problem  was  to  deride  what 
an  applicant  had  to  prove  in  order 
to  show  that  die  employer  sub¬ 
jected  Ok  employee  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  racial  abuse  or 
harassment,  where  the  actual 
abuser  or  harasser  was  a  third 
party  and  not  a  servant  or  agent  of 
the  employer  for  whose  actions  the 
employer  would  be  vicariously 
liable.  Put  another  way.  the  prob¬ 
lem  was  to  decide  the  extent  of  the 
duty  of  a*i  employer  to  protect  the 
employee  from  racial  harassment 
from  third  patties. 

The  appeal  tribunal  accepted 
that,  in  practice,  where  an  em¬ 
ployer  was  shown  to  have  actual 
knowledge  that  radal  harassment 
of  an  employee  was  taking  place, 
or  deliberately  or  recklessly  closed 
his  eyes  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
taking  place,  if  he  did  not  act 
reasonably  to  prevent  it,  he  would 
readily  be  found  to  have  subjected 
his  employee  to  the  detriment  of 
radal  harassment. 

However,  foresight  and 
culpability  were  not  the  means  by 
which  the  employer's  duty  was  to 
be  defined.  The  duty  was  not  to 
subject  the  empkyee  to  racial 
harassment  The  statutory  test  was 
best  understood  by  consideration 
of  the  true  meaning  of  the  word 
“subjecting". 

-  Subjecting"  was  not  a  word 
which  connoted  action  or  decision. 
Rather  it  connoted  “control".  A 
person  subjected  another  to  some¬ 


thing  if  he  caused  or  allowed  that 
thing  to  happen  in  circumstances 
where  be  could  control  whether  it 
happened  or  rex.  An  employer 
subjected  an  employee  to  the 
detriment  of  racial  harassment  if 
he  caused  or  permitted  the  radal 
harassment  to  occur  in  circum¬ 
stances  in  which  he  could  control 
whether  it  happened  or  not 

It  was  not  necessary  or  appro¬ 
priate  that  any  particu  lar  degree  of 
foresight  on  die  pari  of  the  em¬ 
ployer  needed  to  be  established. 
Indeed  it  was  undesirable  that 
concepts  of  the  law  of  negligence 
should  be  imported  into  the  statu¬ 
tory  tons  of  racial  and  sexual 

discrimination. 

However,  on  occasions  what  the 
employer  knew  or  foresaw  might 
be  relevant  to  what  control  the 
employer  could  exercise.  Lack  of 
possible  foresight  and  the  un¬ 
expected  nature  of  an  event  might 
be  relevant  to  the  question  of 
whether  the  event  was  under  the 
employer's  control. 

But  foresight  of  the  events  or  the 
lack  of  it  could  not  be  deter¬ 
minative  of  whether  the  events 
were  under  the  employer's  control 
An  employer  might  foresee  that 
racial  harassment  was  a  real 
possibility  and  yet  be  able  to  do 
very  little  if  anything  to  prevent  it 
from  happening  or  protect  his 
employees  from  it 

For  example,  the  employer  of  a 
bus  or  train  conductor  might 
recognise  that  the  employee  would 
face  a  real  risk  of  racial  harass¬ 
ment  at  times.  Yet  tiie  prevention 
of  such  an  event  would  be  largely 
beyond  the  control  of  the  employer. 
All  he  would  be  able  to  do  was  to 
make  his  attitude  to  such  behav¬ 
iour  known  to  the  public  and  to 
offer  his  employees  appropriate 


support  if  harassment  occurred. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
harassment  occurred  even  quite 
unexpectedly,  but  in  circumstances 
over  which  the  employer  had 
control,  a  tribunal  might  well  find 
that  he  had  subjected  his  employee 
(OIL 

The  question  of  whether  an 
employer  had  subjected  his  em- 
plcjee  to  radal  harassment,  where 
a  third  party  was  primarily 
responsible  for  the  harassment, 
should  be  derided  by  (he  tribunal 
in  its  capacity  as  an  industrial  jury. 

The  tribunal  should  ask  itself 
whether  the  event  in  question  was 
something  which  was  sufficiently 
under  the  control  of  the  employer 
that  he  could,  by  the  application  of 
good  employment  practice,  have 
prevented  the  harassment  or  re¬ 
duced  the  extent  of  it  If  such  was 
its  finding,  then  the  employer  had 
subjected  the  employee  to  the 
harassment. 

The  the  hotel  manager  ought  to 
have  warned  his  assistant  man¬ 
agers  to  keep  a  look  out  for  Mr 
Manning  and  withdraw  the  young 
waitresses  if  things  became  un¬ 
pleasant  He  did  not  do  so  because 
he  did  not  give  the  matter  a 
thought.  He  should  have  done 

If  the  assistant  managers  had 
been  properly  instructed,  the  two 
young  women  would  not  have 
suffered  any  harassment.  They 
might  possibly  have  heard  a  few 
offensive  words  before  they  were 
withdrawn,  but  that  would  have 
been  alL  Accordingly,  the  em¬ 
ployer  “subjected"  the  appellants 
to  the  racial  harassment  which 
they  received  from  Mr  Manning 
and  the  guests. 

Solicitors:  Mr  Khursfud  Drabu, 
Westminster,  Mr  David  Edwards, 
Warrington. 
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Court  of  Appear 

Digital  images  equivalent; 

to  photographs 


Regina  v  FeDows 

Regina  v  Arnold 

Before  Lord  Justice  Evans.  Mr 

Justice  Cressweil  and  Mr  Justice 

Butterfield 

Pudgment  September  271 
Images  held  in  digital  form  on  a 
computer  connected  to  the  Internet 
were  copies  of  photographs  for  the 
purposes  of  section  I  of  the 
Protection  of  Children  Act  1978  and 
wre  "distributed  or  shown"  by 
being  made  available  for  access  by 
other  computer  users.  The  activ¬ 
ities  of  a  defendant  who  distrib¬ 
uted  child  pornography  in  that 
way  were  also  a  breach  of  the 
Obscene  Publications  Acts  1959 
and  1964. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held 
dismissing  appeals  by  Alban  Fel¬ 
lows  against  conviction  and  sen¬ 
tence  of  three  years  imprisonment 
by  Mr  Justice  Owen  on  April  2, 
1996  at  Birmingham  Crown  Court 
for  possessing  indecent  photo¬ 
graphs  of  a  child  and  having  an 
obscene  article  for  publication  for 
gain  and  by  Stephen  Arnold 
against  conviction  for  distributing 
indecent  photographs. 

Section  I  of  the  Protection  of 
Children  Act  1978  provides; 

"(1)  It  is  an  offence  fora  person  — 
(i)  to  take,  or  permit  to  be  taken, 
any  indecent  photograph  of  a  child 
...  or  (fa)  to  distribute  or  show  sudi 
indecent  photographs:  or  (c)  to 
have  in  his  possession  such  in¬ 
decent  photographs,  with  a  view  to 
their  being  distributed  or 
shown. . ." 

Section  7,  as  amended  by  the 


Council  cannot  be  forced  to  pay  for  assessment  of  child  in  care 


In  re  C  (a  Minor)  (Local 
authority:  Assessment) 

Before  bird  Justice  Buder-Sfoss, 
Lord  Justice  Waite  and  Lord 
Justice  Roch 

1  Judgment  September  30[ 

A  local  authority  having  interim 
care  of  a  young  child  could  not  be 
directed  by  the  court  to  carry  out 
and  pay  for  an  assessment  of  the 
riiijd  together  with  his  parents  at  a 
residential  home. 

Notwithstanding  that  it  was  in 
the  child's  interest  that  such 
assessment  should  lake  place, 
section  38(6]  of  the  Children  Act 
1989  did  not  confer  jurisdiction  on 
the  court  to  make  such  a  direction. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held  in  a 
reserved  judgment  allowing  an 
appeal  by  Oldam  Metropolitan 
Borough  Council  from  the  direc¬ 
tion  given  fay  Mrs  Justice  Hogg 
sitting  in  Manchester  in  July  1996 
that  the  child  and  his  parents  be 
placed  at  a  residential  assessment 
unit  for  three  months  before  final 
care  proceedings  were  heard. 

The  parents  and  the  child's 
guardian  ad  litem  were  given  leave 
to  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

After  the  judgment  the  court 


granted  an  application  by  the 
child's  parents  and  the  guardian 
ad  litem  for  leave  to  move  for 
judicial  review  of  the  local 
authority's  derision  given  in  1996 
by  the  assistant  director  of  social 
services  to  continue  the  child's 
placement  with  his  foster  carer 
rather  than  to  arrange  for  the 
residential  placement 

Section  38  of  the  Children  Act 
1989  provides:  “(6)  Where  the  court 
makes  an  interim  care  order ...  it 
may  give  sud)  directions  if  any.  as 
it  considers  appropriate  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  medical  psychiatric 
examination  or  other  assessment 
of  the  child". 

Mr  A.  A.  Rumbdow,  QC,  Mr  A. 
P.  Hayden  and  Miss  Gillian  Irving 
for  the  parents;  Ms  Lesley  Newton 
for  the  guardian  ad  litem;  Mrs 
Jean  France- Hay  hurst  for  the  local 
authority. 

LORD  JUSTICE  BUTLER- 
SLOSS  said  thar  in  October  1995 
(he  child,  bom  in  June  1995.  was 
admitted  to  hospital  suffering  from 
fits.  A  paediatrician  diagnosed 
non-occidental  head  injuries. 

No  satisfactory  explanation  of 
the  injuries  while  in  the  care  of  his 
parents  had  been  given.  There 


remained  a  question  as  to  whether 
he  has  suffered  permanent  brain 
damage. 

The  local  authority  was  granted 
an  interim  care  order  and  a 
guardian  ad  litem  was  appointed. 
On  discharge  from  hospital  the 
child  was  placed  with  foster 
parents. 

The  parents  were  young,  the 
mother  aged  17  at  the  time  of  the 
birth  and  the  lather  16.  They  were 
immature  and  without  satisfactory 
family  backing. 

The  judge,  hearing  the  applica¬ 
tion  before  the  final  contested  care 
proceedings,  concluded  thar  it  was 
in  die  interests  of  the  child  that  the 
residential  assessment  should  take 
place  and.  relying  on  the  decision 
of  Mr  Justice  Singer  in  In  re  KP 
(unreponed.  October  1 1. 199$).  held 
that  she  had  jurisdiction  to  make 
the  direction  under  section  38(6). 

Unfortunately,  although  not 
surprisingly,  the  judge  was  not 
provided  with  the  Court  of  Appeal 
derision  in  In  re  M  (Minors) 
(unreported.  July  12. 1996)  in  which 
it  was  held  that  In  re  KP  was 
wrongly  derided. 

Before  the  passing  of  the  1969 
Act  the  High  Court  in  the  exercise 


of  its  parens  patriae  inherent 
jurisdiction  retained  control  over 
its  wards,  even  Mule  they  were  in 
local  authority  care. 

The  1989  Act  retained  some 
elements  of  the  wardship  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  However,  it  had  been  under¬ 
lined  in  numerous  decisions  of  the 
court  that  on  an  application  before 
die  court,  the  court  made  the 
decision  but  that  when  the  care 
order  was  made  the  local  authority 
was  thereafter  in  the  driving  seat 
unless  or  until  the  matter  came 
bade  to  the  court,  in  general  the 
court  could  not  impose  conditions 
on.  nor  seek  undertakings  from,  a 
local  authority. 

An  exception  to  the  general  rule 
was  when  a  child  was  placed  with 
an  authority  under  an  interim 
order  m  accordance  with  section 
3a 

That  section  underlined  the 
interface  between  the  court  and  the 
local  authority  and  the  tensions 
arising  therefrom. 

Thai  tension  was  starkly  dem¬ 
onstrated  by  tbe  present  appeaL 
The  consequences  of  the 
authority's  successful  objection  to 
the  judge*  order  were  obvious  and 
disastrous  for  the  parents. 
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If  they  did  not  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  take  part  in  a  residential 
assessment  and  the  responsibility 
for  the  chikl^  injuries  was  laid  at 
their  door,  the  outcome  of  the  final 
hearing  before  the  judge  was 
almost  a  foregone  conclusion. 

The  court  would  be  deprived  of 
valuable  information  an  which  to 
assess  the  parents.  The  crucial 
derision  of  the  court  as  to  the  long 
term  future  of  the  child  would,  in 
effect,  be  pre-empted  by  the  de¬ 
cision  of  tbe  assistant  director  of 
social  services. 

The  issue  was  whether  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  under 
section  38(6)  to  direct  the  local 
authority  to  carry  out  medical 
psychiatric  examination  or  other 
assessment  of  the  child  extended  to 
directing  a  residential  assessment 
of  the  difld  together  with  his 
parents  for  three  months  at  a  cost 
to  the  local  authority  between 
£18.000  and  E24.000. 

In  In  n  L  (a  Minor)  funreported. 
May  22.  1995)  Lord  Justice  Ward 
had  said  that  section  38(6)  did  not 
give  the  judge  power  to  direct 
where  the  child  should  reside 
during  any  assessment  He  held 
that  by  making  an  interim  care 
order -the  judge  surrendered  ul¬ 
timate  controL 

ln  In  nM  (Minors)  Lad  Justice 
S  win  ton  Thomas  had  said  that 
section  38(6)  empowered  the  court 
“to  give  directions  in  relation  to 
examinations  or  assessments  of 
the  child.  It  does  not  give  the  court 


power  to  give  directions  in  relation 
to  assessments  of  the  mother  or  the 
family  as  a  whole . . .  nor . . .  does 
the  subsection  give  to  the  judge .. . 
power  to  direct  where  a  child  will 
live." 

That  derision  was  binding  on 
the  court  The  answer  to  the  appeal 
was  dear  and  on  the  facts  pro¬ 
duced  an  unhappy  result. 

The  local  authority  could  not  be 
directed  to  pay  for  a  residential 
assessment  unit  for  the  parents 
with  the  child. 

In  In  re  M  her  Ladyship  said 
that  in  that  case  she  had  expressed 
the  hope  that  where  a  judge  had 
carefully  considered  the  needs  of 
the  child  and  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  in  the  child's 
best  interests  for  such  an  assess¬ 
ment  to  take  place,  the  local 
authority  would  be  likely  to  re¬ 
consider  its  derision. 

The  present  refusal  of  the  local 
authority,  justifiable  although  it 
might  be  an  resource  grounds,  to 
respond  to  the  derision  of  a  High 
Court  judge  that  the  assessment 
should  go  ahead  for  the  sake  of  the 
child  presented  grave  difficulties  in 
the  resolution  erf  that  tension 
between  the  court  and  the  local 
authority. 

Lord  Justice  Waite  and  Lord 
Justice  Roch  agreed. 

Solicitors;  Norcross  Lees  & 
Riches.  Oldham  and  Temperley 
Taylor  Chadwick.  Middleton; 
Booth  &  Middleton.  Oldham:  Mr 
Andrew  Jeffries,  Oldham. 


Bank  need  not  obey 
demand  for 
conjectural  papers 


AT&T  Ctf-r.  ic* 


■  The  Times  has  been  offering  readers 
an  exclusive  opportunity  to  get  FREE 
CALLS  WORTH  £15  from  AT&T. 

■  To  get  you  started,  a  special  discount 
card,  worth  £5  in  free  calls,  was 
inserted  in  the  paper  on  September  23. 
The  card  should  have  been  kept  and  10 
of  the  AT&T  £1  tokens  which  have  been 
appearing  in  The  Times  and  The 
Sunday  Times  collected  to  qualify  for 
free  calls  worth  £15. 

■  AT&T's  network  can  be  accessed 
from  most  modem, 
residential  phone  lines 
(excluding  cable)  to  make 
savings  on  international 
and  long-distance  calls. 

You  can  save  as  much  as 
40%  on  calls  to  America. 


HOWTO  JOIN  THE  AT&T  CALLING  SERVICE 

■  Readers  of  The  Times  must  collect  eight  Times  tokens 
and  two  tokens  from  The  Sunday  Times.  Readers  of  The 
Sunday  Times  who  have  Token  One  must  collect  seven 
tokens  from  The  Times  and  die  two  tokens  in  last 
week's  Sunday  Times.  The  10  tokens  should  be  sent  to 
AT&T  by  October  31. 1996.  with  an  application  form 
and  the  £5  discount  card. 

■  Readers  who  do  not  collect  10  tokens  can  still  apply  to 
register  with  AT&T  and  get  free  calls  worth  £5  using  the 
discount  card.  Call  0800  064  2211  between  7am  and 
Jlpm  any  day  until  October  31, 1996,  quoting  reference 
08-NP-TM-A-1-28. 

WHATTHE  AT&T  CALLING  SERVICE  OFFERS 
If  you  regularly  spend  more  than  £90  a  quarter  chi  your 
telephone  bill,  and  you  are  not  a  cable  telephone 
customer,  you  can  make  big  savings  with  the  AT&T 
Calling  Service. 

MAKING  A  WORLDWIDE  CONNECTION 
To  join  the  AT&T  Calling  Service  all  you  need  is  a  BT 


i-'i-vis  iPfe 


Full  terms  and  conditions  appeared  on  Monday, 
September  23.  If  you  wish  to  receive  a  copy,  call 
0171 -  48/  3355  beineen  930am  and  5pm  Mon  to  Fri. 

line  in  your  home.  Once  you  are  connected,  all  you  need 
to  do  is  dial  143.  followed  by  the  number.  You  will 
automatically  access  the  AT&T  network  and  be  able  to 
take  advantage  of  AT&T's  competitive  rates.  Examples 
of  AT&T  CountryCalJ  costs  compared  with  the  cost  of 
BT  basic  rate  calls  include  — 

■  a  fivwninnte  weekday-evening  call  to  America  with 
the  CaflAm  erica  plan:  AT&T  S4p.  BT  £1.41. 

■  a  ten-minute  weekend  caB  to  Australia  with  the  Call 
Australia/ NZ  plan:  AT&T  £3.44.  BT  £4.41. 

These  prices  are  effective  1 - 1 
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from  October  S,  1996,  and 
include  Vat. 

The  AT&T  price  includes  a 
353p  call  connection  charge. 
AT&T  has  a  quarterly 
membership  fee  of  £3.99  for 
Coun  tryCall  plans  and  £5.99 
for  CallWorld. 


£1  TOKEN  10 
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Regina  v  O'Kane  and 
Another.  Ex  parte  Northern 
Bank  Ltd 

Regina  v  McKnight  and  Oth¬ 
ers.  Ex  parte  Northern  Bank 
Ltd 

Before  Mr  Justice  Ferris 
{Judgment  August  21] 

A  person  required  to  produce 
documents  pertaining  to  Inland 
Revenue  investigations  by  a  notice 
under  section  20(3}  of  die  Taxes 
Management  Act  1970  fell  into  the 
established  category  of  a  “mere 
witness"  and  a  notice  made  in 
respect  of  him  should  not  demand 
the  production  of  conjectural 
rather  than  actual  documents. 

Mr  Justice  Ferris,  sitting  as  an 
additional  judge  of  the  Queen's 
Bench  Division,  so  held  in  grant¬ 
ing  the  applications  of  the  North¬ 
ern  Bank  Ltd  for  certiorari  to 
quash  L3  notices  served  against  it 
in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  some  of 
its  clients  under  section  20(3)  of  the 
Taxes  Management  Act  1970  by 
Mr  M.  J.  O'Kane.  Mr  David 
McKnight.  Mr  J.  G.  Smith  and  Mr 
M.  A  Clarke. 

Section  20  erf  the  1970  Act.  as 
substituted  for  die  original  section 
by  section  57(1)  and  Schedule  6  of 
me  Finance  Act  1976  and  amended 
by  sections  142(1)  to  (8),  (10)  and 
187(1)  and  Schedule  17  of  the 
Finance  Act  1989.  provides: 

“(3) ...  an  inspector  may,  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  tax 
liability  of  any  person ...  by  notice 
in  writing  require  any  other  person 
to  deliver  to  the  inspector  or.  if  the 
person  to  whom  the  notice  is  given 
so  elects,  to  make  available  for 
inspection  by  a  named  officer  of 
the  board,  such  documents  as  are 
in  his  possession  or  power  and  as 
(in  the  inspector's  reasonable  opin¬ 
ion)  contain,  or  may  contain 
information  relevant  to  any  tax 
liability  to  which  the  tax  payer  is  or 
may  be.  or  may  have  been,  subject, 
or  to  the  amount  of  any  such 
liability.” 

The  bank  had  received  13  section 
20(3)  notices  in  similar  terms 
relating  to  the  affairs  erf  a  number 
of  different  clients.  The  documents 
required  for  production  were  listed 
in  a  schedule  to  each  notice.  Inter 
alia  die  schedules  referred  to- 
“2  Record  of  any  deeds  ... 
held... 

"9  Any  documentation,  nwes  etc 
indicating  the  existence  of  any 
other  accounts  operated  by  (named 
taxpayer]". 

Mr  David  Goldberg.  QC  and 


Mr  John  Walters  for  the  applkanc 
Ms  Genevra  Caws.  QC  and  Mr 
Rabinder  Singh  for  tbe 
respondents. 

MR  JUSTICE  FERRIS  said  that 
the  thrust  of  the  applicant's  argu¬ 
ment  was  that  the  schedule  identi¬ 
fied  not  specific  documents  but 
classes  of  documents,  documents 
whose  existence  was  conjectural  or 
categories  of  documents  in  respect 
of  which  the  bank  was  required  to 
carry  out  an  exercise  in  judgment 
In  order  to  determine  whether  it 
had  or  hod  not  in  its  possession  or 
power  documents  of  the  kind 
identified. 

It  was  dear  that  outside  the 
scope  of  the  statutory  provisions  of 
die  kind  with  which  his  Lordship 
was  concerned,  the  courts  had 
recognised  a  general  principle  that 
a  mere  witness  was  not  to  be 
required  to  give  discovery. 

That  meant  that  the  witness 
could  not  be  required  to  search 
through  his  records  to  see  which,  if 
any  of  them,  might  be  material  to 
the  case.  In  part  that  was  because  a 
mere  witness  would  not  ordinarily 
know  what  were  I  he  issues  in  the 
case. 

Bui  different  considerations  app¬ 
lied  where  the  witness  could  be 
told  what  documents  he  was  to 
look  for  and  to  produce.  That 
principle  was  so  w*l]  established 
dial  the  legislature  ought  not  id  be 
treated  os  having  overridden  it 
unless  dear  words  were  used.  A 
party  in  the  position  of  the  bank  in 
relation  to  the  investigation  of  the 
(ax  liability  of  one  of  its  customers 

was  a  “mere  witness”. 

Section  20(3)  of  the  was  not 
enacted  in  a  context  which  might 
suggest  that  an  obligation  equiva¬ 
lent  to  that  involved  in  giving 
discovery  was  being  imposed. 

When,  therefore,  the  principle 
that  a  mere  witness  could  not  be 
required  to  give  discovery  was 
taken  into  account,  his  Lordship 
considered  that  section  20(3)  did 
not  allow  a  notice  to  be  given  in 
respect  of  conjectural  as  distinct 
from  actual  documents. 

It  followed  that  those  items 
which  were  in  the  schedules  which 
were  expressed  in  terms  which 
indicated  that  the  draftsman  of  the 
notice  did  not  know  whether  such 
documents  existed  but  required  the 
bank  to  consider  and  inquire 
whether  they  did.  and  if  they  did  to 
search  them  out  and  produce  (hem 
for  inspection  were  outside  the 
scope  or  section  20(3). 

Solicitors:  Cameron  Mark  by 
Hewitt:  T  rectify  Solid  tor. 


Criminal  Justice  and  Public  Order 
Acr  1994.  provides: 

“0  References  to  an  indecent 
photograph  include  an  indecent 
film,  a  copy  of  an  indecent  photo¬ 
graph  comprised  in  a  film-  - . 

“(4)  References  to  a  photograph 
include  ...  (bl  data  stored  on  a 
computer  disc  nr  by  other  elec¬ 
tronic  means  which  is  capable  of 
conversion  into  a  photograph." 

Section  1  of  the  Obscene  Publica¬ 
tions  Act  1959  provides: 

"(2)  In  this  Act  'article'  means 
any  description  of  article  contain¬ 
ing  or  embodying  matter  to  be 
read  or  looked  at  or  both,  any 
sound  record,  and  any  film  or 
other  record  of  a  picture  or 
pictures." 

Mr  Cobnan  Treacy.  QC  and  Mr 
Alun  Evans  for  the  defendants:  Mr 
John  Mining.  QC  for  the 

prosecution. 

LORD  JUSTICE  EVANS  said 
{fellows,  a  computer  specialist  at 
Birmingham  University,  had  used 
his  employers'  computer  to  store 
data  which  enabled  it  to  display 
indecent  pictures  of  children  on  the 
computer  screen  and  to  produce 
prints.  He  had  also  made  that  data 
available  on  the  Internet,  so  that 
other  computers  worldwide  could 
restive  and  display  similar  screen 
images  and  produce  identical 
prints. 

Fellows  had  controlled  access  to 
(he  archive  fay  means  of  a  pass¬ 
word.  Arnold  was  a  recipient  of 
material  Irani  Fellows'  archive, 
having  contributed  additional  data 
toiL 

They  contended  at  trial  (hat  such 
computer  data  did  not  comprise  a 
photograph  for  the  purposes  of 
section  I  of  the  1978  Act  and  that 
the  data  were  not.  in  any  event, 
distributed  or  shown  merely  by 
reason  of  being  made  available  for 
downloading. 

The  judge  had  dismissed  those 
arguments  and  the  defendants  had 
then  pleaded  guilty. 

The  judge  had  taken  a  broad 
purposive  approach,  interpreting 
the  statutes  so  as  to  enable  (hem  to 
encompass  the  storage  of  porno¬ 
graphic  materia]  on  computer  and 
its  electronic  transference. 

The  central  issue  raised  by  the 
appeal  arose  from  the  fan  that  in 
1959  and  1964  when  the  Obscene 
Publications  Acts  were  passed  and 
even  in  1978  when  the  Protection  of 
Children  Act  was  passed.  Par¬ 
liament  could  not  have  envisaged 
the  precise  capabilities  of  modem 
technology,  in  particular  the  abil¬ 
ity  of  computers  to  store  data 
which  enabled  them  to  reduce 
photographs  which  could  be  re¬ 
trieved  by  any  other  computer 
linked  telephorucally  to  the  storage 
.computer  worldwide. 

The  first  appellant  had  created  a 
data  archive  stored  in  the  hard 
disk  of  the  Birmingham  computer 
which  was  derived  from  porno¬ 
graphic  photographs  of  children 
which  could  be  downloaded  by 
other  computer  users  who  knew 


the  correct  password.  The  data 
could  be  used  to  create  either 
screen  images  or  documentary 
priniours  which  were  indistin¬ 
guishable  from  the  original 
photograph. 

The  second  appellant  had 
transmitted  files  of  obscene  pic¬ 
tures  from  his  own  computer  to  flic 
Birmingham  computer.  In  return, 
the  first  appellant  had  given  him  a 
password  to  access  the  data 
archive 

The  court's  primary  task  was  to 
ascertain  die  meaning  of  the  words 
in  the  statute  itself  and  it  was  only- 
in  thal  sense  that  what  was  or 
might  be  inferred  to  have  been  the 
intention  of  Parliament  was  rele¬ 
vant.  In  Attorney-General's  Ref. 
erence  (No  5  of  NSO)  ((1980)  72  Cr 
App  R  71)  a  person  who  provided 
screen  images  derived  from  a 
video  rape  was  found  to  have 
published  an  obscene  article  cooi 
trary  to  section  2  of  the  1959  Act. ’3 

That  decision  was  a  direct 
authority  on  the  issues  raised 
under  the  1959  Act  in  the  instant 
appeal.  Ir  was  also  relevant  to  (he 
construction  of  the  [975  Act. 
because  the  coun  acknowledged 
chat  it  was  at  feast  doubtful 
whether  in  1959  Parliament  had 
envisaged  that  video  cassettes 
would  become  widely  available 
and  so  provide  a  means  for 
obscene  displays  contrary  to  the 
Act. 

His  Lordship  reviewed  the  terms 

of  the  197S  Act  and  decided  that 
although  the  computer  disk  was 
not  a  photograph  it  was  “a  copy  o( 
an  indecent  photograph".  The  disk 
contained  data,  not  visible  to  the 
eye.  which  cnuld  be  converted  by 
appropriate  technical  means  into  a 
screen  image  and  into  a  print 
which  exactly  reproduced  the  orig¬ 
inal  photograph  from  which  it  was 
derived. 

It  was  a  form  of  copy  which 
made  the  original  photograph,  or  a 
copy  of  it,  available  for  viewing  by 
a  person  with  access  to  the  disk. 
There  was  no  restriction  on  ihe 
form  of  a  "copy  of  an  indecent 
photograph"  within  section  70 
and  the  data  represented  the** 
original  photograph,  in  another 
form.  That  conclusion  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  R  v  Brown  (Gregory) 
(J1996J 1  AC  543). 

The  definitions  in  sections  I  and 
7(2]  were  wide  enough  to  include 
later  as  wdl  as  contemporary 
forms  of  copies  of  photographs. 
There  was  ample  evidence  that  the 
first  appellant  had  actively  shown 
or  sought  to  show  the  archive  to 
others.  . 

The  fact  that  the  recipient  ob¬ 
tained  an  exact  reproduction  of  the 
photograph  contained  in  the  ar¬ 
chive  in  digital  form  did  not  mean 
that  (he  copy  photographs  in  the 
archive  were  not  hdd  in  the  first 
appellant's  possession  with  a  view 
to  their  hieing  shown  to  others.  The 
appeals  would  be  dismissed. 

Solicitors:  Glasyers. 

Birmingham:  Crown  Prosecution 
Service.  Birmingham. 


Priority  housing  need 


Regina  v  Westminster  City 
CounriL  Ex  parte  Bishop 

The  correct  construction  of  section 
S9fl)(b)  of  the  Housing  Act  1985  for 
the  purposes  of  deciding  whether 
an  applicant  had  priority  need  for 
housing  under  Pan  III  of  that  Act 
where  dependent  children  were 
involved  was  that  the  child  had  to 
be  dependent  at  least  in  pan  upon 
the  applicant 

Mr  Robin  Purchas.  QC.  sitting 


as  a  judge  of  the  Queen's  Bench 
Division,  so  held  on  August  8. 
when  dismissing  an  application  . 
for  judicial  review  of  the  deasioiLj) 
of  September  26.  1995  of  West¬ 
minster  City  Council  that  the 
applicant,  Matthew  Bishop,  the 
father  of  two  children,  who  lived 
apart  from  the  children's  mother, 
did  not  have  a  priority  need  for 
housing  under  Part  III  of  the  I9S5 
Act. 
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The  Mercury  Music 
Prize  CD  for  £1 

Readers  of  The  Times  can  get  the  Mercury  Music  Prize 
CD.  which  includes  tracks  from  ten  top  albums  shortlisted  - 
for  the  19%  Mercury  Music  Prize,  ranging  as  usual  across 
the  entire  spectrum  of  British  and  Irish  music,  for  just  £1.- 
Simply  collect  three  of  the  six  tokens  appearing  in 
The  Times  and  attach  them  to  the  CD  application  form 
which  was  published  in  the  newspaper  on  Monday  and  . 
Saturday.  Send  it  and  the  three  tokens  with  a  cheque  or  - 
postal  order  for  El,  payable  to  Times  Newspapers,  to  cover 
the  cost  of  postage,  packaging  and  distribution,  to: 

The  Times  PT131.  Mercury  CD  Offer,  PO  Box  510. 

Leighton  Buzzard.  Beds  LU7  SQS.  The  offer  is  not  avail-  . 
able  to  readers  in  Eire,  the  _ ■ 

Channel  islands  or  the  Isle  of  FraitoTTMEil 

Man.or  to  employees  of  Mercury  1  t 

Communications  or  TNL.  Please  ■  jgfWl  -  '  -  j' 
allow  2S  days  far  delivery.  One  »  r% ■  { 
CD  per  household.  This  CD  is  not  j  MERCURY  \ 

for  resale.  The  dosing  date  for  die  ]  pt^  ■■  * 

of^5  October  14. 19%-andis  ;  j 

subject  to  availability. 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  OCTOBER  3 1996 


■  FILM  1 

Hollywood  raids 
the  libraiy 
again  to  make 
a  cool  and 
gritty  version 
of  Hardy’s  Jude 


■  FILM  2 

Daft  laughs  wear 
thin  as  Eddie 
Murphy  remakes 
a  Jerry  Lewis 
classic,  The 
Nutty  Professor 


THE: 
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ARTS 


■  FILM  3 

Meg  Ryan  and 
Co  delve  into 
the  Gulf  War’s 
greyer  areas 
in  Courage 
Under  Fire 


■  FILM  4 

Touch  of 
Evil,  Orson 
Welles’s  creepy 
thriller,  is 
given  a  new 
lease  of  life 


CINEMA:  Geoff  Brown  hails  a  touching  performance  by  a  rising  young  star  in  a  Jude  obscured  by  rain  and  snow 

Winslet  wonderful  as  Wessex  girl 


Another  week,  and  another 
milestone  of  Eng  Lit  lands 
in  the  cinemas.  Nor  that 
Thomas  Hardy's  last  nov¬ 
el.  Jude  the  Obscure,  is  an  obvious 
candidate  for celluloid  prettificaiion. 
.There  is  no  social  comedy  among 
•ixicups  and  crinoline.  No  rolling 
green  hills,  nor  pealing  church  bells. 

The  very  first  scene  of  Michael 
Wtmerbortom’s  film  —  it  bears  the 
blunt  ride  Jude  —  thrusts  us  into  an 
Oppressive  world,  shot  in  stark 
black-and-white  through  the  wides¬ 
creen  lens  of  Eduardo  Serra.  A 
ploughed  field.  Circling  rooks. 
Young  Jude  feeds  them.  When  he 
should  be  scaring  them.  The  farmer 
whips  him  for  his  pains. 

Subsequent  scenes  move  into 


Jude 

Warner  West  End.  IS.  122  mins 
Austere  misery  from 
Thomas  Hardy 

The  Nutty  Professor 

Empire.  12, 95  mins 
Wobbly  comedy 
with  Eddie  Murphy 

Courage  Under  Fire 

Odeon  West  End,  15. 1 16  mins 
Rashomon  meets  Desert  Storm 

Touch  of  Evil 

Lumiere,  12. 1GS  mins 
Orson  Welles's  last 
Hollywood  flourish 

Letters  from  the  East 

National  Film  Theatre 
120  mins 

Worthy  but  inert  drama 


colour.  The  sun  sometimes  shines, 
but  the  dominant  mood  remains 
bleak.  Snow  blankets  the  land,  or 
rain  fumbles  down  on  to  grey  stone. 
There  is  no  fiesta,  least  of  all  in  the 
hearts  of  stonecutter  Jude  {Christo¬ 
pher  Eccleston)  and  his  cousin  Sue 
(Kate  Winslet)  as  they  struggle 
against  fate  and  society's  disapprov¬ 
al  of  unmarried  lovers. 

Winterbottom  loves  the  fierceness 
and  grit  in  Hardy’s  book.  This  is  the 
man  who  littered  our  motorways 
with  corpses  in  Butterfly  Kiss,  and. 
on  television,  held  up  the  mirror  to 
Roddy  Doyle's  fractious  Family. 
Finding  modem  Dorset  too  twee  to 
stand  in  for  Hardy’s  Wessex,  he  sent 
his  cameras  north,  to  Yorkshire. 
Northumberland  and  Edinburgh, 
in  search  of  savage  landscapes  and 
unadorned  stone.  He  also  encour¬ 
aged  the  writer  H  ossein  Amini  to 
scratch  period  words  from  his 
script,  and  manufacture  a  forceful, 
contemporary-sounding  tale  of 
dashed  hopes  and  love  fighting 
aaainst  the  odds. 

Aside  from  a  few  over-bustling 
crowds  and  clip-clopping  horses, 
Winterbottom  successfully  achieves 
his  lean.  mean,  modem  style.  But  at 
what  cost?  By  underlining  the 
grimness  of  Hardy's  story  he  risks 
emotional  munorony  and  audience 
disenchantment.  And  the  import  of 
events  is  often  stunted  by  the  script's 
compression  of  Hardy’s  episodic 
writing.  Characters  chase  each  oth¬ 
er  from  place  to  place  at  an  almost 
comical  speed.  One  second  we  hear 
thar  Jude  had  sired  a  child  with  his 
ahsent  wife,  good-time  girl  Arabella: 
the  next  the  boy  stands  at  the 
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Kate  Winslet  gives  a  “mesmerising,  beautifully  modulated  performance”  as  Sue  Bridehead,  seen  here  at  the  grave  of  her  son,  in  Michael  Winterbottom’s  otherwise  disappointing  Jude 


quayside,  shipped  all  the  way  from 
Australia. 

Winterbottom’s  cool,  fractured 
style  places  a  special  burden  on  the 
performers.  Eccleston  Jude,  the 
stonecutter  who  longs  to  belter 
himself  try  learning,  is  as  pained 
and  sensitive  as  he  needs  to  be, 
although  he  could  not  spot  a  joke  if  it 
fell  on  his  head.  So  for  warmth  we 
must  look  to  Sue  Bridehead,  the 
cousin  who  plunges  into  a  mistaken 
marriage  with  Jude’s  former  school¬ 
teacher.  Philiotson.  Winslet,  flinty 
and  vivacious,  dances  through  the 
early  scenes,  but  by  the  end  she  is 
wan,  drained  of  life  by  fate’s  hard 
knocks.  Hers  is  a  mesmerising, 
beautifully  modulated  performance, 
and  she  gives  Jude  a  real  shot  in  the 
arm:  not  quite  enough,  though,  to 
prevent  audiences  themselves  feel¬ 
ing  drained  of  life. 

If  you  need  a  barrel  of  laughs, 
there  is  always  Eddie  Murphy  and 
his  remake  of  Jerry  Lewis's  The 
Nutty  Professor,  an  inspired  varia¬ 
tion  on  DrJekyll  and  Mr  Hyde.  The 
hero  actually  looks  like  a  barrel: 
Professor  Sherman  Klump  weighs 
4001b,  and  can  rub  off  the  writing  on 
his  blackboard  with  an  accidental 


whisk  of  his  turn.  In  Lewis’s 
original.  33  years  ago.  the  character 
was  a  nerdy  weed,  teeth  and  glasses 
permanently  askew;  but  Murphy's 
revisions  allow  for  fat  jokes  galore 
before  the  podon  is  drunk  and 
Klump  slims  down  to  his  alter  ego  of 
Buddy  Love,  a  campus  Casanova 
and  braggart  deluxe. 


But  are  the  jokes  funny?  Yes. 
at  first.  Murphy’s  Klump 
may  be  a  creature  built 
from  foam  and  make-up. 
but  he  still  suggests  a  real  human 
being,  sweet  and  charming.  Even 
when  the  Klump  family  congregates 
for  a  fusillade  of  jokes  about  food 
and  farting,  the  outrageousness  of 
the  comedy  softens  the  crash  as  the 
bad  taste  barrier  is  broken.  (It  had  to 
break  some  time,  for  the  film’s 
director  is  Tom  Shadyac,  maestro  of 
Ace  Ventura,  Pet  Detective.)  There 
is  also  another  technical  stunt  to 
enjoy:  Murphy  plays  all  the  family 
members,  one  child  excepted. 

But  the  fun  does  not  last.  The  film 
starts  losing  its  appeal  onoe  Love 
takes  over  Klump’s  life.  Playing  a 
brash,  strutting  Romeo  is  nothing 
unusual  for  Eddie  Murphy,  so  the 


film  strays  into  barren  territory. 
And,  as  the  jokes  and  vulgarities 
pile  up.  you  long  for  the  warmth  of 
the  earlier  scenes  when  Klump 
bumped  into  electric  switches,  broke 
a  trampoline  or  shone  with  quiet 
delight  at  an  attractive  young  wom¬ 
an’s  attention. 

Courage  Under  Fire  hails  from 
Edward  Zwick,  the  man  who  leads  a 
double  life  as  the  director  of  patriotic 
epics  (G/ojy)  and  the  creator  of  chic 
TV  (thirtysomethinjfi.  This  is  a 
Desert  Storm  story,  and  audiences 
outside  America  will  have  to  wrestle 
with  the  film's  unquestioning  accep¬ 
tance  of  the  Gulf  War’s  validity. 

Patrick  Sheane  Duncan’s  artful 
script  does  ask  some  questions, 
however.  Pushed  to  the  backrooms 
after  accidentally  invoking  friendly 
fire  on  one  of  his  own  tanks  in  the 
desert,  Denzel  Washington’s  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  is  asked  to  prepare  a 
report  on  a  Captain's  suitability  for 
a  posthumous  Medal  of  Honor.  The 
matter  should  be  simple,  particular¬ 
ly  when  the  officer  is  a  woman  (Meg 
Ryan);  but.  as  Washington’s  pain 
grows  over  his  own  Gulf  exploits,  he 
discovers  conflicting  accounts  of  her 
behaviour.  A  tower  of  strength  —  or 


a  quivering  coward?  Sharp,  short 
flashbacks  suggest  different  an¬ 
swers:  this  is  almost  the  Rashomon 
of  war  movies. 

For  a  time  these  guilts  and 
mysteries  prove  engaging.  But  the 
more  Washington  delves  into 
Ryan's  behaviour,  the  more  her 
character  becomes  a  gaping  hole. 
Snatched  only  in  brief  flashbacks, 
we  never  get  to  know  this  Captain 
Karen  Walden:  she  is  just  Ryan  in 
battle  dress.  And.  by  sweeping 
under  the  carpet  much .  of  war’s 
chaos,  the  film  trivi  arises  Washing¬ 
ton's  inner  battles.  The  great  prob¬ 
ing  American  movie  about  Desert 
Storm  is  still  to  be  made. 

Stories  differ  over  how  Orson 
Welles  came  to  make  Touch  of  Evfl 
in  1957,  his  last  brush  with  the 
Hollywood  studios  after  years  of 
exile.  Some  say  that  after  a  convivial 
night  he  bravely  asked  to  direct  die 
worst  script  on  the  shelf  of  Albert 
Zugsmhh,  a  maverick  producer  for 
Universal.  Others,  including  Welles 
himself,  have  said  that  he  was 
bumped  up  from  actor  to  director  on 
the  project  through  the  powers  of 
Charlton  Heston  (cast  as  the  narcot¬ 
ics  agent  Vargas). 


Whatever  the  circumstances. 
Welles  threw  all  his  energies  into 
this  astonishing  thriller  so  much  so 
that  his  baroque  visual  style  and 
love  of  seedy  atmosphere  swamp  the 
story  of  murky  happenings  on  the 
Mexican  border.  Welles’s  bulky 
physical  presence  dominates  too: 
even  Heston  is  cut  down  to  size  by 
his  corrupt  detective  Hank  QuinJan. 
decay  oozing  from  every  pore.  The 
famous  opening  travelling  shot  sets 
the  scene  with  a  tremendous  flour¬ 
ish,  and  the  visual  wonders  never 
stop.  This  is  an  unbalanced  film,  but 
a  great  one. 

Placed  alongside  Touch  of  Evil,  a 
worthy  new  film  such  as  Letters 
from  the  East  has  all  the  gleam  of  a 
dead  fish.  Andrew  Grieve’s  inert 
drama  focuses  on  an  Estonian-born 
woman  (Ewa  Froling),  long  in 
England,  searching  for  her  lost 
mother  as  the  old  country  gropes 
towards  independence.  Britain. 
Germany,  Finland,  Sweden  and  the 
European  honeypot  all  helped  to 
fund  the  project;  but  this  dull,  over- 
earnest  film  never  gives  an  audience 
of  any  nationality  sufficient  reason 
to  plonk  down  money  at  the  box 
office. 


SNAP 
VERDICT 


‘Hardy  as 
boring  as 
on  paper’ 

firry  week,  young  film  fans 
discuss  the  latest  re/etzses . . . 


JUDE 

Richard  Wright  20: 1  thought 
that  with  Christopher 
Eccleston  and  Kate  Winslet 
this  film  couldn’t  fail,  but  1 
found  it  curiously  unin¬ 
volving. 

Holly  Peters.  20:  1  liked  the 
way  the  film  looked  —  the 
director  obviously  didn’t  want 
a  rosy  view  of  Britain.  But  it 
dragged  a  bit. 

Ben  Peters.  22:  I  remember 
having  to  do  Hardy  for  A 
levels,  and  now  1  find  that  he 
is  as  boring  on  film  as  he  is  on 
paper. 

Liny  Knight,  22: 1  liked  this  a 
lot  —  Eccleston  was  excellent, 
and  I  thought  bringing  the 
language  into  the  present  day 
worked  well.  Thoroughly 
recommended. 

THE  NUTTY  PROFESSOR 
Richard:  Usually  I  like  Eddie 
Murphy,  but  here  I  found  him 
predictable  and  tiresome. 
Holly:  l  didn’t  like  this  at  all  — 
even  the  adverts  on  the  Tube 
for  it  put  me  off.  This  isn’t  even 
worth  buying  on  video  in  the 
E2  dumpbin. 

Ben:  If  this  were  better  direct¬ 
ed  then  I  would  have  enjoyed 
it  a  lot  more,  as  1  found  the 
story  and  Murphy  quite  good 
fun.  However,  it  wasn't  and  I 
didn't 

Lacy:  This  was  a  clumsy  film 

—  it  took  the  mickey  out  of  fat 
people  and  then  told  us, 
Forrest  Gump* tyle.  to  accept 
everybody  despite  their 
failings. 

COURAGE  UNDER  FIRE 
Richard:  Any  war  film  that 
has  Meg  Ryan  in  it  can’t  be 
that  bad.  The  opening  se¬ 
quence  is  awesome,  and 
Denzel  Washington  puts  in  a 
fine  performance. 

Holly:  I  expected  to  hate  this 

—  anything  to  do  with  war 
bores  me— but  I  found  it  quite 
gripping. 

Ben:  I  suppose  Gulf  War  films 
will  soon  replace  Vietnam 
films.  im  getting  quiie  bored 
with  jungle,  so  it’s  nice  to  see 
some  sand.  Good  stuff  for  a 
Friday  night  with  the  boys. 
Lucy:  Not  really  for  me, 
despite  Waslungton’s  gcod 
performance.  Still,  if  ynur 
boyfriend  drags  you  along  you 
won’t  complain  too  much. 


MIKE  WUJONSON 


Step  aside,  Oasis,  the 
hard  men  are  back 
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A  leaner,  meaner 
jeave  the  frustrations  or  me  p 


It  is  a  cruel  irony  that 
Suede,  who  carried  the 
torch  for  new  British  pop 
single-handedly  during  1992 
and  1993.  should  have  been 
eclipsed  by  the  Britpop  explo¬ 
sion  they  did  so  much  to 
inspire.  Their  third  album. 
Coming  Up.  briefly  topped  the 
charts  a  month  ago.  and  their 
press  releases  still  optimisti¬ 
cally  refer  to  them  as  “official¬ 
ly  the  best  band  in  the  world”. 
But  theirs  is  now  just  one  of 
several  compering  claims  to 
the  title  and,  having  been  the 
Oasis  of  their  day.  they  have 
now  dropped  to  the  status  of 
underdog. 

On  ffie  second  night  of  their 
British  tour,  at  Glasgow's 
Barrow  land,  they  handled  the 
new  situation  wiih  the  same 
dignity  and  strength  of  resolve 
that  they  have  always  exhibit¬ 
ed.  With  the  stage  bathed  in 
pools  of  blood-red  light  they 
entered  to  the  strains  of  a 
pseudo  string  arrangement  of 
She,  which  gave  way  to  Simon 
Gilbert's  heavy  pounding 
drumbeat  then,  as  Brett  An¬ 
derson  shimmied  up  to  the 
microphone  stand,  they  sim¬ 
ply  exploded  into  life, 
powering  their  way  in  quick 
succession  through  Trash, 
Heroine  and  Animal  Nitrate, 
with  a  sense  of  gleeful  urgency 


Suede 

Glasgow 


that  was  an  absolute  joy  to 
behold. 

It  was  a  sensational  start  to 
a  set  that  threw  into  sharp 
relief  the  stodgy  performance 
values  that  have  come  to  be 
regarded  as  die  norm  among 
their  Briq»p  successors.  It 
was  certainly  a  far  more 
entertaining  display  than  the 
thug-boy  posturing  and  rou¬ 
tine  three-chord  strumming  of 
Oasis,  whatever  the  relative 
appeal  of  Nod  Gallagher's 
songs. 

Guitarist  Richard  Oakes 
has  metamorphosed  from  the 
timid  schoolboy  who  stood 
self-consciously  rooted  to  the 
spot  during  their  tour  of  1994- 
95  into  a  guitar  god.  Not  only 
did  he  play  brilliantly  —  from 
the  stabbing  metallic  shapes  of 
So  Young  to  the  delicately 
lilting  cadences  of  By  the  Sea 
—  but  he  folly  looked  the  part 
chasing  the  beat  with  little 
lunges  of  his  head  and  stamp¬ 
ing  his  personality  on  the 
show.  ' 

New  member  Neil  Codling 


fleshed  out  the  sound  with 
discreet  keyboard  parts,  but 
made  his  most  telling  contri¬ 
bution  to  die  night  as  a 
backing  vocalist,  his  harmo¬ 
nies,  especially  on  The  Wild 
Ones,  lending  extra  melodic 
richness  to  the  songs. 

But  it  was  Anderson  who 
led  the  way  with  pur¬ 
poseful  authority.  Look¬ 
ing  about  a  stone  lighter  than 
when  the  band  last  toured,  he 
performed  with  tremendous 
energy  and  style,  twirling  the 
microphone  above  his  head, 
but  somehow  managing  not  to 
hit  anything  except  die  intend¬ 
ed  notes. 

There  were  lots  of  technical 
reasons  for  admiring  this 
show  —  whether  it  be  the 
clever  lighting  design,  the 
subtle  changes  of  backdrop  or 
simply  the  brash  elegance  of  it 
all.  But  at  the  end  of  the  day  it 
was  just  brilliant  to  have  them 
back. 

David  Sinclair 

•  Suede  play  the  Octagon ,  Shef¬ 
field.  tonight.  De  Mon  ford  Hall. 
Leicester,  tomorrow,  Victoria 
Hails,  Hanley,  on  Saturday ; 
Tom  and  Country,  Leeds,  on 
Monday;  Hull  City  Hall,  on 
Tuesday  and  Kit  bum  National. 
London,  on  Thursday 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  OCTOBER  3  1996 


VISUAL  ART 


Pop  goes  the 
easel:  Peter 
Blake  has  fun 
with  the  Old 
Masters  at  the 
National  Gallery 


THEATRE  1 


THEATRE  2 


Ian  Brown  leaves 
the  Traverse 
for  a  date  at 
the  Donmar  with 
Sam  Shepard’s 
Fool  for  Love 


ARTS 


The  Royal  Court 
maintains  its 
name  for 
provocative 
drama  with  a  new 
rent-boy  play 


TOMORROW 


Game  for  a 
fiddle:  will 
Ken  Campbell's 
Violin  Time 
enchant  the 
National? 


•  \ 
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California  dreaming 


VISUAL  ART:  Peter  Blake  crosses  new 
boundaries  through  the  Old  Masters  in 
his  new  exhibition.  Isabel  Carlisle  reports 


Kg^ 


A  sight  and 
sound  show 


41 

^■&r 


The  National  Gallery  recently 
announced  that  it  was 
handing  over  all  its  post- 
1900  paintings  to  the  Tale, 
and  then  a  week  later  opened  a  show 
by  Pop  artist  Peter  Blake.  What  is  it 
up  to?  Clearly  it  recognises  that 
rational  boundaries  can  be  positively 
stultifying  when  it  comes  to  creativ¬ 
ity,  especially  when  thar  creativity 
includes  making  an  essentially  static 
national  collection  come  alive  again 
and  again  in  different  ways. 

Bringing  a  living  artist  in  to  shake 
up  tite  Old  Masters  forces  a  new  take 
on  the  collection.  Whether  that  art¬ 
ist’s  work  should  then  be  measured 
against  the  gallery's  permanent 
paintings  is  not  the  point.  Blake's 
exhibition  sets  up  a  visible  dialogue 
between  the  art  of  today  and  that  of 
the  past;  the  creativity  ties  in  remov¬ 
ing  boundaries  and  making 
connections. 

Peter  Blake  is  not  one  to  pay  heed 
to  boundaries;  he  has  made  the  in- 
between  world  of  fantasy  and  dis¬ 
junction  his  own  territory.  He 
continues  to  prove  his  ability  to 
reinvent  himself  by  turning  to  new 
subjects  and  exploring  new  tech¬ 
niques.  As  artist  in  residence  at  the 
National  Gallery  for  the  past  two 
years,  he  has  come  up  with  a  show 
based  on  the  permanent  collection 
that  in  its  humour  cocks  a  snook  at 
those  who  take  art  too  seriously,  and 
in  its  serious  handling  of  paint 
reminds  us  that  art  is  a  process,  not 
just  a  finished  picture. 

Blake  has  slipped  Old  Masters  into 
his  collage  works  in  the  past  He 
produced  a  reprise  of  Landseer's 
Monarch  of  the  Glen  in  1966  in 
which  3-D  lettering  reduced  that 
Victorian  icon  to  instant  kitsch.  In  the 
early  Eighties  he  based  his  Have  a 
Nice  Day,  Mr  Hackney  on  Courbet's 
Bonjour  Monsieur  Courbet.  Blake's 
painting  hangs  in  the  opening  section 
of  this  exhibition  as  a  reference  point, 
with  a  postcard  of  the  Courbet  next  to 
it  In  transposing  the  three  figures  of 
Courbet's  painting  to  the  present-day 
boardwalk  on  Venice  Beach.  Califor¬ 
nia  —  casting  David  Hockney  as 
Courbet,  Pfeter  Blake  as  his  patron 
and  Howard  Hodgkin  as  his  deferen¬ 
tial  servant  —  Blake  introduces  his 
characteristic  flavour  of  unreality. 

At  the  National  Gallery,  Blake  has 
gone  on  to  produce  a  whole  series  of 
Venice  Beach  Madonnas,  taking 
madonnas  by  Old  Masters  and 
importing  them  wholesale  into  Ven¬ 
ice  Beach  settings  to  produce  a 
startling  contrast  between  then  and 
now.  Directly  copied  bom  Dieric 
Bouts,  the  Netherlandish  madonna 
in  Madonna  of  Venice  Beach  I  offers 
the  naked  Christ  child  her  breast  (an 
act  of  public  indecency  which  the 


LAPD  would  crack  down  on  fast) 
right  on  the  edge  of  the  rollerskating 
path.  She  is  as  much  locked  into  her 
own  world  as  the  two  skaters  in  the 
foreground  are  locked  into  sun,  sea 
and  the  cult  of  the  body  beautiful.  It  is 
funny;  it  shocks;  it  is  beautifully 
painted;  but  it  ultimately  disappoints 
by  being  tricksy  and  facile  in  the  way 
that  an  obvious  formula  inevitably 
becomes  facile. 

Blake's  greatest  success  in  the  “Old 
Masters  go  to  California"  genre  is 
After  Longhi:  Exhibition  of  a  Rhinoc¬ 
eros  at  Venice.  The  foreground  is 
Length's  scene  of  masked  figures  in 
carnival  dress  looking  down  on  the 
rhino  in  his  pen;  behind,  the  Venice 
Beach  boardwalk  with  rollers  katers 
and  palm  trees;  and  along  the  back  a 
high  wall  painted  with  snippets  of 
frescoes  by  Tiepolo.  Eighties  Califor¬ 
nia  (note  the  absence  of  in-line  skates) 
is  sandwiched  between  two  layers  of 
18th-century  Venice.  The  bare  flesh  of 
Tiepolo's  decorous  women  sets  up  an 
intriguing  contrast  between  the  artis¬ 
tic  nude  and  the  photographically 
derived  naked  limbs  of  the  skaters. 
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Pure  frivolity  and  fun  take 
over  in  The  Venuses'  Outing 
to  Weymouth,  complete  with 
1930s  charabanc  in  the  far 
distance.  It's  a  game  of  “spot  the 
artist"  with  sunbathing  lovelies  cop¬ 
ied  from  Venuses  by  Titian,  Giorgio¬ 
ne.  Vel&zquez,  Cranach,  Correggio 
and  Bronzino.  Two  attendant  cupids 
play  cricket  on  the  beach  originally 
painted  by  Constable.  Being  unfin¬ 
ished.  it  has  a  spontaneity  and  visible 
delight  in  handling  point 
This  looser  technique  becomes 
wonderfully  sensual  in  After  a  Copy 
of  Michelangelo's  Leda  and  the 
Swan.  To  his  contemporaries  Michel¬ 
angelo  was  famous  for  his  ability  to 
excel  in  both  sculpture  and  paint 
Today  his  contours  look  unyieldingly 
hard  and  his  colours  far  removed 
from  the  glow  of  16th-century  Vene¬ 
tian  painting. 

Blake  has  come  up  with  a  Tttian- 
esque  rendering  of  one  of  the  most 
erotic  paintings  in  the  National 
Gallery.  Michelangelo,  in  the  lost 
original  of  this  work,  was  repeating 
the  classical  tradition  of  explicit 
depictions  of  the  coupling  of  Zeus,  in 
the  form  of  a  swan,  with  the  mortal 
Leda.  Blake’s  is  a  work  in  progress  in 
thin  oils  that  stain  rather  than  coat 
the  canvas,  but  I  find  the  effect 
glorious;  it  should  be  left  as  it  is.  1 
would  guess  that  Blake,  tike  so  many 
artists  before  him.  has  found  in 
copying  the  Old  Masters  a  new  way 
forward  in  his  art. 


GIVEN  the  right  conductor, 
the  Royal  Scottish  National 
Orchestra  is  still  one  of  the- 
best  of  British  ensembles. 
That  much  was  dear  in  the 
first  concert  of  the  new  season 
in  tire  Usher  HalL  where 
Alexander  Lazarev  secured 
from  the  RSNO  the  kind  of 
brilliance  it  has  displayed 
only  rarely  since  the  precipi¬ 
tate  departure  of  Neeme  Jarvi 
eight  years  ago.  Although  he 
(arks  Jarvi 's  all-round  virtuos¬ 
ity,  Lazarev  does  have  the 
ability  to  motivate  an  orches¬ 
tra,  which  can  be  grudging 
with  its  enthusiasm. 

So  when  Lazarev  takes  over 
from  Walter  Weller  as  princi¬ 
pal  conductor  of  the  RSNO 
next  year,  it  should  be  a  very 
useful  partnership.  There 
could  be  occasions  when  the 
odd  item  is  under-rehearsed, 
like  Rimsky-KorsakoVs  May 
Night  Overture  in  this  con¬ 
cert.  and  when  one  is  moved 
to  wonder  about  the  conduc¬ 
tor’s  ability  to  solve  problems 
on  the  spot  But  once  the 
impulse  is  there,  this  is  the 
musician  to  sustain  and  con¬ 
vert  it  into  inspiration. 


RSNO/ Lazarev 
Edinburgh 


The  sight  of  Lazarev  whirl¬ 
ing  his  baton  over  his  heaiuk 
like  a  helicopter  blade  in  the® 
second  movement  of  Rach¬ 
maninov’s  Second  Symphony 
was  only  less  remarkable 
than  the  sound  that  went  with 
iL  There  were  awkward  mo¬ 
ments  in  this  performance 
too.  but  the  willingness  to  take 
risks,  the  consistent  expectan¬ 
cy  in  the  rhythms,  the  gener¬ 
osity  of  the  instrumental 

colouring,  the  vividly  three- 
dimensional  quality  of  the 
textures  were  indications  of 
commitment  to  an  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  rare  spontaneity 
The  relationship  between 
the  orchestra  and  Dmitri 
Alexeev  in  the  stressful  condi¬ 
tions  of  Prokofiev's  Second 
Piano  Concerto  was  another 
encouragingly  positive  aspect 
of  the  concert.  Whatever  exhil¬ 
aration  Alexeev  got  out  of  h. 
he  deserved  every  bit 
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•  Now  We  Are  64  is  in  the  Sunley  Room, 
National  Gallery.  Trafalgar  Square. 
London  WC2  (0171-8391321)  until  Jan  5 


Madonna  of  Venice  Beach  I,  from  a  series  by  Blake  that  puts  madonnas  tty  Old  Masters  into  beach  settings 


FEW  recent  musical  anniver¬ 
saries  have  been  marked  more 
constructively  titan  the  cente¬ 
nary  of  Roberto  Gerhard's 
birth,  which  fell  last  week. 
Since  his  death  in  exile  in 
Cambridge  26  years  ago.  the 
importance  of  this  individual 
voice  in  20th-century  music 
has  been  only  intermittently 
reflected.  It  has  taken  this 
year's  performances  to  reveal 
the  rich  variety  of  his  output 

Saturday's  early  evening 
concert,  part  of  the  Phil- 
harmonia  Orchestra's  Music 
of  Today  series,  gave  us  three 
pieces.  The  composer’s  roots 
in  Catalonia  were  firmly  es¬ 
tablished  in  his  exuberant 
Sardana  No  /.  His  studies 
with  Schoenberg  resulted  in 
the  serial! sm  we  heard  in  the 
Nonet,  though  the  technique 
was  not  rigidly  applied  in  this 
work.  Stefan  As  bury  conduct¬ 
ed  a  fluid  performance. 

Most  memorable  of  all  was 
the  Pandora  Suite .  drawn 
from  the  anti-Fasrist  ballet 
Gerhard  wrote  in  the  early 
1940s.  In  his  modern  reinter¬ 
pretation  of  the  myth,  the 
contents  of  Pandora’s  box 
include  materialism  and  to- 


Phfihannonia/ 
Fruhbeck  de  Burgos 

Festival  Hall 


talitarianism.  and  the  sensu¬ 
ous  music  suggests  that  the 
composer  was  responding  to 
Franco's  suppression. 

Gerhard  must  be  kept  in  the 
concert  repertory,  and  if  other 
music  needs  to  make  way  it 
could  include  Strauss's  Ein 
Heldenleben ,  featured  in  the 
Philharmonia’s  main  pro¬ 
gramme.  Although  the  tem¬ 
pestuous  opening  was  not 
quite  together,  Rafael  Frub- 
beck  de  Burgos  almost  made 
this  overblown  tone-poem 
sound  like  a  good  work. 

Fruhbeck  de  Burgos’s  Bee¬ 
thoven  before  the  interval  was 
in  the  traditional  mould.  He 
conducted  an  arresting  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Overture  to  The  * 
Creatures  of  Prometheus,  and 
was  a  sensitive  accompanist  to 
the  impressive  young  virtuoso 
Boris  Berezovsky  in  the  Piano 
Concerto  No  I. 


John  Allison 


THEATRE:  Ian  Brown  tells  why  he  gave  up  job  security  for  the  precarious  life  of  a  freelance  director;  plus  a  new  play  with  few  expletives  deleted 

New  labour,  different  dangers  I  A  four-letter  world 


Job  security  has  never  been 
one  of  the  employment 
benefits  enjoyed  by  arts 
workers  in  general  and  theatre 
practitioners  in  particular. 
Even  so,  it  might  seem  strange 
—  foolhardy,  even  —  for  a 


director  who  has  established 
himself  at  the  head  of  one  of 
the  country’s  most  respected 
and  successful  producing  the¬ 
atres  to  step  down  and  pursue 
a  freelance  career. 

Bur,  after  eight  years  as 


A  GALA 

CELEBRATION  OF 
VIVIAN  ELLIS 

FEATURING:  Sir  John  Mills,  Avrii  Angers, 

i 

!  Lionel  Bart,  Christopher  Biggins,  Philip  Bird,  Don 
'  Black,  Clare  Burt,  Maurice  Clark,  John  Dattty,  Ray  C. 

Davis,  Janie  Dee,  Janet  Dibley,  Fenella  Fielding, 
j  Rabbi  Helen  Freedman,  Edward  Goggin,  Valerie 
Grove,  PhylRda  Hancock,  Jan  Hartley,  Ruthie 
Henshall,  Graham  Hoacfly,  Katey  Crawford  Kastin, 
Diliie  Keane,  Denis  Lawson,  Rosemary  Leach,  Helen 
Lederer,  Robert  Meadmore,  Keith  Michel!,  Sheridan 
Morley,  Jonathon  Morris,  Mike  Reed,  Sheila  Reid, 
Thelma  Rutty,  Frances  Ruffelle,  Fiona  Sinnott,  Frank 
Thornton,  Wendy  Toye,  Sally  Ann  Triplett,  Lizbeth 
Webb,  Paula  Wilcox  and  Susannah  York. 

|  Plus  surprise  guests  on  the  night 

{  Directed  by  Dan  Crawford 

at  The  Adelphi  Theatre 
Sunday  October  6  at  7.30pm 

Tickets  £10  /  £15:  Available  from  Ticketmaster 

0171  344  4444 


AH  proceeds  to  the  Vivian  Elds  Prize 


artistic  director  of  Edin¬ 
burgh’s  Traverse  Theatre.  Ian 
Brown  is  looking  forward  to  a 
bit  of  insecurity.  “It's  going  to 
be  an  interesting  balance  be¬ 
tween  earning  a  living  and 
being  true  to  my  artistic  self." 
he  says.  “I  have  to  prove 
myself;  I  have  to  compete  on 
the  open  market  But  that  is 
the  adventure.  You  can't  just 
sit  back  and  let  the  money  roll 
in." 

With  the  standard  rates  for 
freelance  directors  being  what 
they  are  —  Cameron  Mackin¬ 
tosh  musicals  excepted  — 
there  seems  little  chance  of 
that.  Brown  may  have  arrived 
in  London  without,  as  he  puts 
it,  “a  huge  mountain  of  work", 
but  it  seems  unlikely  his  diary 
will  stay  blank  for  long.  His 
first  production  for  the 
Donmar  Warehouse,  a  revival 
of  Sam  Shepard’s  Fool  for 
Love,  opens  tonight.  Then  he 
will  direct  the  first  stage 
adaptation  of  an  Armistead 
Maupin  novel  —  Babycakes 
from  the  Tales  of  the  City 
series  —  for  Clyde  Unity 
Theatre  in  the  new  year. 
Planned  for  next  spring  is  the 
European  premiere  of  Ariel 
Dorfman's  Windows. 

Not  bad  for  a  self-pro¬ 
claimed  “new  director  in 
town",  the  man  who  accepted 
the  Donmar  job  because  “Sam 
Mendes  was  the  first  person  to 
make  me  an  offer".  In  fact,  the 
only  thing  that  seems  to  be 
missing  from  Brown’s  current 
schedule  is  the  endless  stream 
of  paperwork  that  inevitably 
taxes  an  artistic  director.  He 
denies,  though,  that  this  was  a 
factor  in  his  departure  from 
the  Traverse. 

“A  myth  went  round  that  1 
left  because  the  administrative 
burden  was  so  horrendous  I 
wasn't  prepared  to  do  it  any 

mare,  but  than:  just  baloney. 
It  is  hard  work  trying  remarry 
the  two  sides  of  the  jobi  but  If 


you  are  going  to  run  a  theatre, 
that’s  what  you  do." 

Brown  concedes  that  he  did 
find  the  continual  round  of 
funding  battles  exhausting, 
but  says  he  left  the  Traverse 
for  entirely  personal  reasons 
—  “to  do  different  things  in 
different  situations. 

“I  felt  that  I’d  been  there 
long  enough.  I  strongly  believe 
that  artistic  directors  should 
move  on  and  let  somebody  else 
have  a  go.  I  would  have  been 
quite  happy  to  stay  in  Scot¬ 


ian  Brown:  hard  at  work 


land,  but  the  opportunities  just 
aren't  there  any  more.  Not  on 
a  full-time  basis." 

Which  brings  us  to  the  other 
rumour  that  has  circulated  — 
particularly  among  London 
theatre  observers  —  about 
Brown's  decision  to  leave  the 
Traverse;  namely,  that  Scot¬ 
tish  theatre  has  become  a  bit 
parochial  and  its  writers  stuck 
in  a  nostalgic  ruL 

“I  don’t  think  that's  true  at 
all,"  he  says.  "Scottish  theatre 
has  its  problems  just  now.  but 
they  are  mainly  to  do  with  the  - 
slaw  starving  to  death  of 


companies  through  Jack  of 
funding.  You  can't  justify  a 
theatre's  existence  unless  it  is 
able  to  produce  a  reasonable 
body  of  work,  and  you  will 
only  get  good  product  coming 
out  of  a  theatre  if  it  can 
produce  enough  work  to  have 
some  major  hits  and  plays  that 
maybe  aren't  commercial,  but 
nevertheless  need  to  be  done. 
Theatre  needs  to  invest  in 
longer  rehearsal  periods  and 
give  writers  a  bit  more  breath¬ 
ing  space,  but  there  is  a  price 
that  has  to  be  paid  for  that." 

Risk-free  theatre  is  a  tactic 
that  Brown  has  never  em¬ 
ployed  himself.  The -not  incon¬ 
siderable  highlights  of  his 
years  at  the  Traverse  were 
never  obvious  from  the  start. 
Stephen  Mulrine’S  adaptation 
of  Moscow  Stations,  which 
transferred,  with  Tom  Court¬ 
enay,  to  London  and  New 
York,  and  James  Reiman's  . 
Hardie  and  the  Baird  were,  j 
Brown  says,  almost  anti-theat¬ 
rical.  Brad  Fraser's  Poor  Su¬ 
perman  and  Harry  Gibson's 
original  adaptation  of 
Trainspotting  “were  huge 
risks"  Even  the  success  of  Sue 
Glover’s  Bondagers  —  by  gen¬ 
eral  consensus,  the  biggest  hit 
of  Brawn’s  Traverse  tenure  — 
took  him  by  surprise. 

Shepard,  by  comparison, 
might  be  considered  a  safe 
commercial  bet  these  days. 
Bui  Fool  for  Love  is.  Brown 
says,  not  to  be  underestimat¬ 
ed.  “It  is  one  of  those  hermeti¬ 
cally  sealed  plays.  A  bit  like 
Beckett,  it  exists  as  an  entity 
and  it  doesn't  give  up  its 
secrets  easily.  Sure,  it's  a  risk, 
but  that’s  what  makes  it 
worthwhile." 


Shopping 

Ambassadors 


Christopher 

Bowen 


•  Fool  for  Love  runs  from  tonight 
until  November  30  at  the  Donmar 
Warehouse.  Earlham  Street  WC2 
(0171-369  1712) 


THE  title  of  Mark  Kavenhill’s 
first  play  is  not  publishable  in 
full  in  a  nice  family  news¬ 
paper,  and  appears  in  an 
oddly  bowdlerised  form  even 
on  the  placards  outside  what 
used  to  be  the  Ambassadors, 
and  now  calls  itself  the  Royal 
Court's  Theatre  Upstairs  in 
exile.  Shopping  and  ****ing, 
these  proclaim  in  good  wink- 
wink,  nudge-nudge  style.  The 
impression  given  —  ail  the 
stronger  because  Soho  is  hard 
by  —  is  that  behind  the  ornate 
foyer  is  Britain's  latest  contri¬ 
bution  to  convenience  buying, 
a  supermarket-cum-brothei. 
Girls  on  the  shelves,  cans  of 
tomatoes  in  the  beds,  and 
reward  cards  for  particularly 
loyal  customers  in  dirty  macs. 

Actually,  those  who  venture 
into  the  theatre  in  that  frame 
of  mind  won't  be  wholly 
disappointed.  There  are  no 
tomatoes  on  sale,  which  prob¬ 
ably  irked  the  man  who 
stomped  out  halfway  through 
Act  11.  looking  as  if  he  would 
like  to  throw  one  or  two  at  the 
stage.  But  there  is  a  fair 
amount  of  simulation  of  gay 
sex,  some  of  it  pretty  adoles¬ 
cent.  some  more  complete. 
What  Caesar's  soldiers  fam¬ 
ously  did  to  a  Druid  in 
Howard  Brentort’s  Romans  in 
Britain,  a  couple  of  London 
layabouts  do  to  the  saddest  of 
RavenhiH’s  sad  characters,  a 
14-year-old  rcntboy  escaping  a 
sexually  rapacious  stepfather. 

I  daresay  the  play  will  pick 
up  reviews  along  the  lines  of 
Sarah  Kane’s  Blasted,  which 
included  scenes  of  cannibal¬ 
ism  and  eye-gouging  as  well 
as  rape.  Bur  that  would  be 
unfair.  Wc  must  expect  the 
Court  to  b^..the  Court  even 
when  it  is  temporarily  ban- 


DONALD  COOPER 


Kate  Ashfield  as  Lulu  in  a  drama  of  disenchantment 


ished  from  Sloane  Square. 
Equally,  we  should  expect 
Max  S  la  fiord-dark's  Out  of 
Joint,  the  company  presenting 
the  play,  to  be  out  of  joint.  And 
the  play  is  not  an  exercise  in 
titillation  but  the  latest  contri¬ 
bution  to  a  growing  genre,  the 
drama  of  disenchantment,  the 
theatre  of  urban  ennui. 

But  is  it  an  effective  contri¬ 
bution  or.  as  I  sometimes  felt, 
a  derivative  one?  The  bleak¬ 
ness  of  Ravenhilt’s  young 
London  is  not  in  doubt.  The 
characters  inhabit  a  sub¬ 
world  in  which  shopping 
means  stealing  frozen  Thai 
meals  from  Tesco  and  a  job 
consists  of  selling  Ecstasy  for  a 
sentimental  suburbanite  who 
is  nevertheless  prepared  to 
punish  debtors  with  chain¬ 
saws.  Antony  Ryding*s  Gary 
the  14-year-old  selling  his  fa¬ 
vours  above  an*  amusement 
arcade,  typifies  the  town.  So 


does  James  Kennedy's  Mark, 
a  recovering  druggie  simulta¬ 
neously  yearning  for  and  in 
flight  from  human  affection. 

With  Robin  Soans.  Kate 
Ashfield  and  Andrew  Clover 
completing  the  cast,  the  acting 
does  not  lack  quality.  But  im¬ 
personal  jury  will  remain  out 
on  Ravcnhill*s  writing  until 
his  next  play.  I  would  like  to 
think  that  the  scenes  in  which 
Gary  begs  for  a  father  to  rape 
him.  or  implores  his  attackers 
to  destroy  his  bowels  with 
screwdrivers,  come  from  gen¬ 
uine  horror  at  a  sick  world. 
But  I  did  wonder  if  Ravenhill 
was  whipping  himself  into  a 
state  of  formulaic  dismay  at 
the  awfulness  of  things.  Either 
way,  the  effect  is  of  a  southern 

Trainspotting  with  more  sex 
and  fewer  laughs. 
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NEW  VIDEOS 


Intrigue  in  big 
wigs;  lavish 
sets  and  miles 
of  ruffles  in  the 
costume  drama 
Restoration 


M  NEW  CDS 

Absent  from 
Covent  Garden, 
but  thrilling 
on  disc  Roberto 
Alagna  excels 
in  Don  Carlos 


THE! 


TIMES 


ARTS 


■  CHOICE  I 

James  MacMillan's 
cello  concerto 
is  premiered  by 
Rostropovich 

VENUE-  Tonight  at 
the  Barbican 


■  CHOICE  2 

Mahler’s  epic 
Eighth  Symphony 
is  performed 
in  Manchester 

VENUE:  Tonight  at  the 

Bridgewater  Hail 
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Downey  has  his  day  in  court 


NEW  ON  VIDEO 


■ 
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■  restoration 

Buena  Vista.  15 .  1995 
YOU  begin  by  gazing  with  awe  at  the 
lavishness  of  Charles  II*  court,  and 
the  wanton  ways  of  the  King's  favour¬ 
ite  physician  (Robert  Downey  Jr).  Then 
sirly  enjoyment  of  this  adaptation  of 
Rose  Tremain’s  novel  drains  away 
when  the  hero  reforms  and  does  good 

#  Director  Michael  Hoffman  and 
his  technical  ream  work  wonders  on  a 
medium  budget:  if  only  we  cared  more 
about  the  human  beings.  With  Sam 
Neill.  Meg  Ryan  and.  briefly.  Hugh 
Grant  Available  to  rent. 

■  dracula 

C/C.  PC.  1931 

1  AM  Dracula,"  Bela  Lugosi  intones 
in  sepulchral  Hungarian  tones,  "I  bid 
you  welcome."  Later  adventures  of  the 
Transylvanian  count  featured  better 
bats,  livelier  direction  and  less  theatri¬ 
cal  ham:  here  the  Universal  studio  is 
still  finding  its  stylistic  fangs,  and 
relying  too  much  on  the  stage  source. 
Essential  viewing  nonetheless,  with 
chunks  or  eerie  splendour  and  expres¬ 
sive  camerawork  by  the  German 
emignJ  Karl  Freund.  Director,  Tod 
Browning. 

■  SAFETY  LAST 
Connoisseur .  PG.  1923 

HAROLD  LLOYD'S  comedy  contains 
one  of  the  great  images  of  all  cinema: 
Harold  clinging  to  a  collapsing 
clockfoce  high  up  on  a  skyscraper.  But 
there  is  much  more  to  enjoy  in  this 

*  breezy  tale  of  a  1920s  go-getter  trying  to 
make  his  fortune  in  the  big  dty  to  earn 
his  sweetheart's  hand.  Gags. 


V 


Expecting  royalties:  Hugh  Grant  and  Robert  Downey  Jr  fail  to  attract  in  Michael  Hoffman's  Restoration 


characterisations  and  action  thrills  are 
perfectly  blended.  Another  Lloyd  si¬ 
lent.  the  charming  The  Kid  Brother,  is 
also  available.  Both  cany  new  music 
scores  by  Carl  Davis. 

■  WHITE  SQUALL 
First  Independent ,  12.  1996 
AT  FIRST  this  sea  adventure  seems 
piffling:  the  usual  rites  of  passage  stuff, 
and  youth  chafing  against  authority. 
Then  Jeff  Bridges's  schooner,  a  floating 
school  for  teenage  boys  voyaging  to  the 


Galapagos  Islands,  is  hit  by  big  waves 
and  a  whirlwind  of  water.  Director 
Ridley  Scott  sweeps  audiences  away 
with  the  panic  and  chaos  of  the  "white 
squall".  But  after  this  high  point,  die 
film,  like  the  ship  itself,  has  nowhere  to 
go  but  down.  Available  to  rent. 

■  ULYSSES1  GAZE 
Artificial  Eye .  12, 1995 
HARVEY  KEITEL  seems  more  sym¬ 
bol  than  human  being  as  the  expatriate 
film-maker  returning  to  his  Balkan 


heritage  to  trace  fragments  of  a 
pioneering  film  shot  in  1905.  Director 
Theo  Angelo  pool  os.  a  master  of  visual 
poetry,  attempts  to  honour  cinema's 
centenary,  the  current  Bosnian  con¬ 
flict.  Greek  myth  and  his  own  personal 
concerns  all  at  once  —  a  grand, 
impossible  task.  But  just  watch  that 
sailing  ship,  pale  blue  from  masthead 
to  prow,  edging  into  the  grey  harbour: 
sheer  magic. 

Geoff  Brown 


NEW  CLASSICAL  CDs:  Nocturnal  passion;  a  jazzman  takes  on  Mozart;  a  cracking  Carlos 
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Hilary  Finch 


■  CHOPIN 
Nocturnes 
Maria-Joao  Pires 
DC  447 096-2+++ 

IT  IS  with  some  temerity  that 
a  critic  even  dares  to  write 
about  Maria-Joao  Pires  these 
days.  Such  is  her  dislike  of 
being  “sold  in  the  market", 
and  so  great  is  her  fear  of  the 
distractions  of  the  trappings  of 
a  public  career  from  the  real 
business  of  music-making, 
that  one  fears  she  may  scuttle 
back  to  her  caravan  in  die 
Portuguese  countryside  and 
play  only  for  friends. 

However,  it  has  to  be  said 
that  her  latest  doubl&disc  of 
the  complete  Chopin  Noc¬ 
turnes  has  found  its  way 
straight  to  the  top  of  my  small 
pile  of  records  of  the  year. 
From  the  first  phrase,  the 
listener  knows  this  is  the  real 
thing.  Here  is  a  passion,  a 
concentrated  eloquence  undis- 
rracted  by  ego,  and  a  simplic¬ 
ity  bom  of  long  gestation  and 
quiet  thought.  Each  Nocturne 


is  characterised  by  an  exuber¬ 
ant  strength  of  purpose, 
whether  it  be  in  open-voiced 
song  —  the  second  and  eighth 
works  are  pure  bel  canto  for 
the  piano,  with  ornaments 
which  never  merely  decorate 
but  intensify  the  line  —  or  in 
the  dark  undercurrent  swirl¬ 
ing  beneath  the  apparent  non¬ 
chalance  of  No  14. 

Like  Krystian  Zimerman’s 
Preludes,  the  Nocturnes  of 
Pires  reveal  new,  visionary 
insight  into  Chopin  which 
neither  the  casual  listener  nor 
the  collector  will  wish  to  miss. 


Barry  Millington 
■  MOZART 

Piano  Concertos  K488, 595  & 
467;  Masonic  Funeral  Music; 
Symphony  No  40 
Jarrett/ Stuttgart  Chamber 
Orchestra/Davies 
ECM  1565/66*++ 

KEITH  Jarrett  has  been 
bringing  his  jazz-rooted,  im¬ 
provisatory  approach  to  bear 
fruitfully  on  Bach's  music  for 
some  time.  In  this  set  he 


presents  three  Mozart  piano 
concertos  with  mixed  success. 

His  playing  is  often  sensi¬ 
tive  and  thoughtful,  with  some 
freshly  conceived  embellish¬ 
ments  in  the  slow  movements. 
His  tempos,  however,  tend 
towards  the  deliberate,  espe¬ 
cially  in  K4S8,  with  the  result 
that  his  fingerwork  sounds 
somewhat  pedestrian.  There  is 
a  tendency,  too,  to  make  all 
voices  of  equal  weight  so  that 
broken  chords  intended  to  be 
accompanimental  attain  un¬ 
warranted  prominence.  To 
some  extent  the  beautifully 
dear,  forward  recording  qual¬ 
ity  exacerbates  that  foiling, 
though  for  the  most  part  it  is 
an  undoubted  asset 

The  orchestral  playing 
under  Dennis  Russell  Davies 
is  immaculately  blended  and 
there  are  some  splendidly 
pungent  sonorities  in  the  Mar 
sonic  Funeral  Music  The  G 
Minor  Symphony  K550  is 
stylishly  done,  with  a  fine 
sense  of  mystery  in  the  slow 
movement 

The  booklet  contains  a  long, 
well-written  essay  on  the 
works  played  but  no  track 
listings  are  given. 


John  Higgins 


■  VERDI 
Don  Carlos 
Mattila/Meier/ Alagna/ 
Hampson/Van  Dam/ 
Orchestre  de  Raris/Pappano 
EMI  7243 5  56152  2 
(3  CDs)+++ 

EMI  recorded  Luc  Bandy's 
production  of  Don  Carlos  at 
the  ChAtelet  in  Paris  last 
spring  before  it  came  to 
London.  They  chose  welL 
Roberto  Alagna  was  in 
freshest  voice  in  the  title  role 
and  Antonio  Pappano  is  a 
conductor  with  all  the  blood  of 
the  theatre  in  his  veins. 

Live  performances  carry  a 
few  penalties,  induding  here 
the  need  to  keep  the  volume 
turned  well  up.  Fail  to  do  that 
and  some  of  the  off-stage 
choruses  will  be  missed.  But 
the  gain  is  a  set  which  fairly 
vibrates  with  dramatic  power. 
Pappano,  who  converts  the 
Orchestre  de  Paris  into  a 
world-dass  band,  makes  even 
the  middle  act,  where  Verdi’s 
inspiration  can  take  a  dip. 


sound  consistently  impressive. 

In  this  five-act  French  ver¬ 
sion  ,  Alagna  establishes  his 
mark  immediately.  His  boyish 
infatuation  with  Elisabeth  in 
Fontainebleau  is  already 
flecked  with  desperation  and 
this  becomes  ever  more  pro¬ 
nounced  as  Carlas  sees  his 
hopes  ebb  away.  Properly 
sung  as  here,  their  meeting  at 
the  Spanish  court  has  Verdi 
wringing  tears  from  his  listen¬ 
ers.  This  is  Alagna’s  best 
interpretation  to  date  on  disc 
and  the  same  can  be  said  of 
Karita  Manila's  Eisabeth, 
coolly  Nordic  in  her  isolation 
until  she  pours  out  her  heart 
in  the  final  act. 

Add  in  Thomas  Hampson’s 
nobly  sung  Rodrigue  and  Jose 
Van  Dam’s  Philippe,  careful 
not  to  give  out  too  much  too 
soon,  and  EMI  has  a  crack 
cast.  Only  Waltraud  Meier's 
Eboli  lets  the  side  down  a  bit 
But  the  emotion  she  thrusts 
into  O  don  fatale  is  recom¬ 
pense  for  some  bumpy  singing 
earlier. 

*  Worth  hearing 
++  Worth  considering 
++*  Worth  buying 


LONDON 

FOOL  PM  LOVE:  lan  Brawi  oreSte 
Dairy  Lynch  avi  Loroew  Ashbourne  n 
Sam  SJkipjfd's  tier ce  drama  of  tow  on 
iho  edge  o»  me  Mojave  braer  W  jfi 
Gawn  Granger  and  Uxtn  UlerzfJCJ: 
iSee  inunm*  opposite  J 
Doranr  WaraiiouM.  Ejrtham  Srrao', 
WC2  (0171-3&6  1732)  PfCV^nStTKT] 
torugrt.  6f*n  Opens  Oct  10.  7pm 

HORACE.  Comedo's  great  uagec}, 
so:  in  Rome's  earliest  yaars.  where  Die 
K,  iruoraicd  by  the  cat  to  arms  The 

expanse  a  paramo  meroK  su;  feet 

relevant.  Deeded  bv  SyCnoe  Stake 
Lyric  swdo.  King  Street. 
Hammersmith,  (OlSl  -741  2311) 
Opens  torugra.  7pm.  Then  lifon-Sx. 
0pm  (Oci  12.  0  l5ptr.|  mat  Sat.  430pm 

LONDON  SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA  Th£>  accun^c  coflist 
Msnctav  Rostropovich  pno  trw  LSO 
under  S*  Coin  Dave,  for  the  world 
premiere  cd  a  oeflo  concerto  by  James 
MacftWtan  Tonfpfs  concert  also 
lectures  S*e*us  i  En  Saga  ane 
Beethovens  Symprory  No  7  si  A 
Barbican.  S£k  Street,  EC2  (01 71 -638 
8891)  7  30pm  © 

RICHARD  ALSTON  DANCE 
COMPANY.  Fvs  periornunces  at  tne 
season  tram  me  evening 
Owreograpta  and  hm  group  Tongtn's 
highlight  ginti  tx  fhv  vrarto  preauere  of 
□fcfu,  art  emerge !«:  pveco  for  bve  male 
(lancets,  set  to  music  by  lams 


TODAY’S  CHOICE 


A  daily  guide  to  arts 

and  entertainment 
compiled  by  Martt  Hargle 


XertaKis,  Tin*  programme  alio  luecjrps 
0rpV*?u5  Sngmg  and  Drearrong,  and 
Bevond  Measure  set  TO  chorales  bv 
J£  Bach 

Queen  BUwfacth  Hril  South  Bant> 
SEl  (0171-9604242)  Tomghl-Son, 
745pm  B 


ELSEWHERE 


GLASGOW:  tiemrvo.  Moluts 
opera  based  on  Homer's  epe  poem  The 
Had  opens  loraght  Scottish  Opera 
present  a  new  production  Dy  mo 
acclaimed  young  Gtesgow-bom 
aiector  David  kicVcar  Thomas  Randle 
wngs  the  me  rate  with  Usa  Mdne  as  tta 
and  Ctore  Rutter  as  Eteitra  Arnont  Ros 
Maitu  conduce. 

Theatre  Royal,  Hope  Street.  '0141- 
.  Sat.  Oct  Band  10. 


332  9000)  Torught. 
715pmfi 


MANCHESTER'  Tam^n1'.  concert,  the 
second  m  the  HaU  Orchestra's 
subscription  season,  will  gme 
suaenc*.  a  further  opporrunity  to  hear 
MaMet  &  mighty  Symphony  No  B, 
Symphony  eta  Thousand  The  orchestra 
w«  Ce  joaied  m  this  vast  piece  Dy  the 


Hand  Chwr  Sheffield  Ptmnarmoruc 
Chorus.  Royal  Northern  Cortege  of  Muuc 
Ghana  and  the  Monchosicr  Boys' 

Choir.  Kent  Nagano  conducts. 
Bridgewater  Hell.  Lower  Mosley 
Street  (0161-907  60001.  730pm 
SAUSBURY:  Jonathan  Church 
octet* alas  hra  first  unrawreaiy  as  artistic 
aroctor  cl  me  Playhouse  with  a 
production  of  The  Mwctant  of  Venice. 
The  deugns  are  by  Rurai  Mutchoan. 
Nawrat  Theatre  s  doogner  for  The  Rea 
Bataan  With  Carolyn  Backhouse  as 
Pme  and  Gareth  Armstrong  as  ShytocV 
PtayhauM,  Matthouse  Lana  (01722 
320333)  Pimm  Tomght,  Bpm  Opens 
Da  7,  8pm  Then  Mon-Wed.  7  30pm, 
Thus- Sat,  6pm:  matsThurs,  230pm 
and  SaL  4pm.  Unit  Oa  26.  |S 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

Anthony  d'Oftoy:  Ellen  GaOagner 
(D171-499  4100)  .  Barbican  Erwm 
EOumcntdd  10171-638  41411 
British  Huaoum:  Mysteries  of  Anoent 
Chme (0171-638 15S5).  .Festival 
Hall  Imagined  Communpcs  (0171  860 
42421  .  .  Hayward  Robert 
Mapplethorpe:  Arlony  Gormley  (0171- 
928  31441  UeweUyn  Alexander 
Ron  Bor<c  and  Austin  Mosefc-y  (0171-620 
13221  Museum  of  the  Moving 
Image-  Visions  of  Future  Images  (0171- 
815  13SO)  Nattonal  Theatre 

Shadow  and  Substance  (0171  -923 
2035)  Redeem.  Marc  Vain  (OtTI- 
734  1732)  Tate-  New  Displays. 

Hans  Hanung  (0171  -687  80001 


■  BUNDED  BY  THE  SUN  Frances 
de  la  Tour,  Durcan  Bell  and  Douglas 
Hodge  play  saemurs  nvpived  n  a 
case  of  semnotw;  fraud  Ron  Darnels 
areas  Stephen  Pohahol  s  new  play 
National  (Codesioe).  South  Bank  SE1 
(0171-928  2252)  Tonight- Sat.  730pm. 
me)  Sal.  2.38pm  In  rep  B 
G  BLOOD  WEDDING  AteMUKYa 
GAreath  and  Jasper  Bnrton  play  3% 
possnnate  lovors  n  Lorca's  tragedy 
Tvn  Supple  directs  a  new  version  by  Ted 
i-trghef..  with  "hot  desert"  muac 
composed  by  Aduan  Lee. 

Young  Vie,  66  The  Cut,  SEl  (8171-928 
6363).  Mon- SaL  7  30pm,  mats  Sat  (Oa 
26.  Nov  2),  2  30pm  Unbl  November  2 

□  BUG'  New  play  by  Tracy  Lens,  with 
three  of  the  Heed  Gun  actors  from  hts 
bdtiant  fuKar  Jr»  Anoher 
dysfunctional  white  (rash  lamiy,  this  Irme 
bom  OMahoma  City,  where  the 
pofcicaHy  alienated  kke  to  go  bomtvng 
Gate,  11  Fembndge  Rd.  W11  HJ171- 
229  0706)  Mon-Sa.  Bpm  Unri Oa  19. 

H  BY  JEBVKS:  Ddlghttul  muded 
creation  by  Alan  Ayckbourn  and  Andrew 
Lloyd  Webber,  based  on  the 
Wodehcmse  heroes  fret  attempted  20 
years  ago.  now  entirely  raveed 
Lyric.  Shaftesbury  Avenue.  Wl  (0171- 
494  5045).  Mon-Set.  7.45pm;  mats  Wed 
and  Sat.  3pm. 

□  KING  LEAR'  Kadng  just  directed 
the  Berfcade  Globe's  first  prodjcdon. 
Jack.  Shepherd  stays  In  the  district  lo 
cftect  Otfuer  Colton  as  Lear.  Jan 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy 
of  theatre 


reassessment 
In  London 
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□  Seats  at  all  prices 


Shepherd  as  Cordelia 
Southwark  Playhouse,  62  Southwark 
Bodge  Road.  SEl  (01 77-620  3494)  Tue- 
SeL  7pm  Until  Oa  12 

B  UUJGHTER  ON  THE  23RD 
FLOOR.  Nei  Sanon's  «sy  tunny 
account  of  workng  among  a  team  of 
scnptwntetL  kx  comedian  Sid  Caesar 
bock  n  the  1950s.  nghtng  eganst  time 
and  phtsane  producers  Gene  Wider 
plays  Sid  Directed  by  Roger  Homes. 
Queen's.  Shaltesburv  Avenue.  Wl 
(Oi  71  -494  5040) .  Opens,  tonlgtw.  7pm 
Then  Mon-Sal.  Bpm;  mare  Wed. 

2.30pm  Sal  4pm. 

□  SARRAStNE:  Batts  Bourne. 

Beverley  k  Join  and  FranQOH  Tesiory  horn 
the  1990  prcductmr  ae  pined  by  Sara 
Kestelman  in  NeA  Barnett's  losctnaUng 
adafSanon  ol  BaCac  s  tale  oftne  last  of 
thecaUrati  Muac  by  Nrcolas 
Bkwmflekl 

Lyric.  King  Street.  Hammeremih,  W6 
(0181-7412311)  Mon-Sat  7  30pm.  mat 
Sal  (Oci  12).  2.30pm 


□  SHOPPING  Out  o<  Jock's  new 
production  by  Mark  RavenhsU. 
Di&aiherted  generation,  shodang  look 
at  otwessjons.  etc  (See  review 
opposite.) 

Royal  Court  Upstairs:  Stage 
(formerly  Ambassadors}.  West  Street. 
WC2  (01 71 -7302554)  Mon-Sat 
9 15pm.  UnU  Oct  19 

□  WHEN  WE  ARE  MARRIED:  Dawn 
Ranch.  Ale  on  Steadman  and  Leo 
McKern  tv-.ii  the  splendKt  cast  oi  Jude 
Kaly's  production  of  the  Pnestiey 
evergreen.  Drat  seen  at  Chichester, 
away,  sound,  WC2  (0171-438  8888). 
Tue-Sal.  7  30pm;  mats  Wed  and  Sat. 
3pm 

LONG  RUNNERS 

□  Blood  Brethera  Phoenor  (01 71 -368 

1733) .  .  □  The  Complete  Works  of 
WHHam  Shakespeare  (Abridged)' 
Cmenon  (0171-360  1737)  . .  DDonH 
Dress  for  Dinner.  Duchess  (01 7 1  -494 
5070)  D  Grease  Dominion  (0171- 
4166068)  .  □  An  Inspector  Cals: 

Garrick  (0171-494  5085)  □  Joison 

Vkaoria Palace (0171  -834  1317)  ... 
Blllaa  Saigon  Drury  Lane  (0171 -494 
5400)  .  DOOvari:  PbBadun  (0171- 
494  5020)  .  .  H  Sunset  Boulevard 
Adelphi  (0171-344  U055I 

□  Tommy:  Shatiesbuiy  101 71-379 

5399)  □  The  Woman  in  Black: 

Fortune  (0171-836  2238) 

Ttekei  rrtormetion  u^ipied  by  Sodely 
at  London  Theatre 


NEW  RELEASES 

DON'T  FORGET  YOU'RE  GOING  TO 
DIE  SaK-prtytng  French  portrail  of  an  art 
graduate  who  testa  HIV-posnive 
Written  and  d reded  by,  and  starring. 
Xavet  Beauvote 
ICACtnema  (0171-930  364 7) 

♦  JANE  EYRE  |PG)'  Decent  but 
bloodtess  adaptation  ol  the  nowt  wnh 
Chartone  Gekubourg  and  WiSam  Hut 
Dinectar.  Franco  ZeWreli. 

Barbican  Q  (01 71 -638  8891)  Hotting 
HH  Coronet  fe  (D1 71-727  6705) 
RIchBiond  (0181 -332  003th  RBzy 
[0171-737  2131)  Screen/MH  QID171- 
435  33661  Virgins:  Fulham  Bd  (0171- 
370  2636)  Haymarturt  (01 71  -838  1527) 
Warner  Wad  End  (0171-437  4343) 


♦  LAST  MAN  STANDING  (18):  Bruoe 
Wills  plays  two  bootleg  gangs  aganst 
each  other  Fancy-taokmg  mows 
pastiche  horn  director  Wetter  HH. 
Ctapham  Picture  House  101 71 -498 
3323)  MGM  Baker  St  (0171-935  97721 
Odaonm  Kensington  (01426  014666) 
Swiss  Cottage  101426914096)  Plaza 
S  (0990  88aW0|  net  WhJtelcya  g) 
(0930  888990)  Vlrgtfis:  Chnlsaa  (0171- 
352  5096)  Trncadaro  (01 71  -434  0031) 
Warner  West  End  (0171  -437  4343) 

♦  MULTI PUCITY  (12):  Michael  Keaton 
clones  Nmsetl  to  3dve  his  hectic  lift- 
Crass  comic  treatment  of  a  k right  idea. 
With  Andie  MacDowel  Drector.  Harokl 
Rams, 

Odeonm  Kensington  (01426  914666) 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown's  asaasenwnt  of 
flbna  hi  London  and  (where 
Indicated  with  the  symbol  + ) 
on  release  across  the  country 


Leicester  Square  (01 426-915  683) 
Swlas  Cottega  (01426  914088)  U» 
WNtetaye  0(0990  888860)  Vkgta 
Chrises  (0171-352  5096) 

A  SUMMER'S  TALE  (UJ-  VacHionng 
student  ponders  female  charms. 
Exalert  reversion  Iron  veteran  French 
director  Eric  Rohmer,  wtth  MeM 
Poupaud  and  Amanda  LangieL 
Curzon  West  End  (0 1 7 1  -369  1 722) 

.  Renoir  (0171-83784021 

CURRENT 

TIC  INCREDIBLY  TRUE 
ADVENTURE  OF  TWO  GIRLS  IN 
LOVE  (151:  Gauche  but  sweet  tale  at 
teenage  lesbians,  written  and  directed 
by  Mm  MaggontL  With  Laurel 
Hofloman  and  Nicole  ParKer. 

ABC  Tottenham  CtRd  (0171-636 
61 48)  Ctephsm  Picture  Has  (01 71  -498 
3323)  IMro  (0171-437  0757) 

•  PHENOMENON  (PG).  John 
Travota  s  O  gets  a  booster  shot 
hcraasmglv  mawkish  comic  tantasv 
With  hyra  Sedgwtch. 


ABC  Shaftesbury  Av  (01 71-836  8278) 
Odaonm  Kensington  (01426  61 4665) 
Swiss  Cottage  (01426  914098)  liCt 
WNMsmH(0990  B88890)  Vhgtn 
Fulham  Rd  (OI  71 -370  2636) 

THE  ROCK  (18):  Beligerent  action 
movie  sd  on  Alcatraz,  Mth  Nicolas 
Cage.  Sean  Connery  and  Ed  Hams. 
Orleans:  Mezzanine  Q  (01426 
915683)  Vbgta Trocadsro  B  (0171-434 
0031)  Warner  B  (0171-437  4343) 

♦  STEALDIG  BEAUTY  (15)  Lghl  and 
enjoyable  Bertofiica  Him  about  an 
American  leenager's  sexual  dowering  in 
Tuscany  With  Lrv  Tyter.  Jeremy  Irons 
and  Sinead  Cusack 

Lisnicro  (0171-836  06811  Odeon 
Kenskigton  (01426  914666)  Screen  on 
Baker  Street  (0171  -835  2772]  Vhgtn 
Chsisaa  (0171-352  5Q96] 

♦  A  TIME  TO  KILL  (15)-  Whie  lawyer 
defends  biacL  man.  and  the  Ku  Khw 
Klanwatceup  PmrerfU  adaptation  d 
John  disham's  newel  With  Samuel 

L  Jackson.  Matthew  McConaughey 
and  Sandra  Butodi. 

ABC  Tottenham  CtHd  (0171-636 
6148)  dapham  Picture  Haa  (0171-498 
3323)  MGM  Baker  SI  (0171-9359772) 
Odaon  Swiss  Cottage  (0(4269140981 
Rto  (0171-254  6677)  Ritzy  (0171-737 
2121)5craan/Grean  (0171-226  3520) 
UCi  WMtatays  Q  [0990  680890) 
Vhghw:  Fuffiam  Rd  (0171-370  2636) 
Haymartcat  (0171-839 1527) 
TrocaderaQ  (0171 -434  0031)  Warner 
(0171-437  4343) 


OPERA  &  BALLET 


COUSEUM  0171 632  8300  (24tl) 
ENGLISH  NATIONAL  OPERA 
Ton  t  7 30  A  MIDSUMMER 
NIGHTS  DREAM 
Tnmat7  3DDONQU0CQTE 


ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE  0171  3W 

4000.  tor  be*  ottce  &  aars#9  rio 

Tcfccts  avalable  on  day 
The  Royal  Opera 
Tnmcr.  Tu>.  Wed  730  LA  BOHEHE 
5a  4  JO  DC  WALKURE 
M-n  5.00  ffird  NsWI  SIEGffilHi_ 


CIRCUSES 


BILLY  SMARTS 

OuafltyBtg  Top  Show 
Opens  October  12 

tot  a  short  seastn 

buckheath 

Tefc  0181  305  9SM 
An  sfflts  ndMduMy  booka*; 
ponmylondonvenue  _ 
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THEATRES 


ALBQRY  THEATRE  0171  3691730 
CC  0171 344  4444 
Eves  7  30  Mas  Wed  4  Sal  3JX) 
LIMITED  SEASON  T0 16  NCN 

UNCLE  VANYA 

by  Anton  Chekhov 

FRANCES  BARBER 
CONSTANCE  CUMMNGS 
TOV0REVE 
DEREK  JACOBI 
RICHARD  JOHNSON 
PEGGV  MOUNT 

JOB4  NOWd  NGTON 

M0GEN  STUBBS 
Directed  by  B0I  Brydra 
“Afasdnatkiglnte«l^nt 
productionTTTel 
“The  best  Chekhov  1  have 
seen  "S  Times _ 


ALDWYCH  01 71 416  6003.  cc  bkg 
tee  344  4444  GrpS  0171 416  6075 

"A  MAJOR  THEATWCAL 
EVENT-SW 

DIANA  RlGG  DAVD  SUCHET 

n  EDWARD  ALBEFS 
“UAblbRPIGCE^Ttns 
WHO'S  AFRIAD  OF 
VIRGINIA  WOOLF 
Di  by  Honed  0an» 

Opens  30  October 
I  UHTED  SEASON 


APOLLO  VICTORIA  CC  01 71 416 
a»cc24tvs0171  344  4444«171 
4a  0000  Grps  416  6075/413  3321 

Andrew  Lloyd  Webber's 

STARLIGHT  EXPRESS 

THE  FASTEST 
SHOW  ON  EARTH 
WMe  lm*ta  tuns  1545 
T,v  &  Sal  3pm  TidCBC  Iren  C1250 


APOLLO  494  5070344  4444/43) 
Q000  Grps  494  5454/5806783 
“^jOAVBONr 
Frederick  KrtflO's  OXBC  STs  Ttitier 

DIALMFORMUSDER 
“MASTERLY"  Die 
-MARVELLOUS"  W 
“A  CLASSIC"  0  Tel 
U,1nJri8.mBn*l3-Sj5R8'  — 

•ssssssar 

Groups  494  54W 

4166075/413  3321/«»  5588 

grease 


To  advertise 

in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel:  0171  680  6222 


ARTS  0173  8362133 

CHAUCER  FESTIVAL 
THEATRE  COMPANY 

GAY  SOPER,  BILLY  BOYLE 
PHILIP  GOULD, 
IBCHAB.  HARBOUR 

LOVE  LUST  &  MARRIAGE 

from  The  WEST  END  4B*DWAY 
MUSICAL 

CAMEERBURY  TALES 

by  MARTM  STAfttOE  & 
NEV1LLCOGHHX 
,  Music  HCHAR0HLL& 

'  J0HNHAWKKS 
UnLLlAM  MOTfUS'  Costunes 

'ABSOLUTELY  B4CHANTIMG' 
NY  D  News 

IbSAT.  OCT  5  £450 10 £12.50 
6pm.  Mai  THra  Oct  3. 3pm 


ToatKertbein 
B4TEPTAM404IS 
Tot 01 71 6808322 
a  lac  0171 481 9313 


CHAPEL  OF  LOVE-PICCADILLY 
CIRCUS 

0171 367  4433/  420 000QF 344  4444 
USE  NSb  d  HMf/ Tow  RbcdrIs 
LONDON'S  NEW  COMEDY 


JOEY  &  GINA'S  WEDDING 

You're  mere  San  a  member  of  Iw 
arSence-ya/ra  pert  of  the 
Price  Indtody  Micw,  Biw  nwak 

Tum-Frt7.re.8et7.4S.Snn5 


COhEDY  THEATRE  01 71  368 
1731  CC  0171  344  4444  (1*0  toe 
Etesflpfn.  ThureMalSpm, 

Sat  Met  5pm 

maggie  aura 

trfcni  beyond  bda”hd 

MARGARET  TYZACK 

"goeeWy  mowig"  D.Tel 

TALKING  HEADS 

Wttai&tfcectodby 

ALAN  BENNETT 

"wondertuly  touching  and  fcny 
Times 

FROM  2£  OCT  LMTH)  SEASON 


D0MBU0N  Tctettnee  0171 416 
6060/0171 420 0000  Grpa 

0171 4166075/4133321/4200000 


Saihg  RICHARD  CALKW 
andSHONALMDSAY 
"A  Moneter  HI”  D.  Mr 
Bes7J0.  Mats  Wed  &  Sat  3fvri 
TICKETS  AVUABLE 
FROM  24  OCT  MOVES  TO 

tambridgetheatbe 


CRfTSUON  360 1737/344  4444 

REDUCED  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  in 

THE  COMPLETE  WORKS 
OF  WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE  (abridged) 
"Mfaftous'*  Tines 
Mats  Rud  3,  Sal  a  5 
Sun  ai  4.  Eves  at  8pm 
THE  COMPLETE  MSTORY  OF 
AMERICA  (abridged) 
Tuesday  a  6pm 
AncoNorncfrED 


DOMNKM  416  6052/4200000 
(+  bkalea)  Grps  410  6075/312 1970 
LONDON^S  CHRISTMAS 
CRACKER! 

ANTHONY  NEWLEY 

SCROO® 

THE  MUSICAL 
6NovBB-1  FM>87 


DRURY  LANE  T1CATRE  ROYAL 
SScc  (Bkg  fee)  24hr  7  days  0171 494 
5000344  4444/420 0000  GtoS  494 
5454/413  3311012  6000 

MBS  SAIGON 

■'THE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OF  OUR  TIME" 

NOW  IN  TTS 

BTH  EXTRAORDMARY  YEAR! 

Eves  7.«  Mats  Wad  &  Sal  3pm 
Good  seats  aval  tor  Wad  MM 
ft  some  peris- apply  BJX 
FOR  TELEPHONE/POSTAL 
BOOKMGS  ft  PERSONAL 
CALLERS 

0171494  SOSQtBKG  REE) 


DUCICSS  ccOITI  494  5070  ec  344 
4444  (no  bkg  let^420  0000  (bkg  tea) 
0171-413  3321  Eves  8pm.  Wad  mat 
3pm.  Sal  5pm  &  530 
“A  SAUCY  CCMUEDT  E  Sd 
now  in  rrs  am  year 

DONT  DRESS 

FDR  DINNER 

“GlorioariY  Outragnou*"  T.Om 


To  advertise  in  this 
section  please  caH 
the  Entertainments 
Team  on 

0171 680  6222 

or  fax 

0171 481 9313 

'L _ 


FORTUNE  90  5  CC  0171 836 
2238/3126033 

BARRY  HCHAEL 

STANTON  HIGGS 

Susan  HSTs 

THE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 

Adapted  by  Stephen  Matoerit 
“The  moat  IhriBng  and  chflOng 
ptoytorjroms"  D.Mal 
NOW  IN  TTS  BTH  YEAR 

Mon-Sat  Bpm 
Mas  Tubs  3cm  Sal  4pm 


GAHVCKQ171 4945085/ 


Sorae  Experience* 

Forget 
WINNS!  OF 
19  MAJOR  AWARDS 
The  Royal  National 
Theatre  production 
JB  Prieetleye 

AN  INSPECTOR  GALEA 

THRLLING—llUST  BE  SEEN** 
ttMM 

TOneot  tin  most  intoricaflng, 
tiieelrlc^Ey  bnaginallve 
experience*  of  the  1990*”  Eve 

Stand 

“TWO  HOURS  OF 
ENTHRALLING,  VISUALLY 
STUNNING  DRAUA"DJel 
MomFfi7.45,Sri500&ai5. 
_ Wad  not  230  _ 


HAYUARKET  930  680Q544  4444 
/420  0000  Eves  B.HW  Mai  3Sst  5A15 

“The  original  TV  stn  re-orAe 
tar  a  great  nltfa  ouT  D  Exp 
TONY  JACK 

RANDALL  KUXHIAN 

THE  ODD  COUPLE 

"ACLASSC  -NBL SIMONS  BEST 
AND  FUM8EST  PLAY”  GrJ 
IfiJSTBD  SATURDAY 
Rai)TuB9day  lorlO  Werits  Orlyf 

JASON  DONOVAN 

ROSEMARY  LEACH 

lnBA.yNWIUJAUSr  OasasThfer 

NIGHT  MUST  FALL 


HBl  liAJESTrS24h«4  54DQ 
p*g  tee)  CC  344  4444/420  0000  (tee) 
Ops  «4  5454/4133311/436  5583 
ANDREW  LLOYD  WS8SYS 
AWARD  WUflntG  MUSICAL 

THE  PHANTOM  OF 

THE  OPERA 
Drected  by  HAROLD  PWNCE 

NOW  BKG  TO  MAY  97 
&®G7.45MasW0dSSa3m 
Apply  to  &»  OBw  daly  In  rams 
N3  WED  9  OCT,  THE  PHANTOifS 
lO#i  bktiday.  tas  s  no  matinee  S 
GateBUBraigpg1ormani»Bri7tffl 


LONDON  PALLADIUM  5QICC 
0171 494  5020944  4444  (El  M  GBV 
chfl)  420  0000  Grps  01 71 4133321 
LAST  2  WEEKS  TO  SEE 
RUSS  ABBOTT 
FROM  21  OCT  TONY  AWARD- 
W1NMNG  ROBERT  LJM3SAYG  F/U» 
"A  MAJOR  THEAUflCAL  EVENT  D 
Mai 

OLIVER! 

2ND  SPBnACULAR  YEAR 
UOHa.  BARTS  MASTERPIECE 
YOU  CAN'T  ASK  FOR  MORE’ 

STImes 

Eves  7.30  MdsWed&  Sat  £30 
SOME  GOOD  SEATS  AVAIL 
NOWFORWBgqiAYPERFS 


LYCEUM  0C0171 656 1806 
0900500800/ 344  4444/420  0200 


Grps  416  6075 

TIM  RICES 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBSTS 

JESUS  CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

0PB5 19  NCMM3ER 
(ho  k*g  tee  tor  posonal  cafcrs  a  the 
temporay  Bo*  Offices  at  the  ApMo 
VtOcrta  S  Cfcn*»cri  Thames  Ring 
BS6 1806  lor  ocerinQimes.1 


LYTtiC  017 1494  5045 
CC420  0100344  4444  (Mg  tee) 
“TVS  MOST 
UNPRETENTIOUSLY 
ENJOYABLE  SHOWN 
LONDON"  Tins 

BY JEEVES 

THE  ALAN  AYCKBOURN  ft 
ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER 

musical 

“—HAD  THE  AUDIENCE 
BUCKLING  UP  WTTH 
LAUGHTBTInd 
Ems  7.45.  Mate  Weds  S  Sat  3pm 
Conceasons  antaOta  Weds  MBs  on 
Biadsy.  SatMeM  htbetarepert 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  BO  01 71 
sea  225£  Grps 0171 6200741;  Mr 
cc  big  tee  0171 4200000. 
OLM5T  Tomer  7. 15  (PREVBN) 
THEALCHaSSTBenJonscn 
LrmELTONTcnT700(PflRT0N^. 
Tomer  730  PAHTTWCfl  THE 
SEVOJ  STREAMS  OFTHE 
RWffl  OTA  Rctof  Lepage 
mattiiii 

COfnESLDE  TonX  Toma  730 
BUNDS)  BYTTffi SUN  Stephen 

PoSatefl.  _ 


To  advertise 

nr 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel:  0171  6806222 
or  lax:  0171  4819313 


NEW  LONDON  Dnjy  Lane  WC2  B0 
0171 405  0072  CCOITI  4044079 
24t¥  01 71  344  4444/4200000 
Grps  01 71 4133311/436  5588 
THE  AM3EW  LLOYD  WES80V 
T5.  QJ0T  NTEHNM10NN. 
AMVOWNNG  MUSCAT. 

CATS 

Eves  7.45  Mats  TusA  SN  300 
LATECOMERS  NOT  AOMme) 
WfHB£ALDnORILNISM 
MOTION,  PLEASE  BE  PROMPT 
Bam  open  at  545 

LNIITB)  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
DAILY  FROM  BOX  OFFICE. 


OLD  VIC  B2B  7816/312  6034 
THE  PETER  HALL  COMPANY 
DmidRHort  Nicky  Henson 
Diane  FMcher  Debatato&arrt 
Googte  WKh«re  John  McCaflum 
OSCAR  WILDE'S  MASTERPECE 

AN  IDEAL  HUSBAND 

“GREAT  &  GLOraOUS"  S.  Dim 

MorhSa73qMteaWBd8Saaoo 


PALACE  THEATRE  0171-434  0909 
cc24tn(Ug  fee)  01 71-344 
4444  Grps  0171 4133311 
TO  WORLD'S  MOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LBS  MISERABLE 
nowin  ns  11TH 
RE00RD-6REAKMG  YEAR 
Eves  730  Mris  Thus  Sa  230 
Lataeamara  not  adrrited 
[rttthertervBi 

UMTTED  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
DAILY  mOMBCX  OFFICE 


PHOEMXBQCCD171  3681733 
.'344444^420  0000  (lee) 

BEST  MUSICAL 

Ow/Dtama  Awards 
Plme  S  FtayeoAvor  Nowdo  Aarirds 
WOLY  RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD  BROTHERS 

^Brtngs  the  euMmee  to  Be  Met, 
and  roaring  lb  approver  D  Mafl 

10THTR1UWHANTYEAR 
Ews  7.45  Mas  Thus  3  Sat  4 


PtCCADOlY  01 71 369 1734/344 
4444B1 71 420  0000  (20ns) 

“ItegfcaL  tetiastlc, 
wooderfuLJha  stuff  si  dreanar 

Old 

ADVENTUnSIN  MOTION 
PICTURES  PRESENTS 

SWAN  LAKE 

“Ow  beet  night  out  In  Undon” 

Standard 

“Weahily  eomle,  fiercely 
moving"  STms 
Evas  730.  McteWed  &Ssl  230 
LiMTH>SEASdMUNm2MOV 


PLAYHOUSE  0171  6394401  cc 
0171 420  0000  (ttgtee) 

JANET  OWEN 

McTEER  HALE 

'achlrgiy  acarate-  ImpeccaCte'  S  T 

A  DOLL'S  HOUSE 

bYHenttBmen 
a  voston  by  Fhmk  Mcttednneas 
tirectedby  Anthony  Page 
Rnm  22  Oci  -  Untied  Season 


.  To  advertise  in 
ENTERTAWMENT5 
Tet  0171 6808222 
or  lac  0171 481 9313 


PW«CE  OF  WALES  0171 839 
5887/4200000 
Qps  0800414903 
BROADWAYS  SUPERCHARGED 
SENSATION 

ORECT  FROM  BROADWAY 

SH0KEY  JOE’S  CAFE 
THE  90NGS  OF  LJEBER  &  STOLLffl 
□keeled  by  JaryZata 
and  eienlng 
STAM3  BY  Iff 
ON  BROADWAY 
PEARL'S  A  SINGER 
LOVE  POTION  #9 
RUBY  BABY 
CHARUE  BROWN 
rMAWOMAN 

Ptevs  150a.  Opens  230a 


PRINCE  EDWARD  01 71  4475400 
First  CM  420  0100  CC 344  4444 
Guays  420  0200 

"A  MUSICAL 

MASTERPIECE”  inHer.m 

MARTIN GUERRE 
ANewUusicaiby 
BOUHJL4  SCHONBERG 

“CESTMAQOFIQUEan 

OSTATIC  AUDOICE  ROARED 
ITS  APPREdATTON"  D.  MM 
Mon-Sal  7.45  Mate  Tiu  5  Sat  3J0 


QUSl-S  494  5040/344  4444 
.  Qpa  494  545W3B  5588 

GENE  WILDER 

to  NBL  SIMON'S 
Ntarious  new  canady. 

LAUGHTER 
ON  THE  23rd  FLOOR 

OPEIB  TONIGHT 

7PM _ 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL 

VICTORIA  WOOD 

In  A  Braid  New  Show 
From  Tuesday  24  September 
Fifl  CM  01 71 420 1000  6  Apeni 


ROYAL  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

LONDON  (0171 638  8881) 
BARBICAN  A  MIOSUMUB1 
NJGH7-S  DREAM  Today 200  & 
7.15 

7J€  PIT:  FAUST  1  Tort  7. 15 
STRATFORD  (01 789  295623) 
RST:  AS  YOU  LKE  ITToday  1  DO 
TWNLUS  AND  CRESSKM  Tml 
700 

SWAN.  TO  WHTTE  DEVti.  Today 
1^0  THE  QBIERAL  FROM 
AJUBUCA  Toni  7.30 
TOP.  THE  LEARNED  LAOS  Tool 
_ 730 


SAVOY TOATRE  0171 836  8886 
ccOl7U2DM]0  tmttgleej 
/0i71344  4444(rabkgtee) 

Tue  -  Sal  730  Mate  Wtid  &  Set  3X 
DAWNFRS4CH 
AUSON  STEADMAN 
AMCTTE  BADLAND 
JLOTH  BARKER 
PAUL  COPLEY 
SHRLEYAMff  FIQJD 
DENIS  ULL 
ROGER  LLOYD  PACK 
and 

LEO  McKERN 

WHEN  WE  ARE  MARRIED 

byAB.  PitaaBay 
EkwJBdbyjudeKeffy 
FOR  8  WSKS  ONLY 
"Actoriota.  doMnp  rawaT  STmas 


SHAFTES8URY  0171 379  53B9 
0171 413  3568  (24hrtioblcg  lee) 
Groups  01 H  4133321 

TOMMY 

PAUL  KEATING  KMWLDE 
as  Tommy  BUraWatimr 
"BREATHTAKMG’1  S.  Tines 

“SPECTACULAR"  FT 
“BRILLIANT”  Observer 
Mon-Thu  Bpm,  ftl  530pm  (M  Beats 
£15] &B2)pm;  Sff3pm&&30pm 
LflBTH)  DAH.Y  AVA1LAMJTY 


ST  HAinvrS 0171 836 1443  ftn 
tkg  te^  0171 344  4444  pig  tee)  0171 
420 0000 (taka  fee)  Gmn»017l  312 
1994  {no  Be  tee} 
Ev»B.Tues245.SN5&8 
44ii  Year  ot  Agatha  Oralta's 
THEMOUSETTW* 


VAUDEVB1E  0171 835  9967 
DIANA  QUICK  JEANBOHT 
‘HVAIC  SAMUELS' 
TREMENDOUS  PLAY"  D.Td 

KMOTRANSPGBT 

’AN  EVBMNG  YOU  MAY  NEVBR 
v  FORGET  N-YPoa 
Eves  Bom  Mate  Wed  &Sa  3cm 


STRAND  THEATRE  Ba>Ofl  fieri 
(ho  tee)  0171 9306800 
CC  (Ukg  180)0171 344  4444M20  0000 
Groups  0171  4133321/0171  4365588 

•BUDDY* 

The  Buddy  HaBy  Story 
“BRnJUANT"  Sun 

•BUDDY* 

“WONDERFUL  STUFF"  Sui  Tel 

•BUDDY* 

Mon-TfusaOW  530  4830 
Sda500&aX 

ALL  SEATS  112  PRICE  FH1 5J0  PSF 
7Bi  HEAVENLY  YEAR 


VICTORIA  PALACE  B0  &  CC  too 
tee)  0171 834 1317  cc  (bhg  fetj  Oin 
344  4444/312 1S88M2D  0000 
Groups  01 71 3121997 
flirt  930  6123  mo  fee) 

WINNER 

1 996  OLIVER  AWARDS 

BEST  MUSICAL 
'J0LS0N* 

WITH  BRAN  CONLEY 

“A  RESOUNDING  HIT 

Sunday  Tdegeph 
Evgs.  Tues  to  Sat  720  Mats  WSd  & 
S3  300  Em  speed  ft  price  mai 
nusNlOOatarmg 
Alan  Stewart 

FULLY  AB-CONOmONH) 
NOW  BOOKING  TO  APRH- ‘97 


WffTHUU  389  1735  CC  344  444> 
Eves  B  WSd  3SEtS30Bj» 
TTSABSEHTFIIAUD 
BELLY  LAUGH! 

CASH  ON  DELIVERY 

By  IBCHAB.  COONEY 
Dir  by  RAY  COONEY 
"THIS SUPB*  FARCE  SAW 
I6TANT  CLASSIC"  D.Tal 


WYNDHAUS36B 1736/344  4444 

“ART" 

ALBStTFWHEY 
TOMCOURTBUY 
KEN  STOTT 

AnwptaybyTasfrifBRera 
Trans.  IvChfetaphar  Hanpian 
PrewBWEtamTanqr 
ftaM£tt150ci 
Eves  6.  Mas  Wad  3  ft  Sat  5 

Sreidayasp^ 


To  advertise 
in 

EMTERTAINMENTJ 

Tel:  01 71 680  6222 

or  fax:  0171  4ai  mia 


ige 

his 

he 

IBS 

nd 

cal 

its' 

in- 

in. 

lor 

■ed 

;re 

ng 

rts 


j 


J' 


f 


J 


1* 


38  BOOKS 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  OCTOBER  3  J996 


for 


c 

c 

t 

a 

r 

r 

\ 

F 

b 

E 

a 
I  s 
e 
P  c 
i  v 
t  c 
s 

o 

tl 

n 

o 

ii 

1c 

h 

w 

a 

is 

a 


enct 

n 

fo 

aca 

fatif 

at 

as  i 

th 

COUI 

Ft 

one 

_ 

O 

P<™ 

T 

bets 

ah 

the 

e 

collt 

n 

atris 

ih< 

ners 

a  i 

my  < 

na 

Asst 

vi* 

Ran 

Hi 

thei 

Pr 

D 

rn 

peer 

Mi 

ha  vi 

an 

than 

an 

mor 

_ 

inqu 

resp 

Chic 
as  a 

E 

O 

stun 

Lor 

n 

efec 

tativ 

;  Em 

exha 

i  on  I 

disp 

* 

have 

« 

Fort 

*  R< 

seen 

i 

I  h£ 

1  Prii 

deta 

t  The 

relev 

t  an 

Rani 

j  Do» 

M 

Ada 

man 

(  _ _ 

tioe. 

l 

\ 

\ 

i  The 

n 

‘  Step! 

c  Run 

Roy  Porter  admires  the  breadth  of  vision  found  in  a  masterful  account  of  a  continent  divided  and  united  by  history 


From  Lublin 
to  Dublin 


Europhobes  and  Euro- 
philes  alike  could  seek 
comfort  from  this  tour  de 
forte  survey  of  the  rise  of 
Europe  from  Stone  Age  to  New 
Age.  Sceptics  might  seize  upon 
Professor  Davies’S  masterly  dem¬ 
ons  i  ration  of  the  infinite  diversity 
and  discord  of  Europe's  past 
Where  Europe  starts  and  stops  has 
never  been  clear.  The  Mediterra¬ 
nean  united  yet  divided  three 
continents:  “Greek"  civilisation  de¬ 
veloped  around  the  coast  of  Turkey: 
Constantinople,  so  long  the  hub  of 
the  Roman  or  Byzantine  Empire, 
fell  ro  die  Ottomans  and  became 
Istanbul;  and  the  Russian  question 
(part  of  Europe  or  not?)  is  as  far 
from  resolution  as  ever. 

As  Davies's  superb  gallery  of 
easy-to-read  sketch-maps  shows, 
the  map  of  Europe  has  incessantly 
been  redrawn.  Power  has  perpetu¬ 
ally  ebbed  and  flowed  from  north  to 
south  and  east  to  west.  In  this  day 
and  age,  it  is  hard  to  imagine  that 
Spain  was  once  the  scourge  of 
Europe  —  only  to  be  succeeded  in 
the  eariy  17th  century,  however 
briefly,  by  Sweden!  Europe.  Davies 
insists,  has  been  and  remains 
deeply  divided  by  dimate  and 
creeds,  Diets  and  diet 
Of  course,  from  Alexander  the 
Great  to  Chancellor  Kohl,  rulers 
have  staked  their  daims  to  some 
grander  unity  or  at  least  mastery: 
there  was  the  Roman  Empire  and 
the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  Napoleon 
and  Hitler  and  their  imperial 
dreams,  while  the  Pope  professed 
plenitude  of  spiritual  power.  But  all 
proved  rhetoric,  not  reality,  and 
attempts  to  impose  union  only 
worsened  divisions  —  witness  the 
never-healed  schism  between  the 
Vatican  and  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Church.  In  short,  though  the  idea  of 
unity  has  oft  been  floated,  the  truth 
has  been  Europe  divided. 

Yet  all  that  may  miss  the  point 
For  the  overwhelming  moral  of  the 
eddying  events  traced  in  this  book 
is  that,  at  bottom,  all  of  Europe  has 
been  in  the  same  boat  —  or  rather 


in  one  huge  peninsula  stuck  like  a 
great  nose  at  die  west  end  of  Asia, 
subject  for  centuries  to  swarm  after 
swarm  of  invasions  from  the 
Steppes,  most  recently  from  the 
Soviet  Union.  While  Europe  has 
never  been  united,  the  fates  of  all  its 
nations  have  been  unextricably 
interwoven,  and  the  cost  of  conflict 
has  been  the  interminable  series  of 
wars  (lately  in  the  former  Yugosla¬ 
via)  upon  whose  futile  horrors 
Davies  sombrely  dwells.  “Europe" 
may  be  a  phantom,  but  the  peoples 
of  the  peninsula  have  a  common 
experience  to  share. 

That  is  why  Davis  is  right  to  be 
dismissive  about  the  self-satisfied 
myopia  pervading  our  sense  of 
hirtory.  At  school  we  mainly  leam 
the  history  of  England  (sometimes 
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masquerading  as  “Britain")  with 
snippets  of  Western  Europe  thrown 
in  when  necessary;  or  we  trace  the 
"rise  of  the  West",  which  turns  out 
to  be  a  barely  veiled  version  of 
Anglocentrism.  How  many  of  us 
ever  And  out  about  the  goings-on  in 
Mitteleuropa  or  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean.  about  Lithuania  or  (Davies's 
great  specialty)  about  Pbland?  Yet 
they  have  shaped  our  fates. 

As  one  would  expect  from  a 
protfcgfc  of  the  great  gadfly, 
A  i.  P.  Taylor,  Davies  has  no  truck 
with  grandiose  theorisings  and 
espies  no  great  transcendental  pat¬ 
terns  or  purposes:  but  if  he  is 
sceptical  about  visionary  notions  of 
some  European  Manifest  Destiny, 
he  is  even  more  scathing  towards 
blinkered  Little  England  fantasies. 
The  one  lesson  Davies’s  historical 
anatomy  of  Europe  indubitably 
teaches  is  the  ludicrousness  of 
insularity;  no  island  is  an  island. 


These  days  enterprises  like  this — 
over  1.000  pages  long  —  are 
generally  ground  out  by  committee. 
This  one  is  all  the  better  from  being 
the  work  of  one  pen.  one  sensibility. 
Professor  Davies's  forte  lies  not  in 
dramatic  narrative  or  lofty  general¬ 
isation  but  in  his  eye  for  nitty-gritty 
facts  and  the  ironies  of  events.  To 
ensure  that  vital  details  do  not  get 
lost  in  the  fates  of  nations  he 
ingeniously  embeds  into  his  mas¬ 
ter-text  some  200  data  “capsules": 
ranging  from  Auschwitz  to  Zeus, 
and  including  forays  into  such 
things  as  political  colour-coding 
(why  are  Communists  Red?)  and 
how  the  roots  of  Ulster’S  Orange 
Order  lie  in  the  South  of  France. 

They  provide  lay-bys  off  the 
highroad  of  history,  convenient 
pausing  places  for  the  panting 
reader.  They  also  allow  Davies  to 
pepper  his  work  with  his  character 
isricalfy  pungent  opinions.  Survey¬ 
ing  the  history  of  printing,  he 
records  that  in  the  good  old  days 
the  Oxford  University  Press  could 
bring  out  a  book  in  a  matter  of 
weeks  —  the  point  being  that  his 
own  magnum  opus  has  been  three 
years  in  production. 

Broadcasting  in  W3S  on  his 
return  from  Munich.  Nev¬ 
ille  Chamberlain  bewailed 
the  prospect  of  war  “in  a 
far-away  country  between  people  of 
whom  we  know  nothing".  Professor 
Davies  is  clearly  of  the  opinion  that, 
had  we  not  bran  so  smugly  igno¬ 
rant,  war  mighr  have  been  less 
likely.  If.  unlike  Chamberlain,  you 
think  it  important  to  leam  about 
the  Czechs  and  their  history  —  and 
about  the  Russians  and  Ruthe- 
nians.  about  Belgium  and  Belarus, 
about  Europe  from  Dublin  to 
Lublin,  and  our  place  in  that 
continent’s  history,  this  book  is  a 
must  —  and  a  sumptuous  mental 
feast. 

Professor  Norman  Davies  will 
be  interviewed  by  Valerie  Grove  in . 
The  Times  on  Monday. 


19th-cen tt&y vision  of  aneaxiy  attempt  at  unity:  Alexander  the  Great  weds  Roxana,  a  Persian  princess,  in  327  BC 
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lo  the  proposition  that 
Leo  Abse  is  crazy,  I  offer 
my  assent  So  was 
Nietzsche.  So  was  Dali. 

To  the  proposition  that  old 
age  is  robbing  the  SO-year-old 
former  Welsh  Labour  MP  of 
his  marbles.  I  return  an  em¬ 
phatic  No.  Mr  Abse’s  marbles 
have  always  been  arranged 
unconventionally.  He  pro¬ 
ceeds  by  the  inspired  rant  As 
a  lonely  crusader  for  social 
causes,  almost  all  of  which  are 
now  accepted  as  right  Abse 
ranted  in  his  Commons  days; 
he  was  ranting  later  when  he 
wrote  Margaret ,  Daughter  of 
Beatrice,  a  psycho-political  ti¬ 
rade  against  the  mother-eras¬ 
ing  Thatcher.  People  scoffed  — 
then  quietly  acknowledged  his 
insight  He  was  ranting  when 
he  wrote  his  tirade  against  the 
whole  German  nation.  Wotan 


The 


My  Enemy.  The  day  approach¬ 
es  when  the  work  will  be  seen 
as  visionary. 

And  Mr  Abse  is  ranting  now 
in  The  Man  Behind  the  Smile. 
Its  shocking  assertion  is  that 
the  leader  of  the  Labour  Party 
is  androgynous  —  though 
mercifully  the  author  stops 
short  of  suggesting  that  any¬ 
thing  is  amiss  with  Mr  Blair's 
sexual  apparatus.  Age  does 
not  weary  the  exoticism  of 
Abse’s  tirades. 

Often  heavy-going  and  in 
places  —  frankly  —  opaque, 
this  book  assumes  the  mantle 
of  psychoanalysis.  Examining 
Tony  Blair’s. eccentric  family 
history.  Abse  uncovers  (he 
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believes)  a  parenting  which 
left  the  boy  who.  at  choir 
school  used  to  pray  with  his 
headmaster,  emotionally  in¬ 
complete:  a  young  man  with 
an  unsecured  personality, 
cleaving  now  to  rock  music, 
now  to  Christianity  as  he 
grasped  at  templates  for  his 
own  identity  which .  his  up¬ 
bringing  never  supplied. 

He  diagnoses  in  Blair's  per¬ 
sonality  an  hysterical  rejection 
of  challenge:  scrambling  for 
authority  as  a  substitute  for 
reason.  His  worshipping  of 
authoritarian  leadership  is 
linked,  Abse  thinks,  to  emo¬ 
tional  insecurity:  and  this  is 
what  underlies  the  "consensus 
by  diktat"  he  imposes.  Abse 
finds  Blair  utterly  different 
from  Margaret  Thatcher,  she 
relished  a  scrap;  he  reinvents 
reality,  writing  conflict  out  of 
the  script. 

In  the  tense  male  relation¬ 
ships  among  the  close-knit 
“new"  Labour  gang  encircling 
the  leadership.  Abse  detects  an 
unconscious  homosexual  ri¬ 
valry  he  says  can  exist  even 
between  heterosexuals. 

At  this  study’s  core  are  two 
linked  assertions.  Abse  be¬ 
lieves  Blair's  personality  is  — 
because  not  properly  keyed 
inro  the  male  and"  female 
paradigms  which  parenting 
should  provide  —  incomplete, 
androgynous,  cold,  coy,  corro¬ 
sively  cute,  and  adrift:  the 
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Blair  under  scrutiny  at  Loughborough  University.  January 


David  Bowie  of  Centre  poli¬ 
tics.  This  inward  androgyny 
has  invaded  his  approach  to 
policymaking.  Ruthlessly  — 
desperately  —  intent  on  defin¬ 
ing  his  own  personality 
through  Office,  he  is  oddly 


flabby  when  asked  what  he 
would  do  with  Office.  That 
would  be  like  asking  the  jelly 
what  it  planned  to  mould. 

Bur  what  would  he  do ?  Blair 
retreats  into  an  obsessive  ap¬ 
peal  to  "renewal",  “rebirth" 


and  "youth" — concepts  in  the 
deepest  sense  jejeune  —  as 
though  they  answer  the  ques¬ 
tion.  “New  Labour.  New  Brit¬ 
ain.  The  party  renewed.  The 
country  reborn.  New  Labour. 
New  Britain." 

This  drives  Abse.  an  old 
man  of  the  Left  to  a  fine 
raillery.  Sample  his  dense, 
weird,  wild,  intuitively  persua¬ 
sive  style:  “As  Blair  and  his 
impertinent  young  political 
pups  wage  war  on  Old  Labour 
...  as  they  seek  to  kill  off  their 
fa  there,  these  political  adoles¬ 
cents  boost  themselves  with  a 
dangerous  amnesic  and.  thus 
drugged,  the  courageous 
youngsters,  manned  with  piss- 
proud  erections,  dare  to  oblit¬ 
erate  the  reality  that  the  most 
radical  and  'regenerative  Lab¬ 
our  government’,  that  brought 
us  the  welfare  state,  was  led  by 
old  men  . . 

In  this,  as  in  all  Abse’s  work, 

I  find  the  coupling  of  theoreti¬ 
cal  pretension  with  palpable- 
spite  an  unhappy  tangle.  The 
whole  endeavour  is  easy  to 
dismiss.  In  the  end,  Abse  can 
only  be  guessing.  These  guess¬ 
es,  however,  seem  to  me  to  be 
touched  by  genius.  Perhaps  l 
am  prejudiced.  My  own  view 
is  that  Tony  Blair  is  an  alien 
from  the  Planet  Vanilla. 

Read  the  chapter  on  Biair  in 
Andy  McSmith's  Faces  of 
Labour.  The  scrupulous 
McSmilh.  whose  notably  cool 


biography  of  John  Smith  was 
unaccountably  received  as  a 
homage,  tries  to  be  fair  to  Mr 
Blair  and  would  be  horrified 
lo  hear  his  book  coupled  with 
Abse’s.  But  his  attempt  to 
describe  where  the  Labour 
leader  is  coming  from,  where 
he  is  going  to  —  indeed,  where 
he  might  be  at  the  moment, 
leaves  the  reader  with  a  weird 
sense  of  vacuum.  The  chapter 
is  one  of  seven  readable  and 
revealing  studies  of  key  or 
typical  Labour  figures,  one  of 
whom,  Peter  Mandelson.  has 
described  McSmith  as  “one  of 
the  most  biassed,  ill-informed, 
malicious  and  unpleasant 
journalists  in  Westminster”. 
Coming  from  Mr  Mandelson, 
such  a  citation  would  make  a 
tolerably  good  library  out  of  a 
library  with  only  McSmith’s 
book  in  iL 

If  you  still  think  Abse 
absurd,  read  New  Britain: 
My  Vision  of  a  Young 
Country,  a  collection  of  the 
Labour  leader's  speeches.  It 
includes  photographs  of  Mr 
Blair  giving  the  blind  David 
Blunkett  an  arm,  Blair  eating 
fish  and  chips  in  Sedgefield 
and  John  Prescott  with  his 
head  in  his  hands.  The  speech¬ 
es  are  unmitigated  pap. 

The  note  on  the  back  cover 
begins.  “Tony  Blair  has  noth¬ 
ing  to  hide".  After  a  day 
struggling  with  Abse’s  Freud- 
ianism,  I  cannot  escape  the 
swondary  meaning  of  that 
sentence.  Nothing  may  be 
precisely  what  it  is  that  Tony 
Blair  has  to  hide. 


No  saint,  but  kept  his  appointment 


Many  writers  seem  to  lead 
depressed  and  psychosomat¬ 
ic  lives  and  Beckett  is  there 
in  the  top  league  with  Conrad  and 
Tennyson.  Anthony  Cronin,  in  his 
beautifully  personal  slant  on  Beckett’S 
life,  undercuts  the  myth  of  nobility  and 
saintliness  that  sometimes  surrounds 
Beckett  these  days,  allowing  him  to  be 
the  awkward  son-of-a-biich  that  he 
seems  to  have  been  in  his  early 
manhood.  Both  biographers  depict 
him  wans  and  all.  Cronin  is  a  sort  of 
ambassador  of  Becken’s  humanness 
and  humanity,  not  always  the  same 
thing,  and  of  his  greatness  as  a  mature 
writer.  Knowlson  follows  suit,  except 
he  is  more  receptive  to  the  early  work 
that  Cronin  finds  too  knowing  and 
reflexive  —  too.  in  a  sense,  brilliant. 

As  a  child.  Beckett  liked  to  throw 
himself  off  the  top  of  a  tall  tree  in  the 
garden  at  Cooldrinagh.  letting  the 
lower  branches  break  his  fall,  and  this 
suits  as  a  metaphor  for  the  man  in 
general,  an  action  that  could  never 
entirely  please  a  mother.  He  loved  to 
walk  with  his  father  about  the  hills  of 
south  Dublin  but  engaged  with  his 
mother  more  in  the  narrow  valleys  and 
defiles  of  their  dashing  temperaments. 
Cronin  touches  on  his  likely  gayness  as 
opposed  to  very  intermittent  gaiety, 
and  both  books  itemise  epic  drinking 
which  reads  very  like  alcoholism  but 
may  nor  have "  been.  What  comes 


Sebastian  Barry 
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thundering  silently  out  of  both  books  is 
an  ordinary  man  on  an  epic  scale,  both 
very  much  the  middle-class  Protestant 
of  his  day  and  the  rather  separate, 
strange,  blue-eyed  revenant  fall  of 
dreams  and  memories.  He  was  self- 
haunted.  His  story  is  an  engrossing 
one,  with  hints  of  heroism  during  the 
Second  World  War  in  France,  and  a 
victory  over  some  of  the  more  poison¬ 
ous  aspects  of  himself.  The  very 
architecture  of  his  small  house  at  Ussy 
bespeaks  plainness,  restraint  and  If 
not  repose  (he  was  rarely  in  repose)  a 
real  humility.  In  him  presided  the 
Quaker  strain  of  his  ancestry,  seen  also 
in  his  late  prose  style. 

Beckett  required  privacy  and  yet  was 
very  willing  to  meet  thnsjf  who  contact¬ 
ed  him  in  Paris,  filtered  through  a 
reliable  friend  like  Con  Leventhal.  He 
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Beckett:  both  ordinary  and  epic 

used  people  dose  to  him  fairly  baldly  in 
his  early  fiction,  hurl  them,  but 
regretted  it  all  his  life.  He  seems  to 
have  been  pretty  complicated  and  even 
jagged  in  his  sexual  make-up,  not 
liking  to  mix  sex  and  love,  hut  was 
faithful  and  true  to  ninny  friends  and 
was  sorely  oppressed  by  their  deaths. 
He  felt  he  had  let  his  parents  c^twn  but 
responded  deeply  to  the  emergencies  of 
his  mother's  last  days  and  indeed 


nursed  his  brother,  most  movingly, 
when  he  was  dying  uf  cancer.  He  never 
had  much  money  until  his  parents  died 
but  when  he  did  have  it  he  gave  it  freely 
to  others.  He  found  it  a  terrible  trial  to 
write  but  did  so  until  the  verv  end. 
almost  till  the  day  he  died. 

He  was  married  but  to  some  degree 
lived  the  life  of  an  Irish  bachelor  in 
classic  Dublin  fashion.  He  was  im¬ 
mensely  well-read  but  insisted  eventu¬ 
ally  on  his  essential  ignorance,  man's 
ignorance,  a  factor  that  Cronin  rightly 
identifies  as  the  great  seed  of  his 
mature  output.  He  shuffled  off  the  coil 
of  Joyce's  influence,  kept  Dante  bv  Itis 
bed  to  the  last,  the  kinder  influence.  He 
loved  his  father,  who  was  reasonably 
ointenr  with  the  world,  and  equally  his 
mother,  who  was  nut. 

He  was  racketing  with  contradic¬ 
tions.  no  saint  but  a  secular  man 
engugra  in  Ihu  remaking  of  lilcraiure's 
rules,  the  second  time  in  the  century 
that  an  Irish  writer  had  achieved  this. 
He  believed  in  nothing,  embraced 
diminished  man  wherever  found,  did 
no  fashionable  things,  and  was  and  is  a 
severe  light.  Both  Anthony  Cronin  and 
James  Knowlson  have  written  extraor¬ 
dinary  accounts  of  this  life,  heroic  and 
trivial,  victorious  and  defeated  They 
arc  both  very  lung  books,  which  is 
somehow  appropriate  as  a  final  contra- 
diction  for  a  man  who*  fast  brief 
works  tended  passionately  to  silence 
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CLIVE  JAMES'S  great  gift, 
while  more  crudely  described 
as  that  of  the  gab.  is  really  to 
be  able  to  make,  balancing  on 
a  tightrope  of  irony  and  glee,  a 
delicious  word-souffle  that 
tastes  somehow  both  of  snide¬ 
ness  and  of  sympathy. 

These  skills  are  evident,  in 
appropriately  "Bollywoodian" 
opulence,  in  this  madcap  fable 
about  the  Bombay  film  world.  . 
His  words  whirling  like  der-  tv 
vishes,  James  tells  us  the  tale 
of  Sanjay,  a  clever,  good- 
looking  slum  urchin  who, 
having  stumbled  by  a  mixture 
of  curiosity  and  accident  upon 
a  film  set  swarming  with  awe¬ 
inspiring  film-wallahs. 

Tunku 

Varadarajan 
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catches  early  in  his  life  an 
obsessive  fever  for  his  city's 
cinematic  world.  (Like all  pow¬ 
erful  fevers,  it  grips  hard:  the 
reader  is  transported  along  as 
if  captured  in  Sanjay's  hack- 
pocket.  snuggled  next  to  the 
gold  earring  which  the  boy 
finds  on  the  severed  ear  of  a 
dead  Pars!  woman,  dropped  at 
his  feet  by  a  satiated  vulture.) 

The  Silver  Castle  is  often 
hardly  credible,  but  that  is  not 
the  point  James  has  here 
captured  a  cinematic  genre 
and  placed  it  with  aplomb 
between  the  hard  covers  of  a 
book.  If  you  are  a  Hindi  film 
virgin  (and  most  people  in  this 
country,  to  their  great  loss, 
are),  1  give  you  this  advice: 
where  possible,  go  to  your 
nearest  Indian  video-rental 
shop  (or,  still  better,  go  to  one 
of  the  few  remaining  cinema 
halls  in  Britain  where  Hindi 
films  are  still  screened)  and 
submerge  yourself  in  a  film  or 
two.  (I  especially  recommend 
Don ,  starring  the  great 
Amitabh  Bachchan  in  a  “dou¬ 
ble  role",  and  the  irrepressible 
Amar  Akbar  Anthony,  known 
as  “Triple  A"  to  true  buffs.) 

Savour  the  cloying  music. 
Savour  the  ludicrous  sets. 
Savour,  even,  the  glamour 
which  casts  so  firm  a  spell 
over  the  Indian  sub-continent 
big  hips  and  bigger  breasts, 
yummy-wet  saris,  slick  men 
who  are  as  adept  at  dancing  as 
they  are  at  beating-up  to  a 
pulp,  on  their  own.  a  hundred 
thugs  or  more,  ail  of  them 
armed  with  iron  bars,  and 
sometimes  even  guns.  Gcwl 
guys,  bad  guys,  good  girls, 
bad  girls,  this  world  is  manic 
and  Manichean,  the  Big 
Screen  as  Great  Escape. 
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THIS  is  the  world  of  The 
Silver  Castle ,  the  world  about 
which  Sanjay  from  the  bustee 
dreams.  James's  “hero"  (and  I 
use  the  word  here  in  a  deliber¬ 
ately  Bollywood  sense),  is  a 
high-calibre  character  who 
turns  his  dreams  into  rope 
and  hauls  himself  into  the 
bedrooms  of  glamorous  ac¬ 
tresses.  having  first  slept  with 
an  assortment  of  junior  Bom¬ 
bay  Fagins,  as  well  as  a  fall 
hand  of  moneyed  pederasts  (or 
gandus.  as  Sanjay  would  have 
called  them)  who  pay  him 
handsomely  for  his  complai¬ 
sance  and  even  teach  him  to 
speak  a  passable,  if  stilled, 
version  of  English. 

James’s  own  English,  mir¬ 
roring  Sanjay's,  is  sometimes 
Baroque  ("the  echoing.  Acher¬ 
on  tic  ostinato  nf  Victoria  Ter¬ 
minus")  and  sometimes  banc- 
spare.  Occasionally,  however, 
one  must  find  fault  with  him: 
not  with  his  language,  of 
course,  over  which  he  is 
dearly  master,  but  with  his 
philosophical  conceits.  There 
is  one  terrible  splurge  ti 
forewarn  you.  please  skip 
pages  44  to  40)  on  the  compar¬ 
ative  character  of  languages, 
with  such  arse-aching  at¬ 
tempts  to  epater  la  bourgeoi¬ 
sie  as  this:  “English  could  be 
learned  much  more  quickly  if 
it  were  written  down  in  the 
Russian  Cyrillic  alphaber,  the 
only  logical  aspect  of  the 
Russian  language." 

But  I  carp.  In  subtle  and 
tragic  ways,  this  book  reaches 
parts  Bollywood  does  not.  and 
cannot,  reach.  James,  inevita¬ 
bly.  finds  unreality  too  unco¬ 
operative.  I  will  not  tell  you 
what  happens  in  the  end  to 
Sanjay.  That  would  only  spoil 
the  film. 
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°rman  Lewis  is  swept  along  by  a  traveller’s  odyssey  through  a  prairie  wilderness  where  little  is  too  strange  to  be  true 

3n  Rilhan  1C  filL-INIldl. _ I  ■  ^  ^  —  —  _ 


unaihan  Raban  is  fascinated 
P>'  extremes  in  nature.  His 
*he  Mississippi  in 
-  Old  Glory  is  painted  in 
descriptive  passages  of  a  river  that 
can  rarely  have  been  equalled 
Now  when  he  turns  his  attention  to 
another  natural  immensity  we 
follow  him  in  the  knowledge  that 
peauiy.  however  strange,  is  about 
o  be  revealed  among  the  drab 
landscapes  of  a  wasteland. 

The  badlands  of  Montana  lie 
adjacent  to  North  Dakota  and  the 
Canadian  border,  and  appear  as  a 
bald  patch  in  any  but  a  large-scale 
ntap.  Much  of  the  area  is  a  prairie 
m  which  “the  intruder  is  humbled 
by  featureless  space".  Nothing 
grows  there  but  sage  brush  and 
wiry  grass  known  as  nigger  wuuL 
There  arc  no  trees. 

Driving  across  this  huge  empti¬ 
ness  Jonathan  Raban  notes  the 
shallow  grooves  worn  by  the 
single-file  herds  of  buffaloes  a 
aenrury  ago.  “The  whole  country." 
he  writes,  “presented  irself  as  a 
graveyard,  it  was  so  strewn  with 
relics  of  the  dead."  The  remains  of 
a  Ford  Model  T  lie  on  the  prairie 
as  if  “it  had  fallen  out  of  the  sky". 
“The  dead  had  left  their  stuff  lyi'n° 
around  to  dissolve  back  into 
nature  in  its  own  time  and  at  its 
own  pace.” 


In  a  barren  and  dry  land 


bad  land 

An  American  Romance 
By  Jonathan  Raban 
Picador,  £15.09 
ISBN 0330 346210 


He  pulls  up  to  explore  an 
abandoned  house.  Swallows  have 
nested  on  the  parlour  walls,  de¬ 
cayed  furniture  is  still  in  place,  and 
clothes  hang  in  wardrobes.  “1 
reached  for  a  dress  but  mildewed 
cotton  came  away  in  my  hand  like 
a  fistful  of  spiderweb."  Perhaps  an 
opportunity  to  make  their  getaway 
h ad  sparked  off  irresistible  panic 
in  this  family  and  they  had  just 
rushed  out  of  the  place. 

These  were  the  people  of  Stein¬ 
beck’s  77ie  Grapes  of  Wrath  — 
victims  of  one  of  the  cruellest 
deceptions  in  history.  By  1909.  the 
time  of  the  Homestead  Act,  the 
Government  of  the  day  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  fill  the  great  empty 
spaces  of  the  West.  Expanding 


railroads  were  hungry 
for  passengers  and  the 
banks  for  customers 
who  could  be  persuad¬ 
ed  to  takeup  loans.  The 
trap  was  320  acres  of 
tree  land  offered  to  each 
family  of  homsteaders 
and  pamphlets  illus¬ 
trating  the  rich  farm¬ 
land  and  lush  pastures 
to  be  given  away  were 
sent  out  to  every  coun¬ 
try  in  Europe.  In  re¬ 
sponse  to  these  allure¬ 
ments,  immigrants, 
many  penniless,  arri¬ 
ved  by  the  thousand  to 
be  whisked  away  to  a 
desert  and  left  largely  to 
their  own  resources,  whether  to  go 
under  or  at  most  scrape  through. 

Officially  this  was  semi-arid 
territory  with  a  rainfall  as  low  as 
any  area  on  earth  capable  of 
supporting  human  life.  A  best¬ 
selling  book,  Campbell's  Soil  Cul- 
ture  Manual,  had  been  hastily 
published  to  convince  the  hesitant 


Relics  of  the  dead:  General  Custer's  Montana  grave 


that  farming  was  ar  its  best  in  a 
dry  dimate  such  as  this,  since 
rainfall  leached  goodness  from  the 
soil.  In  all  other  ways  the  dimate 
was  extreme.  As  an  experiment  the 
author  ser  off  on  a  night  walk  in 
January  with  die  thermometer 
registering  minus  29  degrees.  "If  1 
parted  my  Ups  just  a  fraction  I  bit 


on  a  sliver  of  pure  cold, 
as  sharp  and  palpable 
as  a  knifeblade  . . .  one 
had  to  conserve  each 
sniff  far  as  long  as 
possible  before  the  next 
painful,  cautious  in¬ 
draft."  Luckily  for 
Raban  he  had  not 
chanced  on  a  really  cold 
night,  when  the  tem¬ 
perature  often  dropped 
to  40  below. 

There  were  other  cli¬ 
matic  hazards,  for  al¬ 
though  it  hardly  ever 
rained  the  badlands 
suffered  hailstorms 
with  stones  up  to  five 
inches  in  diameter, 
which  destroyed  light  planes  and 
drove  the  homesteaders  to  take 
refuge  underground.  Cyclones 
snatched  up  telegraph  poles  and 
sent  them  spinning  into  the  sky. 
Other  Terrors  included  plagues  of 
grasshoppers,  confirming  the  sus¬ 
picions  of  the  many  students  of  the 
Book  of  Revelation  among  the 


settlers  that  doomsday  was  at 
hand. 

As  for  farming,  it  was  found  that 
ploughing  destroyed  the  precari¬ 
ous  fertility  of  the  land.  The  only 
successful  crop  was  turnips  which 
grew  to  phenomenal  sizes,  me 
establishing  a  world  record  of  ISlb. 
It  was  on  these  that  the  homestead¬ 
ers  sometimes  subsisted,  although 
a  few  scrawny  chickens  and  an 
undersized  pig  might  also  be 
raised.  The  author  notes  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  extreme  forms  or  religion. 
Curiously  the  Adventists  made 
things  worse  for  themselves  by 
opposing  irrigation. 

Sixty-five  years  have  gone 
by  since  the  flight  from  the 
badlands,  and  signs  of  life 
are  returning  to  the  grey 
moonscape  of  Montana.  Agencies 
arrange  sentimental  joumies  for 
the  descendants  of  these  who  once 
suffered  here.  More  come  on 
"novelty-seekers"  tours,  amused 
by  trips  to  towns  with  names  like 
Musselshell,  Crackerville  and 


Zero  where  what  is  left  of  the  past 
is  scrupulously  preserved.  Most 
noted  of  these  is  Joe,  Montana  — 
once  called  Ismay  but  renamed,  in 
a  bid  for  fame,  after  die  American 
football  player  Joe  Montana.  It  has 
the  top  novdty-rating  based  on 
population  decline  from  about 
4.000  to  28.  Its  annual  fete  draws 
up  to  8,000  visitors,  who  pay. 
Raban  says,  $35  a  head  to  walk  in 
the  ruins  of  its  mped-off  streets, 
witness  a  rodeo  and  refresh  them¬ 
selves  at  the  gas  station  with  a 
microwaved  snack  in  a  plastic 
sachet,  washed  down  with  a  Big 
Gulp  Diet  Pepsi. 

Ra  ban  spoke  to  the  28  while  rhey 
were  awaiting  to  be  flown,  ail 
expenses  paid,  to  New  York  to 
appear  on  the  David  Lenerman 
show  —  seen  as  the  summit  of 
human  achievement.  Because  he 
was  a  writer  they  agreed  to  talk  to 
him.  otherwise  iheir  fame  exclud¬ 
ed  them  from  everyday  contacts. 
Thus  in  the  end  the  badlands  have 
produced  a  success. 

This  book,  as  in  all  Jonathan 
Ra  ban’s  writings,  abounds  with 
acute  observation  allied  with  ebul¬ 
lient  wit.  His  exploration  of  the 
tragic  episode  of  the  homesteaders 
is  of  exceptional  historic  value 
since  it  is  based  on  his  many 
interviews  with  their  survivors. 


Weaving 
a  grand 
garland 
of  native 
blooms 


Five  years  working  on  one 
book  is  a  long  time,  but  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that 
Flora  Britannica  is  worth 
every  second  of  Richard 
Matey*  time.  It  is  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  book  which  has  been 
justifiably  described  as  the 
“ Domesday  Book  for  the  plant 
life  of  Britain  at  die  end  of  the 
20th  century". 

The  title  may  give  the  im¬ 
pression  of  a  starchy,  academ¬ 
ic  thesis,  perhaps  only  of 
interest  to  keen  amateur  or 
professional  botanists.  Noth¬ 
ing  could  be  further  from  the 
truth.  There  are  nearly  1.000 
native  or  naturalised  spedes 
described,  covering  all  the 
higher  plant  families  found  in 
England.  Scotland  and  Wales. 
Clear  and  yet  interesting  de¬ 
scriptions  are  given  and  that  is 
where  the  similarity  with  a 
standard  flora  ends. 

Each  plant  is  described  in 
such  a  way  that  you  are 
tempted  to  delve  further,  even 
when  satisfied  that  you  have 
found  what  you  need-  Most 
entries  contain  down-to-earth 
comments  on  the  plant's  char¬ 
acteristics  —  for  example,  the 
deteriorating  flower  spikes  of 
the  early  purple  orchid  are 
described  as  having  a  smell 
reminiscent  of  tom  cat  —  And 
indeed  they  do. 


Pippa  Greenwood 

FLORA  BRITANNICA 
By  Richard  Mabey 

S  i  ndair  Slcvenso  n,  £30 
ISBN  1856193772 


Mabey  has  succeeded  in 
drawing  together  information 
from  ordinary  people  up  and 
down  the  country,  in  rural  and 
inner-city  areas.  This  has  then 
been  cleverly  used  to  create  a 
written  picture  of  how  we  all 
interact  with  plants  and  how 
they  have  shaped  our  every¬ 
day  lives,  our  childhoods,  local 
beliefs  and  traditions,  and  the 
stories  we  tell.  Reading  it 
brings  back  long-forgotten 
childhood  memories  such  as 
using  an  ash  tree  as  a  post-box 
for  scribbled  poems  and  let¬ 
ters,  and  using  its  gnarled 
base  as  a  “living"  dolls  house. 
Then  there  is  the  rather  more 
alarming  story  that  the  green 
layer  on  the  surface  of  a  pond, 
caused  by  the  extensive 
growth  of  duckweed  {JLemna 
minor]  provides  the  living 
quarters  for  the  terrifying 
Jenny  Green  teeth.  This  amor¬ 
phous  monster  lurks  beneath 
the  surface  and  sucks  in  any 
naughty  children  who  dare  to 
stray  too  close.  Behind  all 


Britain’s  flowers  in  their  glory  are  detailed  in  a  botanical  Domesday  Book  mountain  pansies  from  Perthshire  show  extremes  of  colour  variation 


frightening  stories  told  to 
children  there  is  a  lesson  to  be 
learnt  and  in  this  case  the 
choice  is  between  an  obvious 
attempt  to  deter  children  from 
risking  drowning  by  playing 
too  dose  to  water  and  a  threat 
to  children  who  do  not  dean 
their  teeth.  Sometimes  I  think 
I  had  an  unusually  calm, 
stress-free  childhood! 

Reading  local  variations  of 
stories  and  beliefs  about 
plants  is  fascinating  and  Flora 
Britannica  is  written  in  such  a 
way  that  it  is  almost  impossi¬ 
ble  to  put  down.  Ii  brings 


home,  without  question,  the 
fact  that  our  lives  always  have 
been  inextricably  linked  with 
our  surrounding  plant  life.  It 
provides  much  evidence  that 
even  in  this  electronic  age,  we 
still  continue  to  weave  plants 
of  every  type  and  description 
into  the  tapestry  of  our 
existence. 

Regional  variations  in  plant 
names  are  covered  with  equal 
enthusiasm:  in  those  entries  I 
checked  I  was  unable  to  find  a 
single  missing  common  name. 
In  other  works  we  are  all  too 
often  given  a  plant's  Latin 


name,  perhaps  accompanied 
by  a  couple  of  the  more 
frequently  used  common 
names.  Here  common  names 
have  been  collected  together  to 
provide  what  I  suspect  is  an 
unsurpassed  collection.  I  must 
admit  to  being  unaware  that 
the  early  purple  orchid  has 
such  a  wide  range  of  aliases 
induding  keddegs,  kite's  legs, 
goosey  ganders,  bloody  butch¬ 
ers  and  kettle  Legs. 

It  seems  that  there  are.  in 
fact,  more  than  90  names 
listed  for  this  one  plant  and 
although  not  all  are  included 


here,  a  useful  reference  is 
given. 

More  than  500  photographs 
are  used  too,  showing  useful 
plant  portraits  and  breathtak¬ 
ing  shots  of  the  plants  in  their 
natural  habitats.  These  too  are 
of  a  high  standard. 

Flora  Britannica  is  quite 
unlike  any  other  book  I  nave 
ever  had  the  pleasure  to  re¬ 
view.  Its  intention  was  to  be  a 
flora  “of  the  people,  for  the 
people"  and  in  this  it  succeeds 
100  per  cent.  Its  botanical  and 
factual  content  is  so  charming¬ 
ly  written  that  it  should  appeal 


to  anyone,  whether  a  keen 
botanist,  or  just  someone  who 
enjoys  learning  about  the 
plants  which  surround  us.  It  is 
a  perfect  mix  of  the  anecdotal 
arid  the  factual. 

After  all  this  there  could 
only  be  one  pitfall,  the  price. 
Bui  no,  I  was  fascinated  to  see 
that,  with  the  aim  of  making  it 
accessible  to  as  wide  a  range  of 
people  as  possible,  it  is  to  be 
priced  at  £30. 

Pippa  Green  wood  is  a 
panellist  on  Gardeners’ 
Question  Time. 


The  mere  mention  of  the 
“special  relationship"  is 
apt  to  produce  a  yawn; 
and  the  term  certainly  con¬ 
jures  up  cliches  about  ties  of 
language,  law  and  tradition. 
With  these  Robin  Renwick,  a 
former  British  Ambassador  to 
Washington,  has  no  intention 
of  boring  us.  His  is  a  narrative 
of  the  political  relationship 
between  the  United  States  and 
Britain,  together  with  a  sum¬ 
ming-up  of  where  it  srands 
now. 

He  gives  a  brilliant  account 
of  the  nadir  in  1814  when  the 
British  burnt  the  White 
House:  and  he  reminds  us  of 
what  must  surely  be  the  apex 
when,  within  that  same,  if 
necessarily  rebuilt.  White 
House.  Winsion  Churchill 
B  stayed  for  three  weeks  as  the 
guest  of  President  Roosevelt.  It 
was  the  most  crucial  moment 
of  the  Second  World  War. 
immediately  after  Japan  s  at¬ 
tack  on  Pearl  Harbor.  In  those 
weeks  Churchill  managed  to 
1  persuade  the  Americans  to 
aKe  priority  to  die  war  against 
Germany  rather  than  Japan. 

lr  has  been  a  veritable  roller¬ 
coaster  of  a  relationship,  and 
Renwick  makes  a  thnlter  o 
*  the  ups  and  downs  and  the 
wav  these  have  aftad  the 
lives  of  the  peoples  uf  two 
continents  for  two  wjjnj- 
The  style  is  spare  and  vivid. 
The  short  chapters  serve  as 
■  stepping-stones,  prevent!  g 
the  reader  from  becoming 
bogged  down  in  a  . 
history.  Serious  conIt"IJi  _ 

lightened  by  anecdotes.  Thus. 
Jue  Kennedy  was  ■ 

United  Stares  Ambassador  to 
London  because 
Roosevelt  thought  him  too 

dangerous  to  ar? 
here".  When  his  son.  President 


Caught  in  an  awkward  embrace 


Nicholas 

Henderson 


FIGHTING  WITH 
ALLIES 

America  and  Britain  in 
Peace  and  War 
By  Robin  Renwick 

Macmillan,  £ 25 
ISBN 0333 65743 8 

Kennedy,  complained  to  Har¬ 
old  Macmillan  about  the  way 
the  press  treated  his  wife  and 
asked  him  how  he  would  react 
if  someone  said  "Lady  Doro¬ 
thy  is  a  drunk”,  Macmillan 
responded:  “I  would  reply. 
'You  should  have  seen  her 
mother'." 

Renwick  is  explicit  about  the 
profound  shift  in  the  balance 
between  the  two  sides  in 
modem  times.  Inevitable  in 
the  long  run.  It  has  been 
accelerated  by  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  both  countries  in  the 
two  World  Wars,  which  has 

led  to  superpower  leadership 
for  the  United  States  and 
dramatic  decline  for  Britain. 
This  material  change  has  been 
compounded  by  political  folly, 
of  which  Renwick  cites  Eden's 
handling  uf  the  Suez  crisis  as 
the  supreme  example.  Eden 
"distrusted  the  USA  butfeltno 
attachment  to  Europe".  The 
ending  of  the  Cold  War  and 
German  reunification  have 
also  reduced  the  relative  im¬ 
portance  of  London  to 

w^SSt»  *> 

about  the  relationship  be- 
rween  the  United  Stares  and 


A  very  special  relationship;  Ronald  Reagan,  Lucky  and  Margaret  Thatcher  in  1985 


Britain  is  the  fact,  emphasised 
by  Renwick,  that,  notwith¬ 
standing  this  growing  dispari¬ 
ty  and  despite  recurring 
political  disagreements  (re¬ 
flected  in  the  double  entendre 
of  the  title),  they  continue  to 
mean  a  great  deal  to  each 
other,  and  in  a  manner  that  is 
different  from  the  way  either 
country  feels  about  another. 

Rexrwick  attributes  this  to 
the  hard-headed  give  and  take 
of  the  system,  at  any  rate  in  the 
present  age.  He  gives  exam¬ 
ples:  the  1940  destroyers  for 
bases  deal  and  £he  transfer,  in 


the  same  year,  to  the  United 
States  of  British  scientific  in¬ 
formation  fThemost  valuable 
cargo  ever  brought  to  the 
shores  of  the  USA",  according 
to  the  recipients),  in  return  for 
American  war  supplies;  and 
Margaret  Thatchers  backing 
of  the  United  States  over  the 
deployment  of  missiles  in 
Europe  and  over  the  bombing 
of  Libya,  in  recognition  of  the 
United  States*  support  in  the 
Falklands  War.  In  Ren  wick’s 
view  that  war  put  the  relation¬ 
ship  to  “its  most  severe  test 
since  Suez". 


During  the  Last  half-century 
the  greatest  disagreements 
have  occurred,  as  Renwick 
shows,  over  policy  towards  the 
Soviet  Union.  President  Roo¬ 
sevelt,  Harry  Hopkins  (his 
main  foreign  policy  adviser] 
and  even  General  Eisenhower 
harboured  illusions  about 
Russia,  particularly  Stalin, 
and  believed  that  they  could 
co-operate  with  Moscow  satis¬ 
factorily  during  and  immed¬ 
iately  after  the  war,  provided 
the  British  didn’t  get  in  the 
way.  In  retrospect  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  how  appallingly 


heavy  were  the  casualties  that 
the  Red  Army  had  to  bear. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  extraordi¬ 
nary  to  read  now  that  at  the 
first  three-power,  wartime 
summit  in  Tehran  Roosevelt 
stayed  in  the  Soviet  Embassy. 
The  Americans  were  reluctant 
to  make  common  cause  with 
the  British  in  trying  to  prevent 
Soviet  dominance  of  Central 
and  Eastern  Europe.  “It  would 
be  a  terrible  mistake,"  Roose¬ 
velt  said,  "if  Unde  Joe  thought 
we  had  ganged  up  on  him." 

Churchill  objected  to  the 
American  notion  that  for 
them,  dealing  with  Britain 
and  the  Soviet  Union  was  “six 
of  one  and  half  a  dozen  of  the 
other".  Commenting  on  Chur¬ 
chill's  1946  Fulton  speech, 
Byrnes,  the  United  States  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State,  declared  that 
the  nation  was  no  more  inter¬ 
ested  in  an  alliance  with 
Britain  against  the  Soviet 
Union  than  in  an  alliance  with 
the  Soviet  Union  against 
Britain. 

The  British  decision  not  to 
participate  My  in  the  eco¬ 
nomic  integration  of  Europe  is 
judged  by  Renwick  as  "a  far 
more  fatal  error  than  Suez”.  It 
was  based  on  the  conviction 
that  it  was  necessary  to 
"choose"  between  Europe  and 
the  United  States,  which  he 
dismisses  as  “one  of  the  great 
fallacies  of  postwar  British 
diplomacy". 

Renwick  formulates  the  par¬ 
adox  that  Britain  cannot  aff¬ 
ord  to  be  marginalised  in 
Europe  if  it  is  to  remain 
influential  in  Washington;  yet 
it  is  precisely  Britain’s  differ¬ 


ence  from  other  European 
countries  and  its  willingness 
to  act  without  waiting  for  a 
European  consensus  that  ren¬ 
ders  tire  relationship  valuable 
to  the  United  States.  This  may 
be  going  too  far.  The  more 
“different"  the  British  are  in 
this  respect  and  the  more  they 
appear  to  be  an  American 
Trojan  horse  in  the  EU,  the 
less  will  their  influence  be  in 
Europe  and  the  less  therefore 
their  impact  in  Washington. 

Nor  does  the  essential 
role  that  Renwick  as¬ 
signs  to  Britain  of 
“helping  to  bind  together 
Europe  and  the  United  States" 
correspond  to  the  require¬ 
ments  of  either.  We  are  impor¬ 
tant  to  both  but  not  as  a 
transatlantic  go-tetween  or 
bridge.  As  regards  our  value  to 
the  United  States,  “the  plain 
fact  is"  as  the  current  United 
States  Ambassador  to  London. 
Admiral  Crowe,  has  said, 
“that  our  policies,  concerns, 
interests  and  common  values 
coinride  with  Great  Britain's 
to  a  degree  that  is  in  many 
ways  unique” 

fit  a  materia]  sense  the 
uniqueness  today  remains 
only  in  certain  areas,  particu¬ 
larly  fludear  defence  and  intel¬ 
ligence,  but  Renwick  con¬ 
cludes  that  Britain  renders  a 
political  service  in  ensuring 
that  the  United  States  'is  not 
left  alone  when  crises  occur 
that  affect  the  West  generally, 
as  in  Korea  or  the  Gulf,  and 
when  the  British  will  continue 
to  be  regarded  “as  the  closest 
and  most  dependable  of  Amer¬ 
ica's  allies". 

Sir  Nicholas  Henderson 
was  Ambassador  to 
Washington,  1979-82. 
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THE  TURN  of  the  millenni¬ 
um  is  God's  gift  to  the  false 
prophet.  Among  the  sinister 
cult  svengalis  of  recent  years 
who  have  used  millenarian 
anxiety  as  a  tool  to  prise  open 
impressionable  minds  stand 
the  disastrous  David  Koresh, 
Aunt  Supreme  Truth’s  Shoko 
Asahara,  and  the  leaders  of 
the  Order  of  the  Solar  Temple. 
Oyster,  the  enigmatic,  charis¬ 
matic  preacher  man  at  the 
heart  of  Janette  Turner  Hospi¬ 
tal’s  ambitious  new  novel,  is  a 
similarly  spurious  patriarch, 
spinning  an  apocalyptic  vision 
of  the  year  2000  to  a  remote 
Australian  Outback  flock. 

Like  lost  sheep.  Oyster's 
followers  come  from  across 
the  country  on  a  wing  and  a 
prayer,  lured  by  the  false 
promise  of  an  idyllic  rural 
escape.  Whai  they  find  is  a 
Waco-style  commune,  ruled 
by  the  egocentric  Oyster  who 
engineers  a  slave  labour  force 
to  dig  the  opal  seams  of  his 
landlocked,  godforsaken  hole, 
known  as  Oyster’s  Reef.  Down 
in  the  tunnels  of  his  under¬ 
ground  empire  he  builds  a  tax- 
free  treasure  trove  and  feeds 
his  own  sexual  appetites,  qui¬ 
etly  wiping  out  dissent. 

In  this  unmapped  comer  of 
Queensland,  Oyster  has  found 
the  perfect  retreat  to  realise  his 
dreams.  This  is  an  apocalyptic 
landscape,  either  baking  or 
freezing:  cattle  die  in  the  sun 
and  the  stench  drifts  across 
the  lost  township  of  Outer 
Maroo.  It  remains  uncharted 
because  everyone  likes  it  that 
way:  the  opal  miners  working 
without  government  restric¬ 
tions  or  taxes;  the  landowners 
working  deals  on  opals  and 
arms;  the  congregation  of  the 
town's  church  of  the  Living 
Word,  fundamentalists  them¬ 
selves.  Here  strangers  arc 
treated  harshly,  and  those  that 
ask  too  many  questions  inev¬ 
itably  meet  with  “accidents”. 

FOCUSING  much  of  her  sto- 
ry  on  a  sympathetic  teenage 
protagonist.  Mercy,  and  using 
the  arrival  of  two  strangers  in 
search  of  their  children  —  lost 
to  the  cult  —  as  □  narrative 
catalyst.  Turner  Hospital 
talfp*?  us  into  a  man-made 
apocalypse  every  bit  as  bleak 
as  Waco.  Filtered  through  a 
largely  mule  and  peripheral 
narrator,  she  carefully  weaves 
fundamentalism  with  murder, 
opals  and  dreams,  fused  in  a 
fragmented-  dislocated  time¬ 
frame  that  mirrors  the  decep¬ 
tive,  shifting  nature  of  the 
Outback  landscape  (“the 
shimmering  Outback  air  can 
present  on  the  track  ahead  a 
man  who  passed  behind  you  z 

day  ago").  , 

Turner  Hospital  convey? 
the  idea  thaT  the  hot  desolatioi; 
of  the  land  almost  makes' 
rationalism  impossible! 
Blending  dream  sequences 
Alice  in  Wonderland  imagep 
and  biblical  allusions,  counj 
terpointed  with  more  precis 
passages  devoted  to  opal,  ays 
ters  and  pearl,  it  is  a  lyrical 
and  sophisticated  way  ti 
storytelling.  Much  of  the  pow 
er  and  originality  of  the  now' 
stems  from  the  mesmerising 
disconcerting  quality  of  th 
writing  and  Janette  Turtle  t 
Hospital’s  ability  to  create  I 
unique  pictorial  sense  of  plac<  ■ 
That  the  results  are  so  rear 
able,  as  well  as  timely,  is  j 

testament  to  her  talent  '  • 
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Bargains  of  the  week — from  a  romantic  meal  for  honeymooners  at  Cancun  to  a  cycling  holiday  in  Provence 


TONY  STONE 
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HOTELS 


A  E50  voucher,  redeemable 
against  any  hotel  spending,  is 
on  offer  for  guests  staying  at 
the  four-star  Donington  This¬ 
tle  Hotel  near  the  Alton 
Towers  leisure  park  in  Staf¬ 
fordshire.  Prices  —  when 
booked  through  Highlife 
Breaks  from  October  11  to  27  — 
start  at  £80  a  person  for  two 
nights’  accommodation  and 
one  day's  admission  to  Alton 
Towers.  Details:  0800  700  400. 

■  PRIMA  Hotels  is  offering  a 
special  group  rate  —  called  a 
"social  rate"  —  at  the  Elbow 
Beach  Hotel  in  Bermuda.  The 
rate  for  five  or  more  rooms, 
staying  a  minimum  of  three 
nights,  is  about  £66  a  person 
(with  a  £38  single  supple¬ 
ment).  The  offer,  available 
from  November  15  until 
March  next  year,  includes 
added  benefits  such  as  tennis 
and  transfers.  Details:  0800 
181  535. 

■  HONEYMOONERS  at  Sol 
Melia's  five-star  Cancun 
beach  resort  hotel  in  Mexico 
get  champagne  and  fruit  on 
arrival,  a  romantic  dinner  for 
two,  and  25  per  cent  discounts 
on  car  rental.  Wees  start  from 
£3*37  a  couple  for  three  nights. 
Details:  0800  282  720. 

■  GRAND  Heritage  Hotels 
has  extended  its  PEnhaligon’s 
Perfume  deal  until  the  end  of 
February.  Guests  booking  a 
two-night  break  at  several  of 
its  hotels  receive  a  box  of 
perfumes  and  other  gifts 
worth  E120.  Details:  0171-376 
1777. 

■  THE  Sheraton  this  week 
opened  a  business  centre  at  its 
hotel  at  Paris  Charles  de 
Gaulle  airport  Terminal  2. 


The  facility  includes  27  meet¬ 
ing  rooms  along  with  prefer¬ 
ential  room  rates  for  overnight 
delegates.  Detai  Is  from:  00  33 1 

49  19  70  70. 

■  A  THREE-NIGHT  week¬ 
end  break  at  the  five-star  De 
Vere  Royal  Bath  Hotel  in 
Bournemouth  costs  £195  a 
person,  including  accommo¬ 
dation  and  dinner,  instead  of 
the  usual  price  of  E234,  when 
booked  through  Crystal  Brit¬ 
ain.  Crystal  is  also  offering  a 

50  per  cent  discount  on  Sun¬ 
day  night  accommodation  at 
ail  De  Vere  hotels  when  stay¬ 
ing  on  a  Friday  and  Saturday 
night.  Details:  0181 -390  8513. 

■  THE  five-star  Rihga  Royal 
Hotel  in  the  heart  of  Manhat¬ 
tan  is  offering  weekend  rates 
in  its  luxury  Pinnacle  suites 
for  $335  (about  £223)  a  night 
instead  of  the  usual  rate  of 
$500  (£333)  a  night.  The  rate 
includes  airport  transfers.  De¬ 
tails:  001  212  307  5000. 

■  CHAMPAGNE  on  arrival 
is  available  from  October  14  at 
historic  Hartwell  House  near 
Aylesbury.  Buckinghamshire. 
Rates,  including  breakfast, 
dinner,  and  use  of  the  spa, 
start  at  £107  a  person  a  night 
from  Sunday  to  Thursday, 
and  from  £123  a  person  a  night 
on  Friday  and  Saturday. 
Minimum  stay  is  two  nights. 
Details:  01296  747444. 

■  STAY  at  the  Amstel  Inter¬ 
Continental  Hotel  in  Amster¬ 
dam  for  the  International 
Chocolate'  Festival  between 
October  IS  and  27.  Prices  start 
from  £195  a  room  a  night  as 
part  of  the  Heart  Of  The  City 
weekend  packages.  Details: 
0345  581444. 


A  sailing  and  windsurfing  package  in  Greece  is  on  sale  from  Sun  world  Sailing  for  £459  a  person 


STENA  Line  has  day  trips  on 
four  cross-Channel  routes  Tor 
£15  a  car  and  £1  a  car 
passenger  —  some  weekend 
supplements  apply.  Foot  pas¬ 
sengers  pay  E5  to  include  rail 
travel  from  London  and  south¬ 
east  stations  to  Dover.  Passen¬ 
gers  can  also  buy  selected 
duty-free  products  at  normal 
prices  on  the  way  out  Details: 
0990  787787. 

■  SEACAT  Scotland  is  run¬ 
ning  midweek  specials  be¬ 
tween  Stranraer  and  Belfast 
for  £205  for  a  car  and  up  to 
four  passengers  until  January 
6.  Travel  must  take  place 
between  Monday  and  Thurs¬ 
day.  Details:  0345  523523. 

■  BRITTANY  Ferries  is  offer¬ 
ing  up  to  24  hours  in  France 


Tor  £9.95  a  person  for  passen¬ 
gers  travelling  from  Plym¬ 
outh,  Portsmouth  and  Poole  to 
Caen,  Cherbourg.  St  Malo 
and  Roscoff.  Cars  cost  an  extra 
£15.  Details:  0990  360360. 

■  P&O  EUROPEAN  Ferries 
is  selling  cruises  to  Bilbao  in 
northern  Spain  far  £59,  to 
include  three  nights  on  baud. 
Details:  0990  980555. 

■  SCANDINAVIAN  Sea¬ 
ways  is  selling  two-night 
minicruises  on  ferries  from 
Harwich.  The  £59  trips  will 
include  breakfasts  and  a  sight¬ 
seeing  trip.  Departures  from 
Esbjerg  and  Hamburg  will 
take  place  next  Tuesday  and 
from  Gothenburg  on  Friday, 
October  11.  Details:  0990 
333111.' 


AIR  FRANCE'S  London  City 
to  Paris  flights  will  operate 
into  Charles  de  Gaulle  from 
the  start  of  the  winter  sched¬ 
ules  on  October  27.  Free  car 
parking  at  London  City,  for 
the  duration  of  a  trip,  will 
continue.  Details:  0181-742 
6600. 

■  SLA  has  introduced  a  useful 
excursion  fare  allowing  visits 
to  Singapore  and  Hong  Kong. 
The  new  ticket  costs  E5S8  and 
passengers  can  stop  over  in 
Singapore  in  both  directions. 
Details:  0181-747  0007. 

■  FREQUENT  travellers  be¬ 
tween  London,  Brussels  and 
Antwerp  can  now  buy  a 
Sabena  sky  pass:  the  cost  is 
£599  for  economy  and  £799  for 
business  dass.  It  provides  30 


days  unlimited  travel.  Details: 
0181-780  1444. 

■  UNTIL  October  31.  FETC 
has  a  spedal  fare  to  Bangkok 
of  £235  one  way  and  E4I7 
return,  flying  Lauda  Air  via 
Vienna.  Details:  0171-414  8808. 

■  DUTCH  airline  KLM  is 
awarding  double  frequent  fly¬ 
er  points  to  business  and 
economy  dass  passengers  fly¬ 
ing  from  Heathrow  and 
London  City  to  Amsterdam 
until  October  31.  Details:  0ISI- 
750  9000. 

■  SPANISH  airline  Iberia 
has  launched  a  thrice-weekly 
service,  between  Gatwick,  Za¬ 
ragoza,  Oviedo  and  La  Coru¬ 
na.  Fares  start  at  E165  return. 
Details:  0171-830  0011. 


A 


A  SAILING  and  windsurfing 
package  in  Porte  Heli.  Greece, 
to  indude  use  of  a  dinghy  and 
windsurf  equipment,  is  on  sale 
from  Sunworld  Sailing  de¬ 
parting  October  14  for  £459  a 
person.  Details:  01273  626284. 

■  AN  "Israel  Discovery"  tour 
including  Galilet?.  Nazareth, 
Bethlehem,  the  Dead  Sea  and 
Masada  leaves  on  October  6 
and  13  with  Insight  Tours.  The 
price  for  the  eight-day  escorted 
tour  is  E950  a  person.  Details: 
0990  143433. 

■  THE  last  departure  for  a 
Cycling  for  Softies  holiday  this 
year  takes  to  the  roads  of 
Provence  on  October  15.  Prices 
start  at  ES42  for  a  week  in  the 
saddle.  Details:  0161-248  S2S2. 

■  THE  Nile  resort  of  Luxor, 
complete  with  a  five-star  hotel, 
sells  for  E299  with  Goldenjoy 
Holidays  -  six  nights  depart¬ 
ing  Manchester  on  October 
26.  Details:  0171-794  9767. 

■  CALIFORNIA  with  Virgin 
Holidays  is  currently  quoted 
from  £399  for  two  weeks'  fly- 
drive,  to  include  three  nights' 
accommodation.  Details: 
01293  617181. 

■  THE  Algarve  for  a  week  is 
available  through  Cosmos  de¬ 
parting  Birmingham  on  Octo¬ 
ber  24,  costing  £225.  Details: 
0161-480  5799. 

■  HAWAIIAN  Islands  Club 
is  quoting  £675  a  person  for 
two  adults,  two  children  shar¬ 
ing  a  condominium  at  the 
Maui  Islander  resort,  valid  for 
October  20  departures.  De¬ 
tails:  0I7Z7S4II77. 

■  SPECIAL  rates  of  £599 


return  to  six  Australian  cities 
as  well  as  Auckland  are  on 
sale  through  Austravel  until 
November  30.  to  include  an 
optional  sropover  in  Hong 
Kong  or  Kuala  Lumpur.  De¬ 
tails:  0171-734  7755. 

■  JOURNEY  Latin  America 
is  introducing  seven-night 
citybreaks  to  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
Santiago  de  Chile  and  Buenos 
Aires  with  prices  from  E740. 
valid  until  November  30.  De¬ 
tails:  01SI-747  3108. 

■  BOOKINGS  are  being  tak¬ 
en  for  a  Saturday  evening 
performance  of  Phantom  of 
the  Opera  and  two  nights' 
B&B  in  a  central  London  hutel. 
staged  by  Rainbow  Holidays 
(01904  643355)  for  £198  per 
person. 

■  WINE  trail  tours  of  Italy  \ 
have  been  organised  by  Crys-  ■ 
tai  Italy  (0181-390  5554).  The 
week-lung  tour  costs  from 
£425  per  person.  Flights  from 
Manchester  or  Gatwick  and 
car  hire  for  Saturday  depar¬ 
tures  throughout  October. 

■  LEARN  to  play  golf  with 
Longshot  Golf  (01730  26S62I) 
at  several  Mediterranean  re¬ 
sorts.  Prices  start  at  E493. 

■  FIVE  to  eight-day  horse¬ 
back  trekking  holidays  in 
South  Africa  through  a  wilder¬ 
ness  preserve  are  being  of¬ 
fered  by  Wildlife  Worldwide 
(0181-667  9158).  Price  starts  ar 
£445. 


■  BEIRUT  breaks  are  on 
offer  for  E348  per  person,  to 
include  three  nights  in  the 
Hotel  Casa  d*Or  until  October 
26.  Jasmin  Tours  (0I62S 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL 
0171 481 1989 


CHECK-IN 


FAX- 

0171  782  7824 
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Britain  is  swinging  again  for  young  tourists 


sk  any  foreign  tourist  what 
images  of  Britain  persuaded 
them  to  visit  us  and  1  guaran¬ 
tee  they  won't  mention  Echubellv. 
Thai,  at  least,  would  be  the  assump¬ 
tion  of  anyone  over  the  age  of  25. 

The  Government-backed  British 

Tourist  Authority,  however,  is  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  is  the  young  who  must 
be  wooed.  And.  of  course,  it  is  the 
young  who  know  all  about  such  mu¬ 
sicians.  whose  music  —  Britpop  — 
has  become  the  hottest  since  the 
Beatles. 

The  BTA  has  even  produced  a 


magazine  for  young 
travellers,  UK:  The 
Guide,  which  it  gives 
away  at  its  ufftces 
worldwide.  To  judge 
by  the  magazine's 
Success,  perhaps  Bri- 
lain's  attraction  now 
really  docs  lie  in  its 
music,  its  fashion  and  its  style. 

"Why  is  Britain  so  great?”  says  the 
the  magazine.  “Because  it  has  atti¬ 
tude:  a  positive,  tolerant,  multi¬ 
cultural  mindset  which  is  above  all 
creative  and  dynamic . . .  See  the 


dubs,  the  football, 
the  street  markets, 
the  festivals ...” 

The  campaign  is 
working.  Already, 
about  45  per  cent  of 
all  French  tourists 
are  aged  under  25 
and  the  authority  is 
determined  to  increase  the  percent¬ 
age  of  young  people  coming  from 
Japan  and  the  United  Stales. 

The  first  batch  of  600  copies  of  the 
magazine  were  snapped  up  within 
three  hours  of  its  launch  in  Singapore 


and  the  BTA  has  had  to  order  a 
reprint  after  running  out  of  the 
25Q.OOO  copies  issued  to  its  offices 
worldwide. 

Anthony  Sell,  chief  executive  of  the 
BTA  says:  "Britain  is  enjoying  a 
cultural  renaissance . . .  Our  appeal 
has  many  forms,  from  Britpop  and 
the  dub  scene  to  symphony  orches¬ 
tras  with  world-class  soloists. 

"Our  dries  attract  shoppers  from 
all  over  the  world  for  the  latest 
fashions,  from  designer  labels  io 
street  styles.  Drawn  by  such  diverse 
attractions,  more  visitors  are  decid¬ 


ing  that  Britain  is  the  place.” 

Worldwide,  SO  million  trips  a  year 
are  taken  by  IS  to  34-year-olds,  who 
spend  EI7  billion  a  year.  If  the  images 
of  Blur.  Oasis  and  the  London  club 
scene  can  persuade  more  of  them  to 
visit  Britain,  the  growth  in  tourism 
here  could,  the  BTA  believes,  be 
further  stimulated. 

Each  visitor  to  Britain  spends  an 
average  of  E500.  so  every  planeload  of 
tourists  brings  with  them  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  seven  extra  jobs,  as  Oasis 
would  say:  “You've  got  to  roll  with 
it.” 


The 
Travel 
Business 
— * — 
HARVEY 
ELLIOTT 


Britain’s  trendsetters  prefer  summer  in  Turkey  or  Florida,  skiing  in  Italy  and  Christmas  in  the  Caribbean 


Greek  islands 
dose  their  charm 
for  Britons 


By  Steve  Keenan 
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THE  GREEK  Islands  and 
Cyprus  were  the  big  losers  as 
one  million  fewer  Britons  took 
a  holiday  abroad  this  sum¬ 
mer.  Both  saw  numbers  fall  by 
a  quarter,  while  most  other 
mainstream  Mediterranean 
destinations  also  reported 
smaller  decreases. 

The  exceptions  were  Turkey 
and  Italy.  Turkey  increased  by 
12  per  cent  to  more  than 
650.000  holidaymakers,  mak¬ 
ing  it  the  third  most  popular 
destination  behind  Spain  and 
Greece.  And  Italy  benefited 
from  good  exchange  rates  to 
boost  British  visitors  to 
330.000  for  bookings  to  the 
end  of  August. 

Two  surveys  this  week  from 
travel  agents  Lunn  Polv  and 
Thomas  Cook  confirm  that 
cuts  by  tour  operators  reduced 
the  number  of  package  holi¬ 
days  sold,  from  9.3  million  last 
year  to  8.4  million  this  year. 

Lunn  Poly  said  the  lack  of 
late  holidays  available  also 
meant  prices  were  10  per  cent 
higher  than  last  year.  Peter 
Povey.  marketing  director  of 
Lunn  Poly,  which  has  the 
same  number  of  holidays  av¬ 
ailable  for  1997.  said:  "There  is 
no  guarantee  prices  will  come 
down  at  the  last  minute,  so  wc 
advise  people  to  boefk  now.” 

Tour  operators  have 
brought  out  their  1997  bro¬ 
chures  earlier  than  last  year  to 
take  advantage  of  pent-up 


demand,  with  the  result  that 
near  one  million  holidays 
have  already  been  sold,  com¬ 
pared  with  166.000  at  the 
same  time  last  year.  After 
adjusting  the  figures,  Thomas 
Cook  estimates  sales  are  14  per 
cent  up  year  on  year. 

The  biggest  success  of  this 
summer  was  Florida,  up  by  28 
per  cent  to  more  than  380,000 
visitors.  The  appeal  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Carib¬ 
bean  saw  the  share  of  long- 
haul  holidays  increase  to  13 
per  cent  by  the  end  of  August 
compared  with  10  per  cent  at 
the  same  stage  in  1995. 

All-inclusive  holidays  in  the 
Caribbean  combined  with  ex¬ 
tra  charter  flights  saw  rite 
Dominican  Republic  emerge 
as  the  most  popular  island  in 
the  West  Indies,  followed  by 
Jamaica  and  Barbados. 

Spain  continued  to  account 


jgjpg; 

urn 

Figures  tor  summer,  1996: 

Destination  %  change  lo  Sates  to  and 
August 

1  Balearic  Islands 

1.524,372 

2  Greefc  Islands 

-34 

914.300 

3  Mainland  Spain 

-7 

910.000 

A  Canary  blends 

-14 

738^00 

5  Turkey 

+1* 

656,800 

BFIonda- 

+28 

388^00 

7  France 

374,300 

6  Portugal 

•  .-11 

335300 

9  Italy  . 

+  11 

331.400 

10  Cyprus 

-25 

266^00 

Source-  Thomas  CooK/SaO 


for  four  out  of  ten  holidays 
sold,  with  Majorca  alone  wel¬ 
coming  nearly  one  million 
British  holidaymakers.  But 
numbers  still  fell  to  the  Balear¬ 
ic  islands  by  12  per  cent,  to 
mainland  Spam  by  7  per  cent 
and  the  Canary  Islands  by  14 
per  cent,  according  to  Thomas 
Cook. 

For  winter  1996-97,  Lunn 
Poly  predicts  that  3.3  million 
Britons  will  take  a  holiday  — 
the  same  number  as  last  year 
—  but  they  are  booking  earlier: 
sales  have  been  boosted  by 
earlier  brochure  launches,  in¬ 
creasing  numbers  so  far  to 
973.000  —  up  28  per  cent  on 
last  year.  ' 

The  Caribbean  (up  by  95  per 
cent)  and  Florida  (up  by  49  per 
cent)  again  lead  the  way.  but 
the  biggest  winter  market  is 
still  the  Canary  Islands,  with 
sales  to  the  end  of  August  of 
212,000  packages  —  nearly  a 
quarter  of  the  total. 

In  the  ski  market .  Lunn  Poly 
said  Italy  had  now  overtaken 
France  and  Austria  as  the 
main  destination  for  Britons. 
More  than  a  quarter  of  all  ski 
bookings  through  travel 
agents  by  the  end  of  August 
were  for  Italy.  Andorra.  Cana¬ 
da.  the  US  and  Bulgaria  have 
also  seen  bookingSTiseTmain- 
ly  as  a  result  of  currency 
exchange  making  them  more 
competitive  than  traditional 
ski  resorts. 


BRITAIN’S  biggest  tour  op¬ 
erator,  Thomson,  this  week 
expanded  Hs  long-haul  bro¬ 
chure  to  cash  in  on  growing 
demand  for  exotic  holidays. 
Steve  Keenan  writes. 

More  than  15  million  Brit¬ 
ons  will  travel  long-haul  this 
year,  die  company  estimates, 
resulting  in  more  Caribbean 
capacity  being  added  with 
charters  from  Manchester 
and  Gatwick  to  the  Bahamas. 

The  Faraway  Shores  bro¬ 
chure  — operating  year-round 
from  this  month  —  adds 
flights  from  ten  more  UK 
airports  to  the  Dominican 
Republic  in  addition  to 
Gatwick.  Birmingham. 
Manchester  and  Glasgow. 

Thomson  managing  direc¬ 
tor  Charles  Newbold  said  : 
“Long-haul  holidays  are  the 


most  buoyant  sector  of  the 
travel  market  with  numbers 
growing  at  15  per  cent  each 
year.” 

Thomson  has  also  moved  to 
meet  more  demand  for  cruis¬ 
ing,  another  growth  area, 
with  packages  aboard  NCL 
and  Celebrity  Cruises  sailing 
from  the  Dominican  Republic 
and  Royal  Caribbean  Cruise 
Lines  in  the  Bahamas. 

Three  or  four-night  cruises 
from  the  Bahamas  are 
available. 

A  fortnight  self-catering  on 
the  islands  start  at  E7I9  and  a 
cruise-and-stay  holiday  from 
£945.  NCL’s  ship,  the  Sea- . 
want  has  two  seven-night 
cruises  from  £699  which  can 
be  combined  with  a  week  in 
an  alMndusive  hotel  on  the 
island.  The  Dominican  Re¬ 


public  boasts  a  third  of  long- 
haul  all-inclusive  properties. 

Thomson  is  aiming  to  at¬ 
tract  many  of  the  20.000 
passengers  whose  cruises 
aboard  the  Cunard  Countess 
was  abruptly  cancelled  when 
the  company  sold  the  ship  last 
month. 

It  claims  to  have  cut  prices 
substantially  while  covering 
virtually  the  same  Caribbean 
itinerary.  A  seven-day  cruise 
next  May  costs  £699  com¬ 
pared  with  £1340  on  the 
Countess. 

The  withdrawal  of  the 
Countess  has  also  led  to  a 
surge  in  bookings  for  rival 
P&O  Cruises,  which  said  last 
week  that  demand  had  tre¬ 
bled.  P&O  has  a  12-night 
cruise  on  its  Crown  Princess 
for  £1,295. 


Disney  boosts 
its  world-beating 
Orlando  park 

By  David  Churchill 


HUGE  expansion  plans  to 
reinforce  Walt  Disney  World 
at  Orlando.  Florida,  as  lhe 
world’s  leading  tourist  desti¬ 
nation  were  unveiled  tiiis 
week  by  Michael  Eisner,  Dis¬ 
ney'S  chairman,  during  the 
25th  anniversary  celebrations 
of  the  theme  park's  opening. 

Mr  Eisner  and  Hillary  Clin¬ 
ton,  along  with  other  invited 
guests,  including  the  late  Walt 
Disney's  nephew,  Roy  Disney, 
took  part  in  a  rededication 
ceremony  this  week  at  the 
Magic  Kingdom  theme  park, 
which  opened  on  October  I. 
1971. 

After  an  inauspicious  sum. 
when  fewer  people  than  ex¬ 
pected  turned  up  because  of 
fears  of  overcrowding,  the 
resort  has  made  Orlando  one 
of  America's  fastest-growing 
does  and  the  world  leader  in 
hotel  rooms.  From  4.000  hotel 
rooms  in  1971,  Orlando  now 
has  more  than  85,000,  sur¬ 
passing  New  York  and  Los 
Angeles. 

Disney  World  now  attracts 
more  than  30  million  visitors  a 
year  and  Orlando  is  this  year 
expected,  for  die  first  time,  to 
play  host  to  more  than  a 
million  Britons,  part  of  the 
record  1.4  million  tourists 
from  the  UK  who  are  likely  to 
visit  Florida  this  year.  Since  it 
opened  in  1971.  more  than  500 
million  people  have  visited 
Disney  World. 

But  to  keep  tourists  coming. 
Disney  is  planning  to  expand 
the  30.000~acre  resort,  of 
which  roily  about  a  quarter  is 
already  developed.  The  big¬ 
gest  new  attraction  will  be  a 
new  theme  park  called  Animal 
Kingdom,  due  to  open  in  early 
1998  on  500  acres,  making  it 
about  five  times  the  size  of  the 
Magic  Kingdom  (the  one  with 
the  Cinderella  Castle  in  the 
middle).  The  other  two  big 
theme  parks  already  open  are 
Epcot  and  the  Disney/MGM 
Studios. 

Also  opening  over  the  next 
year  is  a  new  Z 000-room  hotel 
called  Coronado  Springs, 
along  with  95,000  sq  ft  of 
convention  space,  and  a  sports 
complex  with  facilities  for 
more  than  25  leading  sports. 
The  Atlanta  Braves.  America’s 
baseball  champions,  are  bas¬ 
ing  their  pre-season  training 
at  the  complex  next  year. 

Coming  up  as  well  over  the 
next  12  months  is  expansion  of 
the  resort's  restaurant  and 
night-time  activities,  includ¬ 


ing  two  new  celebrity  night¬ 
clubs.  one  of  them  owned  by 
Gloria  Esiefan.  a  1300-seal 
performing  arts  theatre,  a  24- 
screen  movie  complex  and  two 
new  Disney'  superstores. 

Disney'  is  also  building  two 
cruise  ships,  which  arc  due  to 
come  into  service  in  1998.  to 
link  holidays  at  Disney  World 
with  voyages  around  the  Ca¬ 
ribbean. 

Newly  opened  for  the  25th 
anniversary  celebrations  is  a 
night-time  leisure  complex 
and  hotel,  called  Disney's 


Goofy  in  the  Magic 
Kingdom’s  Cinderella  Castle 


Boardwalk,  themed  on  the 
lines  of  a  tum-of-the-century 
amusement  park.  For  child¬ 
ren,  there  is  a  new  attraction 
called  Mickey's  Toontown 
Fair,  which  enables  them,  via 
a  new  rollercoaster,  to  meet 
Disney  characters. 

For  the  length  of  the  Silver 
Jubilee  celebrations,  which 
last  until  the  end  of  1997.  the 
I85ft-high  Cinderella  Castle  is 
being  decked  out  with  25 
candies.  Previous  visitors  to 
Disney  World  are  also  being 
asked  to  register,  via  Disney 
Stores,  as  “honoured  guests”, 
which  will  entitle  them  to  a 
free  lithograph  when  they  next 
visit  the  resort. 
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French  airline  stops  flying 


HUNDREDS  of  passengers 
are  likely  to  lose  rheir  tickets  to 
southern  France  after  a 
French  regional  airline  ceased 
flying  yesterday.  Steven 
Keenan  writes.  The  inde¬ 
pendently  owned  Air  Liberte 
pulled  our  of  its  two  daily 
routes,  from  Gatwick  to  Bor¬ 


deaux  and  Toulouse,  after 
struggling  to  contain  losses. 
The  withdrawal  comes  after 
Air  France’s  decision  last  week 
to  scrap  its  UK  route  to 
Bordeaux  from  October  28 
and  hand  its  Toulouse  route 
to  a  franchise  partner  airline. 

Under  UK  law.  air  passen¬ 


gers  are  not  protected  unless 
the  ticket  was  part  of  a  holiday 
package  booked  through  a 
protected  travel  agent  or  tour 
operator.  Otherwise,  passen¬ 
gers  who  booked  a  “seat-only” 
flight  can  claim  compensation 
only  if  they  paid  by  credit 
card. 


FREE  WASHBAG  WORTH  £10  WITH  EVERY  ORDER 


Stylish  Suit  Carrier 


Only  £49.99 

ind  p&p  (£34  off  mrrp) 

The  Times  in  association  with 
Equator  Luggage,  gives  you  the 
opportunity  to  buy  this  stylish 
garment  carrier  from  their 
Vienna  collection  at  a  third  off 
the  mrrp  of  £74.00.  At  only 
E49.99  including  p&p.  every 
order  will  also  receive  a  FREE 
matching  washbag  worth  £10.00. 

This  contemporary  design 
comes  in  dark  grey  tear-proof 
fabric,  with  heavy  duty  tips, 
antique  brass  fillings  and  dou¬ 
ble  thick  material  at  all  points 
of  stress,  for  durability. 
Specially  developed  for  today's 
busy  executive  or  frequent  trav¬ 
eller.  die  garment  earner  fea- 
rures  a  moulded  carry  handle, 
detachable  shoulder  scrap  and 
three  external  pockets.  In  addi¬ 
tion  There  is  adequate  space  to 
hana  four  suits  with  packaging 
straps  to  keep  garments  in 
place  and  six  internal  pockets 
for  storing  separates  and  per¬ 
sonal  belongings.  Measuring 
59cm  (deep)  x  53cm  hjnde) * 
(6cm  (wide)  when  Jolded-H es 
in  acceptable 

sage  on  most  airlines.  To  order 
vour  garment  earner  and 
FREE  matching  washba„  for 

only  £49.99  post  coupon  arid 

remittance  or  phone  our  order 

hotline. 
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Hoverspeed  plans  a 
high-speed  boost 


HOVERSPEED  is  planning 
to  double  its  fast-craft  fleet 
based  at  Dover  in  a  direct 
challenge  to  Eurotunnel  next 
summer.  The  company  may 
add  two  Sea  Cats  to  its  existing 
hovercraft  and  introduce  first- 
dass  cabins  in  an  aggressive 
attempt  to  boost  passenger 
numbers. 

Hoverspeed  has  bucked 
trends  this  year,  holding  on  to 
a  10  per  cent  share  of  the  cross- 
Channel  market-  Now  it  aims 
to  take  share  away  from  the 
car-carrying  Le  Shuttle  service 


By  Steve  Keenan 

by  offering  up  to  24  deparfu res 
a  day  on  the  Dover-Calais 
route  next  summer,  cutting 
crossing  times  to  35  minutes, 
the  same  as  Le  Shuttle. 

Geoffrey  Ede,  managing  di¬ 
rector.  said:  “At  the  end  of  the 
day.  the  choice  is  fast  over  the 
Channel  or  fast  under.  The 
ferries  have  still  nor  got  lhe 
plot  right.”  He  ruled  the 
company  out  of  any  merger, 
dismissing  conventional  fer¬ 
ries  as  “dinosaurs”. 

He  added:  “We  have  man¬ 
aged  pricing,  the  mix  and  the 


yield.  Now  it  is  time  to  start 
moving  again  by  expansion." 
The  expanded  fleet  will  enable 
24  sailings  a  day  out  of  Dover 
for  Hoverspeed. 

Within  the  next  two  months. 
Hoverspeed  will  finalise  its 
plans  for  next  summer  and  is 
awaiting  approaches  by  P&O 
and  Siena  on  possible  co¬ 
operation.  Bui  Mr  Ede  said: 
“We  may  just  go  ahead  and  do 
it  anyway." 

The  company  wants  to  put 
prices  up  next  year  and  is  also 
introducing  a  new  first-class 
cabin  to  replace  its  Blue  Rib¬ 
and  club.  Customers  will  have 
to  pay  full  fare  to  gain  access. 

Only  10  per  cent  of  travellers 
paid  full  fore  this  summer, 
compared  with  20  per  cent  in 
previous  years.  But  Mr  Ede 
said:  “I  think  fares  have 
levelled  out.  We  have  made 
decent  profits  for  three  years 
because  we  took  an  intelligent 
approach  to  the  problem.” 


A  monthly  travel  guide  from 
the  detection  agency. 

LOW  RJSK 

Last  month  2.000  troops  were 
deployed  in  the  streets  of  eight 
cities  in  Honduras  to  fight 
mounting  crime.  In  Tanzania 
recently,  vehicles  carrying  for¬ 
eign  nationals  were  waylaid 
and  robbed. 

MODERATE  RISK 
A  German  tourist  has  been 
stabbed  to  death  during  a 
robbery  while  sightseeing  in 
the  Pretoria  area  of  South 
Africa.  Carjackings  in  Greater 
Johannesburg  have  declined, 
but  firearms  were  used  in  94 
per  cent  of  the  incidents  which 
did  occur. 


HIGH  RISK 

Several  tourist  spots  in  Israel, 
including  Jerusalem  and  Beth¬ 
lehem.  have  been  affected  by 
fierce  fighting  between  Pales¬ 
tinian  and  Israeli  security 
forces.  Pakistan  also  remains 
high  risk.  Afghans  are  sus¬ 
pected  of  being  part  of  a 
terrorist  ring  planning  to  dis¬ 
rupt  the  Asia  Pacific  Economic 
Co-operation  (Apec)  summit  in 
the  Philippines  in  November. 

TENSION  DATES  • 

On  October  4.  1989,  German 
unification  occurred.  Violent 
rallies  are  possible  on  rhe 
anniversary.  Chile's  Lautaro 
Yourh  Movement  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  mark  the  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  its  founding  on  October 
5, 1987.  with  bombings. 

Anwar  Sadat  of  Egypt  was 
assassinated  on  October  0. 
1981,  and  opponents  of  the 
peace  process  could  carry  out 
attacks.  October  6  is  also  the 
anniversary  of  the  beginning 
of  the  1967  Six  Day  War. 
October  7  marks  the  founding 
of  Peru's  Communist  Pan y 
and  also  the  sentencing  10  life 
imprisonment  of  die  Shining 
Path  leader  Abimael  Guzman 
Reynoso. 

•  Pinkerton:  01Sl-t24  SSS4 


The  Sea  Cat  Hoverspeed  may  buy  two  of  the  fast  craft 


Tourism  falls  victim 
to  Ulster  violence 

By  David  Churchill 


NORTHERN  Ireland  tourism 
officials  are  bracing  them¬ 
selves  for  a  25  per  cent  fall  in 
tourists  this  year  since  the 
renewal  of  violence. 

The  sharp  fall  in  tourist 
numbers  will  come  as  a  disap¬ 
pointment,  but  officials  say 
privately  that  such  a  slump 
had  been  expected.  However, 
they  say,  visits  to  Northern 
Ireland  this  year  would  still  be 
about  a  quarter  higher  than 
the  1994  pre-ceasefire  figures. 

The  numbers,  including 
business  travellers,  as  well  as 
tourists,  are  expected  60  have 


fallen  by  I  i  per  cent  on  1995, 
but  will  be  7  per  cent  higher 
than  in  1994.  Spending  by 
visitors  is  also  estimated  at 
6  per  cent  down  on  last  year, 
but  10  per  cent  up  on  1994. 

Evidence  of  continuing  sup¬ 
port  for  Northern  Ireland,  in 
Spite  of  the  ending  of  the 
ceasefire,  came  yesterday 
from  the  NI  Conference  Bu¬ 
reau.  Michael  McCormick,  its 
manager,  said:  “Despite  the 
difficulties . . .  we’ve  recorded 
a  25  per  cent  increase  in  inqui¬ 
ries  from  May  to  August  over 
rhe  same  period  last  year." 


Hotels  install  video  links 


SIX  British  hotels  have  in¬ 
stalled  the  first  video  confer¬ 
encing  network  in  the  country. 

The  hotels  in  the  Millenni¬ 
um  and  Copthome  group  are 
hoping  to  save  business  travel 
costs,  while  boosting  use  of 
their  meeting  rooms.  But  the 


option  does  not  come  cheap. 

A  one-hour  face-to-face 
meeting  on  screen  between, 
say,  colleagues  in  central 
London  and  Glasgow  will  cost 
£420 — compared  with  a  folly 
flexible  British  Airways  return 
of  £240. 
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FOOTBALL:  BAND  STRIKES  UP  WITH  FOREST  FORWARD  ANSWERING  MUSIC'S  DRAW 

McGregor  sounds  out  latest  score 


TARAS  KOWU-iy 


By  Richard  Hobson 

FOOTBALLERS  might  have 
lived  like  pop  stars  for  years, 
but  attempts  to  imitate  them 
professionally  are  best  stran¬ 
gled  at  the  sound  check.  The 
obligatory  record  is  the 
downside  of  modem  FA  Cup 
final  routine  and  Kevin 
Keegan  set  a  less  than  dulcet 
tone  for  individual  efforts 
almost  20  years  ago.  Others, 
unfortunately,  have  followed 
in  a  similar  key. 

This  sorry  fact  means  that 
Paul  McGregor  has  to  break 
down  a  prejudice  as  thick  as 
the  Thames  Barrier  to  be 
taken  seriously  in  the  music 
world.  Yet  he  is  determined  to 
give  it  his  very  best  shot. 

Until  now  McGregor  has 
been  known  as  a  promising 
striker  at  Nottingham  Forest 
His  quarter-hour  of  fame 
came  against  Lyons  at  the  City 
Ground  last  year,  when  his 
goal  proved  enough  to  take 
Forest  into  the  quarter-finals 
of  the  Uefa  Cup.  Those  with 
particularly  good  memories 
may  also  recall  that  he  scored 
in  his  next  appearance,  too. 
against  Manchester  United. 

The  long-term  injury  that 
has  befallen  Steve  Stone  is 
likely  to  mean  further  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  die  21-year-old  in 
the  weeks  ahead.  Away  from 
the  game,  the  spotlight  is 
about  to  be  turned  on  him  in  a 
more  literal  sense. 

McGregor  is  the  vocalist 
and  chief  songwriter  in  a  four- 
piece  Britpop  band  called 
Merc,  who  make  their  live 
debut  at  Rock  City  in  Notting¬ 
ham  tonight.  The  club  has 
played  host  to  Oasis,  Blur  and 
Pulp  among  others  over  the 
past  three  years  and  this  time 
McGregor's  team-male,  Scot 
Gemmill.  will  offer  encour¬ 
agement  as  the  DJ.  Six  days 
later,  coinciding  with  En¬ 
gland's  World  Cup  qualifying 
match  against  Poland  at 
Wembley.  Merc  will  play  at 
The  Wag  in  Soho. 

Among  those  promising  to 
attend  that  concert  is  Alan 
McGee,  president  of  the  Cre¬ 
ation  tecord  label,  which  is 
home  to  Oasis,  generally  rec¬ 
ognised  as  the  biggest  British 
group  since  The  Beatles. 
McGregor,  who  at  least  looks 
the  part  with  his  bleached, 
straggly  hair,  told  McGee 
about  his  group  while  back- 
stage  at  the  recent  Oasis 
concert  at  Knebworth. 

“I  am  not  daft.  Pteople  will 
come  along  because  there  is  a 
footballer  in  the  band,  but  I 
think  they  will  leave  with  the 
impression  that  we  are  really, 
really  good.  For  our  first  two 
concerts  the  interest  among 
record  companies  is  im- 


McGregor  belts  out  the  lyrics  of  his  own  song  as  he  sets  out  to  launch  a  parallel  career  to  football  with  die  Britpop  band,  Merc 

MATTHEW  ASHTON 


mense.”  McGregor  said.  A 
pair  of  acoustic  sessions 
staged  for  local  radio  have 
been  well  received. 

This  is  no  whim.  lytcGregor 
has  been  in  one  band  or 
another  since  the  age  of  13. 
originally  performing  cover 
versions  of  The  Doors  and  the 
Sex  Pistols.  He  has  since 
written  ten  songs  of  his  own 
that  he  believes  are  good 
enough  to  be  recorded. 

Slipping  into  a  parlance  that 
would  impress  the  Gallagher 


with  flu.  Normally  the  band 
rehearse  up  to  four  times  a 
week  with  sessions  known  to 
last  for  six  hours  on  a  Sunday. 
It  is  a  heavy  commitment  ami 
the  worry  is  that  such  activi¬ 
ties  will  detract  from  the 
performances  of  a  footballer 
who  is  yet  to  fulfil  his  poten¬ 
tial.  having  scored  a  dub 
record  49  youth  team  goals  in 
the  1991-92  season. 

“Before  the  Rock  City  con¬ 
cert  was  fixed  up  1  went  to  see 
the  manager  (Frank  Clark]  to 


"He  looks  the  part  of  a  pop  star  with 
his  bleached  and  straggly  hair* 


brothers,  he  said:  “My  lyrics 
are  about  everything  and 
nothing.  Some  of  them  are 
quite  meaningful.  Others 
descend  into  drivel.  I  honestly 
cannot  think  of  a  good  song 
people  associate  with  football. 
World  in  Motion,  by  New 
Order,  was  all  right,  but  I 
would  like  to  think  1  can 
change  that  image." 

Plans  to  record  a  demo  tape 
a  fortnight  ago  were  shelved 
when  McGregor  went  down 


tell  him  about  the  publicity  I 
thought  l  would  get.” 
McGregor  said.  “He  was  fine 
about  it 

“He  plays  the  guitar  himself 
and  sings  Beatles  songs  at  our 
Christmas  da  so  he  was  very 
interested.  If  we  sign  with  a 
record  company  everything 
would  have  to  fit  around 
football.” 

Until  six  months  ago 
McGregor  still  shared  a  bed¬ 
room  with  his  13-year-old 


brother  at  the  family  home  in 
Chilwell.  He  has  now  moved 
to  a  fashionable  private  estate 
on  the  outskirts  of  Notting¬ 
ham.  His  home  overlooks  the 
county  tennis  headquarters, 
once  the  stage  of  the  presti¬ 
gious  John  Player  event,  and 
the  squash  dub  that  the 
international  players,  Peter 
Marshall  and  Simon  Parke, 
have  made  their  base. 

Signed  photographs  of  the 
singer-songwriter.  Paul  Wel¬ 
ler.  and  McGregor’s  favourite 
group.  The  Verve,  take  pride 
of  place  in  the  living  room 
although  his  contribution  to 
an  exhibition  of  paintings  at  a 
gallery  in  Calverttm  (he  was 
recently  awarded  a  grade  A  at 
A  level  in  art)  is  out  of  view. 

With  the  confidence  of 
youth,  he  answers  every  ques¬ 
tion  bar  one  with  articulate 
spontaneity.  Would  he  rather 
score  a  winning  goal  for 
England  or  perform  on  stage 
with  Oasis? 

“That’s  almost  impossible,” 
he  said.  “I  suppose  if  the 
match  kicked  off  at  right  I 
could  score  the  goal,  get  in  a 
helicopter  and  make  it  for  the 
encore.  That  would  be  just 
about  perfect." 


The  talented  Forest  forward  shows  his  true  colours 


TENNIS 

Rusedski 
serves  up 
display  of 
power 

By  Our  Sports  Staff 

GREG  RUSEDSKI,  of  Great 
Britain,  moved  into  the  quar¬ 
ter-finals  of  the  Singapore 
Open  yesterday,  dismissing 
Grant  Stafford,  of  South  Afri¬ 
ca,  in  straight  sets.  Rusedsla 

used  his  big  service  to  secure  a 
7-6.  6-4  victory  on  a  fast 
surface  at  the  indoor  stadium, 
and  set  up  an  encounter  with 
another  big-hiticr.  Andrei 
Olhovskiy.  of  Russia,  who  put 
out  patrik  Fredriksson  7-5, 
6-2.  Fredriksson.  of  Sweden, 
caused  an  upset  on  Tuesday 
by  defeating  tiie  No  3  seed, 
Paul  Haarhuis.  from 
Holland. 

The  first  set  between 
Rusedski  and  Stafford  pro¬ 
duced  no  service  breaks,  but 
the  Briton  overwhelmed  the 
South  African  in  the  tie-break, 
losing  only  one  point 
Stafford  had  his  chance  to 
break  early  in  the  second  set 
but  Rusedski  saved  the  game 
with  one  of  the  13  acts  he 
served  during  the  80-minute 
match.  “1  felt  so  much  better 
than  yesterday:  I  felt  about  95 
per  cent  wdJ  today." 
Rusedski,  who  has  been  suf¬ 
fering  horn  a  bout  of  flu,  said. 
“My  next  match  is  against 
Olhovskiy.  We  have  never 
played  —  but  I’ll  have  to  be 
playing  welL” 

Richard  Krajicek,  of  Hol¬ 
land.  the  No  2  seed,  survived 
a  dose  call  before  beating 
Nicola  Bruno,  of  Italy.  7-6  6-3, 
in  a  match  that  proved  more 
testing  than  the  result  sug¬ 
gested.  “I  would  rather  do  it 
(bis  way  than  start  by  win¬ 
ning  6-1.  6-L"  Krajicek,  the 
Wimbledon  champion,  said. 

Midi  ad  Chang,  the  world 
No  2.  survived  a  dose  call  of  a 
different  sort  On  Tuesday. 
Chang  defeated  Dennis  van 
Scheppingen,  of  Holland.  60. 
63,  despite  almost  having 
been  run  down  by  a  car  on 
Monday  night,  his  agent  re¬ 
vealed  yesterday.  The  Ameri¬ 
can  had  stepped  off  the  curb 
by  the  stadium.  “It  was  a  near 
tiring."  a  spokesman  said. 

Tim  Henman,  of  Britain, 
started  his  attempt  to  dimh 
into  the  world's  top  20  by  the 
end  of  the  year  with  a  64.  62 
victory  over  Guy  Forget  of 
France,  in  the  first  round  of 
the  men’s  tournament  in  Ly¬ 
ons.  Wayne  Ferreira,  of  South 
Africa,  and  Mare  Rosset  of 
Switzerland,  both  former  win¬ 
ners  of  the  event  were  put  out 
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RUGBY  LEAGUE 

Welsh  club 
turns 
down  first 
division 

Br  Christopher  Irvine 
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SOUTH  Wales  yesterday  re¬ 
fused  an  offer  to  play  in  the 
first  division  next  season  and 
pulled  out  of  the  Rugby  Foot¬ 
ball  League  (RFL),  three  weeks 
after  the  fledgeling  club  was 
denied  a  fast  track  into  the 
Super  League.  It  is  not  quite 
the  death  knell  for  the  game  in 
the  Principality,  but  without  a 
professional  team,  the  future 
appears  bleak. 

It  was  Super  League  or  bust, 
and  without  a  place  among  the 
elite,  the  team  has  folded. 
Mike  Nicholas,  the  South 
Wales  chairman,  said  last 
nighc  “We  were  ready  for  A 
Super  League  and  were  given 
it  wily  for  it  to  be  taken  away. 

We  have  made  certain  propos¬ 
als  to  the  RFL  to  carry  on 
developing  the  game,  but  only 
if  they  make  us  a  special  case 
for  expansion." 

The  RFL  might  now  put 
£250,000  earmarked  for  South 
Wales  into  development. 
Maurice  Lindsay,  the  RFL 
chief  executive,  who  had  mis¬ 
givings  over  the  club’s  finance 
and  playing  strength,  said: 
“They  felt  that  division  one 
would  be  a  halfway  house  and 
that  people  in  South  Wales 
want  to  watch  the  best  or 
nothing.  I'm  personally  disap¬ 
pointed  because  1  was  a  big 
fan,  but  they  still  have  plans  to 
apply  for  Super  League  in  1998 
or  beyond." 

The  loss  of  South  Wales 
means  that  11  dubs  will  oper¬ 
ate  in  both  the  first  and  second 
divisions,  but  an  extended 
March  1  to  October  5  season 
next  year  will  incorporate  a  .-j 
new  play-off  competition.  The 
Super  League  fixture  format 
will  be  determined  by  a  court 
derision  on  Friday  involving 
the  Super  League  in  Australia. 
Meanwhile,  the  RFL  board  of 
directors  rejected  an  attempt 
by  the  lower  division  dubs  to 
form  their  own  marketing 
company. 

Karie  Hammond  scored 
three  tries  in  a  42-16  defeat  by 
Great  Britain  of  a  Fijian 
President’s  XIII  in  Lautoka 
yesterday,  in  pressing  his 
claims  for  a  place  against  Fiji 
on  Saturday.  Hammond  also 
set  up  tries  for  Joey  Hayes 
and  Keith  Senior. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  XBL  S  PrasooK  (SI 
Helens);  J  Hayes  (SI  Hahns).  B-J  Mtfher 
(Perth).  K  Senior  (Sheffield).  J  CrtteHew 
.  •):  K  Hammond  (Si  Helens).  T 


i).U  Cassidy  WoanJ.C 
.  s).  Substitutes;  A  Suttwn 

(St  Helens).  S  UoHoy  (Foatherstane).  A 
Martey  (Leeds).  B  Dwyer  (Bradford). 
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By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 

The  Lederer  Memorial  Trophy  is  the  most  prestigious  invitation 
teams  event  in  Great  Britain.  This  hand  won  the  best  played 
hand  award  for  Glyn  Liggins  in  the  1992  event 


Dealer  Sooth 


Game  all 


w 


1 1ff  (12-14)  Pass 
2S 


B 

PI 


BI 


Contract  Four  Spades  by  South 
Pa 

(I)  This  showed  a  strong  hand, 
■J  not  necessarily  clubs.  When 
the  opponents  open  a  weak  no- 
“  trump,  it  is  important  to  be 
able  to  tell  partner  that  you 
s«  aave  a  good  hand,  otherwise 
/ou  can  be  talked  out  of 
sb  (omething.  In  my  view,  this 
clai  iast  hand  is  not  strong 
!£!  mough  for  the  action.  On  this 
<m|  jccasion,  the  effect  of  East's 
uneilouble  was  to  tell  declarer 
£21  iow  to  play  the  hand. 

“»{ 

ouri  Jggins  won  the  king  of  dia- 
SHi  nonds  in  hand  and  played  a 
A!«i  pade  to  the  king  and  a  spade 
Hijack  to  his  jack.  He  now 
FMKcj  lucked  a  diamond  to  East. 
Cast  switched  to  the  king  of 
sni  tubs  which  declarer  won. 
ien  drew  the  last  trump.  He 
Hppj  fayed  a  diamond  to  the  ace, 
chuffed  a  diamond,  ruffed  a 
(tib.  cashed  his  diamond 
Loot  tinner  and  exited  with  the 

VlCtl 

HOW/  — — - ; — - 

Fish  ■„..■■■■  • : 

Sopi  ■  ■■  ■ 

wnu 


*Q32 
VAK42 
•  Q  JS8 
OK  8 


2C  Double  (1) 

45  All  Pass 

Lead:  Ten  of  diamonds 

queen  of  hearts.  By  now, 
dummy  and  East  had  nothing 
but  hearts,  and  East  had  no 
option  but  to  win  and  concede 
the  last  trick  to  dummy's  jack 
of  hearts.  Well  played,  but 
declarer  had  certainly  been 
helped  by  the  bidding  —  if  the 
opposition  had  been  silent,  he 
would  no  doubt  have  tried  to 
set  up  an  extra  trick  in  hearts 
by  leading  twice  towards 
dummy’s  two  honours. 
Liggins  was  the  only  declarer 
to  make  Four  Spades. 

The  1996  Lederer  will  be 
played  at  the  Young  Chelsea 
Bridge  Club,  32  Barkston  Gar¬ 
dens.  Earls  Court  on  October 
12  and  13.  Inquiries  to  Chris 
Duckworth  on  0171-385  3534. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


WORD-WATCHING 


28th 

Cat* 

HewT.-ard  parts 


By  Philip  Howard 


IfJJJ  IMOGEN 
bow  A  British  princess 
Sy*{  A  bandit  in  disguise 
.  Wife  of  Titus  Andronicus 


Ann  • 

DavuHAISSA 
BuU“  A  wronged  maiden 
A  wicked  step-sister 
Wife  of  Pferides 


BUTTS 

a.  A  rustic  down 

b.  A  royal  doctor 

c.  The  groundlings 

GONZALO 

a.  An  aged  courtier 

b.  A  conspirator 

c.  The  Duke  of  Milan 

Answers  on  page  46 


By  Raymond  Keene 
chess  correspondent 

Gold  for  Russia 

Russia,  headed  by  Garty 
Kasparov,  won  the  gold  medal  in 
the  chess  Olympiad  in  Erevan, 
Armenia.  In  spite  of  an  overall  fine 
performance,  winning  most  of 
their  matches  and  losing  only  one. 
against  Spain.  England  appear  to 
have  missed  out  on  the  medals. 
They  tied  with  the  United  States 
for  third  place,  but  provisional 
calculations  indicate  that  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  will  take  the  bronze 
medal  on  the  tie-break 
LEADING  SCORES:  1.  Russo  38  If  (put  at 
561.  2.  Utaane  35.  equal  3.  Uni Bed  States 
and  England  34.  equal  5.  Armena.  Bosnia 
and  Spam  33£  Scotland  and  Ireland  each 
saved  28  ^de.  Wafes  26».  Jersey  20  and 
Guernsey  19S 

Women’s  Olympiad 

Another  disaster,  following  on  the 
3-0  defeat  by  Russia  in  the  thir¬ 
teenth  round,  pushed  England 
down  (o  equal  tenth.  In  the  final 
round,  they  lost  2 hi -4  to  Romania. 
LEADING  SCORES:  1.  George  X  (out  ol 
42).  equal  2.  China  and  Russo  28H:  < 
Utaaoe  26'-.:  S.  Hungary  36  Bi^and 
scored  Wpfs.Scaliard  1 9:*  and  Ireland  19 

Sadler’s  triumph 

The  leading  player  in  the  England 
team  was  Matthew  Sadler,  who 
scored  10b  out  of  13.  but  was. 
curiously,  dropped  in  the  last 
round,  when  England  needed  a  big 
win  against  Hungary  to  clinch  the 
bronze  medal.  In  the  event  Eng¬ 
land  did  win.  but  only  by  2h-lh. 
with  Short  bearing  Judit  Folgar 
and  Adams,  Speehnan  and  Hodg¬ 
son  drawing,  respectively,  against 
Ptntisch,  Alrnasi  and  Lefco. 

While:  Carsten  Hoi  (Denmark) 
Blade  Matthew  Sadler  (England) 

Erevan  Olympiad 
Armenia.  September  1096 

Queen's  Gambit  Accepted 

1  d4  d5 

2  NO  NS 

3  c4  dkC4 

4  63  t£ 


5  Bxc4 

c5 

6  0-0 

a6 

7  Nc3 

b5 

8  Bb3 

Bb7 

9  062 

Nbd7 

10  Rdl 

Ob6 

11  a4 

CA 

12  Bc2 

b4 

13  a5 

Oc7 

14  Na4 

Rc8 

15  84 

b3 

16  Bbl 

QjraS 

17  e5 

Nd5 

18  NgS 

Bt>4 

19  Qf3 

R18 

20  Qh5 

Kdfi 

21  Nxf7+ 

KC7 

22  Nd6 

Bcd6 

23  exdB+ 

Kb8 

24  Nc5 

deal 

25  Nxd7+ 

Ka7 

26 

RxfB 

27  Be4 

c3 

28  b*C3 

b2 

29  Bd2 

N14 

30  Qg4 

Bxe4 

White  resigns 

Diagram  of  final  position 

S 

bed 


1  g  h 


Fide  election 

In  the  election  for  the  post  of 
president  of  Fide,  the  world  chess 
federation,  the  incumbent  Kirsan 
Ilumzmrrv,  the  colourful  president 
of  the  autonomous  Russian  Repub¬ 
lic  of  Kalmykia,  easily  defeated  his 
rival  candidate.  Sunye  Net  a.  the 
Brazilian  grandmaster.  A  thin! 
candidate,  Bachar  Koually.  the 
French  grandmaster,  had  earlier 
withdrawn. 

□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on  chess 
Monday  to  Friday  in  Sport  and  in 
the  Weekend  section  on  Saturday. 


WINNING  MOVE 


■J 


By  Raymond  Keene 

White  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Mason  — 
Winawer.  Vienna.  1S82.  In  this 
position,  White  found  a  bril¬ 
liant  way  to  break  the  link 
between  the  black  queen  on  g8 
and  the  rook  on  b8.  Can  you 
see  it? 

Solution  on  page  46 
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BASEBALL:  TEXAS  END  35  YEARS  AMONG  ALSO-RANS  IN  STYLE 

Orioles  make  flying  start  to  play-offs 


By  Keith  Biackmore 

THE  first  round  of  baseball’s  divisional 
play-offs  began  12  minutes  late  and  then 
produced  a  string  of  surprises.  The  opening 
game  of  the  post-season,  between  the 
Baltimore  Orioles  and  Cleveland  Indians, 
on  Tuesday  was  held  up  as  the  umpires 
belatedly  agreed  to  officiate  the  game. 

Their  union  had  threatened  a  strike  if 
Roberto  Alomar,  the  Orioles’  second 
baseman,  was  allowed  to  escape  immedi¬ 
ate  suspension  for  spitting  at  and  insult¬ 
ing  an  umpire  last  Friday.  At  the  eleventh 
hour,  they  agreed  to  work  pending  a 


meeting  to  be  held  today.  Alomar  was 
allowed  to  play. 

When  the  game  did  begin,  it  was  the 
Orioles  rather  than  the  heavily-fancied 
Indians  who  made  up  for  lost  time.  Brady 
Anderson,  the  Orioles  lead  hitter,  who 
struck  50  home  runs  during  the  regular 
season,  hit  his  51st  in  his  opening  at  bat. 
the  thirteenth  time  he  had  done  so  in  the 
first  inning  in  1996,  and  the  Orioles  never 
looked  back.  Surhoff  homered  twice  and 
Bonilla  hit  a  grand  slam  (a  home  run  with 
the  bases  loaded)  to  give  the  Orioles  a  10-4 
victory  in  the  first  of  the  best-of-five  series. 

In  die  other  American  League  play-off. 


the  Texas  Rangers,  making  their  first 
appearance  in  the  play-offs  in  the  35  years 
since  their  formation,  beat  the  New  York 
Yankees  in  New  York,  61  Juan  Gonzalez 
and  Dean  Palmer  hit  the  decisive  home 
runs. 

To  complete  a  day  of  surprises,  the  St 
Louis  Cardinals  beat  the  San  Diego 
Padres  3-1  in  the  opening  National 
League  playoff  in  St  Louis.  Garry  Gaetti 
scored  ail  the  Cardinals'  runs  in  the  first 
inning  when  he  homered  with  two  men 
on  the  bases.  The  other  National  League 
series  pitches  the  Atlanta  Braves  against 
the  Los  Angeles  Dodgers. 


PUBLIC  NOTICES 


TRE  GUTBMB  GROUP  PEIQIOrt 

awd  ura  xssufc AiflCE  rues 

FOK  OmCTCBtS  AND 


THIS  NOTICE  13  GIVEN 
PUUHJANT  TO  StCIUW  37  Of 
THE  TDDSTES  ACT  I92S 
Tbs  Tmm>  at  tbs  abore  Rn 

"ottos  ibM  tbs  Pin  Is 

wooad  op-  Any  person  sbo 
claim.  sMft - 

tbs  Plan  Is 


bT  isglMsrafl 

pent  10  UM  Tiofteaa  of  Lbs  Han 

cfo  Mr  D  A  Swan  of  BEAQroop 

HjC  A Ms  Hook.  HmpHww  * 

Sootb.  OUdstStOBS.  LssO* 

TXT  wtibln  (bios 
date  below. 


dots,  tbs  Plan's 

ertbotod  In  _ _ 

inovMona  of  lbs  Trust  Dead  and 

In 


Tirosli  _ 

ondsr  lbs  Plan.  Tbs  Trostoss  sO 

lm  ao  Uabdiry  (a  -TIT  TIM  I !■ 


NORWEB  GAS 

Whose  ivgisicfed  office  a 
situated  at  NORWEB  Lsl. 
Talboi  Road.  Manchester.  M 16 
OHQ.  hereby  gives  notice  dwt 
U  has  node  ao  ^plication  fora 
sopphen  licence  to  be  granted 
under  section  7/MIlfbJof  the 
Gas  Act  1995. 
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football 


Clubs  win 


struggle 
to  postpone 
matches 


By  Russell  Kempson 


PERSISTENT  lobbying  of  rhe 
Folk  ball  League  finally  paid 
off  yesterday  when  Nation¬ 
wide  League  dubs  were  given 
the  go-ahead  to  postpone 
matches  if  they  haw  three  or 
more  players,  at  senior  and 
,  .vnder-21  level,  on  internation¬ 
al  duty.  Chariton  Athletic  and 
Ipswich  Town  responded 
immediately  by  calling  off 
their  first  division  matches, 
against  Barnsley  and  Swin¬ 
don  Town  respectively,  this 
weekend. 

Previously,  the  rule  covered 
only  players  involved  in  senior 
internationals.  It  meant  that 
clubs  with  promising  under-21 
players,  who  wen?  absenr 
because  of  selection  by  their 
countries,  had  to  field  weak¬ 
ened  teams  for  league  match¬ 
es.  Many  managers  argued 
char  it  was  ridiculous  to  differ¬ 
entiate  between  senior  and 
under-21  players. 


Don  Goodman,  the  striker 
signed  from  Sunderland  for 
£1  million  by  Wolverhampton 
Wanderers,  is  on  the  verge  of 
making  a  comeback  to  com¬ 
petitive  football  less  than  six 
months  after  fracturing  his 
skull  in  a  dash  of  heads  while 
£  playing  against  Huddersfield 
Town  at  Molineux  on  April 
27.  He  has  been  given  clear¬ 
ance  to  wear  a  protective 
head  guard  in  a  reserves 
match  against  Port  Vale 
tomorrow. 


“We  were  being  penalised 
for  being  successful."  Alan 
Curbishley.  the  Charlton  man¬ 
ager.  said.  “Why  shouldn’t  the 
same  consideration  be  given  to 
the  under-2ls  as  it  is  to  senior 
players?  Our  under-21  players 
are’  our  first-team  players  and 
even  if  we're  missing  only  one 
of  them,  it  hurts  our  side."  . 

Until  the  new  ruling  yester¬ 
day.  Charlton  would  have  had 
to  have  played  against  Barns¬ 
ley  on  Saturday  without 
Shaun  Newton  and  Richard 
Rufus,  who  have  been  called 
up  by  England  Under-21  for 
their  match  against  Poland, 
and  John  Robinson,  who  will 
play  for  Wales  in  their  World 
Cup  qualifying  tie  against 
Holland  in  Cardiff. 

J  After  pressure  from  Cur¬ 
bishley  and  managers  in  simi¬ 
lar  positions,  the  Football 
League  canvassed  the  first 
division  clubs  on  their  views. 


Though  the  vote  was  only 
narrowly  in  favour  of  extend¬ 
ing  the  rule  to  include  under- 
21s.  Curbishley  feels  that  the 
move,  ultimately,  should  help 
every  dub. 

“1  gather  there  was  a  bit  of 
opposition,  but  it  could  be 
their  turn  next,"  he  said.  "It's 
not  as  if  we're  talking  about 
once  a  year,  it’s  four  or  five 
rimes.  There's  also  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  denying  our  supporters 
the  chance  to  see  our  best 
players.  Having  to  postpone 
our  game  only  three  days 
before  it  was  due  to  be  played 
is  not  the  best  state  of  affairs, 
either,  but  at  least  the  problem 
has  been  addressed." 

George  Burley,  the  Ipswich 
manager,  also  welcomed  the 
move.  For  the  game  against 
Swindon,  he  would  have  lost 
James  Scowcroft  and  Tony 
Vaughan,  who  are  in  the 
England  Under-21  squad,  and 
Claus  Thomsen,  who  has  been 
selected  for  Denmark’s  World 
Cup  match  against  Greece 
next  week.  “It  makes  sense,” 
he  said.  “We  haven't  got  the 
biggest  of  squads  and  to  be 
missing  three  players  was  just 
too  many." 

Seven  Nationwide  fixtures 
have  been  postponed  this 
week,  due  to  international 
commitments,  and  the  tele¬ 
vised  meeting  between  Crystal 
Palace  and  Sheffield  United, 
at  Selhurst  Park  on  Sunday, 
could  also  be  lost.  Palace  were 
initially  prepared  to  play,  even 
without  Chris  Day.  Bruce 
Dyer  and  Ray  Houghton  — 
"We’ll  just  get  on  with  it" 
Dave  Bassett  the  Palace  man¬ 
ager.  said  —  but  they  have 
now  had  second  thoughts, 
with  Tony  Scully  called  up  for 
the  Ireland  Under-21  squad, 
Danny  Boxall  on  standby  for 
England  Under-2ls  and 
Dougie  Freedman  also  being 
considered  for  duty'  by  Craig 
Brown,  the  Scotland  coach. 
Tlie  League  is  expected  to 
consider  Palace's  plight  today. 

Earlier  this  week.  Bobby 
Gould,  the  Wales  manager, 
cheekily  circumnavigated  the 
old  rule  by  promoting  Lee 
Jarman,  Scott  Young  and  Pat¬ 
rick  Mountain,  the  young 
Cardiff  City  trio,  from  the 
under-21  to  the  senior  squad.  It 
enabled  Cardiff  to  call  off  their 
third  division  matches  against 
Rochdale,  on  Tuesday,  and 
Chester,  on  Saturday.  Now. 
there  should  be  no  need  for 
such  manoeuvres. 


Le  Ussier  rides  Merson’s  tackle  during  yesterday’s  England  training  session  at  Bisham  Abbey.  Photograph:  Ian  Stewart  Report  page  48 

Protest  over 
approach  to 
Kanchelskis 


Walker  guides 
Norwich  to  top 


Lee  angry  at  being 
led  up  false  trails 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


NORWICH  City  spent  many 
a  month  regretting  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  Mike  Walker  from  the 
manager's  office  at  Carrow 
Road.  It  was  a  symptom  of 
other  problems  at  the  dub  and 
the  signal  for  a  steady  decline 
from  the  heady  days  of  meet¬ 
ing  and  bearing  Bayern  Mu¬ 
nich  in  the  Vefa  Cup.  Now. 
however.  Walker  is  back  and 
an  encouraging  autumn  in 
East  Anglia  is  threatening  to 
develop  into  a  full-blown 
revival. 

On  Tuesday.  Norwich  went 
to  the  top  of  the  Nationwide 
League  first  division  courtesy 
of  a  4-1  thumping  of  Grimsby 
Town,  a  result  all  the  more 
commendable  because  it  was 
at  Blundell  Park.  Grimsby, 
not  at  home.  Darren  Eadie 
scored  their  opener  after  just 
two  minutes  and  though  Ash¬ 
ley  Pickling  equalised  four 
minutes  later.  Eadie  promptly 
made  it  2-1.  Andy  Johnson 
made  it  3-1  on  the  half-hour 
and  Keith  O’Neill  made  it  four 
nine  minutes  from  the  end. 
Grimsby  may  argue  that  the 
42nd-rainute  dismissal  of 


Gary  Childs  for  his  second 
booking  hardly  helped  them, 
but  the  points  were  wrapped 
up  long  before  then. 

Barnsley's  l-l  draw  at  Ips¬ 
wich  Town  denied  them  the 
chance  to  lead  the  division, 
while  Crystal  Palace's  impres¬ 
sive  charge  up  the  table  was 
slowed,  if  not  quite  halted,  by 
their  2-2  draw  at  Portsmouth. 

Brentford  continue  to  set  the 
pace  in  the  second  division 
and  their  2-1  win  at  Bristol 
City  extended  their  lead  to  five 
points.  Nicky  Forster  scoring  a 
late  winner  at  Ashton  Gate. 
Carlisle  United  are  the  new 
leaders  of  the  third  division 
after  crushing  Colchester  Uni¬ 
ted  at  Brunion  Park.  David 
Currie.  Qavid  Reeves  and 
Owen  Archdeacon  ensuring  a 
3-0  win.  Fulham,  who  had 
been  top.  lost  2-1  at  home  to 
Torquay  United.  Garry  Nel¬ 
son  scoring  twice. 

The  youngest  manager  in 
the  league,  Steve  Parkin,  30, 
saw  a  Scott  Eustace  goal  earn 
his  Mansfield  Town  ride  a  1-1 
draw  at  Hull  City  with  six 
minutes  remaining. 


EVERTON  have  protested  to 
Fifa,  the  world  governing 
body  of  football,  about  an 
alleged  illegal  approach  by 
Fiorenrina  to  Andrei  Kan¬ 
chelskis,  their  Russia  interna¬ 
tional  winger. 

Alan  Myers,  a  spokesman 
for  the  Goodison  Park  dub, 
said  yesterday  that  it  had 
lodged  an  official  complaint 
with  Fifa  over  an  attempt  by 
an  agent  said  to  be  acting  for 
the  Italian  Cup-holders  to 
contact  Kanchelskis,  27. 

Under  Fifa  rules,  dubs  and 
agents  can  only  approach 
players  about  transfer  deals 
during  the  final  six  months  of 
their  contracts.  "Andrei’s  got 
three  years  left  on  his  official 
contract  and.  as  far  as  we’re 
concerned,  hell  be  seeing 
them  out"  Myers  said. 

Mark  McGhee,  the  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Wanderers  manag¬ 
er.  is  hoping  to  complete  the 
signing  of  a  midfield  player 
before  the  match  with  Read¬ 
ing  at  Molineux  on  Saturday. 
McGhee  recently  confirmed 
an  interest  in  Craig  Hignett, 
the  Middlesbrough  player 
valued  at  £750,000. 


By  Peter  Ball 


MANCHESTER  City  have 
once  again  gone  up  a  blind 
alley  in  the  search  to  end  the 
club's  problems.  Last  night 
Frands  Lee.  the  City  chair¬ 
man,  dismissed  the  latest  at¬ 
tempted  takeover,  led  by 
Mark  Guterman.  the  Chester 
City  chairman,  as  another 
false  trail. 

Although  Guterman  had 
cancelled  Tuesday  evening’s 
press  conference,  he  insisted 
that  the  bid  was  still  alive.  Lee 
took  leave  to  doubt  it  "f  would 
say  a  takeover  is  nearly  out  of 
the  question,"  Lee  said,  “al¬ 
though  investment  in  the  dub 
is  still  a  possibility ." 

With  the  search  for  a  new 
manager  still  proving  unsuc¬ 
cessful,  Lee  claimed  that  the 
supposed  bids  for  die  club 
were  proving  more  of  a  hin¬ 
drance  than  a  help. 

“I’m  side  of  all  these  guys 
wasting  my  time,"  he  said.  “In 
the  past  12  to  13  months,  so 
many  people  have  supposedly 
been  interested  in  the  dub.  but 
not  one  of  them  has  got  it  off 
the  ground. 

“These  nonsensical  propos¬ 


als  take  up  so  much  time,  and 
it’s  not  funny  any  more.  1 
haven't  yer  negotiated  with 
anyone  who  is  interested  in 
buying.  1  am  not  surprised  the 
fans  are  confused.  AU  1  can  tell 
them  is  dial  most  of  it  is 
nonsense." 

The  supporters’  confusion 
is  exacerbated  by  City's  faDure 
to  find  a  manager.  Directors 
at  the  board  meeting  on 
Tuesday  were  forced  to  turn  to 
the  B  list  but  the  decision  of 
Steve  McMahon  to  sign  a  new 
five-year  contract  at  Swindon 
presumably  means  that  one  of 
the  leading  names  on  that  list 
is  no  longer  available. 

“I  would  hope  to  have  a  new 
manager  in  place  before  our 
game  with  Queens  Park  Rang¬ 
ers  a  week  on  Saturday,"  Lee 
said.  “Negotiations  are 
progressing." 

Good  news  for  City  fans 
yesterday  was  that  Georgi 
Kink!  adze  told  Lee  that  he  was 
happy  to  remain  at  Maine 
Road.  The  dub  is  still  waiting 
to  hear  if  Eyerton  intend  to 
increase  their  bid  for  Uwe 
Rosier,  their  German  striker. 


Holland  can  bounce  back  from  Euro  96 


Gullit  optimistic 


HOLLAND'S  bewildering  ability  to 
self-destruct  before  and  during  leading 
tournaments  is  legendary.  Many  a 
promising  Dutch  campaign  has  been 
wrecked  by  internal  strife  between 
coach  and  players  or  between  the 
players  themselves.  This  rime,  as 
Holland  prepare  for  their  opening 
World  Cup  qualifying  group  seven 
match  against  Wales  in  Cardiff  on 
Saturday,  it  will  be  different. 

Ruud  GulliL  the  Chelsea  player- 
manager.  believes  the  lessons  of  Euro 
%  have  been  learnt  and  that  Holland 
will  re-emerge  a  stronger,  more  har¬ 
monious  unit.  He  feels  that  Guus 
Hiddink,  the  Holland  coach,  has 
stabilised  the  ship  and  is  still  the  best 
man  for  an  often  turbulent  job. 

“1  always  felt  Guus  would  do  well 
and  I’ve  no  reason  to  change  that 
opinion  ”  Gullit  said.  ‘He  has  cleared 


Ruud  Gullit  believes  the  once-divided  Dutch  are  ready 


for  a  return  to  better  days.  Russell  Kempson  reports 


up  the  difficulties,  there  is  a  different 
attitude  now  and  there  are  no 
problems. 

“There  appeared  to  be  two  factions 
among  the  players  during  Euro  96,  but 
those  were  more  problems  within  the 
clubs  that  were  brought  into  the 
national  team.  They  have  been  re¬ 
solved.  Nobody  thinks  negatively  any 
more;  it  is  a  fresh  start  and  everyone 
will  go  for  it." 

Gullit.  34,  was  no  stranger  to 
controversy  during  his  international 
career,  which  ended  two  years  ago 
after  65  caps  and  16  goals.  He 
frequently  fell  out  with  Leo 
Beenhakker  and  Dick  Advocaai, 


Hid  dink's  predecessors,  and  walked 
out  on  the  Dutch  squad  before  the  1994 
World  Cup  finals  in  the  United  States. 

“Some  players  felt  they  had  more 
power  than  others,”  Gullit  said,  recall¬ 
ing  past  Dutch  conflicts.  “Some  want¬ 
ed  to  play  one  way.  some  wanted  to 
play  another.  There  was  no  one  to  tell 
them  to  shut  up  and  do  it  for  the  team." 

Hiddink  replaced  Advocaai,  but,  dur¬ 
ing  Euro  96,  he  sent  home  Edgar 
Davids,  the  former  Ajax  midfield  player, 
now  with  AC  Milan,  for  making  critical 
comments  about  his  ieam  selection. 
There  were  also  rumours  of  racial 
tension  amid  the  multicultural  squad. 

Gullit  senses  all  is  now  well,  illustrat¬ 


ed  by  Holland’s  recent  2-2  draw 
against  Brazil,  and  that  the  4-1  defeat 
by  England  during  the  European 
championship  finals  was  “just  an 
accident".  He  said:  “There  is  no  long¬ 
term  damage.  If  we  played  England 
again,  I  think  we  would  beat  them."He 
predicts  a  victory  against  Wales,  too. 
though  he  conceded  that  it  is  often 
awkward  when  playing  against  the 
“so-called  smaller  teams” 

It  was  an  opinion  that  did  not  meet 
particular  favour  with  Eddie 
Niedzwiecki,  Gullit's  reserve-team 
coach  at  Stamford  Bridge.  Niedzwie- 
cki,  a  former  Wales  goalkeeper,  who 
won  two  caps  in  the  1980s,  said:  "There 
is  an  arrogance  about  the  Dutch  team 
that  perhaps  we  can  knock  out  of  them. 
We  might  be  a  small  nation,  but  we 
have  a  big  heart  Well  get  stuck  into 
them  and  see  how  they  like  it” 


Hiddink:  in  control 


RUGBY  UNION:  FINANCIAL  INCENTIVES  REGARDED  AS  WAY  OF  KEEPING  EMERGING  TALENT  FROM  GOING  TO  ENGLAND 


Ireland  moves  to  halt  exodus  Europe  ties  sway  selection 


By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


By  David  Hands 


IN  A  week  when  three  of 
Ireland's  four  provinces  have 
still  to  hear  whether  English 
clubs  will  release  players  for 
Heineken  Cup  duiy  Inter  thts 
month,  the  efforts  of  the  [mh 
Rusbv  Fooiball  Union  flKFU? 
to  keep  more  of  its  players  at 
home  will  strike  a  chord  with 
supporters  in  clubs  up  and 
down  rhe  country* 

The  union  is  considering 

contracting  around  p'3*1' 
ers  and.  in  particular,  hopes  Tt 
convince  the  next  generation 
that  it  has  a  future  in 
The  Irish  Schools,  possibly  the 
most  consistently  successful 
area  of  representative  rus  > 
over  the  years,  went  unbeaten 
on  a  nine-match  tour  to  AUS‘ 
trali'a  during  the  summer,  am 
even'  member  of  tfrit  squa 
has 'been  contacted  bv  me 
union  about  his  future. 

It  is  possible  that  bursaries 
could  be  made  available  n 
•hose  contemplating  higher 
education,  but-  in  general-  tnt 
IRFl'  would  like  to  p»»nl  a 


brighter  picture  than  the 
gloomy  prognosis  offered  after 
virtually  the  entire  senior 
squad  accepted  contracts  be¬ 
fore  this  season  to  play  in 
England.  This  will  hinge  on 
the  finance  being  available  not 
only  for  player  contracts  but 
also  to  organise  new  levels  of 
competition. 

When  the  union  meets  next 
month,  it  will  consider  the 
introduction  of  an  All-Ireland 
cup  competition,  and  a  cross- 
border  competition  involving 
Scottish  and  Irish  dubs,  the 
fatter  an  experiment  tried  two 
years  ago  at  provincial  level 
with  no  obvious  benefits.  If 
such  tournaments  are  to  be 

successfully  run.  however,  the 

IRFL'  will  look  hard  at  the 
mistakes  made  in  England 
and  Wales  this  season  and 
also  the  integration  wit* i  do¬ 
mestic  competitions  run  in  the 
other  home  unions  and 

FriS*v  Deacy.  'he  '“V 

prSL.-  Glared  rou,ldly 


that  the  aim  was  ‘the  attrac¬ 
tion  of  Irish  players  back  from 
England  and  the  retention  of 
talented  young  players”,  ’nie 
union  believes  such  an  objec¬ 
tive  to  be  realistic,  given  the 
effective  combination  of  remu¬ 
neration.  a  meaningful  fixture 
list  and  quality,  co-ordinated 


“It  is  fully  accepted  that 


Prosecutors  in  Scotland 
yesterday  ordered  a  police 
inquity  into  an  incident  in 
the  second  division  match 
between  Kelso  and  Edin¬ 
burgh  Academicals  last 
Saturday,  during  which 
Craig  Halfiday,  the  Kelso 
prop  forward  had  his 
jaw  broken  in  two  places, 
apparently  by  a  punch. 


coaching.  In  addition,  it  is 
believed  that  each  province 
will  need  a  professional  man¬ 
agement  team,  so  as  to  ensure 
that  best  use  is  made  of  all 
contracted  players. 


dubs  at  all  levels  are  under 
finandai  pressure,"  Deacy 
said.  "The  union  has  already 
given  a  commitment  to  in¬ 
creasing  the  current  level  of 
assistance  for  dubs."  The 
IRFU  will  put  forward  new 
funding  arrangements  before 
November  17,  when  it  is 
due  ro  meet  club  and  pro¬ 
vincial  branch  representatives 
again. 

O  Henry  Hurley,  the  Ireland 
prop,  wfll  miss  Moseley’s  sec¬ 
ond-division  game  with  Rich¬ 
mond  on  Saturday  because  of 
his  wife's  recent  miscarriage. 
Hurley  was  expected  to  make 
his  debut  for  Moseley,  whom 
he  joined  from  Old  Wesley  in 
the  summer.  "We’ve  told  him 
to  come  back  when  he  can 
think  about  rugby  again." 
Mark  Anscombe.  the  Moseley 
director  of  rugby,  said.  "This 
is  going  to  take  them  a  long 
time  to  get  over  and  this  sort  of 
thing  puts  rugby  into 
perspective-*’ 


ENGLAND’S  top  four  dubs, 
preparing  for  their  entry  into 
Europe  within  the  next  fort¬ 
night  are  likely  to  reveal  their 
playing  hand  with  their  selec¬ 
tions  for  the  Courage  Clubs 
Championship  matches  on 
Saturday  —  the  last  for  the 
first  division  dubs  until  Octo¬ 
ber  30  because  of  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  Heineken  Cup. 

“When  we  get  into  Europe, 
then  you  wfll  see  what  our 
best  XV  is,"  Richard  Best 
director  of  rugby  at  Harle¬ 
quins,  said  last  month  and 
Brian  Ashton,  coach  to  Bath, 
concurs.  “We  will  be  aiming 
for  more  consistency  in  terms 
of  who  plays,  week  in  and 
week  out  rather  than  playing 
on  a  squad  basis,"  he  said, 
though  the  demands  of  too 
many  competitions  have  test¬ 
ed  Bath's  squad  to  the  limit 

Some  of  their  younger  play¬ 
ers,  and  two  of  their  rugby 
league  acquisitions.  learnt  the 
hard  way  in  the  10-10  draw 
with  Llanelli  at  Stradey  Park 


on  Tuesday  in  the  ill-faied 
Anglo-Welsh  tournament 
The  Welshmen,  themselves 
stricken  fry  representative 
calls  and  injuries,  played  with 
spirit  and  forced  errors  out  of 
Henry  Paul  playing  at  foil 
back,  that  were  the  result  of 
lack  of  familiarity  with  rugby 
union  laws: 

The  talented  Wigan  back 
chased  a  ball  from  an  offside 
position,  which  -  allowed 
Frano  Botica.  on  his  debut  for 
Llanelli.  a  successful  kick  at 
goal.  Paul  also  knocked  a  ball 
into  touch  dose  to  his  own 
line.  In  nigby  league  he 
would  be  permitted  to  do  both 
but  on  Tuesday  he  paid  the 
penally  which  is  the  risk  run 
by  any  dub  that  chooses  to 
buy  in  league  players. 

Bath,  at  least  are  paying 
foe  new  tournament  the  com¬ 
pliment  of  fielding  worth¬ 
while  XVs  though,  again, 
their  financial  situation  al¬ 
lows  them  depth  to  their 
squad  which  some  of  the 


underfunded  Welsh  dubs 
cannot  afford.  “If  you  enter  a 
competition,  you  have  a  mor¬ 
al  obligation  to  play  a  strong 
side,”  Ashton  said. 

“It’s  not  only  disappointing 
to  hear  that  dubs  can’t  raise 
sides  in  this  day  and  age,  it’s 
unprofessional.  There  are  re¬ 
percussions  outside  the  com¬ 
petition  itself:  it  means  that 
some  dubs  will  not  have  the 
hefty  programme  they  might 
have  envisaged  and  can  rest 
players  while  others  might  be 
playing  certain  individuals 
three  times  in  eight  days." 

□  Henley,  unbeaten  in 
fourth-division  south  this  sea¬ 
son,  have  raised  the  prize- 
money  for  their  Glemyck 
sevens  tournament  in  May  to 
£25,000.  The  sponsoring  com¬ 
pany  has  agreed  a  further 
five-year  term  and  is  aiming 
for  it  to  become  one  of  the 
biggest  tournaments  on  the 
world  circuit;  last  season  all 
but  one  of  the  English  first 
division  dubs  entered  teams. 


ATHLETICS 


Gunnell 
decides 
on  final 


season 


By  David  Powell 

ATHLETICS  CORRESPONDENT 


SALLY  GUNNELL  whose 
Olympic  despair  left  her  con¬ 
templating  retirement,  is  to 
continue  for  one  more  year. 
Gunnell.  Great  Britain’s  for¬ 
mer  Olympic  champion, 
world  champion,  and  world 
record-holder  in  the  400  me¬ 
tres  hurdles,  is  back  in  light 
training  two  months  after  her 
Games  ended  in  a  wheelchair. 

Gunnell  began  alternate 
day  running  before  spending 
five  days  in  Angola  visiting 
land-mine  victims  on  behalf  m 
the  Red  Cross.  She  returned 
yesterday  from  Angola  and 
went  direct  to  Birmingham  for 
ihc  first  board  meeting  of  the 
British  Athletes’  Association 
(BAA),  an  organisation  which 
ihe  British  Athletic  Federation 
(BAF)  welcomed  last  weekend 
into  a  power-sharing 
arrangement. 

As  well  as  helping  to  see 
British  athletics  resolve  its 
political  difficulties.  Gunnell 
is  looking  ahead  to  a  full 
indoor  season  before  trying  to 
regain  her  world  tide  in  Ath¬ 
ens  next  summer.  Then  she 
will  retire  to  start  a  family. 

After  completing  a  grand 
slam  of  Olympic,  world.  Euro¬ 
pean  and  Commonwealth 
titles.  Gunnell  suffered  a  foot 
injury  for  which  she  needed 
surgery. 

Having  not  raced  over  hur¬ 
dles  for  20  months,  she  en¬ 
tered  the  Olympic  season 
determined  to  reestablish  her¬ 
self,  but  she  pulled  up  in  her 
Olympic  semi-final  with  a  lorn 
Achilles  tendon. 

Gunnell  had  said  she  would 
be  unlikely  to  continue  if 
further  surgery  were  neces¬ 
sary,  but  has  been  told  that  no 
operation  is  necessary.  "She 
has  been  able  to  run  without 
pain."  Jonathan  Marks,  her 
manager,  said  yesterday.  “She 
remains  incredibly  positive." 

Gunnell  was  one  of  14 
international  athletes  at  the 
BAA  meeting,  held  in  the  BAF 
offices.  The  acrimony  of  last 
year,  when  some  athletes  boy¬ 
cotted  BAF  meetings,  seemed 
a  thing  of  the  past 


CRICKET 


Sri  Lanka 
hunt  for 
new  coach 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


SRI  LANKA,  holders  of  the 
cricket  World  Cup,  who  have 
lost  their  coach,  Dav 
Whatmore.  to  Lancashire,  are 
to  advertise  ‘locally  and  inter¬ 
nationally"  for  a  successor, 
Upaji  Dharmadasa,  the  board 
president  said  yesterday. 

Although  the  board  had  not 
expected  Whatmore  to  leave 
“at  this  stage",  Dharmadasa 
emphasised  that  there  had 
been  no  ill  feeling  between 
Whatmore  and  Sri  Lanka 
officials. 

The  Australia  captain, 
Mark  Taylor,  looking  forward 
to  his  side’s  first  Test  for  eight 
months,  against  India  in  New 
Delhi  next  week,  said  his 
priority  was  to  get  the  players 
“out  of  one-day  mind-set  and 
into  playing  five-day  cricket." 

Despite  the  absence  of 
Shane  Wame.  Taylor  said  he 
was  confident  Australia  were 
equipped  to  cope  with  any  sort 
of  pitch  India  might  provide. 
"We  have  four  players  who 
can  bowl  spin  and  if  there  is  a 
turning  pitch  I  am  sure  we  can 
apply  pressure." 

Brian  Lara  is  the  first  recipi¬ 
ent  of  the  £10.000  Ceat  inter¬ 
national  cricketer  of  the  year 
award,  sponsored  by  an  India 
tyre  company.  Tlie  runner-up 
was  Mark  Waugh,  of  Austra¬ 
lia-  At  the  presentation,  Lara 
said  his  immediate  goal  was  to 
help  the  West  Indies  to  do  well 
on  their  tour  of  Australia 
which  starts  next  month. 


'FBCrURESi 


football 

Kck-oh  7JO  unless  stated 
AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION: 
League  Cup:  Arsenal  v  Luton  (2  0) 
PONT1NS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE  First 
rfvis «»  PwtVatev  Wolverhampton  (70) 
FA  YOUTH  CUP:  First  round  quaHying: 
Tonbridge  v  Hasbngs:  Horsham  v  Ashtord 
(MUdteSM). 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  Engfch  Schools 
Fuji  F3m  Trophy:  Iparfch  v  Basktor  (a 
kxmnch  Wanderers).  Ma-Asarociation: 
Rotherham  v  Doncaster  (at  Heringihorpg 
Sladum.7  0) 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 


TOUR  MATCH:  Hull  and  East  R Ufa  v 
Australian  Aboriginals  (at  Boufeva d  Hiil 
730). 


OTHER  SPORT. 

EQUESTRIANISM:  Horse  «  the  Year 
Show  [a  Wembley) 

EEHOCKEY:  Supariaague:  Ayr  v 
Newcastle  (B.30) 

GOLF:  British  women's  seniors  Opm  fa 
Pyle  and  Kertrig).  ^  1  ■ 

SPEEDWAY:  Premia  League:  Laidon  v 

TEWg^TA  ***,0  tournament  > 
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EQUESTRIANISM:  RIDER'S  REVIVAL  STEALS  SHOW  ON  OPENING  DAY 


Cassan  and 
Sparticus 
fight  off  the 
challenge 


By  Jenny  MacArthur 


TINA  CASSAN  pained  the 
most  rewarding  win  since  her 
second  Queen  Elizabeth  J1 
Cup  victory  in  1993  when  she 
won  die  SGC  Scaffolding 
grade  C  championship,  the 
main  event  of  yesterday  after¬ 
noon  at  the  Horse  of  .the  Year 
Show,  on  Sparticus. 

In  an  auspicious  start  to  the 
five-day  show  at  Wembley. 
Cassan.  from  Spars  holt,  near 
Wantage,  also  took  third  place 
on  Finch  palm  Ftijyama.  The 
two  horses  were  separated  by 
Mark  Armstrong,  a  member 
of  the  silver  medal-winning 
Great  Britain  team  at  the  1993 
European  championships,  on 
the  six-year-old,  I  wan.  . 

Cassan.  31,  was  propelled  to 
the  forefront  of  the  sport  on 
Genesis,  owned  by  the  late 
Fred  Brown,,  on  which  she 
won  the  1992  Queen  Elizabeth 
II  Cup.  When  Brown  died 
three  years  ago.  the  horse  was 
sold  to  the  United  States 
leaving  Cassan  without  an 
international  ride. 

In  Sparticus.  an  eight-year- 
old  by  Dutch  Courage  owned 
by  Amanda  O'Gorman,  and 
Finchpalm  Fujyama,  a  mare 
of  the  same  age.  she  is  confi¬ 
dent  that  she  now  has  two 
international  propects. 
“There’s  nothing  to  choose 
between  them,”  Cassan  said. 

Sparticus  went  first  in  the 
three-horse  jump-off  and  re¬ 
corded  a  fluent  dear  round  in 
29.12sec.  Armstrong,  who  is 
hoping  I  wan  will'  replace  his 
former  top  horse,  Corella,  who 
died  of  colic  shortly  after  the 
1993  European  'champion¬ 
ships,  took  a  short  cut  after 


fence  two  but  the  young  horse 
wasted  time  in  the  air  with  his 
enormous  jump  and  finished 
in  a  time  of  31.04sec.  After  a 
pause  while  Cassan  wanned 
up  her  second  ride,  she  com¬ 
pleted  a  second  dear  round 
but  finished  just  outside  Arm¬ 
strong's  time  to  take  third 
place. 

Earlier  Sarah  Marshall,  14. 
from  On  gar  in  Essex,  who  is 
competing  at  Wembley  for  the 
first  time,  left  her  more  experi¬ 
enced  rivals  in  the  shade  when 
she  and  Miami  Blare  won  the 
Squibb  and  Davies  junior 
fbxhunter  championship  by  a 
margin  of  I-39sec. 

In  a  thrilling  seven-horse 
jump-off  against  the  dock. 
Marshall  who  appeared  to 
have  brought  most  of  her 
family  and  friends  to  cheer  her 
on.  produced  an  elegant  clear 
round  in  26.73sec.  “I  thought 
at  first  I  might  go  for  a  slow 
dear  round,  but  Steven  said  I 
was  to  go  as  fast  as  I  could," 
she  said,  referring  to  her 
trainer,  Steven  Smith,  the  son 
of  Harvey  and  an  Olympic 
team  silver  medal-winner  at 
the  Los  Angeles  Olympics. 

Unlike  many  of  the  riders, 
Marshall,  who  had  taken 
three  days  off  from  St  John’s 
School  in  Epping  in  order  to 
prepare  for  the  competition, 
has  only  one  pony.  Miami 
Blare,  an  eight-year-old.  was 
bought  from  a  local  dealer 
after  being  spotted  at  the 
Towerlands  Equestrian 
Centre.  “She's  very  quick  — 
sometimes  almost  too  quick, ” 
Marshall  said. 

Grace  Barton.  16,  defending 


Barton,  the  winner  last  year,  has  a  fence  down  in  the  junior  fbxhunter  event 


champion  and  the  rider  Mar¬ 
shall  most  feared,  dropped  out 
of  contention  when  the  spirit¬ 
ed  Grey  Spartan  incurred  12 
faults  in  the  jump-off.  Richard 
Robinson  and  Welsh  Treasure 
lost  their  chance  with  an 
expensive  refusal  at  the  last 
fence.  Angelina  Moore,  the 
last  to  go  on  the  aptly-named 


P  J  Grease  lightning,  gave 
Marshall  some  anxious  mo¬ 
ments  as  they  flew  round  the 
six-fence  course  but  finished 
just  outside  the  winning  time 
to  take  second  place. 

Emma  Edwards,  at  20  a 
seasoned  Wembley  campaign¬ 
er.  continued  her  successful 
season  when  she  and  Wood¬ 


lands  Clover  won  the  Toggi 
Wager  speed  class  from  a  field 
of  61.  Edwards,  who  went 
third  and  then  had  a  nail- 
biting  wait  as  she  watched 
successive  riders  attempt  to 
match  her  time,  has  been 
trained  by  the  showjumper, 
Andy  Austin,  since  she  was 
eight 


BOXING 


MARCA5PLAM3 


McCracken  Gooch  withdraws 


sidesteps 
world  title 
challenge 

ROBERT  McCRACKEN  has 
been  offered  a  world  title  bout 
with  Bernard  Hopkins,  the 
World  Boxing  Association 
(WBA)  middleweight  champi¬ 
on.  Even  though  McCracken 
is  the  WBA  No  2  contender, 
his  manager,  Mickey  Duff,  is 
in  no  hurry  to  accept,  for 
Hopkins  is  a  formidable 
opponent. 

Duff  would  prefer -to  put 
McCracken  in  first  against 
Alexander  Zaitsev,  of  Russia, 
for  the  European  title.  Zaitzev 
should  have  met  Neville 
Brown  an  Tuesday  but  the 
Derby  man  had  to  ay  off  with 
a  back  injury.  If  the  injury 
again  gets  in  the  way  of  a  bout 
with  the  Russian,  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Boxing  Union  would 
almost  certainly  order  Zaitzev 
to  meet  McCracken. 

Duff  said:  “With  the  Euro¬ 
pean  belt,  McCracken  has  an 
excell  ait  chance  of  moving  up 
to  No  1  in  the  rankings  and  as 
mandatory  challenger  well  be 
able  to  get  more  money." 

Both  McCracken  and  Duff 
had  hoped  to  take  an  easier 
route  to  a  world  title  by 
challenging  Lonnie  Bradley, 
the  World  Boxing  Organis¬ 
ation  champion,  and  had 
started  talks,  but  Frank  War¬ 
ren.  the  rival  promoter,  got  in 
first  and  secured  a  bout  for  his 
own  man,  Cornelius  Carr. 

McCracken,  though,  has  an 
injury.  He  damaged  his  elbow 
and  his  trainer.  Paddy  Lynch, 
said  the  boxer  had  to  stop 
training  the  week  before  the 
defence,  on  Tuesday,  of  his 
Commonwealth  title  against 
Fitzgerald  Bruney,  of  Canada. 
"He  could  not  lift  his  arm  on 
Saturday,"  Lynch  said.  “And 
we  thought  we  would  have  to 
call  off  the  fight  with  Bruney." 

In  the  circumstances,  ft  was 
not  a  bad  effort  by  McCracken 
on  Tuesday  to  outpoint  by  ten 
rounds  to  one  the  slippery 
Canadian,  who  had  pushed 
him  dose  1]  months  ago. 


GOLF:  LEADING  PLAYERS  TURN  THEIR  THOUGHTS  TOWARDS  QUALIFICATION  FOR  EUROPE  TEAM 

Johansson  makes  his  point  on  Ryder  Cup  selection 


By  John  Hopkins, 

GOLF  CORRESPONDENT 

WHEN  Per-Ulrik  Johansson  won  the 
Smurfit  European  Open  near  Dublin 
on  Sunday,  he  deflected  attention 
from  the  race  between  Colin  Mont¬ 
gomerie  and  Ian  Woosnam  for  the 
1996  European  order  of  merit.  That 
race  is  nearly  run,  with  Montgomerie 
£143.348  ahead  of  the  Welshman  and 
very  likely  to  win  for  a  fourth 
successive  year.  It '  would  be  a 
remarkable  upset  if  he  failed. 

So  now  thoughts  can  be  switched 
to  issues  such  as  the  composition  of 
the  Europe  team  for  the  Ryder  Cup 
next  year,  and  in  this  regard 
Johansson  did  himself  no  harm  at  all 
in  Ireland.  His  victory  there  moved 


him  up  to  fifth  in  the  points  table, 
bringing  another  dimension  to  the 
German  Masters,  which  starts  near 
Berlin  today. 

How  Johansson  and  the  other 
leading  European  players  are  doing 
in  this  table  is  going  to  be  one  of  the 
themes  at  the  Motzener  See  Golf  and 
Country  Chib  over  the  next  four 
days,  as  well  as  at  every  other  event 
held  until  the  end  of  August  next 
year.  At  that  point  the  leading  ten 
players  in  the  table  will  be  selected 
automatically  for  the  team  to  com¬ 
pete  against  the  United  States  a 
month  later  and  two  more  will  be 
chosen  by  Severiano  Ballesteros,  the 
team  captain. 

It  was  good  for  Ballesteros  that 
Johansson  won  because  the  Swede  is 


a  strong-willed,  ambitious  golfer  who 
competed  in  the  Ryder  Cup  last  year. 
His  eighth  place  in  the  US  PGA  two 
months  ago  has  earned  him  a  place 
in  the  same  event  next  year,  as  well  as 
the  Masters,  so  he  has  made  sure  of 
rigorous  competition  against  not  just 
the  best  in  Europe  but  many  of  the 
best  in  the  world.  Victory  in  Dublin 
helped  him  to  rise  20  places  in  the 
world  rankings  to  No  52. 

Competitors  at  golf  events  in 
Germany  face  an  added  difficulty: 
Bernhard  Langer  almost  always  does 
very  well  in  such  events.  Were 
Langer  to  win  this  week  it  would  be 
his  tenth  victory  in  his  native 
country.  He  has  also  been  runner-up 
twice  in  this  event  which  he  started 
in  honour  of  his  own  victory  in  the 


1985  Masters.  Langer,  39  last  August 
hardly  needs  challenges  but  when 
they  are  presented  he  usually 
answers  them. 

The  challenge  at  this  event  in  1991, 
for  example,  was  to  rehabilitate 
himself  after  the  trauma  of  missing 
the  putt  that  would  have  enabled 
Europe  to  tie  with  the  United  States 
in  the  Ryder  Cup  at  Kiawah  Island. 
Langer  answered  in  the  most 
resounding  way  by  winning  after  a 
play-off.  His  task  now  is  to  maintain 
his  sequence  of  having  won  an  event 
on  the  European  Tour  every  year 
since  1979.  So  Car  this  year  he  has  not 
done  so.  The  odds  must  be  short  on 
him  succeeding  this  week  simply 
because  of  his  iron  will. 

Last  year  the  Motzener  See  course. 


which  is  35  miles  from  Berlin,  yielded 
some  astonishing  scores.  Russell 
Claydon  had  12  birdies  in  one  round 
and  was  17  under  par  after  36  holes, 
both  achievements  equalling  the 
record  for  the  European  Tour.  Lang¬ 
er  chipped  in  at  the  11th  in  his  final 
round  and  then  birdied  four  of  his 
last  six  holes  in  an  attempt  to  catch 
Anders  Fors brand,  of  Sweden.  He 
eventually  finished  second. 

It  is  doubtful  if  there  will  be  such 
low  scoring  again  this  year.  Fairways 
have  been  narrowed  in  the  areas 
where  drives  will  land  and  a  strip  of 
semi-rough  has  been  added  between 
the  fairway  and  the  rough. 
Johansson  will  be  hoping  to  continue 
his  good  form.  He  finished  fourth 
here  last  year,  19  under  par. 


from  A  team  tour 

GRAHAM  GOOCH  yesterday  pulled  out  of  the 
cricket  tour  to  Australia.  The  former  England  and  Essex 
captain,  who  was  due  to  coach  the  15-strong  squad  cm  the 
seven-week  tour  which  starts  on  October  23.  withdrew 
because  his  father.  All  is  ill.  •  . 

He  has  been  replaced  by  Mike  Gatttng,  the  Middlesex 
and  former  England  captain,  who  will  work  ^ 

David  Graveney,  the  tour  manager.  Tim  Lamb,  the  tesiano 
County  Cricket  Board's  chief  executive  elect,  said:  Obvious¬ 
ly  it  is  unfortunate  for  Graham,  but  we  are  lucky  to  have 
someone  to  take  his  place  of  similar  calibre  and 
international  experience." 

Gooch  was  forced  to  retire  unbeaten  on  170  during  Essex  s 
final  county  championship  match  of  the  season  against 
Glamorgan  at  Chelmsford  last  month  to  visit  his  father  in 
hospital.  Gooch.  43.  finished  the  season  as  the  country  s 
leading  batsman  with  1,944  runs. 

Black  strikes  double 

ATHLETICS:  Roger  Black  and  Denise  Lewis  have  beoi 
voted  Britain’s  athletes  of  the  year  by  the  British  Athletics 
Writers'  Association.  Black,  who  won  silver  medals  in  the 
400  metres  and  the  4  x  400  metres  relay  at  the  Olympic 
Games,  previously  won  the  award  in  1986.  Lewis,  who  won 
an  Olympic  bronze  medal  in  the  heptathlon,  is  the  first 
woman  from  the  multi-events  to  win  since  Mary  Peters 
became  Olympic  champion  in  1972. 

Black  was  also  voted  Europe’s  eighth-best  male  athlete 
yesterday,  with  another  Briton,  Jonathan  Edwards,  the 
triple  jump  silver  medal-winner  at  Atlanta,  voted  fifth-best. 
Jan  Zelezny,  the  javelin  thrower  from  the  Czech  Republic 
won  the  Waterford  Crystal  European  athlete  of  the  year 
award:  Svetlana  Masterkova,  the  Russian  middle-distance 
runner,  won  the  women's  prize. 

Uzielli  has  title  in  sight 

GOLF:  Angela  Uzielli  could  hardly  be  better  placed  to  win 
the  British  women’s  senior  open  championship  for  a  fifth 
time  at  Pyle  and  Kenfig  today.  Uzielli  goes  into  the  third  and 
final  round  eight  strokes  dear  of  her  nearest  challenger, 
Valerie  Hassett.  of  Ireland.  Uzielli  put  together  a  round  of  75 
yesterday  for  a  three-over-par  total  of  147  and  although 
Hassett,  four  strokes  adrift  overnight,  reduced  the  deficit  to 
two  at  the  par-five  5th  hole,  where  she  took  a  four  to  Uzielli's 
six,  she  faltered  over  the  back  nine,  with  double  bogeys  at  the 
12th  and  13th  holes,  for  a  round  of  79. 

Lola  ready  to  power  up 

MOTOR  RACING:  Lola,  (he  raring  car  production 
company  that  helped  Nigel  Mansell  to  the  1993  IndyCar 
tide,  is  to  take  on  Formula  One’s  top  engine  manufacturers. 
The  Cambridge-based  firm  is  embarking  on  a  £10  million 
project  to  rival  Peugeot.  Ferrari  and  Mercedes.  Lola  is 
considering  whether  to  return  to  Formula  One  next  season. 
“This  engine  project  will  remove  any  dependence  on  third- 
parties."  Eric  Broadley.  their  founder  said.  Lola  cars  have 
won  the  Indianapolis  500  three  times  and  the  IndyCar 
championship  on  five  occasions. 

Wales  stage  fightback 

HOCKEY:  Wales  restored  much  of  their  pride  in  their  third 
match  in  the  men’s  World  Cup  preliminary  tournament  at 
Cagliari  Sardinia,  coming  from  behind  to  force  a  M  draw 
with  New  Zealand.  Wales  proved  more  than  a  match  for 
New  Zealand  despite  being  without  David  Hacker,  the 
suspended  captain,  and  were  unfortunate  to  trail  toa  god  by 
Umesh  Parag  at  half-time.  Paul  Edwards  equalised  for 
Wales  with  the  first  short  comer  of  the  game  seven  minutes 
after  the  restart. 

Charterhouse  target 

GOLF;  Charterhouse,  eight  times  winners  of  the  Grafton 
Morrish  Trophy,  will  have  their  sights  set  on  a  tenth 
appearance  in  the  final  of  the  annual  Public  Schools  Old 
Boys’  Golf  Association  tournament  when  they  face  RGS 
Worcester  in  the  first  round  at  Hunstanton,  Norfolk, 
tomorrow.  Repton.  the  holders,  have  a  bye  to  the  second 
round  where  they  face  Uppingham.  Repton  beat 
Charterhouse  in  the  quarter-finals  last  year  and  went  on  to 
defeat  KCS  Wimbledon  in  the  finaL 
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BUY  ONE 
BOOK  TO  GET 
ONE  FREE 

The  Times  is  offering  students 
one  of  10  books  FREE  when  you 
buy  a  book  from  either  the 
Penguin  Classic  series  or  the 
Pten  guilt  20th  Century  Classics 
list  from  a  Blackwell'S  bookshop 
before  November  30, 1996.  The 
list  of  free  books  is  on  the 
voucher  which  was  published  in 
Freshers,  Guide  to  Student  Life, 
delivered  free  with  Monday’s 
Times.  All  the  details  of  this  offer 
are  on  page  10  of  the  Guide.  You 
need  to  collect  a  further  three 
tokens  to  add  to  the  one  which  appears  on  the  voucher. 

Win  your  rent  for  a  year 

Blackwell’S  Bookshops,  in  association  with  Penguin  Books 
and  The  Times,  offers  you  the  chance  to  win  a  cheque  for 
£2.000  towards  your  rent  —  and  there  are  three  cheques  to 
be  won.  Simply  collect  three  of  die  six  tokens  in  77ie  Times 
this  week.  Attach  them  to  the  prize  draw  entry  form 
(published  on  Monday)  and  send  it  with  your  name, 
address,  course  and  institution  to:  Win  Your  Rent  Prize 
Draw,  PO  Box  8381,  London  SE7  7ZF.  You  must  be  a  full¬ 
time  student  Closing  date  November  1. 1996. 
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_ BASEBALL _ 

AMERICAN  LEAGUE  Ptey-oSa:  Baftmcro 
10  Cleveland  4  (Baftmore  lead  basi-ol-fire 
senes  1-0):  Texas  6  New  YorV.  2  (Texas  toad 
l-Q). 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Si  Loun  3  Sen  Diego 
1  (St  Lous  teat)  1-0) 

BASKETBALL 

EUROPEAN  CUP:  Group  H:  London 
Tones  61  (Cunningham  16.  Austin  15. 
Hooks  11)  PIT  Ankara  fTre)  72  (Grgn  21. 
Winslow  18.  Pindar  14). 

BOXING 

ASTON  VILLA  LEISURE  CENTRE,  Bir¬ 
mingham:  CommorwmaUh  middleweight 
champmrotup.  Robert  McCracken  (Bir¬ 
mingham.  holder)  bt  Fitageiatd  Bruney 
(Can)  pis  Weftorwttgut  Spencer 
McCracken  iBnmngham)  M  Danny  Qua- 
coe  (CrarMey)  rd  3rd  md  Feather  David 
Moms  (Carafl)  bt  Danny  Thomas  (Telford) 
pts  Cruiser  Robert  Norton  (Stourtxidge)  bt 
Andrew  Benson  IMtie  End)  rsctiffimd  Wet- 
tor  Comoran  Raerede  fWoesajne)  W  John 
Hamsun  (Piymouthj  pts  Light  Robbs 
Srvyei  (Chesterfield)  bt  Svnan  Rating 
(Hayes)  pts.  Uaht-wetter:  Mark  Richards 
Orandsbuiy)  bl  Crag  Hanwefl  (Rugby)  pis. 

CRICKET 

Kenya  Cup 

Kenya  v  Pakistan 

NAIROBI  (Kenya  wan  toss)-  Pataasn  boat 
Kenya  by  Know ttttets 

KENYA 

□  Oudasama  c  Azad  b  SaEm  MaUt .. .  51 

tK  Obama  c  feme  b  Wacpr _  25 

S  Gupta  c  Mom  b  Waqar  ..  —  .-0 
STftaiorunoui  .....  G 

*M  Odumbe  b  Saqtan  ...  - . 1 

H  Modi  c  Saton  Maft  b  SaqLwi  . 3 

A  Karon  run  am  .  _ _  .....  0 

T  Sine  Alms  bSaqlata  ..  _  4 

I  Ofloyo  e  and  b  Saton  Malik  .  .32 

M  Sun  not  oul  _ _  ...  .6 

E  Odumbe  b  Naze  . ._  .  2 

Extras  (lb-3  w-15)  .  .  .  .  IB 

Total  (47  ovafs) _ 14B 

FALL  OF  WICKETS.  1-38. 2-40.  3-51. 4-54. 
S-fi8.  6-5B.  7-62.  8-129.  9-142 
BOWLING  Waqar  Younts  I0C-3I-2  Sha¬ 
hid  Naar  9-2-31-1-  Sacfam  Muslsaq  10-1- 
27-3;  Shared  AJnCi  10-0-32-0.  Saton  Ma*k  B- 
0-24-2. 

PAKISTAN 

Saead  Anwar  c  Otieno  b  M  Sup  .  .  27 

Saton  Bah  bOdoyo  . ..14 

liaz  Ahmed  lt»  b  M  Suj  ..  .  .  .3 

Rama  Raja  b  Odoyo  .  .  .  0 

Safin  MeifcbT  Sup  ..  - -  .  27 

Saeed  Azad  b  Orioyo  .  _  . . .  1 

Mom  Khan  no)  out  .  .  .50  i 

Saqlam  Mushtaq  not  out ...  8 

Extras  (b  4.  lb  5.  nt»4.  »6)  —  19 

Total  (Bwfctj,  402  ovora)  _ 149 

9iaM  Afmb.  W3qar  Younts  and  Sttahri 
Naar  did  not  bat 

FALL  OF  WICKETS.  1-39. 2-45,  3-48.  4-52. 
S-51. 6-115. 

BOWLING-  M  Sup  160-S2-2:  E  Odumbe  2- 
0-13-0:  Odayo  10-255-3.  Kflnm  10-1-32-0. 

M  Odumbe  4-1-120;  T  Sup  43  3-16-1 
Umpres:  l  Peterson  0m)  and  S  K  Bans* 
(Indial. 


EQUESTRIANISM 

WEMBLEY  ARENA:  Horan  of  the  Year 
Star  Toggi  Wager  l.  Woodlands  Dover 
(E  Edwards)  dear  round,  4ft82sec:  2.  Gold 
Hanzen  (A  Levns)  dear.  43.71;  3,  Celtic 
Hero  (P  Crago)  dear.  43.93 

FOOTBALL 

Tuesday's  (a to  results 
NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE:  First  tfvtatorc 
Grimsby  1  Norwcfi  4;  fo&mdi  1  Bairatey  1; 
Oldham  1  West  Brom  1;  Portsmouth  2 
Crystal  Palace  2:  Southend  3  ShcB  Lkd  2: 
Tranmere  0  Oxford  Utd  0.  Second  dMstan: 
Bournemouth  0  Walsafl  1:  Bristol  C4y  1 
Brentford  2;  Buy  1  Burnley  ft  ChestctficJfl  2 
Shrewsbury  1:  Crewe  3  Blackpool  3; 
G*nghafn  1  Notts  County  0:  Plymouth  1 
Peterborough  1;  Wolford  1  Preston  0. 
Wycombe  4  Rotherham  Z  York  2  Bretol 
Rouen  2.  Third  derision;  tenet  1  Scar¬ 
borough  3.  Brighton  1  Lincoln  3.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Utd  5  Dartnglon  2.  Carlisle  3 
Cotetieslcf  0.  Chester  2  Northampton  1: 
Doncaster  2  Hartlepool  1.  Fulham  1 
Torquay  2:  Hereford  3  Sotethorpe  2:  HiN  1 
Mansfield  1;  Leyton  Cnem  i  Swansea  ft 
Wigan  2  Exeter  <J 

VAUXHALL  CONFERENCE:  AJtnncham  1 
StaMxidgc  O'.  Dower  2  Bath  2:  Macclesfield 
1  HaWax  ft  Sough  3  Wohmg  0:  Telford  3 
BromsgKwe  1 

FA  CUP:  Second  ouafifytng  round  re¬ 
plays:  Ffaaon  2  Arnold  0.  Bedwonn  3 
Hoxd  hiy  AMcBc  1.  Alheratone  1  KeCenng 
6:  Bistort  5  Desbotougft  2;  Knypersfoy  t 
SKXXhhdge  O.  Shepshed  Dynamo  1  Soinri 
Borough  ft  Grantham  Town  0  Camay 
Island  1.  Cambridge  City  2  Wroxham  ft 
Chefensford  2  HeybnJpe  Swfls  I:  Grays 
Athlete  0  Hayes  0.  Sransied  2  Hampton  I. 
Yeatfing  0  Sr  Atoms  1;  Fisher  93  0Hondon 
i.  Tontnoge  1  Moiasey  2. 

WILKNSON  SWORD  LEAGUE  CUP: 
Quarter-finds:  Carrie*  i  Unfieid  4.  Ostflery 
1  Portadown  3.  Glen  la  an  4  Coterane  0. 
Crusadors  4  Omagh  Town  2 
LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Fin!  0  Caernarfon  3 
PONTVCS  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMalon: 
Derby  County  1  Shdhdd  Wednesday  1 
(abandoned  natt-tone.  floodlight  tenure). 
Evcrfon  2  Liverpool  I 

UNBOND  LEAGUE:  Pramief  dMalon. 
Gansboraugh  1  Spcmymoor  D.  La*  Town 
1  Boston  Utd  O.  WUton  Alban  2  Mane  2  1 
League  Cup:  First  round:  Cuzon  Ashton  3 
ABiwien  LR  ?  FncMcv  Anna  1  Forsloy 
Celtic  0.  Great  Harwood  Town  3  Woriungton 
I:  Harrogate  Town  3  Stocksbndgc  PS  Z 
Lancaster  City  2  Ndherfield  2  Lmcotn 
Urutcd  3  AHmon  Town  1;  Matted:  Town  4 
Buxton  1.  Whaley  aiy  0  Grama  2 
IC1S  LEAGUE:  First  dnnswrr  Abngdon 
Town  2  Wotunqham  I :  Wonting  0  LHbriOge 
0  Second  tWtaion:  Brndmcfl  2  Dedtetu  T 
1:  Or*  font  St  Peter  1  Mndsor  and  Eton  1. 
Chcshun)  2  Leatherhcad  5:  Edgware  1 
Le^hton  1.  Egham  1  TJbury  4:  Hcmel 
Hampstead  0  Cotier  Row  and  Romiord  4. 
htengorfbid  0  Horsham  3.  Ware  OWiham  2 
Third  dhrisrort  Knosbuy  I  Tmg  4. 

FA  YOUTH  CUP:  First  round  quafityra 
Hornchurch  1  tpswnfti  1 .  Bograt  Hogts  6  5 
Leonards  Slamaott  f. 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE;  Premier  division:  Goriostan  2 
Ctacwn  Z  Kxfogh  0  Dos  2 
JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  Rret  cB- 
vtsion:  Andover  4  Wmbome  town  1-  Ryde 
Sports  3  Portsmouth  RN  0 
MINERVA  SOUTH  MIDLANDS  LEAGUE: 
Premier  dmsiorc  Haipenden  1  Mien 
Keynes  0 

NORTH  WEST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  First 
dMstorc  Atherton  Coteries  1  CMhaoc  2: 
Oachpod  Rovers  5  Hofccr  Old  Boys  1. 


Eastwood  Hanley  2  Vaurfrafl  GM  1:  Maim 
Road  5  Saflord  Z  Nehlwich  1  Moaaley  2. 
NORTHERN  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE: 
Premier  dhrision:  Hatfield  Mam  2  Shetl¬ 
and  1 

UHLSPORT  UNITED  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE'  Premier  dMston:  Eynesbury  0 
Blactesiona  3.  Hotxsch  0  Spalcfing  2. 
Newport  Petal  t  Long  Buckby  3; 
Stamford  4  Bourne  3:  S  and  L  Corby  3 
Boston  3-.  Stodoto  4  Cogartiaa  I: 
WeBngboraugh  i  Kempston  2. 

UNUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE:  First 
division:  Arundel  3  Burgess  HU  1;  Langney 
Sports  5  Peacehaven  and  Tetscomba  f: 
Rngrrar  0  Eastbourne  Town  0.  Shoraham  4 
Mtte  Oak  1;  Southwa*  3  FtarttekM 
SCREWTO  DIRECT  LEAGUE:  Premier 
Ariston:  Bamstapki  7  Elmore  ft.  Odd  Down 
0  Chppenham  ft  Radon  1  Trvorton  2 
FRENCH  LEAGUE:  Le  Havre  0  Lens  0. 
GERMAN  CUP:  Waidhol  Mannheim  0  SC 
Fretourg  1.  Fortune  DOssefctorf  1  SV  Ham¬ 
burg  4:  SchoJko  04  2  V1L  Bochum  3:  Hcrttu 
Bortn  1  VTB  Stuttgart  1  (ear  VJB  Stuttgart 
mi  5-4  on  pens);  Hanover  96  2  Murath 
I860  4.  MSv  Ousburg  1  Lutoeck  ft  Karls¬ 
ruhe  2  Hansa  Roster*  ft  Gi  outers  Fuorte2 


Newcastle 

Going:  good  to  Firm 

ZOO  Mm)  J.  STOWAWAY  (FI  Cochrane. 
2- 1 ).  2,  Kata!  (K  Doriey.  B- 1).  i  Our  People 
tJ  Wteawat.  12-1)  ALSO  RAN-  4-5  lav 
Recourse  {Shi.  5  foK  Pot  (41h).  ID  TaSb 
(Bill)  6  ran  NR1  Manwal  41.  nk.  Kt,  II.  <11 
U  Jorvte  at  Newmarket  Tola  E230.  El  SO. 
C300  DF  E36  50.CSF  C1B9G 
2JX  (71)  1.  JULIETTA  MM  (J  D  Smith. 
11-4).  2.  Going  For  Broke  g  Fomma.  SM 
lav).  3.  Zbrba  <D  McKoown.  13-2).  ALSO 
RAN  11-4  h)  Good  Mek(5lh).  12W4dmoor. 
14  Don  !  Worry  Mira  (4ih).  25  Motcmma 
(6th).  33  tOrty  Galore.  5D  Apcutefo.  9  ran 
i**l.  1W.  41.  BL  1*1  B  HW3  m  Lamboum. 
Tom  £3  40:  Cl  60.  Cl  10.  El  90  DF-  C4.60 
Trio  E 19  80  CSF  EB4B 
3.00 16H  1.  DANETIME  (R  Cochrane,  6-4): 

2.  IncBan  Brava  g  Weaver.  7-3),  3,  Kumatt 
(W  Ryan.  10-11  lav)  ALSO  RAN  25 
Koteusaon  (4tH).  100  Hetio  There  (5th)  5  ran 
1H  1«L  231.  hd  N  Callaghan  et  New- 
martrt  Tote  C3  30.  El  ID.  C120  DF 
£4  50  CSF-  £739 

3.30  (1ml  1.  MONTONE  (Dr  M  Manmh. 
10- 1);  2.  OraHry  Dancer  (Mr  P  Ckna.  1 1 -2). 

3.  Sv  Arthur  Hobbs  (Mr  V  LufcamA.  5-1). 
ALSO  RAN:  S-2  lav  Murphy's  Gold.  9-2 
Thatched.  6  Mu*  (4ihj.  10  Arak.  16 
Seconds  Away  (6Ui)  20  Groal  Bear. 
Langteman  |Sth|,  33  Peacotun  Reply.  II 
»an  1'«L  4L  %L  hd  J  JenWns  at 
Roysfon.  Tcte  CI2  4ft  E260.  £3.40.  C2  70 
DF  £58  GO  Trio  E234  70  CSF-  E®  37 
Tncasl  £39034. 

4.00  rTT)  1.  DIVINE  QUEST  Ryan,  11-10 
lav).  2.  Kasron  Pond  (J  Woavor.  Mr.  3. 
Knony  HN  (J  Fortune.  14-1).  ALSO  RAN-  5 
Green  Bopper  (4ih)  4  mn.  f*.  1-t.L  0L  H 
Coal  at  NawmaAet.  Tote  £1  80.  DF:  El  20 
CSF  £3  10 

430  (51)  1.  PORTELET  (J  D  Smite.  8-1).  2. 
fonder  Trader  (J  Fortune,  10-11.  3.  Saint 
Express  (G  Lee,  4->)  ALSO  RAN:  11-4 fov 
Cotton  Carat.  9  Able  ShenH  16th],  Nod  e 
Bonsraa  (5thj.  10  Putaocgote  Touch.  12 
Ponywon  vto«.  F9ch  Gkm.  16  Chmaliy 
Choppy.  Come  Fantasy  (4th).  20  Easton 
Prophets.  Gorecsta.  13  lari  NR-  Sk  For 
Luck.  K-\.  Iftl.  1«l.  K  sh  hd  R  Guost  at 
NawnariraL  Tree  £950:  E260.  £4  20. 
£210  OF  £3850  Tno  £13860  CSF 
FS597  Tncaal.  E355.41. 


NurerTteorg  1;  Meppon  BEjotractS  FrarWur! 
1:BorussMNMJnMChfin  1  Si  PauU  ft  Ener- 
graColtbuB  1  Wolfsburg  ft  Wensnstteeid09 
0  Kerisntee  Amateurs  0  (aet:  Karisniha  wr 
4-2  on  pens);  ZMckau  3  Coiogno  1  (aet). 
Oktaribum  1  Werda  Bremen  2;  Armlraa 
BteteWd  0  UntGfhachlng  1. 

SPANISH  LEAGUE  Atfoteo  Madrid  3 
Hercules  ft  Real  Macfod  2  Espariol  0 
PORTUGUESE  LEAGUE  Bento  3 
Osspaitfvo  Chavos  0. 

ARGENTINIAN  LEAGUE:  Ffotonse  0 
Kuracrei  1. 


OTHER  MATCH:  Rhyl  0  Wales  XI 3 


PYLE  AND  KENFIG:  British  women's 
Seniors  Open:  Loading  first-round  scores: 
72  A  Uae*  (The  Bcrkstve)  78:  V  Hasson 
(Etna)  77:  ACarbson  (SWe).  PWiKirnson 
(Burnham  Beeches] 


5.00  (an  19ydl  1.  HE'S  GOT  WINGS  |G 
Carter.  7-1,  Riehanl  Evans’s  nap);  2. 
Potato  (M  Bsch.  7-ii;  3.  Mbter  Aspecia  [J 
Weaver.  10-1)  ALSO  RAN:  5-2  tav 
Onctoweeven  1,5th).  3  Go  With  The  Wind 
(4th).  13-2  Desert  bum.  7  Aztec  Flyer,  9 
Nonhorn  Mona  20  Careful,  SO  HaMold. 
100  Sup’s  Dancer  (8ih}  1 1  ran.  2M.  nk.  hd. 
sh  hd.  81  Mrs  J  Rransdon  at  Thfisk.  Tree 
£10  3ft.  £2  70.  E2  30.  C90  DF:  £3730 
Tro  £92  70  CSF  £56  73  Tncasl  E4GBOO 
Placepat  SB79JB0.  Ouodpoe  £17.10. 

Salisbury 

Going:  good  to  soft 

1.40  (!m)  I,  Bold  Words  (M  Hfc.  25-1);  2, 
Flagsftp  (14-1):  3.  Soiatto  (15-2).  Sausalflo 
Bay  5-2  law.  13  ran  Hd.  INI  E  Dunlap 
Tote  C20  90:  £4.40.  £530.  £230.  DF. 
£51040  Tin  £170.50  (pal  won.  pool  at 
£144  15  earned  forward  to  4  50  ai  New¬ 
market  lodayl  CSF:  £30824 

2.10  (lira  1.  YortaWra  (T  OMn.  2  Ik  2. 
Nordic  Crest  (33-1)-.  3.  Indium  (10-1)  Mad 
Gras  Evans,  fnv  12  ran  Nft  Bumdl.  71.  hd. 

P  Colo.  Toto-  C35ft  £1  50.  £3 10.  £8  ID 
DF  £58  50.  Tin  £18520  (part  won:  pool  of 
£130.49  carried  forward  to  4.50  at  New- 
markre  today).  CSF  £6035 

2.40  llmffl1)  1.  Nothing  Doing  (Pot  Eddery. 
11  2  fl-lav):  Z  Rose  Ol  Gian  (33-1):  3. 
Gmfca  (12-1).  4.  Sam  Rodaxt  (33- 1)  Rock 
The  Barney  11-2  y-lav.  20  ion  1-tal  W  W 
Meson  Iota  £590;  £1.40.  £380.  £2  TO. 
£620  DF  £105.80  Tria:  £180 10.  CSF- 
£17596  Tricach  £1358.41 

3.10  I6Q  1.  Tomba  (M  TetabuO.  9-21.  2, 
SpecdboS  PM  lav).  3.  Marcel TVrnc(7-4i 
6  ran  2H.  2KI  B  Moehen  Ton.  £620; 
£230.  £150  DF:  £8  10  CSF.  £11  49 

3.40  (Tffi)  1.  Ashby  HU  (A  Clark.  4-1  fori:?.  , 
Fam  De  Coal  HO-11;  3,  Sovarregns  Court 


£680  DF.  £2510  Trio  £586.10  (part  won; 
pool  at  £181 64  canted  toward  to  480  M 
Ktowmorkot  today)  CSF:  £43.18.  TOcie** 
£689.40. 

4,10  (6»  riEyd)  1.  Enttee  (Pat  Wctey.5-J!. 
2.  Wasp  Ranger  (7-2  bn);  3. 

19  ran.  miB  Hie.  Toto;  C7.1ft£23p. 
S2.00.  £3 10.  OF.  C12-80  Trte£3340.CSF: 
£23.50. 

4.40  (1m  11209yd)  j  Shfih*  P  HSs.  J4-1); 


ICE  HOCKEY 

SUPERLEAGUE:  Nottingham  1  Sheffield  4. 
PREMIER  LEAGUE:  SolliuB  9  Medway  2 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 

TOUR  MATCH:  FTfan  Preadcnfs  MB  16 
Gran  Britain  XBl  42  (at  Oiurchfl  Park. 
Lairtaka) 

RUGBY  UNION 

ANGLO-WELSH  CUP:  Pool  IB:  LtemVi  TO 
Bath  10. 

WELSH  LEAGUE:  Second  division.- 
Aberavon  ftt  Uandovcty  ft  BlaOmood  7 
Cdrtfti  Institute  15.  Maraleg  7  Bonymaen 
11;  Ponlypool  19  Abentayft  Soulh  Wales 
Poke  7  Cross  Keys  23:  Ystradgynlaa  13 
AbetcymiS 

UNOER-21  COUNTY  CHAMPIONSHD^. 
North  Mtelands  32  Notts.  Lncs  raid 
Dorby^tteri  14. 

SCHOOLS  MATCH:  OuncBe  IS  Bedford 


ft  Temptress  (14  1).  3.  R-mcess  Darvete 
(3-1  lav);  4.  It’sthebusness  (12- 1)  ia  irai 
F&.  2S’-L  0  Haydn  Jone?  Tote  £20  30 
£4  40  £3  70.  £1  20.  £3.40.  OF  £44  7  90 
Jrto-  £138  70  CSF-  £195  37  Tnoasb 
CSSS  92. 

5.10  (S  212yd)  1.  Dacott  (W  R  SwnbiiTi. 
7-1);  2.  Carman  Tkta  iB-1).  3.  TJta  Hutto 
(35-1)  Tough  Ad  9-4  lw  IBran.  <tl  3W  M 
SteMe  Tate  £7  BO;  £290.  £3  40.  £13  60 
DF-  CSS 40  Trier  £29080  (pari  won;  pool  ol 
EI63  8G  earned  tamead  u  4  50  ar  How- 
marirai  lodayl  CSF:  £61  14. 

Ptecepoc  £1 XS180.  Ouadpot  £41.90 

Brighton 

Going:  good 

2JO(fi<  59yd)  L  Royal  Blacktord  fH  Mutton. 

CF6-1).  2.  Lo  Shunto  (7-1).  3  Goto  Edge 
I  Northern  Girl  2-1  lav  8  nm  3.  -wj 
fc_; r«JJ-  EJ.fi -W-  w  70  £1  70.  £1  30 
U1-  £5330  CSF  £109  51 

j®  209jcdl  l.  Cosmic  Prince  IP 
®;'1-  2-  Spanish  Kru  (11-2);  ft 
Sg«|dbaaf  (B-1|  Bogonal  9-2  lav  15  i*i 
^  jTl  'll1  Stohd  MJanno  Toto 

£14830  (part  won.  pool  ol  £81  44  earned 
forward  to  430  of  Newmarket  lodayl  me*- 

ftftO  (6t  38|dl  l.  bnputsu  rp  McCabe 
11-11-  ft  Hrarr  Ful  Crt 

10- 3 lav  16 ran  NR  BoteOnonlal  Hd,  41  Q 
Hrcncto  Davis  Toto-  £1600;  C300  cs  an 

SPtSSX  CI98W  Tno 

CSF-  £187  48  TncasL  C1.274  35 

2:  Amadour  (O  Urtwia 
20-H-  2-  Sokta  Mak  (12-11;  a.  Royal 
Dh«*=£f1  I*-)  Iff*)-  4.  Basood  (20-1)1 re 
3*  “A  P  Michcfl  Tata  £23.60 
£3.80.  £280.  El  40.  £14  00  DF  £30  00 
Trio  £181  50  (part  wan.  p ore  ol  ES4  si 
carried  forward  to  4  SO  a!  Nowmarfin 
today).  CSF  C240BJ  Tnos?  £L07tT 

W  Muir.  Tree:  £4  Oft  craTuSl  QU 
»  ^3“  7««  E2M SO floartwan 
P00*  72  earned  forward  to  450  ai 

Nowmoriral  today)  03=  £5660  Tncas 
£493  65 


_ TENNIS _ 

NOTTINGHAM:  SateHe  tournament  1GB 


1  ret.  T  Spinks  b(  D  Beicher  6-1.  &ft  C 
WSunson  bl  D  Ward  6-2.  6-3.  M  Wvetti  H  N 
Waos  6-3.  6-3  O  Futwrek  [Cz)  bl  S  Perrier 
6-1.  64  Women;  First  round:  J  Lutwa 
(Russ)  bl  K  Roubarwva  62.  7-6  H 
Matthews,  tt  V  Davies  6ft  4-6. 61,  LAW  bl 
T  Samara  64.  67.  7-6:  E  Bond  «  A 
Lfodstodt  (Swe)  7-6.  3-6. 64;  H  Crook  bl  J 
Choudhwy  6-4.  64.  S  Finer  (Steel  bl  J 
Dawson  7-5.  63. 

LEIPZIG:  Women’s  tournament  [selected 
results)  Second  round:  S  Grat  (Get)  a  K 
Po  (US)  60,  61.  A  Huber  (Gw)  tn  fl 
Dragorrur  (Romantai  61.61 
LYONS:  Man’s  tournament  First  round:  Y 
El  Aynaoui  (Mor)  bt  W  Ferretra  iSAI  6  7. 64. 
6-4.  A  Chesnokov  (Russ)  bl  R  Furian  (11)  frft 

6- 1.  MRws(Cfoto)  bl  A  Redutescu  (Gerl  4 
6.  6-4.  7-6.  M  Such  (Gar)  bl  J  Htasek  (Swizi 

7- 6. 62.  T  Henman  (GB)  bl  G  Forget  (Fn  6 
4.  62 


4.50  (7)  214yd)  1.  Mtsrute  (L  Deoon.  7-2).  2. 
Sweet  Warerimina  (12-1).  3.  Just  Mile 
(261)  Carmarthen  Bay  13-8  tav  8  ran  4i 
ft’-.-l  J  Gosden  Tote  £4i0.  £t  70.  £120. 
£2  00  DF  £10  60.  CSF  £38  06. 

5-20  n  214yd)  i.  zadara  (S  Whrtwcrth. 
64)’  2.  Golden  ThundetMIl  |2-1  lav).  3 
Reaiy  A  Dream  (13-S)  12  ran  I^IL  mj-.l  E 
Duntoo  Tree  £3.50:  £140  £140.  £2  30 
OF-  C-J  40  Tno  £7  70  CSF  £7  39 
Jadcpot:  nol  won  (pool  ol  E19.tXE.74 
carried  forward  to  Newmarket  today). 
Ptacepot  £684.00. 

Ouadpot  CS6ft20. 

Exeter 

Going:  good,  good  to  tom  m  places 
Z.15 12m  I1 1 10yd  hJe)  1 .  Doctor  Green  (A 
p  Mra^oy,  13-8  [1-lav).  2.  CJwl  Mouse  (163 
Jj’kjl- 3- Andsome Etoy  1161)  Bran.  121.51 
M  Ppe  Tot®  £3  1ft  £1  30.  El  2ft.  d  SO 
DF  £2  60  CSF  £4  45 
2-45  12m  31  hree)  I.  MWon  Dancer  (D 
Watsh.  I  21av|.2.CashttowOiSsin-2)  ft 
LovrtarV(2S-j|  gran  161.161  M Pipe  Tttte- 
£l4ft  £1  80.  £120.  £260  DF  £2  90  Tm 
CM 80  'ISF  £447 

3.15  12m  21  ch)  1 .  Pongo  Warm  U  F  Tdlcv. 
!£-11  ft  Harc^  SVoaitTcr  (4-1).  J. 
■>tckabridy  (100-3)  4-S  tav  10 

™  41.  iGi  Mns  H  Kraghi  Tore  CM  60 
£220.  £110  El  20  DF-  £1180  Tro 
£1780  CSF- £5883  Sought  n  4.000sns 
145 (2m  in lOya hdlei  1 .  Courbarti(Mr  M 
H»mei.  1 1-8  tav)  2L  PoMical  Panto  (4-1).  3. 
R*o  (7-2)  7  ran  gr.  71  M  Prpo  Tote  E2  30 
£190.  E2  40  OF  £320  CSF- £75* 

4  1512m  IMiOydren  I.  Nonfle  Vattey  (A  P 
Mo2oy.  7-2);  2.  Riw  To  The  Rescue 
00630).  ft  Happck  Lad  12-1  fav|  7  ran 
■  41  MPipe  re*?-  £4  20.  £2  10.  £2  CO 

DF  £8.60  CSF  £14  26 
4-45  (2m  3t  ncsto)  1.  Our  Ranking  (C 
Mterio.  6 1)-  2.  Into  Hoobgan  (7-t)  3. 
Ptour  Cte  Tai  r20- 1 1  1  irtw.  Lass  S-2  lav 
12  ran  21.  n.i  w  p®e  Tola  £6  1ft  £4  SO 
C230,  £4  90.  DF  £2330  Tno  £19660 
(Mrt  won;  prwl  re  £166  39  earned  tereaid 
to  4  50  at  Newmarfrai  lodayl  CS=  £43  36 
Tncasf  £720  85 
pR»eepac  121.10. 

Ouadpot  £12.00. 
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RACING 


Bahamian  Bounty 
can  deliver  early 
return  on  purchase 


By  Richard  Evans 
RACING  CORRESPONDENT 


THE  biggest  gambles  at  New¬ 
market  this  week  are  taking 
place  outside  the  betting  ring. 
Buyers  on  the  opening  day  of 
the  Taitersalls  Houghton 
Yearling  Safes  sent  average 
prices  to  a  European  record  of 
122.228  guineas  —  while  a 
hefty  sum  saw  Bahamian 
Bounty  transferred  from  the 
ownership  of  Edward  St 
George  to  Maktoum  Al- 
Maktoum. 

The  sales  purchasers  must 
wait  until  next  year  before 
1‘jriwing  if  their  speculative 
..Vestments  pay  off.  but  the 
senior  member  of  the 
Maktoum  family  will  discover 
the  worth  of  his  gamble  this 
afternoon. 

Bahamian  Bounty,  bought 
at  Tattersalls  sales  last  year 
for  45,000  guineas  by  Charlie 
Gordon-Watvon  on  behalf  of 
St  George’s  Lucayan  Stud, 
will  probably  be  sent  off 
favourite  for  the  Middle  Park 
Stakes  (Channel  4.  3.40)  after 
his  group  one  success  at 
Deauville  in  August  when  he 
defeated  Zamindar  and  Pas 
De  Repons e. 

The  value  of  that  form  was 
boosted  when  Pas  De  Reponse 
won  the  Cheveley  Park  Stakes 
at  Newmarket  cm  Tuesday 
and  Bahamian  Bounty  has 
been  pleasing  David  Loder  in 
his  recent  homework. 

Easy  call,  who  beat  Comp¬ 
ton  Place  in  the  Flying  Chil¬ 
ders  Stakes  at  Doncaster,  is 
the  pick  of  the  opposition  on 


TODAY’S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 


form,  although  Loder  should 
have  a  line  to  Brian  Meehan's 
colt  as  Abou  Zouz  beat  Comp¬ 
ton  Place  in  the  Gimcrack 
Stakes  at  York. 

Indian  Rocket,  the  winner  of 
his  last  three  starts,  is  pro¬ 
gressing  well,  while  In  Com¬ 
mand.  second  to  Bahhare  in 
the  Champagne  Stakes  at 
Doncaster,  merits  consider¬ 
ation.  However.  Bahamian 
Bounty  is  taken  to  win  his 
second  group  one  race. 

The  best  bet  of  the  day 
comes  an  hour  earlier  in  the 
Baileys  Horse  Feeds  Nursery 
(2J5)  when  the  Peter  Walwyn- 
t rained  Hattab  looks  a  sound 
proposition. 

Returned  to  the  minimum 
trip  at  Haydock  four  weeks 
ago  after  falling  to  see  out  six 
furlongs  on  two  earlier  starts, 
the  Marju  colt  won  comfort- 


RlCHAtoEVAfilS 


Nap;  HATTAB 
(2-35  Newmarket) 

Next  best:  Bahamian  Bo  only 

(3.40  Newmaricet) 


ably  in  a  decent  time.  The 
subsequent  successes  of  third 
placed  Caution  at  Ayr  and 
fourth  placed  Danetime  at 
Newcastle  yesterday  gives  the 
form  a  solid  look-  • 

The  JRA  Nakayama  Rous 
Slakes  (3-05)  looks  tricky.  Less 
than  a  length  separated  Anzio. 
Brave  Edge.  Croft  Pool  and 
Blue  Iris  at  Doncaster  22  days 
ago  and  the  form  could  easily 
be  reversed  on  similar  terms. 
Brave  Edge  should  appreciate 
today’s  stiffer  track  mid  is  a 
tentative  choice  to  come  out  on 
top. 

Phantom  Quest  was  ex¬ 
pertly  handled  by  Pat  Eddery 
when  winning  at  Newbury  12 
days  ago  but  the  Rainbow 
Quest  oo)t  is  not  an  easy  ride 
and  could  be  outbattkd  at  the 
finish  of  the  Jod  Stakes  (4.15). 
Restructure  takes  a  significant 
drop  in  class  after  competing 
in  group  company  and  holds 
sound  claims. 

However,  Yeast  can  be  for¬ 
given  a  moderate  run  at 
Baden-Baden  five  weeks  ago 
when  William  Haggas’S  run¬ 
ner  was  not  suited  by  the  tight 
bends.  Hie  winner  of  the 
Victoria  Cup  and  Royal  Hunt 
Cup,  both  at  Ascot,  should 
appreciate  the  return  to  a 
straight  mile. 

□  Tycoon  Todd,  owned  by 
Edward  St  George  and 
trained  by  David  Loder.  has 
also  been  bought  for  a  sub¬ 
stantial  sum  by  Sheikh  Mo¬ 
hammed.  The  two-year-old 
was  an  impressive  winner  of  a 
16-runner  maiden  at  York  last 
month,  his  only  start 


JULIAN  HERBERT 


Krista)  Breeze;  the  7-2  favourite  for  the  Steyning  Handicap  at  Brighton  yesterday,  carries  Dettori  to  his  hundredth  winner  of  the  season 


Dettori  completes  century  on  Kristal  Breeze 


By  Our  Racing  Stmt 


FRANKIE  Dettori  rode  his  hun¬ 
dredth  winner  of  the  season  on  the 
William  Muir-trained  Kristal  Breeze 
in  the  Steyning  Handicap  at  Brigh¬ 
ton  yesterday,  and  wasted  no  time  in 
completing  a  double  with  Misrule  in 
the  Eastbourne  i  .«mii«l  Stakes.  It  is 
the  jockey’s  fifth  century  of  winners 
in  succession. 

‘'After  1  had  broken  my  elbow  on 
June  13 1  thought  1  was  never  going  to 
read)  a  century,  but  1  made  a  quick 
recovery  and  now  I’m  on  top  of  the 
world.  Although  this  is  not  the 


impossible  dream  of  Saturday's  sev¬ 
en-timer,  it  is  still  a  landmark.  It  is 
always  a  feat  to  get  to  a  100  winners 
and  this  time  it  has  been  even  more 
diffidilL 

“1  couldn't  give  Pat  Eddery  a  good 
battle  for  the  title  this  year  because  of 
the  injury,  but  I  will  be  back  for  a  real 
ding-dong  with  him  next  season.  1 
hope  next  year  will  be  a  safer  one  for 
jockeys  too  —  there  have  been  far  too 
many  injuries  this  term. 

T  am  still  overwhelmed  by  Satur¬ 
day,  1  can’t  quite  get  over  it  yet  1 
would  have  loved  to  have  reached  100 
on  one  of  my  two  mounts  for  the 


Queen  today.  She  needs  only  one 
more  winner  for  her  600th  success 
worldwide." 

After  his  injury.  Dettori  returned  to 
the  saddle  at  Newmarket  on  August 
9.  having  readied  61  winners  before 
his  accident. 

Tbe  Brighton  executive  presented 
Dettori  with  a  bottle  of  champagne 
after  the  Steyning  Handicap  to  mark 
his  achievement  Kristal  Breeze,  the 
7-2  favourite,  readily  carried  Dettori 
to  his  milestone,  drawing  dear 
through  the  final  furlong  to  defeat 
Tallulah  Belle  and  Racing  Telegraph 
by  3b  lengths  and  five  lengths. 


Kristal  Breeze’s  owner,  Steve 
Lamb,  said:  "This  is  my  first  horse 
and  ft  is  a  great  thrill  to  give  Frankie 
his  hundredth  winner  with  it" 
Dettori,  whose  century  indudes 
nine  winners  on  the  all-weather, 
added:  "I  hope  l  keep  riding  a 
hundred  winners  a  season  until  I'm 
old  and  grey.  Radng  is  my  life  and  1 
can't  get  enough  of  it." 

Misrule,  trained  by  John  Gosden. 
was  also  sent  off  a  7-2  chance  and  won 
just  as  comfortably  as  Kristal  Breeze, 
beating  Sweet  Wilhelmina  and  Just 
Millie  by  four  lengths  and  2b 
lengths. 


IJOLoki 
ZOO  Courtship 
235  Meliksah 


THUNDERER 

3.05  Croft  Pool 
3.40  Hurricane  Slate 
4.15  Restructure 
430  SHINING  CLOUD  (nap) 


The  Times  Private  Handicap  par's  top  rating:  1.30  LOKI. 

Our  Newmarket  Correspondent:  2.00  Courtship.  4.15  El  Penitents. 
4.50  SHINING  CLOUD  (nap). 


GOING;  GOOD  TO  FIRM 
TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 


DRAW:  NO  ADVANTAGE 


SIS 


1 .30  PORT  OF  FELIXSTOWE  CLAIMING  STAKES 

IE4.110  lm4f)  (IS  runners) 
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412512  KAAflH  HUM  33  <CAF.G.SI  (Gtttfa  Uftnbl  N  Cafagha  5-3-13  L  Dtotori 

005000  OTTUe UEZZD6 [F.S)  U 4  J  Cnrt]  M  Ptoflta  - Kttriqr 

310-346  ONCE  IKK  HR  LUCK  12  (CJ).F,G1(M  Rental  RClMraMtentoqr  5-9-7  GLk£) 

0-  SQUANQAMAMA  334  (U  Artrir)  Y  Ctfc  3-9-6 . . .  lOMtei 

000004  PET0SNH  74  (5)  (Glow:  Tbe  Lock  Omcb  Gragil  J  Prate  49-5  P  Dob  (7) 

S  BROUGMOtGOVlMP 345 (tadMB6miaad)M(itasaR 4-03  DRMcCtoa 

5  ST  HBNOfllft  8  Ms  M  Keagfrl  C  (Ann  4-W . . . JFarftns 

4-30604  LOW  23  (C.D.F.G.S)  (MWt)  Glcwh  8-8-12. . .  AWtatonP) 

NSQW00DHATWE  146J  (!)  Btagden)  A  J  When  88-12 - VSMtoiy 

6P226D  PRECEDENCY  24  (E  Resttyl  KMcMiHe  4-6-12. - JFEo® 

111226  5HABANAZ  15  (C.BFJJS.Sl  (Fayad  Ttum  Hnd  Uf)  VI  Mu  11-8-12  J  Md 

135045  aJK7AHCHB(G)ff>Cyz*)CCyw  38-10 . . .  J  Weaver 

343-000  QUILL  WORK  15  U  Praee)  J  Pwct  4-88 - - - G  Banted 

25H56  STATE  APPROVAL  16  (Of .6)  (Ms  A  Ms)  A  Jamb  WH - C  Camr  (7) 

00(000  BOBBY'S  DREAM  17  (Ms  P  Ktomml  M  fwraljns  4-67 - MHanyp) 

600000  BROWN  EYED  HRL  6  (Happy  Go  Lud*  Wire)  6  Mtotaft  4-67 .  ..  0  Biggs 

OCCiOO  EVIDENCE  W  CHEF  50  [V j)  (R ToMM  D Eisuft 385 -  DtaSon 

322152  DOMTIES 16  \C,F)  (A1DW  VuKjmHO)  R tern* 3-8-3 - DmONeB 

BETTWG:  5-2  fcnBi  Horan.  4-1  LoU.  6-1  Quo  E  Used.  Sale  Approtto,  M  Once  More  For  Lint  B-1  Derates, 
evidence  In  Cnw.  KM  MPas 

1905:  DANJW&  3M 1  Ovtai  (M  ta)  P  Cote  16  «m 


FORM  FOCUS 


KAAflH  HD  MM  DW  2nd  to  ftaufontara  m  race  4 
Sandtnei  (in  21.  good)  ONCE  MORE  FOR  LUCK 
3'-;i  JUi  10  fa  AUbkI  (1  handicap  ai  Thrsk  (1m  4(. 
good  10  I  mu  LOW  7*1 4iti  tt»  Dear  life  m  terfi- 
Bp  o  Epsom  dm  41.  good  10  ten)  SHABAHAZ 
Bttt  10  El  Barfata  m  «6a  a  Yaimatoh  (1m 
y.  good  in  firmi  into  QLBLLWOflh  [6)t>  wra  off) 


41  BO,.  STATE  APPROVAL  hut  FNrt  Annesay 
91  in  havflse  ai  WotverfanoterJAW,  1m  41). 
BtDENCE  N  CHEF  bol  DOMETTES  pa  wrse 
old  H*l  to  T-nitotr  dan  a  Sntowi  (Im  2. 
good  U  tom).  D0METTE5  51  2nd  1b  »  Tan  to 
uvtofi  a  Sardowuim  a  91  id,  good  to  irm). 


Sefcatarr  KAAflH 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

H  Uai 
D  loder 
5  bm  ouiooi 
P  Wdfvrvri 
J  ijoidsn 
P  Cole 


tens 

fins 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Wkwan 

Ktiet 
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283 

2J0 

Pal  Eddery 

tzo 

529 

2) 

111 

189 

D  R  McCabe 

12 

78 

6 

33 

182 

W  R  SriWun 

54 

373 

13 

84 

155 

L  Dam 

75 

534 

55 

37; 

14.6 

Dm  0'Ntofl 

9 

68 

29 

21? 

137 

J  Weaver 

24 

190 

* 

227 

154 

US 

14.0 

132 

12.6 


2.00  HJ80PEAN  BREHJBTS  FUND  EQUITY  FINANCIAL  COLLECTIONS 
WESTLEY  MA1DBI  STAKES  (2-Y-0:  £7.515: 7!)  (17  runners) 


an  i  is) 

202  (11) 


203  (10) 


204 

205 


206  no 


ASEKW PETE (Plfrtr _ _  .  ...  WR 

0  BSJOUN  HONDA  71  (Eckh  Grtowad  Honda)  C  Brtam  M .  M  Roberto  - 

C0URTSFH>  (Lad  HmbO  6e  VMden)  H  Cecil  9-0 - Pa  Eddery  - 

CRAVEN  HU  (lad  Sra«nS)K  Goran  M _ GOU&ett  - 

FANTAJL  (Pamela,  lady  Ndson  o>  SUttad)  II  Inmpgns  9-0 . R  Codaane  - 

GREB)  CARO |P Ou)  S  Woods,  9-0 _ Rlfc#tt  - 

Q  ISLAfO  PRPKE  12  {J  4  Lmreltd)  N  Caftagten 3-0 . DmONefl  - 

KAMI  (H  ti  Mrfdoun]  0  Anrtacng  9-0 _ JWms  - 

UASMABi  Qi  M  UtMouml  S  im  Sunt  B4 _ RHk  - 

0UVER  (C  Dawai)  9  Annsfrong  9-0 . RPrfc#  - 

0  RB)  GUARD  15  (A  OppaVieirnal  6  Vfragg  9-0 _ U  Hfc  - 

REfiAL  THfOBUMre  R  Sartl)  M  StouB  M _ KDotey  - 

SALSEE  LAD  (Ms  1  PtiDps)  J  Fanshwe  9-0 _ _  _  N  Day  - 

G?  S0QAL flUAR 26 (K AbUh) J Soscfcn 9-0 _ LDHtod  9 

SfYWWUyBdmwM^^  JRod  - 

UNSHAKEN  (W  GraHert  J  Fratan  9-0  - - QHantsoo  - 

WOMXBBOY (Ftnny  Lto)  S  AAedust  9-0 _ TCtoton  - 

BETTWG:  5-2  Coutda^  7-2  M^tra.  6-1  Aodeoo  Pete,  7-1  Social  PSar.  Regd  Ttrater,  6-1  SpyKnol.  12-1 
hamfev  14-1  nows. 

1095:  ASTOfi  PLACE  9-0  J  Reid  13-1  tar)  P  Chapple-Hvani  23  isi 


207 

208 

209 

210 
211 


(9) 

(13) 

Pi 

(1) 

(3) 


212  (16) 

213  (5) 

214  (4) 

215  (14] 

216  (12) 
217  IB) 


FORM  FOCUS 


AB0JEDN  PETE  (tooled  Me  24.  cm  44,0CCyjis) 
FUMmtia  hr  Ciataoa  to  sacal  wirnm  ndud- 
inq  junnte  61  eon  Big  lin  ten  yrerije  1m 
10M  Wmer  ttMamBOOUN  H0M»  14)  B» 
allO  to  Tad)  to  neiden  to  Sandwn  (71.  good  to 
Irm).  COUnSHP  (AaH  2^.  Btotier  by  Groom 
Dacca  U  Ngb  etas  fit-fro  pertoraar  PustM  a 
LOW  aid  hdMmBar  to  taer  dim  ten  hnite 
sgnta  MASHHASl  (Anil  18).  TbU  bat.  dta 


togh  class  rnsMfe  dntance  9qa.  tSUUffi  PRMCE 
191  an  d  24  b  SpsdHll  in  mu)en  a  Iteabuy 
'  lo  fttn). 


RED  GUARD  15)  130)  o)  17  to  Hnr  Wofloo  to 
maQea  to  Yamra*  (71.  good  to  Inn].  UNSHAKEN 
(Mach  3).  Second  kaL  tem  51  ww  SOCIAL 


1 3  2ut  at  Apmhaaim  m  rradai  a) 

ttovdote  (71,  good  to  " 

Steadksc  - 


2.35  BAILEYS  HORSE  FEBTSNimsm  HANDICAP 

(2-Y-0:  £7.570: 50 19  mnneis) 


301 

302 

303 

304 

305 

306 

307 
306 
309 


(6) 


10561  MBJKSAH 12  (DE)  (V  Bml)  M  BM  9-7 - - GF«*w(5) 

541  HATTAB  27  (D£)  (H  Al  Maaoml  P  UMtgn  W — - RWb 

413130  TOP  OF  Dt  FORM  33  (DJBFJ.6)  (R  tfaggns)  II  Jctonston  9-5 — •  JWaawr 
41225  LAST  CHANCE  IS  Q)£FJ)  (CanWot  Racngu  C  AUen  6-10 .  Malta  Dnynr  (5) 
503100  BRAIffllf  8EAB34  /DflftlsMWL  Ms  H  Oddm)  M  Bbndan)  B-4  JUdoo 

610314  CLARA  BUSS  9  (DP)  (6  CaWprffl)  B  Mshan  M  - Fly*fi(3) 

436031  AN0KATO603AF)  (KiMry)  H1uoy8-2  (7o0 - MHareyP) 

0533  CHANGE)  TO  BAfffYS  4  ®  J  (G  BVtey  Lafl  J  Bmy  M - PF**SOy(5] 

000  SWIH 16  (6  HateB)  M  Wgte  7;10 - R  FMndl  (7) 


BETTME:  1H  Hdab.  7-2  Uafiknb.  5-1 1*)  D»cf.  S-IOaBteH  Anteato.  Top  OUfes  Ffltto  10-1 
Clanged  Tn  Mays.  14-1  Bontota  Bear  20-1  Sort. 

1985:  UMAR  MST  M  P  Fesey  (M  tort  M  Mode  11  no 


FORM  FOCUS 


MEUCSAH  beta  Tartml  Vil  in  5*mi  hankap 
a  Nmabury  (51.  good  to  tom) 

HATTAB  bed  Frutra  3WI  n  1  burner  makta  a 
Hawtock  (SI.  qoodlitot)  ANOCATO  JIDtobede  off) 
14«Tl4lh.  TOP  OF  THE  FORM  2)  3rd  toll  to 


Fvearetf  My  Love  la  sense  a  GoaAaood  (H.  good) 


ai  porutoirae  stat  CLARA  BUSS  ten  DaraMI 
Phnea  rw*  to  lO-namer  danor  d  Sacdoan  (51 
good  to  frm)  on  penuUtoote  dad  wto  LAST 
StfHCE  (2D  batter  otf)  31  Sh.  CHANGE)  TO 
BAZfYS  41  ted  to  6  to  Bidnps  Coot  in  mtaen  al 
Knoton  13.  good).  Sim WJ  7 toto  i«  to 
Gaefic  Sham  n  naden  andton  a  Sandmen  (3 


&B' 


TOP  OF  THE  FORM 


BLINKERED  FIRST TME:  AI aria*  Raawi:  2»0  CreUNton  Newmarkot  235  Changed 
To  Balays.  Taunton:  1  50  Genera!  Moutox  2^0  On  The  Ledge  3  2f>  Harlech  Walk. 


103  (12)  0-0432  GOOD  TMES  74  (CDJF/.CLS)  (Mn  D  Ftoblnsoa)  BHdl  9-10-0  .BWesfl)  86 


Racecan)  nnfae.  Dim  in  bracked.  SSx-bgut 
tons  IF  —  ML  P  —  faded  up.  U— uisetoed 
rtdei.  B  —  treutod  down.  S— sipped  up.  R  — 
itotsed  D  —  tecjalM).  Hera’s  rame  Days 
an a  fed  atone:  J  A  lumps,  f  fl  OaL  O  — 
Mntats. V  —  mar.  H  — hoed  E—  Eyestefei 
C— erase  nmer  D  —  distorts  mum.  CO  — 


com  aid  dstaia  wine  BF 
bwune  In  bissf  aur).  Gomg  on  wtieb  hone  las 
mm  (F  —  fan.  goad  to  ftm.  had  G— good 
S  —  ad,  good  to  v>*.  hear)  OBembndeto. 
Trane  Ageandvespl  FUte  plus  any  atknena 
The  Tnos  Pdwte  Hntonar's  rating. 


3.05  JRA  NAKAYAMA  ROUS  STAKES 

(Usled  race:  £10,972: 50  (7  runners) 

(2)  011101  ANZB  22  (BAF&5  (T  Soerai  Mbs 6 ICellMy 54-4 _ RCochom  9 

(4)  000043  BRAVE  HJS  22  (OfG)  (Honis  We  ftoelng  Pto)  R  Heron  5-9-1  PS  Eddery  9 

(5)  330153  CROFT  POOL  4  (DJJS)  (tattymia  Qxoxs  Ud)  J  Bawr  56-1?  GCeter  @ 

(1]  203200  EASY  DOLLAR  41  (BAF£)  (B  Gtotoy  Lid)  B Gtotoy  4-8-12 - RM0ta  9 

(3)  2212-44  MJSJC  SOLD  136  (N  Tona)  *  0W»  3-8-12.  .  Efim  O' Goman  7 

(7)  550350  YA  MALM  IS  (D/.Gfl  (C  I  atidtog  5d-lZ -  A  McStone  6 

(6)  034014  BLUE  HS 22  IfKBffJBi  (M  Jeds)  M ten*  3-6-7  - LDafeon  9 

8ET7WS:  Bke  ke.  7-2  AiEto.  Dsl  PM.  4-1  Ette  Edga.  6-1  La?  Deb.  10-1  Ya  ttitdi.  50-1  Mrok  Gtod 

1995:  DASWFS  OBJGHT  5-8-10  L  Defen  (100-30)  M  Cumtoghan  9  ran 


401 

402 

403 

404 

405 

406 

407 


FORM  FOCUS 


AN30  teal  Among  Bar  In  9-ranne  fisted  acn  to 
SLgaddl  ml 


Doncaster  (5L  good)  atoh  BRAVE  EDGE  (11b  belle 
o0)  tend  hod  3rd.  BLUE  HS  VSl  «h  and  CROFT 
POOL  (lb  Deter  aB]  tatJ  5ft  CROFT  POOL  3HI 
ted  to  J7_to  JJobhtf  m  harelitap  al  Aral  ^ 


flood).  EASY  DOLLAR  bed  meed  totad  neck '. 


to  16  to  JajanpM  n  listed  aa  J  H&iiuy  IS. 
and  to  tom).  MUSC  GOLD  4KI  4*  to  7  lo 
MkHtel  Escape  in  haaflop  to  Windsar  (9.  good) 
BLUE  ttUStmaei  Onto  iWhiX-nwrahatvi- 
op  to  Tort^L^cgym  penuttmtos  sfed 


Stoectoc 


3.40 


MID0LE  PARK  STAKES 

(Group  1: 2-Y-O  cote:  £81 ,553: 61)  (12  runners) 


501 

502 
5© 

504 

505 

506 

507 
506 

509 

510 

511 

512 


89 


90 


4114  ANDREYEV  12  (DJ5)  U  Wmer-ftwan)  R  Vtamen  8-11 - DaneOHd 

211  BAM1MM  B0LWTY  46  BLF.G)  (Midoen  Al  ttAkam)  0  Lode  8-11  .  L  Octal 

131133  DEB’flfeESSE  19  (F.G^J  y  Sou)  M  Jams  B-1 1 - 

11141  EASYCALL1BSD5.G|(EasfalP*ft)BUealunM1 - 

14  FAMTASTC  FHLDW  12  (6)  (ThatmMnad  Cop)  C  Bribe  8-11  . 

21  HURflCME  STATE  20  (ELG)  (R  Seigtal  P  Qap(*-(<pm  8-11 . 

132  N  COMIAND  20  (W)  (llatorn  Al  IfeHouri)  0  FUb  8-11  . ..  . 

212111  nUAN  ROCKET  12 (DJAS)  Of  Ahaiegh)  J  Dwdcp  8-11  _.  _ 

1  JHA21 15  imABtohte)D Lode 8-11 - WRSwWwn  65 

311321  MUCHEA 34  (CJD/&S)  (Akwii  kwe^rarts]  MCtennai  8-11  —  R  Itogtes  93 

OtU  I9CH  GROUM)  46  (CO/J!)  (Mrs  J  Hikes)  J  Bedell  6-11 -  JWnawr  84 

03424  TAREiaa  23  (B Vote) CBtoiain 8-11 - MRobads  62 

BETTWG:  3-1  Marten  Batty.  7-2  Man  flocW.  6-1  Easyiaff.  7-1  li  Cammed.  B-1  Frtasllc  Ftfce.  Jhazt 
10-1  Hentarn  SUte.  14-1  De^i  Fdesae.  Rkh  Gran).  16-1  Antoeyn.  Mitte.  50-1  teddd 
1985:  ROYAL  APPLAUSE  8-11  W  R  SWtoan  (3-1)  B  Wb  5  rai 


(ID 

112) 

PI 

(5) 

(B) 


PdEdtay 

MTitAd 

.  0  Paster 
J  Red 
..  MKs 

...  R» 


FORM  FOCUS 


AMDKYW  bea  Closn  RekaOva  «  ta  framer  act 

d  Cltater  (8.  gnnd  to  steQ  BAHAMIAN  BOUNTY 

bad  Zarototernedt  ta 5ttne  aae  1  Piti Many 

al  OeaPDe  $1.  good)  Hh  RCH  I GROUND  71  4ft. 
EASYMLL  baa  Canto!  Pbw  1W  n  7-rwne 
grate  t  Dying  adders  stakes  d  Dorado  751. 
god  k  M  wift  DEff  HESSE  \W  ted. 

TAST1C  FOXOW 1141 4ft  taiO  to  Desert  I 


to  £ajj> ) .Htewiaftto  d b  Cmagh  (7). 


HURRICAIC  STATE  bed 


tnedei  a  Goodwood  (El.  good).  N  COtWAND 
3HI  2nd  to  4  la  Batten  m  gran  II  Laued-Perie 
Champaaie  Stales  d  Dracasta  (71.  gad  to  frm). 
MKAtTROCKH  bed  Proud  ftatM  2WI Q  goup  8 
hOI  fleet  Sides  d  Naeftay  (fit  gad  to  fern)  wtai 
ANDREYEV  1411  4ft.  JHAS  bed  AnMto  41  In 
maiden  race  al  Benday  (51  good  to  fern) 
MUCFEA  teat  Ornate  City  1  WI  ei  gray]  I  Mod  8 
CtBidav-fiemen  a  Baden-Baden  (6).  mod). 
Setactkn:  BAHAMAN  BUMIY 


4.15 


JDa  STAKES  (Listed  race:  £1 1,465:  im)  (9  runners) 


601  (1) 
HO  (5) 


6(0  (8) 
604  0 


£05  (7) 

606  [61 


607  (4) 

P) 


609  P) 
8EI7WB4-1 


215430  RESTRUCTURE  12  (CDJ)FlF.6l  (M  Myers)  Mrs  J  Cecil  4-9-7.  .  M  Raters  95 

141103  S1SN PBtflAE 22 (BJfJFJS)  ILed  Santa) P Cola  A-9-0 - TUton  © 

121010  YEAST  37  (D,F£)  (B  Hagpa)  W  (tagga  4-9-0  . . .  R  Cochrane  94 

1  B.PEWIENIE  150 (DJT(BNk(iai)D Later 3-8-11  - .  LDdton  70 

an  154  MUERSTm 27 StatoW  11  R Hughs  97 

162321  MANTOM QUEST  12  (CDA  (H  AbrMla)  H  Cedi  3-8-11 _ PdEddey  97 

31-3  SAVBt PREY 20 (F) (Mdtoan Al Mkhun) E  Ekmlop 3-8-11 _  WRyan  84 

610032  GL0WK  JADE  6  (D.BF/ J3)  (B  Eatea)  J  Glover  6-B-9  .  .  ..  6  Carat 

5-00238  TAMMA 21  (FjG)  (Mice  A  FacaA  / Dttop  3-86 .  KBartoy 

fteosm  (feed.  9-2  Yead  ttatader.  5-1 B  Hedera  tteenenieta  7-1  Stea  Prej  6-1  «ftn. 

1995:  BM  ROSE  3-8-10  K  Daley  02-1)  D  Loder  13  ran 


68 


FORM  FOCUS 


RESTRUCTURE  21 3W  to  12  to  ttste»  Ol  Caste) 
«  poup  U  Brtain's  Fasted  Rdhway  Pal  Sake:  al 
Donasur  (1m.  good)  en  panto  item  start.  GREEN 
PBtFUME  2JH  ted  to  9  u  Setfustat  Fter  m 
ace  d  Epsom  (fit  good  to  firm)  YEAST  bed 
Master  Charter  31  h  12 -ram  teafeap  to  Asctt 
11m.  ODOd  to  fern)  a  PEWENTE  ted  Koran  41 
In  l&iunnef  maiden  al  WsvifS  (im.  fern). 


HAMMER578N  teoto  515)  4ft  to  8  to  CKR 
Stalk,  m  (toed  ran  al  hampton  (Im.  good)  PHAN¬ 
TOM  QUEST  bad  Tartud  steal  head  m  race  to 
NewtKir  (Im  II.  good  to  fern).  SILVER  FREY  IM 
ted  to  B  to  Polar  Pnnce  to  GosdMad  (71.  goad). 
TAMMA  m  ted  to  14  to  Ibnlfing  Day  ta  bsted 
race  at  Goodwod  (71.  goad  to  fern) 
n:  RESTRUCTURE 


Sefecftei: 


4.50 


FI7ZW1LLJAM  HANDICAP  (S-Y-0:  £4,620: 51)  (16  (tinners) 


(6) 

IS 

(101 

Pi) 

PI 

(7) 

(14) 


002300  SPLKBiG  43  (D£)  (1  BocWtod)  W  Haggs  9-7 -  -  -  HMk  94 

000062  SWYNFORDDffiAM 33 (DJ.6) lOualibe HoktegslJd)J BoartnW  LDenorl  ffl 


020412  LDNEMCK  LAD  16  IF)  (Mrs  M  WUenm)  W  hlur  9-4  . 

31-00  AH  WHG  124  (D.G)  |P  Betts  (Htodngs)  LM)  M  Tomotee.  9-2. 

003054  SHARP  FEARL  10  (D/J  (D  Y»dy)  J  WWta  9-1 . 

131460  U-NO-HARRY  43  (Dfl  (D  Cnppeftail)  R  Hokectead  8-13 - 

1E0P56  MLIAS  55  (F)  (Mtjaa  Patnertiip)  L  Mortague  Htol  B-12 - 


(8)  02-3003  SMITOEBC  16  Dta)or  rxnartf)  P  rtal«yn  8-9 - 


(131 

IT) 


412400  M8BRACE  8  pflIO  Abbott)  K  hoy  89- 


J  Rad  97 
...  TQwn  89 
RHu&u  93 
F  lyndi  13)  92 
Dane  DIWI  96 
Pal  Eddery  87 


Manta  Dwyer  (5)  94 


n  na 

12  (16) 


312100  UlEftARV SOCIETY 20 Pf.CJ (lady CehraCWHJJ Trite 89  S Sanders  90 
32-001  SHMNE  HJXJD 9  (F)  (Ms  A Tearieyj  M  Bto)  8-8  (7eg . Mfentai  95 


97 


145204  TROPICAL  BEACH  7  pE.G)  (J  UnaotW  J  Bern  8?  .  K  Daftoy 

13  (11)  034H05  SAflAAHELflJLt  19  (U/J  (SboWi  A/mJA)Uateun|  ASte«r187  M  Rubais  97 

14  (4)  010400  CHAUCE  7  (TLG)  (Mr.  J  Baktegj  J  EuKSns  86  —  _ _  J  Ettourts  (7)  90 

15  (9)  150002  STEP  ON  DEGAS  24  pflpegaePtaRlUFettntai-Soillnf  8-3  RflientoifT)  94 

1b  (5)  20-3  I.  D0R1A  44  p  &  P  Ptto)  A  rtdr  8-1 . .  AMcGionr  91 

BETTWG:  6-1  SNtong  Ctata.  B-Uttandi  Lad.  SnftheiMns.  10-1  Soynionl  Onam  Air  Mrg.  Stop  Peart.  l»- 
Mr-itany.  12-1 II  Dora.  Steaafi  BUI  Step  Or  CtagK.  Tropical  Beach  14 -1  odes 
1995:  SfflJKE  CORHE  80  J  Slact  (20-1)  J  Baric  IB  rai 


FORM  FOCUS 


SWnffORD  DREAM  W  2nd  to  15  to  Pawns  ui 
ItaBcap  to  Chester  (51.  good  lo  sofll  L0NGWCK 
LAD  II  2nd  ol  8  to  Canms  Heart  ta  larutaap  to 
Ytomotofi  (3.  flood)  S*wmERfflC4KI3wto« 
lo  Sateeel  In  nraden  al  Yamwuft  (SI.  flood).  LIT- 
BIARY  SOCtTY  bed  neon)  etal  bto  Ewe-Heafln 
Boy  neck  In  tenficap  a(  Ttesk  (9.  good)  erift  U- 


MW4WRY  (3B)  better  nd)  3M  6ft.  SA3AAH 
aiULl  not  better  on)  7)  881  and  CHALCE  |4ib 
btotafott)  II  lOlv  SHWNG  CLOUD  heal  Mam- 
stoitao  3  n  23-nera  race  to  Mrtngtem  (61.  good 
>0  ten)  8.  D0R1A  3V*?1 3rd  to  6  IQ  failed  To  Hi  m 
neiden  to  Fcbtore  (61.  good  lo  tern). 
Selector  LOMSWOC  LAD  (nap) 


FORTE  MERIDIEN  PRIX  DE  L'APC  DE  TWOMPHE  ACCEPTORS:  Sunshack 

Saned  by  A  Fabre,  Fr).  Swain  (A  Fabre,  Frt,  Tamure  (J  Gosden),  Classic 
Che  (S  bin  Surety),  Oscar  Schindler  (K  Prenderjjast.  Ire),  Plisudski  (M 
Stoute).  Luso  (C  Brittain).  Court  Ol  Honour  (P  Chapp&Hyam),  Leeds  (H  Van 
de  Poete,  Fr).  Panfire  (G  Wragg),  Russian  Snows  (S  btai  Sunxx).  Shaamrt  (W 
Haggas),  Radevore  (A  Fabre,  Fr/,  Darazari  (A  de  floyer-Dupre.  Fr).  Polaris 
FBSu  (P  Chapple+ty»n).  La  Deson  (P  Demetcaslel.  Ft).  Zagreb  (D  Weld.  lie). 
Hoissk)  (E  Lei  louche,  Fr),  Luna  Wells  (A  Fabre.  Fr/,  LeonBa  IR  Collel,  Fr)  There 
is  a  final  supplementary  3lage  today. 


THUNDERER 

1  so  Genera/  Mouktar.  2.20  Burnt  Sienna.  2.55 
Ramstar.  3.25  Have  A  Nightcap.  4.00  Miners  Rest 
4^5  Coimosser. 


GOING  HARD 


SIS 


1  .50  NORMAN  READING  MEMORIAL  MAIDEN 

HURDLE  (£2.295. 2m  3)  IlOytJ)  (4  runners) 

;  220-'  G9ERAL  MOUKTAR  43F(B)M  P'te  fi-H-5-  -  £»Ute 

;  3  SECOND  WLOURS  21  (W1M  P«  6-1 1-5  •  A  PifcSte 

»  ffh-  RE1NE  DE  LA  CHASSE  1B3  R  0  btolnwi  4-KM3  AlfcCtota 

;  ijjo  SWINGS  NTWWGS  5  BPtohngr-10-U  R  Farrtt 

i-5  MteK*  IM  roitti.  5-1  Reme  Cw  La  Chissc.  B-1 

Sru.igi:  n  fiiffifl'i  -  — 


2.20  TAUNTON  CASTLE  SELLING  HURDLE 

(£2  005  2mifhl5) 

1  3114  HACKEnSCR0SSS(D/,6)PEKks8-U>5 

:  4B5  JAVA  SHFbNE  :i  (ttFl  J  Tote  5-11-5  . 

}  3365  MGHT  TIME  22  (F)FJoidin  *.-IM 

-  jfi  BURNT  SIEMN4  ’1  TV/)  J  Ataf  4‘iB-IT 
i  0W-  BLURRED  IMAGE  138  J  nr i5«-l. 

(  ^  FEREfiSHAl-L  12  WRfttwK^lO-U  - 

r  -02  REET  CADE!  43 .(B)  «  Ate  5-l^L  - 
*  n -jc  iinlfu  iDjOR  49  R  POfOCV  Ifc-iU-l* 

Hi  FOPS  ONTOELfOffi.1'  <■ 

()«  saoirouiMEbSi  1(KU  _ _ 

Sms'  ;fl-i  1-'-1  1B1V  ,4~ 


M  R  Thornton  (7) 

.  R  Bdamv 

M  G  Stenkta  (7) 
IN  Mcftotand 
..  T  J  Itapfty 
PMUjMftkn 

_ C  Mante 

..  N WBamsai 
BPOtt* 
ADontaoP) 
oaUffTFUL 
T  Disartfte  (3) 


Pipe  lands  five  at  Exeter 

_ _  nr-,r-  t. -lrTinTint  tO  20  through 


martin  PIPE'S l^»^^rgveS>- 
the  card  failed  narrowly  at  -  ^  ^ 

The  VVeUingron  ««ner  ^  rf 

races,  his  only  reverse  N0vices- 

Shikaree,  fourth  tn  the  Do'nLni^ j^  '  DaI)ccr 
Chase.  Doctor  Green  and 
landed  ihe  first  two  J1;-'-  _  ,iie  iasl  three. 
Nordic  Valley  and  °Hj  \  ^  always 

”!  never  expected  tu  Sjled  the  first 

hopeful." said  ihe  trainer,  who  aco 
five  vsinners  at  ihe  course  in  Au^ 


1  0351  RAMSTAR  13  ffS)  PHotte  B-11-10 - APItetey 

2  2PB-  TOWDS1  BUY  217  fC^£)  R  Hodges  11-11-4  T  Oascort*  (3) 

3  F^-3  CLEAR DEA 21  (F.G) ft Fm3 8-11-1  . .  JFroa 

4  -2P0  SLPPBTf  MAX  19  (f£)  R  J*kos  12-10-0 . WMantm 

5  36P5  6ABISH 4 (F.G) B Sanoi  11-ltM) _  ttrRTtewna  17) 

6-4  ferabr.  M  a«*  idea.  3-1  PdbOo  Boy.  16-1  Sfcpeiy  14b.  2S-r  GttsA 


3.25  SUMMER  FIELD  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.253:  2m  IQ  (6) 


1  121-  MOAN  JOCKEY  80F  (DRU  Pipe  4-1*0.  .  .  A  P  McCoy 

2  -P16  HAW  A  NIGHTCAP  l6  yffif.&JS)  H  Uftmtan  7-11-0 

Bftxral 

3  4-23  COKWHU.  4  {DJr/3S)R  Hodges  9-10-11.  „  Jtelts  (7) 
*  2431  SH1EUMAH  4  (CO^.Q  K  BOn  7-10-10  (7ee) ..  TJMwptt 

5  -123  SAFETY 28 (B.CDJ.G) J Mrt# 9-10-5 .  AktagMe 

6  050-  HARLfaum  WALK  57F  (BAG)  R  0'Sdhan  5-10-3 .  P  Holey 
6-lhtKiJBCter.  7-2  SifeNmai,  5-)  Camn  Hto.  6-1  ftekmte  Mb*.  8-1  >ta**A 

MgMcap.  5totay 


4.00  THURLBEAR  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2.666: 2m  9)  (4) 

1  5223  BUIE  RAVW  21  ff)  D  Brace  5-11-10.......  Atagwo 


4115  MWfflSRSr22'(t)Gfi^Pftfite«-TM. 


4  P  McCoy 

3  34-4  I5VERGALA  4  R  Hodges  6-10-10 -  TDWtaftep) 

4  5343  TEIMAH  SYSTEMS  38  (Fi)  J  White  7-10-6 -  S  Caw 

64  Etna  Raw.  2-1  Mrac  Rea  7-2  River  Cab.  6-1  Tekw  Syttns 


4.35  WWEUSCOMBE  JUVENftf  NOVICES 

HURDLE  (£Z,295:  Zm  Tf)  (8) 

I  COLESROOK  lMUE  1BF  J  Bnfey  10-10  . —  Ml 

■  o  GHOSTLY  APFAHTiOK  12  J  Upw  WMO - (j 

BUBMt  »KHP  1BF  B  UnwBw  10-10 .  B  PUtod 

COKTOSSERZIFMRp.lO-S  .  —  .  ...  -  SWm 

MURA  iff  P  Monte  1H-  -  —  -  "  ttrfatarrt 

5  MY  BEAlTIffUL  DREAM  40  A  Staid.  10-5  - 

f524  SOttG  FOR  JESS  19  F  Jodsn  10-5 - -  Mr  G  Sbwtti  (7) 

„  TRUWNA 103F  fl  Sawion  10-5 - - — .  Lftenroy 

4-7  Commsei  6-1  Wra  8-1  Tttm  12-1  SnsSy  AppXtrai.  Saq  Fa  tea. 
M-\  taken  M.  20-i  ate* 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


Jtagun.  4  Von  11W:  f  Dascombe.  6  ban  45, 1334;  c  Made. 

9  torn  71. 127% 

uarkft  RASSt  Trttatos:  J  WTtaa.  12  wwos  bom  «  raWR. 

S*SK  SSL  98*  ».  3»  N  J"  | 

w  m*.  M  Rsvefty,  tf  fnifli  fl  Prttf.  4  jofff  u, 

Smifi' iSsSk  M  Dwyw.  19  bom  TW.  1B3V  P  Ntw. 1 7  *«i 
95  it  9%.  R  Duimody.  11  bom  64. 17A  C  LkWHpi-  3  bom  16. 
1B’7\;  L  #N».  16  bom  99, 162%  _ 


TAUNTON  Mi 

2.55  CURLANO  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3.501: 2m  3f)  (5) 

THUNDERER 

2.TO  Captain  Khadrve.  2.45  Anabranch.  3.15  Strong 
Promisa.  3.50  Eden  Dancer.  4^5  The  GaHopin  - 
major.  5.00  Jalcanto. 


G0WG:  -GOOD  (GOOD  TO  FIRM  IN  PLACES) 


SIS 


2.1 0  BURLEY  Flia  HTECT  CONDmONAL  JOCKEYS 

HANDICAP  CHASE 
(£3,347: 2m  If  110yd)  (4  ruimss) 

.  1  5-21  CAPTAIN  KH3XVE  20  IJLFAS)  P  tedtafls  8-12-0 


Guy  Lett  97 

?  P3-5  RALLY  RAHSON  111  ICDJ&  Bltekta  10-10-13  J  Cutty  ffi 

3  20-2  THE YTOB. 5 0 ftugb UMB-0 - - Pttatty  70 

4  442  CflVaJLATHN  38 {VjCDl6.S)DMc£ain  10-104...  DWtoati  65 
«  Capun  Khedtes.  2-1  bly  Pram  10-1  Tl*  YoW.  20-1  Orataon 


2.45  BURLEY  BUTLER  HEATH!  TROLLY  NOVICES 
HURDLE  (£2,388. 2m  If  110yd)  (11) 

1  -1265  IRS  MON  12 (CD/)  UBMby  4-14-4 - llrAWUl[7]  « 

2  2-21  ANABRANCH  28  (6)  J  Jetenen  &-T1-0 - M  NHta)  (7)  @ 

3  5DT  BAliY5fflOWr89FJ Panes 5-10-12 - ADtftbki- 

4  040  MEUOWYHIDW 37 JlttJte 5-10-12 - EtoteadP)  - 

5  00)3  NASHAAT  13 MCtedmai 8-10-12 - WWoftihgta  78 

5  F  FLYAWAY  BUSS  SMB  MRweiey  4-1  m - P  Wwn  - 

7  JAVA  RED  31F  J  FVzgeekf  4-TO-J?  — . M  Dwyer  - 

8  USTBT  RM  S9F  N  TwtskivDaMS  4-10-11.. —  CLtaraft*'  - 

9  SUVALU  132F  M  Ucqftw  4-10-11  .  - -  LWyer  - 

10  -PM  KAJOSTAR  1 2  S  Qropot  B-10-T .  0  BdrtMB  (7J  - 

11  FEHY  FOOTSTEPS  27FSCar*wn4-lM - JMog- 

17-4  Mntoi.  7-2  Mta  4-1  ten  Jtet  S-)  teteto.  6-1  Flyaiar  BiK 
10-1  he  Mta.  IM  Uedow  VMh».  14-1  afters. 


3.15  BURLEY  VTSffUME  NOVICES  CHASE 
{£4.395: 2m  II  110yd)  (6) 


1  24-1  STRONG  PWMGE  13  (FjG)  G  Vkftcanl  5-11-2  KBattO)® 

2  -055  OOCTOfl-J 34JW/) J Wtata 6-10-12 . BFttnn  - 

3  -233  RECORD  UNER  13  (F)  M  Qapran  6-10-12.  W  WontengUa  - 

4  31P2  SHAUK 13  (F)  J tenktns 6-10-12 .  - - NTEo»(7)  78 

5  40-5  SHAW S8BAT1*  12(F) 0  8*1*6-10-12 -  PWwet  - 

6  022-  JATHB  152  |F,60  Mrs  U  tes  5-10-11  - 0  Bjrmt  - 

4-9  Sfeong  Pramse,  5-1  tecob.  8-r  Shrift.  10-1  Sharp  testradon.  70-1  totes. 


3.50 


AIR  PRODUCTS  GASES  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£3.355. 2m  If  110yd)  (5) 

1  02-4  NOtaVUTAGE  14F  (65)  M  Chapran  5-12-0  WWartttntoim  9 

2  004-  OtSTAfTT  ECHO  T52f,fil  ft  6-IT-2.  .  R  ttanwofldf  97 

3  11-3  H)6t  DANCER  10F  pF4)  Mis U  Rwefey  4-10-5  .  PMven  32 

4  UZf*  DWLRY 1SF  (B.G.S)  R Ctag^ 8-10-5 - - BFerton  92 

5  131  FELD  OF  VIS1W  19  (CO/)  Ms  A  SMftmk  6-tM  j  Soppte  K 


9-4  Held  a  Vtaion.  3-1  Nan  Vrtage.4-1  Detari  Ecdn,  Eden  Dancer.  5- 1  Owky. 


4.25  BIBUY  FORGE  RANGE  NOVICES  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (£3,779:  3m  II)  (5) 

1  2211  TWGARQPWTAAJOR  19(F) Ms Mfewtay 6-n-iO HSmte  91 

2  562-  RHAL  BEAT  146  J  Orth  7-1 1-8 . . ATborrton  97 

J  400-  CAMP BAtK 260 N TaOta-Dates 6-11-7 - ClteMByn  - 

4  322-  MOBILE  bCSSB(GB1129  (5)  T6eafle  8-11-6  M  A  Bcgertod  ® 

5  (VO-  AUNttE LORNA 2S7 N PenM 7-KHI — MtRWtodeyP)  - 
11-10  The  GsAoprTjafti.  2-1  Camp  Bank.  5-1  Mttte  Uesanfla.  B-i  totes 


5.00  Bu»£Y  aermic  fire  handicap  mifflif 

(£3.371:  3m)  (4) 


1  HD-  JALOWfTOITF^MsMflgwferS-lM? _ P«wn  95 


2  31-1  H«»E MUCKS'^  NTttwritetes 6-H-2 (6ed  _ 

CUMMynUl 

3  111-  MASTER  OF  TIC  ffflCH 247  (V.CO/,6^)  J  ItertM  7-11-1 

E  Hustort  (3 1  91 

4  1112  ORDO0  MDR 12  (DJFJFfi)  U  Meagher  7-10-10  _  D  Byrne  93 

4-5 Fratte Mud  4-1  Ofltag  Wor. 9-2 Mbhi ffllbe Rod 5-1  Mom. 


Bailey  appoints  O’Dwyer 


KIM  BAILEY  has  signed 
Conor  O’Dwyer  to  replace 
Norman  Williamson  as  his 
stable  jockey.  “He  will  have 
his  first  ride  for  me  al 
Uttoxeter  on  Saturday,"  Bai¬ 
ley  said  yesterday.  William¬ 
son  left  Bailey  during  the 
summer  to  ride  as  a  freelance. 

O’Dwyer  will  maintain  his 


partnership  with  Imperial 
Call  who  gave  him  his  big- 
gest  success  in  the  Gold  Cup 
at  Cheltenham  last  March. 
“He  still  has  contacts  in 
Ireland  and  won't  be  with  me 
die.  whole  time  but  they  race 
mainly  on  the  weekend  over 
there  so  he  should  be  able  to 
do  both."  Bailey  said. 


NEWMARKET 

TOT 

201 

MKTRASai 

102 

202 

TAUNTON 

103 

203 

IRISH 

130 

220 

(££! 

Switch?  Delta? 


YOU  BET 


You  can  use  your  SWITCH  or  DELTA 
Bank  or  Building  society 
-ti  ‘v'-„  debit  cards  to  bet  on  the 
iij;  phone  with  William  HiJl. 
RING  TODAY*  BET  TODAY 


ra  OBI  A  OBX1  Jtt&MT  HfflWM  «W0  789»W11H*  toll  RID  MU  NWS  318*0  TO  FluoiKixm 
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46  SPORT /RADIO 


as  a  : 
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Tl  : 
tativ  : 
exha  i 
disp  ' 
have  « 
Fort  i 
seen  c 
I  h'c  1 
deta<  < 
telev  i 
Rani  i 
M 

man  r 
tice,  1 


2SHh 
<«fa  , 
Byaa  ® 
HEW 


Sportsmen  feel  lure 
of  running  for  office 


In  America  they  call  them  the 
“poiiticaj  jocks".  They  are  former 
sportsmen,  mostly  household 
names  and  childhood  heroes,  who. 
instead  of  buying  a  pub  or  a  sports 
shop  as  a  retirement  career  option, 
opt  to  go  into  the  world  of  politics. 

There,  in  the  wake  of  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  Jack  Kemp,  the  former 
American  footballer,  as  the  Republi¬ 
can  vice-presidential  candidate,  they 
reckon  that  the  political  arena  is 
increasingly  becoming  a  natural 
playing  field  for  sports  figures. 

The  latest  to  line  up  for  this 
particular  race  is  Jim  Ryun.  three 
times  an  Olympian  and  former  world 
mile  record-holder.  Ryun  first  made 
the  US  Olympic  team  In  1964  while 
he  was  still  at  high  school  and  still 
holds  the  high  school  record  for  the 
mile  at  3 min  55  Jsec.  These  days  he  is 
pounding  the  campaign  trail  in 
Kansas,  where  he  is  running  for  a 
congressional  seat  as  a  Republican. 

He  is  being  helped  in  hts  vole- 
chasing  by  Steve  Largent,  a  former 
American  footballer  with  the  Seattle 
Seahawks.  who  is  now  a  congress¬ 
man  for  Oklahoma.  Although  they 
are  political  upstarts,  they  both  enjoy 
the  kind  of  instant  recognition  that 
most  politicians  spend  years  cultivat¬ 


ing.  and  pundits  reckon  that  they 
have  a  great  political  future. 

But  they  should  beware.  The 
obvious  British  counterpart  of  the 
great  Jim  Ryun  is  our  own  Seb  Coe  — 
double  Olympic  champion  and  Con¬ 
servative  MP  for  Falmouth  and 
Camborne  —  and  he  appears  to  be 
suffering  in  the  Commons  in  a  way 
that  he  rarely  did  on  the  track. 

(n  a  survey  of  MR  published  by 
The  Sunday  Times,  a  tenth  of  ail  the 
members  questioned  voted  Coe  one  of 
the  least  impressive  MPS  of  the  1992 
Westminster  intake.  In  Britain,  it 
seems,  we  don’t  give  our  former 
sportsmen  an  easy  time  when  they 
enter  the  political  arena. 


v.f: 


WA*  •  ••  -  ■ 

Seb  Coe,  the  runner,  enjoyed  a  glorious  career  on  the  track 


There  is  an  uncomfortable  ambiva¬ 
lence  about  sportsmen  and  women  in 
British  political  life.  The  parties,  and 
particularly  their  leaders,  love  to 
identify  themselves  with  sport  and 
the  votes  that  go  with  it  In  his 
conference  speech  at  Blackpool  this 
week.  Tony  Blair  repeated  ly  chanted 
tiie  refrain  “Labour's  coming  home" 
—  echoing  the  chorus  of  Three  Lions 
and  evoking  the  patriotic  excitement 
of  Euro  96.  And  the  best  photocall  at 
tiie  Labour  conference  last  year 
involved  Blair  in  a  staged  kickabout 
with  Kevin  Keegan. 

John  Major,  who  has  a  genuine 
love  of  sport,  never  misses  a  chance  to 
be  pictured  at  Lord's  or  the  Oval, 
chatting  to  the  England  cricket  team. 
As  a  former  keen  schoolboy  cricketer 
he  will  even  pad  up  or  bowl  in  tiie 
nets  to  catch  tiie  eye  of  the  photogra¬ 
phers.  When  the  country  does  wdl  on 
the  sports  field,  runs  tiie  political 
wisdom,  such  leaders  can  hope  for 
some  benefit  at  the  ballot  booc 

But  while  they  tike  to  tap  into 
sporting  success,  when  it  comes  to 
making  use  of  former  sportsmen  in 
politics,  Britain's  parties  seem  for  less 
sure-footed.  Not  many  sportsmen 
enter  the  Westminster  stakes  and 
when  they  do  they  rarefy  shine. 

There  are  exceptions,  of  course. 
One  of  the  most  notable  was  Christo¬ 
pher  Chataway,  one  of  Roger  Bannis¬ 
ter’s  pacemakers  when  he  broke  the 
four-minute  mile  barrier  in  1954.  and 
onoe  holder  of  the  world  record  for 
5,000  metres.  Chataway  went  on  to 
become  Minister  for  Industrial  Dev¬ 
elopment  but,  significantly,  when  he 
was  offered  the  job  of  Minister  of 
Sport  he  turned  it  down.  In  the 
Commons  at  the  moment  can  also  be 
found  the  liberal  Democrat  foreign 
affairs  and  defence  spokesman  and 
former  Olympic  sprinter.  Menzies 
Campbell. 

like  Coe,  such  men  strive  to  carve 
out  parliamentary  careers  that  have 
nothing  to  do  with  their  sporting 
past.  They  divorce  themselves  from 
their  athletic  persona  as  if  they  are 
afraid  of  being  typecast  and  not  being 
taken  seriously. 

It  is  a  pity,  for  sport  in  this  country 
is  lamentably  lacking  in  heavyweight 
leadership,  and  could  use  tiie  exper¬ 
tise  and  experience  of  a  squad  of 
sportmen-politidans.  In  France  the 
sports  minister  is  Guy  DruL  He  is  a 
former  Olympic  champion  over  110 
metres  hurdles,  and  he  is  largely 
credited  with  the  success  of  the 
France  team  in  the  Atlanta  games.  In 
Brazil  the  minister  in  charge  of  sport 
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Reckless  and 
trackless  4 

Across  the  Desert  of  Death.  Radio  4. 7JOpm, 

They  were  brave  but.  it  has  to  be  said,  slightly  idfotic.  What  didiiadd 
to  the  sum  of  human  knowledge  that  they  found  a 
old  manure  and  a  vast  amount  of  shattered  pphery?  The^Tglo- 
Chinese  expedition  across  790  miles  of  the  TaJdamakan  Desert  m 
western  China  in  1993  was  a  “first"  for  men,  camels  and  a  woman. 
The  camels,  at  least,  were  spared  the  worrying  thought  that, 
translated,  the  Chinese  name  ror  the  desert  was:  "You  go  in  —  you 
never  come  our.  AngtoChinese  relations  could  easily  have  been 
ruptured  when  the  expedition  leader  booted  a  Chinese  on  the  camel 
on  which  he  was  taking  an  unauthorised  nde.  He  was.  when  all  is 
said  and  done,  a  representative  of  his  Government. 

Blood  of  (be  Ring  Finger.  Radio  4, 2.00pm. 

The  events  in  Jane  Cassidy's  drama  about  superstitious  hysteria  take 
place  in  the  Mountains  of  Moume,  in  Ulsrer.  during  the  ea  rly  days  of 
the  20th  century.  I  would  not  blame  you  for  thinking  that  it  could  iust 
as  well  be  Massachusetts  in  the  late  17th.  the  place  and  time  of  Arthur 
Millers  The  Crucible.  As  in  Miller's  play,  sparks  of  animosity  in  a 
physically  close-knit  community  are  fanned  into  flames.  All  it  takes  is 
for  someone  to  enunciate  the  word  witchcraft.  I  had  some  difficulty 
sorting  out  the  relationships  in  Blood  of  the  Ring  Finger.  You  might 
be  luckier.  Jane  Cassidy's  use  of  song  to  link  the  unusually  short 
scenes  is  eerily  effective.  Peter  u^ue 


-  JH 


Seb  Coe,  the  politician,  has  been  criticised  by  his  fellow  MPs 


is  the  footballing  legend.  Pelt  and  it 
is  even  said  that  he  has  ambitions  to 
be  his  country's  president 

In  America  the  vote-pulling  power 
of  sport  is  so  potent  that  for  from 
playing  down  their  sporting  pedi¬ 
gree,  the  politicians  make  all  they  can 
of  it  Jack  Kemp  constantly  reminds 
the  electorate  of  his  13  seasons  as  a 
professional  American  footballer. 
When  asked  if  he  was  ready  to  serve 
with  Bob  Dole,  Kemp  replied  simply: 
“Quarterbacks  are  always  ready.” 
And  no  American  president  seems 
able  to  hold  office  without  the  props 
of  golf  dubs  or  jogging  shoes. 

But  when  Britain's  athletes  venture 
into  politics  they  seem  all  too  reluc¬ 
tant  to  make  any  mention  of  their 


Clawing  our  way  back  after  anguish  of  poor  start 


THE  day  before  the  start  of 
our  round-the-world  race,  I 
was  to  be  found  at  home, 
walking  the  dog  on  the  com¬ 
mon  and  trying  to  think  of  an 
easy  way  to  say  goodbye  to  rtfy 
two  boys.  Although  it  is 
planned  for  us  all  to  meet 
again  in  Wellington  just  after 
Christmas,  it  seemed  so  final 
for  some  reason. 

That  evening  I  couldn’t  put 
it  off  any  longer  and,  amid 
many  tears,  mine  induded.  I 
said  my  goodbyes  and  my  wife 
Tracey  drove  me  down  to 
Southampton.  There,  thanks 
to  the  generosity  of  our  boat 


James  Capstick  files  his  first  report  as  he  heads  for  Rio  de  Janeiro 
as  a  crew  member  on  Ocean  Rover  in  the  BT  Global  Challenge 


sponsors  on  Ocean  Rover ,  all 
the  crew  members  were 
booked  into  a  posh  hotel  for 
the  night  with  their  other 
halves.  The  drive  down  was 
completed  in  almost  total  si¬ 
lence.  mainly  because  Tracey 
was  probably  too  upset  and  I 
was  afraid  of  saying  the 
wrong  thing.  After  arriving  at 
the  hotel,  things  eased  a  bit  as 
we  sat  at  the  bar  and  we  even 
managed  a  few  jokes. 


I  never  thought  1  would  be 
able  to  go  to  sleep  when  we 
went  to  bed,  especially  as  we 
had  orders  from  our  skipper, 
Paul  Bennett,  to  do  so  sober. 
However,  as  soon  as  my  head 
touched  tiie  pillow.  I  was  away 
and  the  next  thing  I  knew  my 
6am  alarm  call  came  through. 

I  had  a  lazy  shower  (it  may 
be  the  last  for  a  while),  dressed 
in  my  Ocean  Rover  sailing 
gear  and  prepared  to  say 
goodbye  to  Tracey.  At  the  last 
moment,  she  decided  to  come 
down  to  the  boat  with  me 
rather  than  stay  at  the  hotel. 

It  was  a  cold,  wet  and  windy 
morning  which  matched  my 
mood  because,  rather  than 
being  excited  on  the  morning 
of  the  start.  I  was  depressed 
for  some  reason.  When  we 
arrived  at  the  quay,  there  were 
hundreds  of  people  and  lots  of 
cameramen  trying  to  capture 
farewell  scenes.  We  found  a 
quiet  spot  and  hugged  and 
kissed  and  said  all  tiie  things 
you  would  expect  We  both 


had  a  ay  and  then  l  walked  on 
to  Ocean  Rover  —  my  home 
for  the  next  ten  months. 

It  was  very  emotional  as  we 
slipped  our  moorings  and 
motored  out  into  Southamp¬ 
ton  Water.  Although  putting 


on  a  brave  face,  I  think  most  of 
us  were  a  little  bit  lost  in  our 
own  thoughts.  We  had  about 
four  hours  to  wait  before  tiie 
start  at  12.05pm.  An  early 
lunch  was  prepared  and  the 
time  flew  until,  together  with 
the  other  13  Challenge  yachts, 
we  were  jockeying  for  position 
around  the  start  line,  watched 
by  a  large  spectator  fleet  It 
was  a  good  turnout  consider- 

STEPHB*  MUMMY/  AllSPOHT 


Capstick  takes  his  turn  at  the  helm  of  Ocean  Rover 


mg  it  was  blowing  about  a 
Force  8  and  was  wet  and 
bumpy. 

As  we  moved  in  for  our 
start  we  had  a  minor  problem 
with  our  staysail  and  I  had  my 
head  down  grinding  a  winch 
when  someone  on  board  said 
that  we  had  crossed  the  line. 
For  me,  it  was  a  bit  of  an 
anticlimax  as  I  had  missed 
seeing  tire  gun  go  off. 

We  had  a  poor  start  but 
over  the  next  24  hours  dawed 
our  way  back  to  the  front  third 
of  the  fleet  During  this  period 
watches  were  dictated  by  who 
was  seasick  and  who  was  not 
With  about  a  third  of  us 
suffering,  it  was  hard  work  for 
those  who  could  stand  a 
watch.  But  by  the  second  day, 
people  had  started  to  recover 
and  life  began  to  improve. 

We  had  a  brilliant  second 
night  with  a  12-hour  spinna¬ 
ker  run  and  the  day  dawned 
bright  with  dolphins  playing 
on  the  bow  wave.  Lovely  stuff. 
We  are  slowly  getting  into  a 
routine  and  the  promise  of 
sunshine  and  blue  seas  in  the 
next  couple  of  days  beckons. 

Letters,  page  21 


Peace,  love,  flowers. 


Curry  feast  follows 
exciting  duel  in  sun 

By  Edward  Gorman,  sailing  correspondent 


Beer. 


THE  BT  Global  Challenge 
fleet  was  passing  Cape  Finis- 
lerre  on  the  northwest  tip  of 
Spain  last  night  in  a  relatively 
tight  bunch  spread  over  38 
miles  with  Chris  Tibbs,  on 
Concert,  in  the  lead,  closely 
followed  by  Simon  Walker, 
on  Toshiba,  and  Mike  Gol¬ 
ding  on  Group  4. 

During  a  squally  night  on 
Tuesday  when  crews  on  all  14 
yachts  were  up  and  down 
doing  regular  sail  changes, 
positions  in  the  heart  of  the 
fleet  were  changing  constant¬ 
ly  with  3Com .  Ocean  Rover 
and  Commercial  Union  in  the 
thick  of  it 

With  the  wind  easing  and 
plenty  of  sun  yesterday,  the 
crews  were  beginning  to  dry 
out  as  the  average  boat  speed 
for  the  fleet  dropped  to  JL6 
knots.  The  yachts  are  now  on 
their  way  towards  the 
Berienga  Lighthouse,  their 
second  waypoint,  about  220 
miles  south  of  Finisterre. 
They  will  leave  Berienga  to 
starboard  before  heading 
down  towards  Brazil  with 
northeasterlies  likely  to  hold 
sway  for  some  time. 

One  of  the  best  dogfights  in 
the  fleet  came  on  Tuesday 
between  the  defending  cham¬ 
pion.  Nuclear  Electric,  and 
Group  4.  As  the  crew  on 


Group  4  reported  yesterday: 
“A  great  day's  sailing  on 
Tuesday  —  in  the  sun  — 
match  racing  with  Nuclear 
Electric  A  nail-biting  after¬ 
noon  ended  triumphantly  at 
1739  hours  when  we  moved 
ahead,  approximately  one 
mile  west  of  them.  We  had  a 
celebratory  supper  of  vegeta¬ 
ble  curry  and  peach  Angel 
Delight" 

Most  crew  members  have 
now  overcome  seasickness, 
though  Courtaulds  reported 
three  people  still  “severely 
sick”  yesterday.  In  commmon 
with  several  others. 
Courtaulds  is  experiencing 
problems  with  lifejackets  self- 
inflating. 

On  77me  &  Tide,  the  dis¬ 
abled  crew  had  their  first 
casualty  when  Nigel  Smith, 
an  amputee,  broke  his  wood¬ 
en  leg.  James  Hatfield,  the 
skipper,  reported  that  the 
damage  was  repaired  using 
flex  ami  duct  tape 

Heath  Insured  II  is  report¬ 
ing  the  most  damage  with 
problems  continuing  with  the 
rigging  screw  on  the  star¬ 
board  aft  lower  shroud,  plus 
problems  with  both  heads 
(lavatories),  the  generator  and 
the  electric  bilge  pump. 

Positions,  page  44 


Answers  from  page  42 
IMOGEN 

(a)  Daughter  of  Cymbeline,  a  woman  so  pure  that  virtue  shines 
from  her  likea  light,  and  who  is  therefore  doomed  (in  the  way  of 
Shakespeare’s  innocent  heroines)  to  be  misunderstood  and 
mistreated  by  everyone  die  meets.  Cymbeline  is  a  hotchpotch  of 
themes  that  Shakespeare  developed  better  singly  later:  the 
grumpy  old  king,  the  wicked  stepmother,  die  wicked  Italian 
lachimo  (lago).  girls  in  drag  and  supposed  poison  that  turns  out 
to  be  a  harmless  sleeping-draught 
THA1SSA 

fd  In  Pericles,  sbe  is  the  daughter  of  Simonides,  the  Princess  of 
Pentapolis,  whom  Perides  woos  and  wins.  Later,  thought  to  be 
dead  in  a  storm,  she  is  rescued  and  brought  back  to  life  by 
Cerimon;  15  years  after  that  as  a  dignified  priestess  of  Diana’s 
temple  at  Ephesus,  she  is  reunited  with  Perides.  Her  lines  are 
few  and  her  character  is  non-existent. 

BUTTS 


Pages  and  footboys.” 

GONZALO 

(a)  Alonso's  old  retainer  in  The  Tempest.  He  is  unimaginative 
and  unquestioning,  one  of  those  salt-of-th c-earth  courtiers 
whose  trust  (in  Shakespeare's  plays,  at  Icasfl  is  in  the  office  of 
Prince  rather  than  the  rogue  who  fills  it.  Although  in  public  he 
appears  a  colourless  bore,  and  the  villains  he  associates  with 
steal  every  scene  from  him,  he  is  the  only  person  in  the  play  — 
not  excepting  Prospcro  —  to  envisage  the  island  as  a  Utopia  for 
other  people's  benefit  before  his  own. 

SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
1.  Rb7«-r  Kxb? (I. . . .  Rxb7;Z  QxgS);2.  BcS+I  KxdSt  3.Qxg8*  Kb7and.  after 
4,  Qg7+,  White  also  picks  up  a  black  rode.  _ 
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sporting  past  Perhaps  a  sense  of 
modesty  stops  them  mentioning  their 
youthful  triumphs.  If  so.  they  could 
probably  learn  a  trick  from  Ryun. 

His  television  commercial  shows 
no  wins,  no  records,  but  focuses  on 
his  most  disappointing  moment  as  an 
athlete.  That  was  in  the  1972  Olym¬ 
pics  in  Munich  when  another  run¬ 
ner's  foil  forced  him  to  crash  to  the 
brack.  Ryun's  last  hope  of  a  gold 
medal  was  ruined,  but  he  got  up. 
hopelessly  last  and  finished  tiie  race. 
He  reckons  that  footage  will  win  him 
his  seat,  and  launch  a  great  political 
career  in  a  land  where  they  appreci¬ 
ate  their  sporting-politicians. 

John  Bryant 


HI  Stereo  630am  Chns  Evans  930 
Simon  Mayo  12.00  Charts  Jordan 
2.00pm  Nicky  Campbell  4.00  Marti 
Goodier  730  Evening  Session,  in 
Glasgow  far  Freshers'  Week  1030  Mark 
RadcSffa  12jOO  Clara  Slurgess  4.00 
C>ve  Warren 


FM  Stereo.  630am  Sarah  Kennedy 

7.30  wake  Up  lo  WbganOSO  Kan  Boca 

11.30  Alex  Leslar  130pm  Debbie 
Thrower  3X10  Ed  Stewart  SLOS  John 
Dunn  7.00  The  News  Huddlnes  7.30 
□avid  Alan  930  Paid  Jones  9  AS 
Gospel  Train.  A  new  senes  1030  The 
Jamesons  12.05am  Charles  Nave  330 
Steve  Madden 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


630am  Morning  Reports,  fad  5  AS 
Wdte  Up  to  Money  630  The  Breddast 
Programme,  fad  635  and  735  Racing 
Preview  U5  The  Magazine,  with  Brian 
Hayes,  tnd  1035  News  bom  Europe 
1200  Midday  wflh  Mair,  fad  1235pm 
Monoycheck  205  Ruscoe  on  Five,  fad 
3.45  Entertefamanl  News  4.00  Nation¬ 
wide.  fad  at  5.45  Entertalnmenl  News 
700  News  Extra,  fad  at  700  Sports 
BufcKfa  7.35  The  Meltdown  to  the 
Golden  Squad.  The  dory  ol  the  Hungar¬ 
ian  Revolution  using  eyewitness  ac¬ 
counts  at  survivors  ol  the  so  called 
"Goldan  Squad"  ajJS  Inside  Edge  9JJ6 
SportsAmertca,  with  Alton  Byrd  9.35 
America  Graffiti  10.00  News  Tali  11.00 
Night  Extra  1235am  Alter  Hours  — 
Early  Call  236  Up  Al  NigW 


TALK  RADIO 


5.00uin  Early  Bteaktas!  7jOO  Paul  Ross 
B30  Scott  Chisholm  1230  Anna  Rae¬ 
burn  2Mpn  Tommy  Boyd  430 
Drivetime,  with  Peter  Deelsy  7.00  Maz 
Dee's  Spartszane  10.00  James  Whale 
1.00am  Ian  CoCns 


6.00am  On  Air.  Presented  by 
Andrew  MacGregor.  Includes 
Bach  (Vkfan  Concerto  in  E.  ' 
BWV1042);  Beethoven  (Siring 
Quartet  in  B  flat.  Op  18  No  6); 
Alain,  arch  Dutilleux  (Priere 
pour  Nous  a utres  Charnels); 
Rbnsky-Konsakov  (Piano 
Concerto  fa  C  sharp  minor); 
Hefaichen  (Beatus  vir); 
Lambert  (The  Rio  Grande] 

9.00  Morning  Collection,  with 
Catriona  Young.  Telemann 
(Overture-Suite  in  C.  TWV55 
C8);  Tcbetepnin  (La  Princesse 
Lofatafae):  Mozart  (Piano 
Quartet  fa  E  Bat  K493) 

1090  Musical  Encounters. 

Introduced  by  Geraint  Lewis. 
Grace  Williams  (Sea 
Sketches).  Prams  Artist  ol  the 
Week  David  Atherton.  Britten 
(Who  Are  These  Children?) 
Purcell  (My  Beloved  Spake, 
Z28);  Takemrlsu  (Les  Yeux 
Ctos  I  and  II):  Faura  (Cello 
Sonata  in  D  minor.  Op  109); 
Thiriel  (Compteinte  de  Gilles); 
Part,  Cantus  in  memoriam 
Benjamin  Britten;  Britten  (Four 
Sea  Interludes) 

1200  Composer  of  the  Week: 
Stem  Reich  at  80  indudes 
dapping  music 

1.00pm  News;  Opera  Matinee: 
The  Palace.  A  drama 
inspired  by  the  last  days  ol 
Hate  Selassie's  regime 
showrog  how  an  age-old 
reign  of  terror  gave  way  to  a 
new  revolutionary  one 

3.10  Langtais.  Cinq  Mediations 
sur  I  Apocalypse  with  Stephen 
Farr,  organ 

3-55  Phflharmonte  (Gerhard 
Centenary).  A  concert  given 
last  Saturday  in  the  Festival 
Han,  London,  fatroduced  by 
James  MacMillan 


555am  Shipping  Forecast  (LW 
only)  6.00  News  Briefing  rnd 
Weather  6.10  Farming  Today 
6-25  Prayer  lor  the  Day  630 
Today  fad  7.25,  835  Sport 
7 .45  Thought  lor  the  Day 
830  A  Moment's  Liberty  (4/5) 
838  Weather 

930  News  9.05  Face  the  Fads, 
with  John  Waite  (r) 

930  Common  Ground 
1040  News;  King  Solomon's 
Carpet  (FM),  by  Barbara 
Vfae.  adapted  by  Nick  Fisher 
mOO  Dally  Service  (LW) 

10.15  On  This  Day  (LW) 

10.30  Woman's  Hour 
11JO  From  Our  Own 
Correspondent 
12.00  News;  You  and  Yours 
1225pm  Questions  of  Taste. 

Chris  Kelly  hosts  the 
lighthearted  cuHnary  que 
1255  Weather 

1.00  The  World  at  One.  With  Nick 
Clarke  in  Blackpool  and 
James  Cox  in  London 
1.40  The  Archers  (r)  1.55 
Shipping  Forecast 
2.00  News;  Blood  of  the  Ring 
Finger.  See  Choice 
3.00  News;  The  Afternoon  Shift 
4.00  News  4JB  Kaleidoscope. 
Pad  Aker  revtews  a  new 
staging  at  Lorca's  Blood 
Wadding  and  lahs  to  Ken 
Campbell  about  his  new  show 
\Mm  Tune 

4.46  Short  Story;  Love  and 
Death  In  Languedoc.  A 

selection  ot  French  rales 
written  and  read  by 
Christopher  Hope  {4/5) 

5JM  PM  6,50  Stepping  Forecast 
5.55  Weather 
6-00  Six  O’clock  News 
6-30  Pm  the  Queen  ol  Sheba. 

Ken  Liwngstofie.  MP.  chars  a 
new  pond  game  about  Res 


AD  (fates  in  BST.  News  on  tire  hour 
SJOrm  Europe  Today  6130  Europe 
Today  7.05  The  Work)  Today  7.30 
Sports  International  8.10  Words  ot  Faith 
&15  Oft  the  Shelf  SJO  Network  UK  9.15 
Composer  ol  l  he  Month  9.45  Health 
Matters  10.05  Business  10.15  Sports 
International  1045  Sportll.30  BBC 
Engfeh  11.45  CHI  the  Shell  12.30pm 
Meridian  1.15  Bntan  Today  1.30  Islam. 
Fafth  and  Power  3.05  Outlook  3.30 
MuWtrack  4.05  Sport  4.15  BBC  Enghsh 
4J0  News  in  German  530  Business 
545  Britain  Today  6.10  World  Today 
625  Take  Five  530  Newra  In  German 
6X5  Sport  7.30  Islam.  Faith  and  Power 
8.00  Newshour  9.01  OuUook  9.25 
Words  of  Fatih  930  John  Peel  10.05 
Business  10.15  Britain  Today  1030 
Meridian  1130  World  Today  1145 
Sport  12.10am  Take  Five  12.15 
Souratzyte  1230  Bhangpa  Beal  130 
Good  Books  1.46  Britain  Today  230 
Outlook  235  Wdrds  ot  Fate  330  Tterty- 
Mnute  Drama  4.15  Sport  430  Europe 
Today 


CLASSIC  FM 


4.00m  Mark  Griffiths  630  Mike  Read 
930  Henry  Katy  1230  Susannah 
Simons  230pm  Lunchtime  Concerto. 
Kabatarsky  (Violin  Concerto,  Op  43) 
3.00  NrckBaley 630  Classic  Newsntgte 
630  Sonata  Poulenc  (Clannei  Sonawj 
730  Travel  Guide.  Tignes  and  Si  LuciS 
8.00  Evening  Concert.  Wagner 
(Tanrhauser  —  Overture):  Beethoven 
(Symphony  No  9  in  D  minor.  Op  125. 
Choral)  10.00  Mictael  Mappfa,  fad  ai 
1135  Nocturne  130m  Safty  Peterson 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


630am  Russ  W  Jem's  Breaklasl 
Experience  930  Richard  Skinner  1230 
Graham  Dene  4.00pm  Nicky  Home 
730  Paul  Coyts  (FM)  /  Robin  Banks 
(AH)  1030  Mark  Forrest  230am 
Jeremy  Clark 


530  Music  Machine.  BBC  sngers 
perform  pieces  composed  by 
London  students 

5.15  In  Tune.  Chausson  (Poeme): 
Bach  (Prelude  and  Fugue  fa 
E):  Safat-Saens  (Ceflo 
Concerto  No  1  fa  A  minor) 

730  London  Symphony 
Orchestra.  Features  the 
world  premiere  of  James 
MacMillan's  Ceflo  Concerto, 
the  central  work  in  a  triptych 
concerned  with  aspects  oi 
Easter  and  Passion bde;  the 
concerto  concentrates  on 
Good  Friday.  Conductor  Colin 
Davis,  Mstislav  Rostropovich, 
cello.  Sbelius  (En  saga)  830 
From  Einstem  to 
Frankenstein  Steven  Rose.  , . 
professor  ol  biology  at  the 
Open  University,  exsnfaes 
the  impact  of  popular  culture 
on  the  public's  conception  ol 
science  8.40  Concert  pari  2. 
Beethoven  (Symphony  No  7 
in  A) 

935  Reputations:  Elizabeth 
Bowen. 

1030  Music  Restored.  George 

Pratt  ritroduces  performances 
from  the  1996  York  Early 
Music  Festival  (4/7) 

1035  Night  Waves.  Hermione  Lee 
investigates  how  Michael 
Winterbottom  has  ladded 
Hardy's  disturbing  novel  Jude 
the  Obscure  m  his  new  fim 
Jude 

1130  Composers  of  the  Week: 
The  Court  of  James  VL 

Captain  Alexander 
Montgomerie  (rl 

1230  The  Rood  to  Toledo  4.  (r) 

1230am  Jazz  Notes,  Features 
tenor  sax  player  Michael 
Breckner 

1-00  Through  the  Night,  with 
Donald  Madeod 


and  deceit  With  guests 
Jeremy  Hardy,  Rebecca 
Front.  Jim  Sweeney  and  Fred 
MacAulay 

7.00  News  735  The  Archers 
730  Across  the  Desert  of  Death.  s  1 

See  Choice  (r)  *-'• 

8.00  20/20:  a  View  of  the 

Century.  The  penultimate 
programme  m  John  Tus3’s 
senes  offering  a  persona) 
perspective  on  the  last  iOO 


8.45  ¥heWriter*s  Day  Out  The 
series  in  wtech  writers  best 
known  for  creating  fiction 
become  reporters  tor  the  day. 
This  week  the  comic  novelist 
Richard  Francis  takes  up  the 
challenge 

930  Does  He  Take  Sugar?  The 
programme  tor  people  with 
disabittiies.  Presented  by 
Frederick  Dove 
930  Kaleidoscope  (r)  9-59 
Weather 

10.00  The  World  Tonight-  With 
Jeremy  Harris  in  London  and 
Robin  Lustlg  at  the  Labour 
Conference  m  Blackpool 
10.45  Book  at  Bedtime:  The 

Great  Gatsby.  Sam  Retards 
reads  F  Scott  Ficgerakfs 
classic,  abridged  by  Neville 
Teller  (9/10) 

11.00  Aunt  JuDa  and  the 

Scriptwriter.  The  final  pari  ol 
Mario  Vargas  Uosa  s  come 
novel.  With  Tom  Hollander. 
Siobhan  Redmond.  John 
Sessions  and  Alex  Lowe 
11 30  Offspring,  w«h  John  Peel  (r) 
1230  News  tnd  1237am  appro* 
Weather 

1230  The  Late  Book:  Nice  — 

Songs  They  Never  Play  on 
On  Radio  (4/8)  (rj  1246 
Shipping  Forecast 
1.00  As  World  Service 


2??aRln2r  sSI22^n%E?0  1  97.6-99.8.  RADIO  2.  FM  083; 

wf-  r  .  SI  9?^^2-4'  RADIO  4.  FM  92.4-94.fl;  LW  198;  MW 

198  «22Ss  g-JST-  jy*  g?3-  S?9-  WORLD  SERVICE.  MW  648;  LW 
™-  PM  100-102.  VIRGIN  RADIO-  FM 
r  *-P7,  121S-  TALK  RADIO  UK.  MW  1053,  1089.Televtsion 

**  p8ler  Dw*  ten  Hughes,  Rosemary 
w™*.  Susan  Thomson.  Jane  Gregory  and  John  McNamara. 
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TELEVISION  47 


Ross  sheds  no  light  on  the  Poldark  story 


I  rpherc  are  some  people,  f 
j*.  I  suppose,  who  hear  the 
F  X  names  R ok  and  Demdza 
Poldark.  and  go  all  funny  at  the 
back  of  the  neck.  Poldark  is 
certainly  a  good  name,  especially 
when  accented  (as  it  often  was  last 
night}  on  the  second  syllable.  Pbl- 
dark.  Ah-ha,  me  hearties,  it  brings 
out  the  Robert  Newton  imperson¬ 
ation  in  all  but  the  strongest 
willed.  Even  those  of  us  ignorant  of 
Winston  Graham's  novels,  who 
never  watched  the  old  BBC  series 
(with  Robin  Ellis  and  Angharad 
Rees),  had  a  certain  respect  for 
such  a  well-named  piece.  Poldark. 
It  makes  you  think  of  tin-mines 
and  lowering  coastal  scenery,  and 
(as  seen  on  a  million  book-jackets) 
rustic  Empire-line  dresses  in  coast¬ 
al  settings,  furling  and  snapping 
like  {lags  in  a  stiff  sea  breeze. 

But  Poldark  last  night  (ITV) 
was  awful.  Not  only  was  if  slow 
and  dull,  but  it  had  no  atmo¬ 
sphere,  and  no  proper  story.  A 


slice  of  plodding  saga  had  been 
extracted  and  turned  into  a  film  — 
making  a  narrative  with  no  begin¬ 
ning  and  no  end.  just  yards  and 
yards  of  pointless  middle.  In  the 
course  of  two  hours,  what  hap* 
pened?  Ross  Poldark  {John  Bowe 
with  long  hair  and  sideburns) 
returned  from  Westminster.  Jer¬ 
emy  Poldark  met  an  unavailable 
girl,  while  his  sister  Ctawance  met 
two  boys.  Ho  hum.  The  sea  glit¬ 
tered  when  it  got  the  chance.  A 
neighbouring  landowner  came  a 
cropper.  Ana  a  handsome  stranger 
stirred  things  up  a  bit.  for  motives 
that  were  not  revealed. 

The  shortfalls  weren't  just  in  the 
srory.  either.  Why  was  so  little 
money  spent  cm  actors?  Each 
cameo  appearance  cried  aloud  for 
a  famous  telly  face  f  Is  that  Robert 
Hardy?”  “Perhaps  li*s  Phoebe 
NichoHs!”)*  but  it  was  a  cruel  tease: 
when  the  camera  brought  them 
nearer,  they  were  invariably 
people  you'd  never  seen  in  your  life 


before.  As  for  the  principals.  Kelly 
Reilly  made  a  good  impression  as 
Clowance  (whai.  a  ridiculous, 
name)  while  Mel  Martin  was 
pretty  as  her  muni.  But  John 
Bawe?  Oh  God.  what-  a  wet 
weekend  he  was.  To  be  fair.  1  do. 
suffer  from  a  unique  chemical 
aversion  ioBoWS  Jacklustre.per- 
formances:  he  appears  on  screen 
and  1  lose  the  will  to  live.  .How 
clever  those  Prime  Suspect  people 
were,  casting  him  as  Marlowe 
that  Wank,  unreadable  psycho^ 
path.1  Casting  a  .man  with  -no 
qualities  as  Ross  Pbldark,  how¬ 
ever,  seems  not  very  clever  at  all; 

On  a  brighter  note,  BBCPs 
Beck  seemed  quite  prom¬ 
ising.  Its  star.  Amanda 
Redman,  has  a  great  charm,  on 
screen,  anyway,  especially  in 
dewy-eyed  repose;  and  it’s  not  her 
fault  that  her  lookalike  Amanda 
Burton  has  became. so  famous  re¬ 
cently,  with  a  similar  haircut  and  a 


REVIEW 

JH 

Lynne 

Truss 

similar  series.  How  galling;  one 
minute  there  are  no  Detective  Am¬ 
andas.  and  the  next  minute  there 
are  two.  All  it  needs  now  is  for 
Amanda  de  Cadcnet  to  gel  a  series 
as  a  police  markswoman  with  an 
unlikely  name  such  as  Torrent", 
and  confusion  will  be  complete. 

"Beck”  is  presumably  short  for 
Rebecca,  but  might  also  be  her 
surname.  U  makes  me  think  of 
mountain  streams  anyway.  "Hey. 


whatever!  Ler's  jiuf  call  her  Beck.” 
her  parents  may  have  reasoned  at 
the  font:  "and  then  one  day  she'll 
be  on  telly  running  a  missing- 
persons  agency  with  a  snappy  one- 
word  title  for  the  show.1” 
Christening  parties  queueing  be¬ 
hind  were  naturally  impressed  by 
this  decision,  and  decided  to  copy 
it.  “Hey,  whatever!"  they  agreed. 
“Let's  call  our  two  Muffy  and 
Tally,  and  they  can  be  sidekicks  — 
to  Beck!"  And  thus  was  another  set 
of  absurd  nicknames  foisted  on  a 
tolerant  public,  who  said  “Hey. 
whatever,  just  get  on  with  it" 
Establishing  a  personality  for 
Bed;  was  easy.  She  snatched  a 
slice  of  pizza  from  someone  rise’s 
box.  ordered  her  employees  about, 
worked  late,  neglected  a  bruised 
shoulder,  wore  a  black  leather 
skirt  and  had  a  lonely  bath  with 
candles  and  champagne.  The  sin¬ 
gle  career  woman,  in  a  nutshell. 
“Whar  shall  we  eat?"  asked  her 
boyfriend.  “Anything  with  choles¬ 


terol,”  she  quipped.  "Men,  why  do 
we  need  them?"  groaned  Theresa 
in  the  office.  “Saves  on  batteries?" 
said  Beck,  which  was  a  little 
uncalled  for  (unless,  of  course,  she 
was  talking  about  a  clock  radio). 

Such  smutty  talk  aside,  (he 
first  episode  had  plenty  of 
plot  entailing  lost  children 
and  lost  parents,  with  Beck  by  no 
means  a  pushover  emotionally. 
Perhaps  in  future  weeks  we  will 
leam  why  the  missing-persons 
business  drew  her  in,  when  she’s 
not  particularly  interested  in  run¬ 
aways  and  has  no  obvious  detec¬ 
tion  skills.  Meanwhile  nvo  plot 
strands  last  night  both  concerned 
children  who  had  run  away  —  one 
shocked  by  her  mother's  drinking, 
the  other  horrified  by  his  father's 
sexuality.  The  script  was  nothing 
special  and  the  direction  relied  too 
heavily  on  jumpy  camerawork 
(and  music)  to  make  things  inter¬ 
esting.  On  the  plus  side.  Amanda 


Redman's  hair  was  Jovely. 

The  most  memorable  drama  of 
the  evening,  perversely,  was  also 
the  shortest  —  BBC2's  10X10  was  a 
film  called  You  Drive  Me.  written 
and  directed  by  Stef  Penney.  It  was 
like  a  French  short  story.  On  a 
lonely  rural  road,  amid  acres  of 
waving,  waist-high  com.  a  hitch¬ 
hiker  (Andrew  Tieman)  flagged 
down  an  open-rapped  sports  car. 
Driving  it  was  Anna  Friel  (of 
Brooksidc  fame),  in  dark  glasses. 
Would  she  give  him  a  lift?  She  said 
she  was  frightened.  A  tear  fell 
down  her  cheek.  The  hitch-hiker 
walked  on.  then  came  back.  “Ill 
drive  you."  he  said.  At  which  point 
she  stepped  out  of  the  car  and 
walked  away,  through  the  com. 
“You  can’t  da  that,"  he  called  after 
her.  But  she  had,  and  it  was  rather 
startling.  And  sad  to  say,  it  was  the 
best  surprise  of  the  night. 

•  Matthew  Bond  will  return  next 
week 


r-\ 

■  i 


j  !  * 

4  *  5 


m 


-4V."« 


6.00am  Business  Breakfast  (2531 1) 

7.00  BBC  Breakfast  News  (Ceefax)  (71999) 
9.00  Breakfast  News  Extra  fCeelax) 
(5806680) 

9.20  Style  Challenge  (s)  (2708715)  9.45 
KUmy  (s)  (2538796)  10.30  Cant  Cook. 
Wont  Cook  (s)  (171 16) 

11.00  News,  Regional  News  and  weather 
(Ceefax)  (6112715) 

11.05  Conference  Live,  Live  coverage  of  the 
Labour  Parly  conference  (s)  (93645222) 
1.00  News  and  weather  (Ceefax)  (74086) 

1.30  Regional  News  and  weather  (57664319) 
1.40  Neighbours  (Ceefax)  (s)  (44614241) 
2.00  Call  My  Bluff  (s)  (6447661)  2.35 
Turnabout  (s)  (6609002)  3.00  The 
Terrace  (s)  (3796) 

3^0  Little  Bear  (s)  (7656932)  3,55  The 
Chipmunks  (r)  (s)  (9052852)  4.20  JuHa 
Jefcytf  and  Hamel  Hyde  (Ceefax)  (s) 
(8028067)  435  Smart  (Ceefax)  (s) 
(1088852)  5.00  Newsround  (Ceefax) 
(2608715)  5.10  Byfcer  Grave  (Ceefax) 
(s)  (6704319) 

5JS  Neighbours  (r)  (Ceelax)  (s)  (227S64) 
64)0  News  and  weather  (Ceefax)  (64) 

|^&30  Regional  news  (16) 

7.00  Watchdog.  (Ceefax)  fs)  (5777) 

7 JO  EastEnders.  Cindy  makes  a  decision 
she  could  regret.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (26) 

ELOO  Animal  HospitaL  Rolf  Harris  sees  the 
RSPCA's  trainee  inspectors  get  lessons 
from  the  fire  brigade  (Ceefax)  (s)  (4425) 
8^0  The  Hello  Girts:  Baslow  212. 
Telephone-exchange  comedy  set  in 
1959  The  supervisors  discover  that  the 
girls  have  been  listening  in  to  the  lop' 
secret  Baslow  line.  With  Letitia  Dean,  Amy 
Marston  and  Cotin  Wells  (Ceefax)  (s) 
(3932) 

9.00  Nine  O’clock  News,  Regional  News 

and  weather  (Ceefax)  (7970) 

9  JO  The  X  Hies:  Clyde  Brockman’s  Filial 
Repose.  Clyde  Brockman  has  a  unique 
gift — he  can  foretell  the  deaths  of  others. 
Unable  to  affect  the  outcome  he  hides  his 
ability  until  he  stumbles  across  a  serial 
killer  Mulder  and  Scully  try  to  enfist 
Brockman's  help  in  the  search  for  the 
killer,  but  soon  become  targets 
themselves.  (Coetax)  (s)  (680195) 

10.15  They  Think  If  a  All  Over.  Nick  Hancock 
comperes  a  game  of  wit  and  sporting 
knowledge  "with  a  difference".  Tonight's 
guests  are  the  Australian  comedian  and 
former  Neighbours  star  Mark  Little  and 
former  England  rugby  player  Brian  Moore 
(Ceefax)  Is)  (483357) 

J0.45  Question  Time.  David  Dimbfeby  chairs 
W  this  week's  debate  tram  Blackpool.  The 
panel  comprises  the  businesswoman 
Lesley  Knox  and  MPs  William  Haig, 
Gordon  Brown  and  Charles  Kennedy 
(419932) 

11.40  FILM:  Perfect  Witness  (1989)  A  made- 
tor -fetevrsion  movie  A  restaurant  owner 
witnesses  a  gangland  murder  but  is  too 
frightened  to  testify,  despite  pressure 
from  the  district  attorney  With  Brian 
Dennehy,  Aidan  Quinn  and  Stockard 
Chan  rung  Directed  by  Robert  Mandel 
(Ceefax)  is)  (972425) 

1J2Sam-1JO  Weather  (21 10568) 


VldeoPlUB'V  and  the  Video  PhreCodes 
The  numbers  next  to  each  TV  programme 
listing  are  Video  PtusCode”  numbers,  which 
allow  you  to  programme  your  wdeo  recoroer 
instantly  with  a  WeteoPtm+  "  handset.  Tap  m 
me  Video  PlusCode  tor  the  programme  you 
wish  to  record.  Videoplus+  (  )_■  (  ) 

and  Video  Programmer  are  trademarks  or 
Gemstar  Devetopmenr  Lid. 


6.00am  Open  University:  If  s  a  Lovely  Day 
Tomorrow  (7732864)  625  A  BtUe  Film 
About  Thraevwe  (7751999)  6J50  Devel¬ 
oping  World  (Teletext)  (9319796) 

7.15  See  Hear  Breakfast  News  (6579864) 

7.30  AMn  and  the  Chipmunks  (4946845) 
735  Blue  Pete  (8005222)  8.20  Noddy 

(r)  (s)  (1747628)  &25  Lassie  (r) 
(8462796)  9.00  The  IT  Collecttan  (s) 
(2786593)'  9.25  The  Art  (s)  (5823357) 
9A5  Writing  and  Pictures  (Teletext)  (s) 
(1 157609)  10.00  Pfaydays  (r)  (s)  (25222) 
1030  Storytime  (r)  (a)  (1288680)  1045 
The  Experimenter  (s)  (3649357) 

11.05  Space  Ark  (s)  (6193680)  11.15  Welsh 
History  —  Famous  People  (9959883) 
11-35  Landmarks  (Teletext)  (s) 
(3133203)  11-55  Christianity  In  Britain 

(s)  (1119609) 

12.15pm  Hallo  Aus  Boffin  (s)  (7602609)  1230 
Working  Lunch  (67609)  1.00  Ufa- 
school  (s)  (32783226)  1.25  Had  About 
Music  (s)  (176681 1 6)  1.45  Numbertbne 
(a)  (57674796)  2.00  Noddy  (r)  (s) 
(18882777) 

2.10  Conference  Live  (s)  (266067) 

3J55  News  and  weather  (8655338) 

4.00  Today's  the  Day  (57)  4.30  Ready, 
Steady,  Cook  (41)  5J»  The  Oprah 
Winfrey  Show  (s)  (9564864)  5.40  Prue 
Leith’s  Tricks  of  the  Trade  (939393) 
5-50  Breast  of  Friends  (936661) 

6JM  Star  Trelc  Deep  Space  Nine  (685241) 

6j45  Conference  Taft  (s)  (790932) 

7.30  The  Shoot  An  Kaftan  Dream.  David 
Gepp  captures  the  familiar  backdrop  of 
romantic  Venice  (Teletext)  (s)  (70) 

8.00  Bjggggfljfl  The  Works.  The  series  on  the 
arts  and  popular  culture 
returns  with  a  profile  of  Peter  Green, 
formerly  of  Fleetwood  Mac  (Teletext)  (s) 
(2067)  . 

8.30  Top  Gear.  Jeremy  Clarkson  gives  his 
verdict  on  Jaguar’s -new  coupS.  Tony 
Mason  takes  his  three-wheeler  to  the  race 

.  track  for  the  Reliant  Robin  Championship. 
And  Stave  Beny  tries  out  the  Honda 
Blackbird,  a  new  breed  of  superbike 
(Teletext)  (s)  (1574) 

9.00  Neverwhere:  Blackfrtarsu  An  urban 
fantasy  with  Gary  Bakewell,  Laura  Fraser, 
Hywel  Bennett  and  Peter  Capatdi  (s) 
(5512) 


Facing  impending  closure  (9^0pm) 


9.30 


The  System:  The  Spike. 
Looking  at  the  closure  of 
Glasgow's  Bisfxipbriggs  Resettlement 
Unit,  the  Last  remnant  of  250  such 
Government  hostels  that  offered  a  meal 
and  a  bed  to  the  homeless  (Teletext)  (s) 
(744241) 

10.20 10  x  10.  A  director's  film  debul  (970951) 
1 0.30  Newsrtight  (Tetetexi)  (391593) 

11.15  Late  Review  (s)  (916086) 

12.00 The  Limit  (r)  (s)  (52384) 

1230am-6.00  The  Learning  Zone 


;  CHQ8CEV  *.  ^  ‘ 


The  Works  Peter  Green  —  A  Hard  Road 
BBC2, 8 JOOpm 

In  the  long  list  of  the  casualties  of  rack.  Peter 
Green  has  a  sadly  prominent  position.  But  at 
least  he  is  still  witn  us  and  after  a  gap  of  30 
years,  beginning  to  play  again.  As  a  bhies 
guitarist  he  nice  ranked  with  Jiml  Hendrix 
and  Eric  Clapton  arid  his  band,  Fleetwood 
Mac,  was  more  popular  than  the  Beatles. 
Then  he  was  sucked  into  the  American  drug 
culture,  made  loo  many  trips  with  LSD  ana 
spent  the  Seventies  and  Eighties  in  and  out  of 
menial  institutions.  The  film  charts  his  slow 
and  tentative  comeback.  He  has  a  new  band 
and  a  personal  manager.  Michelle  Reynolds, 
prepared  to  be  patient  and  understanding. 
Modest  gigs  in  Yorkshire  and  Surrey  are  a 
long  way  from  the  glory  years  and  Green 
knows  that  he  will  never  shake  off  his  illness 
completely.  But  it  is  a  start  and  the  audiences 
seem  pleased  to  see  him. 

Dosb 

Channel  4, 8J00pm 

•Ad am  Faith  is  bade  with. more  tips  on 
making  money  and  cutting  costs.  The  slick 
presentation  ensures  high  entertainment 
value,  which  is  largely  what  the  show  is 
about,  but  there  is  hard  information  as  well. 
Danighfs  weightiest  item,  in  which  a  25-year- 
old  first-rime  buyer  shops  around  for  a 
mortgage,  could  easily  have  the  filled  the 
programme  on  its  own.  As  it  is  we  get  a 
breathless  toing-and-frome  between  the 
rival  offers  of  a  Bank  and  a  building  society 
with  the  minimum  of  explanation.  Dash  is 
more  successful  when  it  tackles  lighter 
subjects,  such  as  building  up  a  wardrobe 
from  charity  shops  or  realising  the  best 
prices  from  the  contents  of  an  attic.  Hers 
Corbvn,  the  unorthodox  weather  forecaster 
who  starred  in  a  BBC  documentary  thisyear. 
has  a  supporting  role  this  time. 


Canterbury  Tales 
Channel  4,9 JOOpm 

Ian  Hislop  concludes  his  shrewd  and  witty 
survey  "  of  the'  Church  of  England  by 
considering  Its  postwar  prelates.  Being 
Hislop,  he  mischievously  suggests  that  the 
Christian  leader  with  the  firmest  grip  on 
traditional  moral  values  was  not  an 
archbishop  but  Margaret  Thatcher.  Lord 
Runrie,  much  in  the  news  recently,  provides 
more  lively  copy  as  be  recalls  being  on  the 
sharp  end  of  Thalcherite  wrath.  Hislop 
offers  delicious  vignettes  of  Anh bishops 
Geoffrey  Fisher,  a  traditionalist  who 
attacked  commercial  television  and 
Premium  Bonds,  and  Michael  Ramsey,  who 
looked  a  hundred  but  was  the  same  age  as 
Cary  Gram.  Trendy  vicars,  ever-declining 
congregations  and  the  current  row  over 
homosexual  priests  are  the  other  main  props 
of  a  programme  which  manages  at  the  same 
time  to  be  both  irreverent  and  sympathetic. 

The  System:  The  Spike 
BBC 2, 930pm 

The  series  about  the  welfare  state  travels  to 
one  of  its  bleakest  outposts.  Ten  miles  from 
Glasgow,  a  disused  military  camp  has  been 
converted  into  a  hostel  for  the  homeless,  run 
by  the  Department  of  Social  Security. 
Officially  it  is  called  a  resettlement  uniL  But 
to  the  residents  it  is  the  spike,  the  modem 
version  of  the  Victorian  workhouse.  These 
are  society's  outcasts-,  vagrants,  alcoholics, 
drug  addicts.  A  quarter  need  psychiatric 
help.  Bui  this  is  the  last  spike  in  Britain  and 
it  is  soon  to  dose.  Government  policy  is  to 
transfer  responsibility  for  the  itinerant  poor 
to  charities  and  local  authorities.  The  film 
uses  the  Scottish  example  to  explore  the 
implications  of  changing  a  system  which 
goes  back,  to  the  Elizabethan  Boor  Law. 
Perhaps  surprisingly,  some  of  the  spike's 
staff  are  sorry  to  see  it  go.  Peter  WaymarV 


6.00am  GMTV  (7805241) 

9.25  Supermarket  Sweep  (Teletext)  (s) 
(2783406) 

9.55  Regional  News  (6563390) 

10.00  The  Time ...  the  Place  (s)  (23048) 
10J30  Thta  Morning  (27880154) 

12420pm  Regional  News  ( 7740390 ) 

1230  News  and  wealher  (Teletext)  (3482932) 
1ZL55  Shoittand  Street  (8)  (3490951)  1-25 
Coronation  Street  (r)  (Teletext) 
(6442638)  2.00  Home  end  Away 
(Teletext)  (s)  (27008609)  2-25  Quisine 
(Teletext)  (s)  (27087116)  230  Vanessa 
(Teletext)  (s)  (9196680) 

3.20  News  (Teletext)  (5795680) 

3  95  Regions)  News  (5794951) 

3^0  The  R  kid  tors  (9953338)  040  Wbadora 
(s)  (6373067)  3 JSO  OU  Bear  Stories  (S) 
(9957154)  4.05  Scooby  Doo  (4918116) 
4.15  Wbofl  (r)  (Teletext)  (s)  (165203) 
445  tf  s  a  Mystery  (Teletext)  (7383244) 
5.10  A  Country  Practice  (e)  (8508796) 

5.40  News  and  weather  (Teletext)  (77671 5) 
6.00  Home  and  Away  (r)  (T elet ext)  (22360 0) 
625  HTV  News  (Teletext)  (474222) 

7.00  Emmerdafe.  Chris  makes  an  unforeseen 
discovery  (Teletext)  (s)  (3195) 

7.30  The  Btg  Story.  Dermot  Mumaghan 
meets  the  people  with  so  much  money  to 
bum  they  need  professional  advice  on 
how  to  spend  it  (Teletext]  (s)  (96) 

8.00  The  Bill.  An  anonymous  bp-off  leads 
Croft  and  Daly  to  a  suspected  rapist,  but 
can  they  muster  the  evidence  to  get  a 
conviction?  (Teletext)  (9583) 

840  Schofield's  TV  Gold.  Phillip  Schofield 
presents  dips  from  Carry  on  Doctor, 
She/fey  and  a  contribution  from  the  late 
Tommy  Cooper  (Teletext)  (a)  (8628) 


James  fiflaepharson  (9.00pm) 

9.00  Taggart  Dead  Man’s  Chest  In  the  last 
ot  a  three-part  slcxy.  the  net  begins  to 
dose  to  on  the  surviving  members  of  the 
bullion  robbery  gang,  after  the  death  of 
Billy  MacLean  (Teletext)  (s)  (7609) 

10.00  News  (Teletext)  and  weather  (27593) 
10.30  Regional  News  (516425) 

1040  The  West  Story.  Two  mothers  from 
Bristol  tell  their  own  moving  stories  ot  how 
they  struggle  to  maintain  a  normal  file  tor 
their  daughters  who  suffer  brain  damage 
and  severe  sensory  impairment  (Teletext) 
(313864) 

11.10  The  West  This  Week.  From  Blackpool 
(973796) 

11.40  SwHt  Justice  (s)  (624593) 

1235  The  War  of  the  Worlds  (s)  (7775907) 

130  Not  Fade  Away  (3233758) 

2- 25  Flux  (s)  (9555075) 

3- 30  Late  &  Loud  (r)  (s)  (67723) 

4- 30  The  Time. . .  the  Place  (r>  (b)  (48384) 

5.00  Garden  Calendar  (r)  (91988) 

5.30  Morning  News  (57839) 


AS  HTV  WEST  except 
6.25pm-7.00  Wales  Tonight  (474222) 
7.30-8.00  Fish  lock's  Wild  Tracks  (96] 
10.40  The  Ferret  (313864) 

11.10  A  Sporting  Double  (193048) 
12.10am  The  Big  Story  (4088443) 

|  :  WESTCOUNTTHY  ~ 

As  HTV  West  except 
1235  Emmerdafe  <3490951) 

1.25-1.55  Quisine  (37733721) 

135  Home  and  Away  (14040203) 

235  Vanessa  (27001796) 

245-340  A  Country  Practice  (8574834) 
5.10-5.40  Home  and  Away  (6508796) 
6.00-7.00  Westaountry  Live  (62154) 
10^0  Weeteounby  News  (507777) 

10.45  A  Day  In  the  Life  (477796) 

11.15  Power  Game  (474609 ) 

11AS  Prisoner  Cell  Block  H  (157406) 


As  HTV  West  except 

1235  Home  and  Away  (3490951) 

1 M  Quisine  (37733721) 

1.55  A  Country  Practice  (44695116) 

2J20  Vanessa  (27002425) 

2^0-3.20  High  Road  (9196680) 

5.10-5.40  Shortiand  Street  (8508796) 

635  Central  News  and  Weather  (231628) 
855-74)0  Ufa  Una  (4566369 

10.40  Crime  Stalker  (591466) 

11.40  London  Bridge  (579154) 

12.10am  Revelations  (5114742) 

12A5  Planet  Rock  Profiles  (76568) 

1.15  Rmny  Business  (66181) 

1.45  Not  Fbde  Away  (3143181) 

2.40  HUX  (5937452) 

3J35  The  Crime  Hour  (6946758) 

4.30  Jobffnder  (5825100) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1235  Quisine  (3490951) 

1.25  Home  and  Away  ( 37733721 ) 

1-55  Shortiand  Street  (44695116) 

220  Vanessa  (27002425) 

230-330  Houseparty  (9196680) 

5.10  Home  and  Away  (8508796) 

5.37-5.40  Three  Minutes  —  Crimestoppers 
(951970) 

6.00  Meridian  Tonight  (32) 

630-7.00  True . . .  but  Strange  (12) 

10  AO  Him:  Murder  In  Black  and  White 

(25823593) 

5.00am  Freescreen  (91988 ) 


ESS® 


Starts:  6l40Pto  Stars  (1899048)  7.00  The  Big 
Breakfast  (64609)  9.00  Bless  This  House 
(37970)  030  Yagolion  (142241)  12.00  LBUe 
River  Journeys  (24406)  12-30  Backdate 
(52777)  1JW  Slot  MeHhrin  (67796)  130 
Witness:  Love  Child  (3440932)  235  Racing 
from  Newmarket  (23549672)  4 JO  Hie 
Ktchepo  Stick  Bghtcra  (39)  5.00  5  Pump 
(1951)  530  Countdown  (61)  6M  Nearyddkm 
(115241)  6.05  Heno  (234715)  6.35  Jacpot 
(463154)  7JOO  Pobol  y  Cwm  (501319)  7.25 
Rownd  Pwy  Nesa?  (752932)  8.00  Gorau 
Gwtad  (7(35)  830  Newyddlon  (9970)  9M 
Stori  Gwaitii  Powdwr  Penrhyndeudiaetii 
(6280)  9J30  MOM  (65241)  10.00  Brookslde 
(987785)  10J5  Rim:  My  Own  Private  Idaho 
(38646796)  12.30am  Nuremberg  (74278) 


6.40am  Pro  Stars  frj  (1899048) 

7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (64609) 

9.00  Bless  This  House  (S)  (37970) 

930  Schools:  Middle  English  9.45  The 
Maths  Programme  10.05  Scientific 
Eye  1035  Geographical  Eye  (045  Le 
Petit  Monde  de  Pierre  1.00  The 
English  Programme  1120  Him  and 
Video  Showcase  11.40  The  Spanish 
Programme  (142241) 

12.00  Wild  West  Country  (Teteiexl)  (24406) 
12J30pm  Backdate  (Teletext)  (52777) 
1.00  Sesame  Street  (r)  (8249999)  1-55 
The  Living  Sea  (14048845) 

2.25  Channel  4  Racing  from  Newmarket 
Live  coverage  ot  trie  235, 3.05, 3A0  and 
4.25  races  (s)  (23549672) 

4.30  Countdown  (Teletext)  (s)  (39)  5.00  Ridd 
Lake  (Teletext)  (s)  (2000999)  5.45 
Travelog  Treks  (Teletext)  (s)  (389654) 
6.00  Eerie  Indiana  (r)  (s)  (74) 

&30  Hollyoaks  (Teletext)  (s)  (54) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  (Teletext}  (9067) 


Adam  Faith's  financial  tips  (8.00pm) 


8AJ0 1 


Egg]  Dosb.  Adam  Faith  again 
fronts  the  essential  guide  to 
making  the  most  ol  your  money  (Teletext) 
(S)  (7135) 

8^0  Brookskte.  Susannah  gives  Max  an 
ultimatum  about  the  children  and  Jimmy 
offers  a  helping  hand  to  his  son  (Teletext) 
(s)  (9970) 

9.00  ggafpgfl  Canterbury  Tales,  (an  Hislop 
concludes  his  investigation 
into  the  history  of  the  Church  of  England 
since  the  turn  ot  the  century  by  looking  at 
the  period  from  1945  to  the  present  day 
(3/3)  (Teletext)  (s)  (8951) 

10X0  FILM:  David’s  Mother  (1993)  with  Kirshe 
Alley  and  Michael  Goorijan.  Powerful  and 
moving  award-winning  drama  about  a 
woman  whose  obsessive  caring  lor  her 
brain-damaged  son  drives  her  husband 
and  daughter  away  and  almost  ruins  the 
boy's  chances  ol  making  progress  at  a 
special  school.  Directed  by  Robert  Allan 
Ackerman  (Teletext)  (s)  (595970) 

11 A5  Four-Mations:  Continental  Passions. 

Animal  tons  from  Europe  (1/6)  (464222) 
12.15am  Kids  in  the  HaD  (75839) 

12A5  Four-Matrons:  Shorts.  A  chance  to  see 
in  their  entirety  three  films  previewed  in 
Continental  Passions  (s)  (1408487) 

1.30  FILM:  Torch  Song  (1953)  with  Joan 
Crawford  and  Michael  Wilding.  Romantic 
melodrama  about  a  neurotically  perfect¬ 
ionist  star  who  fate  in  love  with  her  new. 
Mind  accompanist-arranger.  Directed  by 
Charles  Waiters  (398013) 

3.10  FILM:  Strange  Cargo  (b/w,  1940)  with 
Clark  Gable  and  Joan  Crawford  An 
offbeat  melodrama  about  the  escape  of 
eight  convicts  from  Devil's  Island  and  the 
invoftremenf  of  their  leader  with  a  good- 
lime  girl.  Directed  by  Frank  Borzage 
(451926)  Ends  at  5.10 


•  V-  - •" •; -  .  . 
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•  For  more  comprehensive 
listings  of  satellite  and  cable 
channels,  see  the  Vision  sup- 
plemenL  published  Saturday 

^  SKY  ONE  — 

7.00am  Undun  117715) 

Lurt  1S356970)  0-20  Jeopaidy1 
9.45  The  OptaT  Wmiiev  Er«aw  i38. 

10j40  Real  TV  (2799338)  11.10  Safe 
Rachael  i27757?ii  12-00  Gstakto  (84390/ 
IjjOpm  1  to  3  I51W11  MO  Jrw  ^«na£ 
iJOT&t  4M  IK'  Oprar  Wrtrey 
179512)  5.00  aiwniorn  Leap  14777)  v-w 

The  Me*  iSSESSi,Sl2 

7.00  LAPCl  (54«.)  7J30  irf  S  H 
8.00  Through  me  *  eywte 
Southerners  (3667)  9.00  IhfAfltoS  (5u357) 
10J»  Quaraum  Leap  (2°n6i  J-I  W  rie 
Mew  Advenniies  et  Superman  (97w1| 
12,00  Mrirngrt  Cato  135346) 

,15758)1  JO  Red  TV  (89t  J6)  2M  Hn 
tAx  Long  Play  (518?9l 


SKY  2 


7A0pm  The  Smosons  i»7e37Sj  730  Sea 
Rsscue  (8276777)  8JX>  Pcbce  Rescue 

I4S64JW,  11.00  we  Show.  « «at  ^ 
Lenemiar  «««  ^LM.  Hefl- 

bound  (2231 182)  2-OOaiB  HU  Mh. 

SKY  NEWS  _ _ 

wortowtoc- news owciago  MfrbjjMfeon 
rtie  how.  24  nows  day.  seven  days  a  wee* 

SKY  MOVIES  - 

Ltoeny  (1994) 

(1980)  (856281  ZAOpm  Franks* 
I19B3)  (44796)  4M  Camp 
19M  i&MSi  6.00  My  Father,  tt* 
{nm  7.40  US  Tap  fen 

i/rssili  B.00  little  Wofl*1*  tt®®*) 

SSwrsssfas 

'saaKnasssf*"" 

THF  MOVIE  GHANNEj; - _ 

BMsm  The  finite 
175357)  730  Tlw  Polar  Bear  lung  W 
(58630)  9.00  Too  BobteV^J^g) 
(4W37l5i  1A10  Shepherd  on  *e  hoA 


fl994)  (9910S241)  12A0  Prince  cA  Foxes 
(194W  (768701  2.00pm  StargMe  (1994) 
142338)  4.00  The  Polar  Bear  King  (1992) 
(7721)  BjOO  TWO  IflicA  Trouble  (IBM) 
,22574)  MO  Lightning  Jack  (19M) 
(34319)  10.00  Stargate  (1994)  (£2086) 
12-00  EmmanueUe  p974)  I9436S5) 

135am  Betrayed:  A  Stray  f  Three 
Women  (1995)  (928278)  3.10  Uad*  ter 
Each  Otter  (1971)  1506075)  5J**00 
Zoo  Robbery  (1973)  (8059278) 

SKY  MOVIES  GO UP 

4JOOpm  Shal  Wa  Dance?  (1937)  (7M8) 
630  Ryb*g  Lorthranedra  ftSSI)  PJ»I) 
BJ» Stooged  (1998)  (18319)  lCLOOTTw 
Accused  (1068)  (179059)  11.55  A  HtetWy 
SthTworid  Pert  1  (1901)  (7057)51 
1 JS5MH  The  Bridges  at  Teko-fll  (19«) 
(907669)  3.20-4,55  The  Story  of  Vernon 
Castle  (1939)  (958KS) 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL  _  , 
Sky  (levies  Gold  tafcea  over  horn  10pm 

tlSSn  Bontoi  (36SB7D3)  Rte  Majse 
Tracis  (3973448)  fL50  DertaHng  IX*k 
(57ira70)  7.15  Qua-*  MuAWSSBn 
7 M  AlacKte  (4524609)  BJ»5  God  Troop 
(6629154)  &-30  Borders  i72116|  8-00 
Uwse  Trait  (06796) 

,33715)  1000  Mupoet  BabiPS  (S1S&I) 
in  30  Wondertand  (856801  11JX)  Ouaci 
Artaci  (79932)  »A0  LWS' 

Tree  (70661)  1*A0  Fnaggte  flock  f7®3^ 

Troop  (.57488)  1  JO  AtodOn iWIW 
Dataeng  Dud.  (7715)  £30  Besi  ol  Dtney 
PiesenlS  (19257961 

(6H4116)  3-50  Daricwng  Duck  (2401067) 
UlS  Bonters  (2*11796)  435  Grt 'Troop 
14306654)  5 AO  AlaCWn  (806?) i  ^0  0W- 
vanqo  (7680)  630  Crcsstau  (4585  630 
BloSom  (5845)  7 30  Home  Imprutfgnenl 
/32td)  730  HUt  Resbog  Pw» 
SUV  Mamns  Of  UMe  Rriw 
(32583$)  gJO-IOJW  Home  impcwemen 

SKY  SPORTS  1  _ _ . 

aa,-t“S  s 
SSSJE  ^Sn-X.'S 

kfemtbW  joytiQPi  1  HO  Cro&s  Roots  ftugfaf 
(23390)  130  MsJtte'the  PC3A  Tour  (T26M) 
9im  wQC  Worid  Team  Darts-  D®y  T*° 

X*  Sport* 


(8887574)  MCWrasJlrg  —  Atron  Zcoa 
(939 0)  6.00  Sky  Sports  Carrre  (3609)  &30 
Nettusiarp  (7661)  730  WDC  World  Term 
Darts.  Day  Two  —  Live  (903338)  lOOOSky 
Sports  Centre  p3067)  10JO  Formula  Three 
Radnq  (62715)  114»  TlgM  Lines  (40067) 
12.00  Mouraain  Bikes  X2  DownhM  (36384) 
1230am  Sky  Sports  Centre  (»27B)  1J» 
Netbusters  (85346)  1 JO  Formula  Three 
Racing  (25452)  230030  Sky  Spoils 
Centre  /293ES) 

SKY  SPORTS  2 _ 

830po>  TWt  Laws  (8488319)  94)0  5parv 
tsh  Foottial  (8491*061  114)0  Bodby 
Charlton's  Footbal  Scraptxwk  (1837554) 
12JOant-14»  Blood,  Swear  and  Gkwy 

SKY  SPORTS  3 _ 

12.00  rvUw  Skatmg  (715181 16)  130pm 
Wataspons  World  (77527864)  2-00  Show 
Jmpng:  Du  Uaurlor  Ltd  mvemanonai 
(70102883)  44X1  AuMratan  HJea  Footbefl 
(77359951)  5-30  Water  30- Jumping  das- 
sc  (54514393)  64M  (rt-Lme  Sfcadng 
(71547628)  730  Sky  Sports  Centra 
(92477338)  7-30  Footed  League  Review 
(97060574)  9.00  Inside  the  PGA  Tow 
(27428899)  9J0  inside  ihe  Santa  PGA  Tour 
(71519845)  104X1  Ford  Scorpio  Gotf  USA: 
Las  Vegas  hwtelionM  —  Lwe  (55222932) 
1130-1230  Sky  Spans  Centre  (77482845) 

EUROSPORT _ 

133am  Eaueslnertsm  (83390)  &30 

Triafhtort  (35244)  8l30  Molas  (68319) 
11410  Formula  1  (33116)  HA0 

Morncydrtq  Magaatie  (34845)  12JX1  Trac- 
l  or  Ptilng  (87512)  1 JOOpm  Baskatoal 
158086)  100  AdrerftJra  174048)  230  Gdt 
—  Lwe  (73222)  4UD0  Fbur-WieetS  (5 7796) 
530  Bowng  (4086)  6.00  Tervw  —  Lwe 

(8479738)  lOJWGofl  (84338)  1109  Saftig 
(56425)  11J0  Motorcycling  Massine 
(77244)  1ZOO1&30  FcrmJa  1  (21452) 


UK  GOLD 


7-OOam  Lesae  (73aS741  7  JO  Give  Us  A 
due  (731 1609)  8.00  Naghbous  (5382628) 
825  EastEnders  ^852951 1  9.00  The  B4 
(7753319)  9J0  The  Sulivans  (51S3375) 
104X1  One  by  Che  (7300593)  11.00 
Butoeyt-  (KSJ3845)  1130  Sale  of  (he 
Century  (5394574)  12.00  TeOysladr 

(776688^  l2J0pm  Neigltooure  (1553311) 
14)0  EastEnders  (1825154)  1^  Never  the 
Twain  (0112999J  2.15  Ever  Decreasing 
ante  (34973S7)  250  Brush  Strokes 
(9774116)  3-30  The  BA  (50457%)  4JD0 
Howards'  Way  (5317425)  5-00  BJseye 
(83182031  5J30  George  and  Mfidred 
(50440671  too  TeSysradc  (5034660)  630 
EastEnders  (5881116)  74B  Odd  One  Oui 
(5719425)  7.45  A  UtDe  Bit  ctf  Emery 
(4188680)  B.00  Fimy  You  Ask  (83477151 
630  Up  the  Bepftani  and  Round  the  Casde 
(332S222)  930  The  Eoustasr  (2573845) 
1000  TapE^rt  (39327574)  11 JIB  The  B* 
(9369899}  11AD  The  Sweeney  (3854406) 
12L35am  RU*  House  ol  Secsets 
(2463452)  2.10  Shoppng  R7979891) 


Susan  Sarandon  and  her  girls,  Lima  Women  (Sky  Movies,  8.00pm) 


TCC 


GRANADA  PLUS 


&00ran  Runway  6-30  Once  Upon  a  Tima 
845  Our  Bedtyad  730 Alphabet  Zoo  7.15 
Once  Upon  a  Time  7 30  fee  Reium  d  Ihe 
fimekv*  030  Ctassc  CoroneDon  Srraei 
630  Runway  94)0  FarmMs  9JW  Crow 
Cost  special  104)0  MaWng  « 1030  Leave 
n  toOiafe  114»  Sam  l24»SugicalSprt 
12_30pm  Ctascic  Cororufflon  Stieet  1*00 
Crown  Cowl  Speaff  1-30  Fmvke&OQ 
Maoa  3.00  Leave  » to  Chart®  130  triga 
ot&Vam  430  Love  lor  Lydia  5.15  Fame s 
64)0  The  Army  Game  630  Classic  Corona- 


non  Street  7.00  Crown  Court  Spedal  730 
Surgical  Spun  84)0  San  9.00  The  Good  LKe 
Guos  n  Classic  Coronason  Street 
104)0-114)0  Lady  Kilars  From  llJXJpin- 
24X)m  Um  raid  Motors 

GRANADA  GOOD  UFE 

From  6J0OamAM  TV  High  Street 
rehxte  ennsumar  newE  and  tomes  and 
Your  Stare  presented  by  RusseB  Gran) 
From  94KM2JOO  Food  and  Wine.  In- 
eludes  rac^as  and  ideas  from  Oalto  Smtftr 
From  124XKLD0pm  HeaWi  end  Beauty. 
Inctebs  Dei  end  Fftnass  mill  Rosemay 
Conley 

From  330630  Hon*  and  Garden, 
includes  The  Good  Ua  STyle  Guide 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

44Mpm  Stography  (8858332i  5.00  MsiTIO- 
rfes  d  1990  (2218970)  630  Chhe  FteJng 
(30f2«5)  7.004130  B*7graphy  (84129S9) 

THE  sem  CHANNEL 

Fima,  tealues  and  dassc  senes  evety  day 
from  epotriam  Monday  to  Wadnesd^and 
Iran  lam  Thureday  to  Sunday  on  satdKe. 
and  bom  OmAam  awry  day  ert  cable 
14X)am  Talea  ol  ihe  UnaqjBeJet)  (80631001 


1-30  Non  Htcheodt  (9477907)  2.00  Hilch- 
cock  Presents  (307127?)  230  NtgN  Gatery 
(308301^  3j00  Friday  the  13th  (6902365) 
3JS5-44W  Quenrs  (16100*521 

TLG /DISCOVERY _ 

aOOBm  fee  JKy  of  PamUng  (7744861)830 
The  Garden  Stow  (7953357)  1040  Twd'b 
Cartry  (4B20680)  1030  Home  Agar,  vrtii 
Bob  Via  (7740045)  114)0  Fumtura  to  Go 
P324715)  11J30  Room  Service  (5392 1 16) 
124)0  CMd  (77B4425J  1230pm 
Graham  Koir  (3353393)  1.00  YanCsi  Cook 
(7322715)  Home  Again,  wth  Sob  Vila 

(4703034)  2.00  Haraisna  (8325503)  2-30 
Garden  CU>  (5031533)  330  fee  HunTs 
FWine  Advert  ures  (8344628)  3JWM4X) 
This  OW  House  (504333Q 
From  44)0pm  MMnlghl  DISCOVHTY. 
44»pm  Fatig  Adverturea  15022845)  4J0 
Bush  Tucker  Man  (5051357)  5.00  Tire 
Trevaflars  (831684^  530  JurasStea  II 
(5042609)  8-00  Beyond  2000  (2703654) 
730  Wild  Things:  Fnend  and  Hurler  t4 
Wolves  (8336039)  730  Mysnfes.  Magic 
and  Mlractes  (5052086)  8.00  The  P>ol»- 
swiats  (2584851}  9J»  Top  MSRjues  I 
VoPewagen  (53048611  MO  Ffightllne 
(3258749)  10410  Ossie  Wheels  (2574574) 
11JJO-12JO  Sunday  Dnrers  (7309B64) 


64XXun  Swan's  Crossing  (7469965)  820 
Mekdown:  No  Naked  Hamas  (7154113) 
6AS  Degiassr  Junior  Hgh  (218672)  7.15 
Reedy  or  hlol  (4B8195J  7A5  Cditorrw 
Dreams  {81863 6)  &15  Sweet  Vafey  high 
1550951)  045  Art  Attack  (8062932)  94X) 
Tiny  TCC  (Unfl  3O0pm):  Tny  and  Crew 
(9288222)  9JM  Mr  Beer  (8208086)  940 
Teddy  Trades  (4293067)  &S0  Towsor 
(4281951)  1000  10+2  (7I52S74J  1A20 
fee  dengpre  (8983135)  1040  Bertha 
(3397628)  IlMDmtotmn  (B&06>  1130 
Jkn  Hanson's  Animal  Show  (83135)  12.00 
Barney  (to40^  IZJXtpm  Oscar's  OrchBB- 
n  (17777)  14)0  Caspar  and  Friends 
(70574)  1.30  Tiny  and  Crew  (45829951) 
1^5  Ur  Berm  (77688970)  2*0  Towser 
(36367661)  240  Bertha  (9488864)  3JM 
Oegrasst  Jurwsr  H^fl  (9«6)  3J0  toady  or 
Not  (1883)  44)0  CaHomta  Dreams  (88901 
430530 Sweet  Vdley  High  (6574) 


NICKELODEON 


SJDOarn  Teenage  Mutant  Nero  Tuttles 
(B3280J  630  Bter  Uce  horn  Mars  (B0574) 
74»  Radio’s  Modem  Ub  (8379985)  7.15 
Hey  ArrokJ  18739154)  7J0Ri^Btt  141 798) 
8-00  Doug  (40593)  8-30  Asahhlt  feat 
UmsJeHs  (49864)  04)0  Where  in  the  World 
Is  Carmen  SandegoT  (30116)  9-30  Wfch- 
bwe  (771351  IttOO  Bananas  n  Fypmas 
145304 29 1 0.10  KaUe  and  Cube  (3230S01) 


1035  Mr  Men  (8536086)  1040  Wn  Quack 
Quad,  (8533999)  1045  Bananas  in  Pyja¬ 
mas  |6153864>  11.00  BBC  Bkx*  (27116) 
12.00  Oerssa  Exptene  I)  A1  (43680] 
12430pm  Sister  Sister  (71951)  14»  Bahai 
(21932)  1.30  Latest  Pet  Shop  (70222)  2-00 
Little  Bear  Stones  (4845)  230  BBC  Stock 
(84357)  350  Aaahh!  ii  Real  Morrsiars  (5067) 
44»  Hay  Panda  (4574j  4 JO  Rugrare 
(1616947)  445  Doug  (24E2992)  5-00  S*3ef 
Sister  (64251  5-30  Meesha  (4336)  64» 
Space  Cases  (4651)  630-730  Are  You 
Afraid  ot  toe  Dark?  (5203) 

PARAMOUNT _ 

7-OOpm  Drti'ren)  Strokes  (8661)  730 
Bensor  (4715)  64X)  Due  South  [4609]  BJO 
Due  South  (31161  94)0  Soap  159154)  930 
Tan  (91716)  104)0  El  UK  (5160S)  10-30  Dr 
kac  (60357)  11.00  Nghtstand  (61999) 
11-30  Nq netand  (10330/  1230  Sledge- 
hammer  (34926)  12J30am  KXJ5  n  the  Had 
[675201 1.00  Due  South  (63988)  130  Due 
South  (23094)  2.00  El  UK  (27907)  2-30  Dr 
Katz  (39742)  34»  NighLsUtod  (96452)  3JO- 
4j00  Mghrsrand  OOQ94J 

BRAVO _ 

12.00  Fantasy  Island  (4503636)  1.00pm 
Aamnglan  Sreete  (82C6244;  230  RantoH 
end  Hapturk  (Deceased)  (4935135)  3.00 
Land  of  the  Giants  (5323086)  44»  FILM: 
Popl  (6335970)  6-00  Thimderteria 

(480B4B8)  730  Monkay  (2502357)  84X1 
Remington  Sreete  (2666777)  94X)  Staisky 
and  Mulch  (2591241)  10JXV-12J»  HLNb 
The  Big  Step  (5325357) 

UK  LIVING  _ 

6.00am  K*oy  I678B628)  74»  Esther 
(4S 10135)  7  JO  77»  Voung  and  the  Resfless 
(B182135I  &20  Span  on  a  Plate  (1566406) 
ass  Hatuaicn  UK  (2024970)  9J5Cafllhe 
Doctor  [6161883]  10-00  Supa  Fresco 
FnbutosiouS  (1907338)  10.05  Tha  .Jerry 
Springer  Show (3261796)  itiOOThe  Young 
and  the  RbsUbss  16377777)  11^5 
Braoksde  (720G0203t  12425pm  Trofa) 
Pursuit  (02401929)  1150  GabrtfeSe 

@045406)  140  Rdtonda  (7079932)  2 30 
The  Agony  Experience  (71B342S)  3-00  Live 
ol  77**1  (7437864)  4LD0  Who's  ScrryAfcw? 
(7154777)  430  TatatoUl  (4906703)  54S 
Ungo  02892390)  530  Lucky  Ladders. 
(7187241)  64»  Bewiched  (7164154)  6-30 
Beady.  Sraady.  Cock  (6399965)  7.05 
Brocfcside  (2984883)  7-3S  Super  fresco 
Fabutostous  (6881574)  740  Trivial  Pmait 
(84 1 171SI6JW  Strort  Legal  (I0523«fi  S-flO 


HLM:  The  Kidnapping  o>  Baby  John 

Doe  (45495715)  10.40  BiterUanmeni  No*i 
(2358357)  11.00-12410  The  Erogenous 
Zone  14829683) 

FAMILY  CHANNEL _ 

5.00pm  Btoctooslers.  (42411 5J0  Treasure 
htonl  (88796)  640  Catchphrese  (8319)  74X1 
Through  toe  Keyhole  (1777)  730  Stwe 
Justice  [93203]  830  Riang  Dump  (9932i 
94»  Bergerac  (23241)  104»  fee  Ruto 
ftenttel  Mysteries  (336281 11.00  Only  When 
I  Laugh  (94965)  11-30  Home  to  Room 
(606091  1Z4W  Maontghong  (353841 
I.OCksm  Bergerac  (35452)  24»  Sweet 
Justice  (693461  330  Moonrigming  (936361 
4410  Al  Together  Now  (54075)  430630 
fee  Blade  Slaton  (33907) 

MTV _ _ 

The  24  hour  music  chsnnoL  mouaes 
news,  reviews,  live  concert  tool  age.  irow- 
views  and  the  latest  music  video  cnans 

VH-1 _ 

Thn  trietoo  htts  drameL  Clossc  rock  and 
pop  wKteos  and  the  best  newsamds 

ZEE  TV _ _ 

74W*n  Jaagrarr  (9«831M)  730  Uteayte 
East  (39761S7)  8-30  Pakistan  Business 
(39497785)  9JJ0  Snaron  Ka  Karaven 
(11497965)  9^0  vour  Zrwegi  (34809932) 
10.00  Bharat  EX  Khci  (97968645)  11410 
StaMi  (83367651)  11  JO  Baiegi  Apn  Sam 
(B23683em  13-00  Daslaan  (35897721) 
1230pm  Taraash  (348)0048)  1430  RLH 
07479796)  4-00  Top  Ten  (83381241)  54X3 
Zee  Zone  (36108999)  530  Kya  Scene  Hal 
(41824999)  64)0  Punjabi  Fdk  (41914512) 
6-30  Zee  and  U  (41905884)  730  Teri  BN 
Chup  Men  Bhr  Chop  (30188135)  730 
Gelaaee  (41901048)  BjOO  Nnn 
(36197883)  830  Afida:  136178390)  930 
Jaat  (82307425)  A30  Hasmein  (34823512) 
10.00  Cwnmander  (34447280)  1030 
Chohre  (14647488)  114»  Zee  Horror  Show 
@2382970)  11J30  Asp  K1  FarmaBh 
(55939777) 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Continuous  wrtoons  from  5am  to  8pm. 
than  TUT  flbw  w  below. 

9-00ptn  Th#  Kings  Thi«  fipgn 
(76191777)  11410  the  Twartyfifth  How 
(1967)  (29587883)  14»un  When  Wen 
You  When  the  lights  Went  Our?  (19681 
(47313907)  2jU4.00  The  KUns  ThM 
(T9SSJ  (31535348) 
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EQUESTRIANISM  44 

Horse  of  the 
Year  Show 
opens  in  style 


SPORT 


SAILING  46 

James  Capstick 
adjusts  to 
life  on  the  waves 
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England  coach’s  sobering  thoughts 

Hoddle  plans 
new  national 
health  service 

By  Rob  Hughes,  football  correspondent 


S7U  FORSTEP/ ALLSPOflT 


GLENN  HODDLE’S  new 
England  is  taking  shape,  with 
distinctive  and  sober  depar¬ 
tures  from  the  manner  in 
which  Teny  Venables  ach¬ 
ieved  the  minimum  for  a 
nation  hosting  the  European 
championship,  the  semi¬ 
finals.  at  Wembley  a  few 
months  ago.  When  the  players 
return  to  the  stadium  next 
Wednesday,  for  a  World  Cup 
qualifying  game  against  Po¬ 
land  for  which  00,000  tickets 
have  already  been  sold,  the 
spectators  can  be  sure  of  one 
thing:  whatever  their  team 
sweats  out  that  night,  it  will 
not  contain  alcohol. 

The  England  squad  gath¬ 
ered  at  Bisham  Abbey  yester¬ 
day.  They  will  now  be 
cloistered  in  their  hotel  at 
Burnham  Beeches  and  let  out 
occasionally  to  train  at  Wem¬ 
bley.  All  else.  for  the  next 
seven  days,  will  be  off-limits. 

This  new  way  of  living 
excludes  everything  else  for 
seven  days  and  seven  nights: 
no  family  visits,  no  girlfriends, 
no  nightlife.  And  yet  it  will  be 
humane.  The  players  can. 
with  permission,  and  with 
noddle’s  blessing,  get  out  on 
the  golf  course  or  go  fishing  on 
Sunday,  so  long  as  they  eat 
sleep  and  think  football 
together. 

Hoddle  was  pressed  on 
whether  this  might  not  be  a 
recipe  for  high  carbohydrate 
boredom.  “Who  knows?  There 
might  be  some  players  who 
get  bored  with  their  families.*' 
he  said. 

“This  is  the  way  they  do  it 


abroad,"  Hoddle.  who  had  his 
halcyon  days  as  a  player  with 
Monaco  in  the  South  of 
France,  said.  “If  we're  going  to 
go  forward  and  do  well  at  this 
level,  there  has  to  be  a  certain 
amount  of  sacrifice,  h  cannot 
be  done  without  commitment 
That’s  what  I  feel  is  needed,  it 
is  the  way  I  want  things  done, 
and  the  players  will  have  to 
live  with  it" 

One  can  hear,  from  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the 
country,  relief  that  here,  ap¬ 
parently,  is  a  new  coach  —  a 
man-manager  —  intent  on 
cleaning  up  the  image  of  the 
game:  intent,  moreover,  on 
ensuring  that  under  his  re- 


Striker  on  song _ _ 42 

Role  changes - - —  43 

Gullit  hopeful _ 43 

Everton  protest . . 43 


gime  there  will  be  no  question 
of  players  preparing  m  the 
“dentist's  chair”,  but  rather 
dedicating  themselves  solidly 
for  seven  days  to  the  task  in 
hand. 

However,  before  imagina¬ 
tion  runs  rife  and  we  consider 
that  Hoddle  has  set  an  assault 
course  against  the  freedom  of 
the  individual,  hear  him  out 
“Image  is  not  the  priority,*’  he 
said.  “Three  points,  in  this 
match  and  others  until  we 
qualify  for  the  World  Cup.  is 
number  one.  I  happen  to 
believe  that  players  perform 
best  when  they  eat  property, 
rest  properly,  and  prepare  in  a 
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No  903  in  association  with 
BRITISH  MIDLAND 


ACROSS 

DOWN 

1 

Casual  purchase  (73) 

1 

Deduce  (5) 

s 

Lack  of  success  (7) 

2 

Procedural  question  (5.2.5) 

9 

Main  force  of  blow  15) 

3 

Tasteless:  deafening  (4) 

10 

List  of  work  turns  (4) 

4 

Vim  (6) 

II 

Dishonour  (8) 

S 

Wild:  continuous  (8) 

13 

Terrifying  (/ft-):  very  bad  (5) 

6 

Sphere  of  (legal)  authority 

14 

A  duck,  its  down  for 

02] 

wamitii  15) 

7 

One  suitable  for  tong  race 

16 

Sumptuously  beautiful  (S) 

(6) 

17 

Sour,  sharp  (wit)  (41 

12 

Spring  plant,  carpels  woods 

20 

A  European:  a  vegetable  (5) 

(8) 

21 

Celebrate  gladly  (7) 

13 

A  month:  imposing  (6) 

22 

(Group)  draw  together  for 
safety  (5.5) 

15 

The  pride  ihat  causes  a  faD 

to) 

IS 

Clothing  (5) 

19 

Almost  shul  (4) 

PRIZES:  _ 

THE  WINNER  will  receive  a  return  ticket  — -W--r  ►* 

travelling  economy  dass  ro  anywhere  on  SI'  W" 

British  Midland's  domestic  or  international 
network.  —  V 

THE  RUNNER-UP  will  receive  a  return 

ticket  ro  anywhere  on  British  Midland's  „  ...  _ . 

domestic  network.  British  Midland  offers  Brrtrs/i  Mttffana 
an  extensive  ranee  of  departure  and  destination  points 
throughout  the  OK  as  well  as  Europe.  As  the  VJKs  second  largest 
scheduled  service  airline  and  Heathrow*  second  biggest  user,  it 
operates  a  fleet  of  35  aircraft  on  over  1200  flights  per  week 
throughout  the  UK  art<l  Europe. 

All  flights  are  subject  to  availability. 


Post  yoar  entry  to  Times  Two  Crossword,  PO  Box  6886.  London 
E2  SSP  to  arrive  by  next  Monday.  The  whiners'  names  and  sol¬ 
ution  will  appear  on  Wednesday. 

Name/Address  . . . . . . — . 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  902 

ACROSS:  1  Go  to  show  5  Calf  8  Error  9  Founder  11  Fey 
12  Innocence  IS  Low-key  15  Indeed  IS  Munr  Blanc  19  Cur 
20  Subject  21  On  ice  22  Sage  23  Personal 
DOWN:  1  Gleeful  2  Tardy  3  Serviceable  4  Offend  6  Al  dentc 
7  Force  10  Unconscious  14  Windbag  16  Durrell  17  Castle 
18  Moses  19  Cairn 


controlled  environment  Will 
they  have  a  drink?  Of  course. 
I’m  not  dealing  with 
schoolltids.  I  need  to  treat 
them  like  adults.  They’ll  have 
a  few  beers  over  the  weekend 
...  if  they  wish  to." 

While  the  coach  was  setting 
out  his  criteria,  insisting  that 
although  his  home  is  closer 
than  the  players’  to  Bisham 
Abbey,  he  will  not  be  going 
home  this  weekend,  one 
looked  across  at  Dominic 
Matteo.  The  Liverpool  centre- 
back.  a  possible  libero  for 
England's  future,  is  the 
“baby"  of  the  squad.  He 
arrived  with  a  niggling  knee 
injury  that  required  an  injec¬ 
tion  to  quell  inflammation 
after  the  game  at  West  Ham 
United  on  Sunday.  He  stood,  a 
forlorn  figure,  on  the  edge  of 
training  yesterday. 

His  inclusion,  though, 
emphasises  that  change  is 
about  to  be  tactical  as  well  as 
temperamental.  Martea  when 
England  were  progressing  in 
the  European  championship, 
was  fifth  choice  centre  back  at 
Anfield.  He  shakes  his  head 
even  now.  considering  the  way 
the  Liverpool  coaching  staff 
kept  him  going-  “They  were 
telling  me  to  keep  at  it,  telling 
me  that  it  was  about  improv¬ 
ing  my  mental  attitude  rather 
than  anything  else.  Obviously 
it  was  frustrating,  because  I 
was  so  dose  to  Robbie 
[Fowler];  ft  wasn't  jealousy, 
but  you  want  to  be  doing  it 
yourself." 

He  talked,  openly  and  hon¬ 
estly,  of  needing  to  improve 
facets  of  his  game.  “I  wouldn't 
say  I  am  a  tackier,"  he  said. 
Neither  did  he  look  comfort¬ 
able  when  Slaven  Bilic  and 
Marc  Rieper  were  thrown  at 
Liverpool  in  aerial  combat  on 
Sunday.  Yet.  he  is  on  the  brink 
of  England  selection. 

“Nowadays,  at  the  back,  irs 
important  that  you've  got  a 
good  touch,  that  you  can  pass 
tiie  ball,  read  the  game," 
MatTeo  said.  There  lies  the  key 
to  Hoddle’s  new  road:  he 
wants  to  build  the  game  up 
from  defence. 

The  coach  enthused  at 
Bisham  yesterday  over  the 
condition  and  application  of 


Under  control:  Hoddle,  left  keeps  a  dose  eye  on  Gascoigne  during  training  at  Bisham  Abbey  yesterday 


Paul  Gascoigne.  “I  played  him 
with  a  little  bit  of  risk  in 
Moldova,  because  he  had  an 
Achilles  problem  and  wasn’t 
100  per  cent."  he  said.  “Look  at 
him.  he's  now  fitter,  he  looks 
leaner." 

The  Manchester  United 


contingent  was  not  present 
when  the  seven-day  concentra¬ 
tion  camp  opened  yesterday; 
Hoddle  found  the  time  to  be 
flexible,  allowing  them  to 
dock  in  this  morning  because 
they  had  a  long-standing  dub 
commitment  at  Old  Trafford. 


But,  once  installed,  they  will 
be  asked  for  the  sacrifice,  the 
commitment  of  the  others. 

Hoddle  points  to  Brazil. 
Thank  goodness  he  never 
heard  Joao  Saldanha.  the 
maverick  coach  who  built  the 
incomparable  Brazil  team  of 


1970.  “We  make  all  these  rules 
in  our  camp."  Saldanha  said, 
“but  they  are  rules  for  the 
press.  I  tell  you.  some  of  my 
players  are  bandits,  and  if 
they  want  to  drink  or  do  orher 
things,  my  number  otic  rule  is 
that  the  press  don’t  find  out" 


Brighton 
likely 
to  escape 
heavy 

punishment 

By  John  Goodbodv 

BRIGHTON  and  Hove  Alb), 
on  Football  Club  could  escape 
having  three  points  deducted 
despite  the  three  pitch  inva¬ 
sions  that  marked  their  Na¬ 
tionwide  League  third 
division  match  against  Uq. 
coin  City  at  the  Goldstonr, 
Ground  on  Tuesday.  | . 

As  Brighton  supporters 
threatened  to  demonstrate 
this  weekend  at  the  Lanca¬ 
shire  home  of  Biff  Archer,  the 
dub  chairman,  the  FA  said  it 
would  study  the  reports  of  the 
referee  and  its  observer  before 
deciding  whether  to  go  ahead 
with  the  suspended  sentence 
hanging  over  the  dub. 

Last  April,  the  Brighton 
followers,  irate  al  the  sale  of 
the  Goldstone  Ground  and 
the  uncertainty  surrounding 
the  dub’s  future,  invaded  the 
pitch  after  the  home  game 
against  York  City.  The  FA 
imposed  a  suspended  sen¬ 
tence  of  a  three-point  deduc¬ 
tion  and  having  to  play  one 
match  behind  dosed  doors. 

However.  Steve  Double,  the  ; 
FA  spokesman,  said  yester¬ 
day:  “At  least  it  was  a  peaceful 
protest  and  that  will  be  taken  >- 
into  account  We  are  relieved 
that  no  one  was  injured  and 
that  there  were  none  of  the ‘-7 
scenes  that  surrounded  the^.- 
game  with  York.  Another--? 
charge  has  to  be  brought  for  is*, 
the  possibility  of  a  suspended 
sentence  to  come  into  effect”  -  -" 

Ian  Hart,  an  official  of  the  ft 
Brighton  Independent  Sop 
porters’  Association,  said  ye»-:I 
terday  that  a  substantial  ' 
number  of  Brighton  followers 
would  he  distributing  lea  fiefs 
in  Archer’s  home  village  this 
weekend.  There  is  deadlodc  in 
negotiations  between  the 
Brighton  board  and  the  con¬ 
sortium.  which  is  attempting 
to  buy  the  dab. 

Another  dub  whose  future 
is  uncertain  is  Wimbledon, 
who  are  attempting  to  mow 
to  Dublin  bom  their  presen! 
home  at  Selhurst  Park.  An 
Irish  consortium,  led  by  Paul 
McGuinness,  the  manager  of 
the  rock  group  U2,  and  Owen 
O'Callaghan,  the  Cork  prop¬ 
erty  developer,  has  agreed 
sale  terms  with  the  Premier¬ 
ship  dub.  Uefa,  football's 
European  governing  body, 
said  yesterday  it  was  against 
the  move,  although  the  con¬ 
sortium  is  believed  to  have" 
taken  advice  that  if  Uefa  tried 
to  block  the  proposal,  it  could 
be  charged  with  restraint  of 
trade. 
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Walkinshaw  shows  reasons  why 
Hill  will  have  licence  to  thrill 


THE  new  guardian  of  Damon 
Hill's  fate  flung  open  the  doors 
of  his  state-of-the-art  factory 
yesterday  and  gave  a  captivat¬ 
ed  audience  a  glimpse  of  why 
tiie  driver  who  could  be 
Formula  One  motor  raring 
world  champion  has  chosen  to 
join  his  team  next  year.  It  was 
like  a  scene  from  a  James 
Bond  movie  in  there  and  Tom 
Walkinshaw.  the  man  with  all 
the  answers,  was  revelling  in 
his  role  as  Dr  Yes. 

Last  week.  Hill  took  the 
tour,  too.  past  the  workshops 
where  men  in  white  coats  and 
masks  pore  over  machinery, 
through  the  huge  drawing 
offices  where  designers 
crunch  numbers  into  their 
computers,  into  the  cavernous 
room  that  houses  the  giant 
autoclave  where  the  chassis 
are  fired.  It  worked  its  magic. 
Before  he  left,  he  had  agreed  to 
drive  for  TWR  Arrows  next 
season. 

His  decision  shocked  the 
vast  majority  of  observers  in 
the  sport  who  all  expected  him 
to  plump  for  either  Jordan  or 
Stewart  Grand  Prix.  but  they 
had  not  seen  whal  Hill  had 
seen.  Walkinshaw's  brand 
new  centre  of  high-technology 
hidden  away  among  Cots- 
wold  stone  at  Leafidd.  in 
deepest  Oxfordshire,  puts 
even  the  facilities  of  Williams 
and  McLaren  in  the  shade. 

Arrows  is  now  in  name  only 
the  same  team  that  has  con¬ 
tested  2S7  grands  prix  without 
registering  a  single  victory. 
Even  its  name  would  be 
different  if  other  team  owners 
did  not  object  to  the  change  to 
TWR  proposed  by  Walk¬ 
inshaw  when  he  bought  a 
controlling  interest  in  it  earlier 
this  season. 

The  last  remnants  of  the  old 
team,  though,  will  be  cast  off 
when  this  season  ends  al  the 


Oliver  Holt  takes  a  look  behind  the  scenes 
at  the  hi-tech  headquarters  of  TWR  Arrows 


Japanese  Grand  Prix  at 
Suzuka  a  week  an  Sunday  and 
the  future  will  begin. 

That  future,  Walkinshaw 
insisted  yesterday,  will  hold 
podium  finishes  for  Hill  next 
season  and  possibly  even  the 
odd  win.  With  a  quiet  confi¬ 
dence,  the  Scot  who  inspired 
Benetton's  rise  and  rise  with 
Michael  Schumacher,  also 
predicted  that  TWR  Arrows 
would  be  fighting  “head-io- 
hcad"  with  Williams  for  the 
constructors*  championship 
by  2000. 

“I  think  Damon  was  sur¬ 
prised  when  he  came  here  last 
week."  Walkinshaw  said.  “He 
thought  that  after  Williams, 
with  the  options  he  had  avail¬ 
able  to  him.  he  would  be 
joining  a  third  division  outfit. 


But  he  saw  here  the  ingredi¬ 
ents  that  he  knows  he  needs  if 
he  is  ever  likely  to  win  a  race 
again.  We  were  reasonably 
confident  that,  if  we  could  get 
him  to  the  factory,  he  would  be 
won  over. 

“This  Arrows  is  different  to 
the  Arrows  of  before.  We  had 
what  we  inherited  and  there 
was  very  little  we  could  do 
about  it  this  season.  We  decid¬ 
ed  immediately  to  focus  all  our 
energies  on  next  year’s  motor 
car  and  Damon  has  had  a 
pretty  good  insight  into  what  it 
will  belike. 

“We  have  set  various  goals 

and  they  are  realistic  goals. 
The  first  thing  is  to  get  Damon 
on  the  podium  so  that  he  can 
get  a  smell  of  success.  We 
expect  to  get  several  podium 


Walkinshaw  at  the  Oxfordshire  factory  of  the  TWR 
Arrows  team  yesterday.  Photograph:  Stuart  Harrison 


finishes  and  if  we  can  get  to 
the  podium,  there  is  no  reason 
why  we  cannot  win  one  or  two 
grands  prix.  We  want  to  be  in 
the  top  five  constructors  next 
year,  the  top  three  the  year 
after  that  and  challenging  for 
the  championship  by  2000." 

Walkinshaw  said  he  would 
not  ask  Hill  to  start  testing  for 
the  team  until  at  least  a  month 
after  tiie  Japanese  Grand  Prix, 
a  race  where  he  needs  one 
point  to  secure  this  year’s  title 
l  ram  his  Williarns-RenauU 
team-male.  Jacques  Ville- 
neuve,  because  the  English¬ 
man  would  be  either  too  elated 
or  too  downcast  to  concentrate 
on  the  job  before  then. 

But  he  confirmed  that  Hill, 
who  has  signed  a  onc-ycar 
deal  worth  E4  million,  will  be 
involved  in  a  heavy  testing 
programme  aimed  at  integrat¬ 
ing  the  new  elements  of  the 
team’s  technical  package, 
mainly  Yamaha  engines  and 
Bridgestone  tyres.  Walk¬ 
inshaw  said  he  expected  next 
season’s  car  to  be  available  for 
its  first  test  in  the  second  week 
in  January. 

“Damon  has  got  to  show  the 
world  that  he  can  deliver 
results  in  a  motor  car  other 
than  a  Williams."  Walk¬ 
inshaw  said.  “I  want  him  to  be 
the  catalyst  to  extract  the 
performance  out  of  everyone 
in  the  company,  the  centre  of 
focus.  If  everything  goes  well, 
we  will  sit  down  early  and 
negotiate  a  long-term  deal." 

At  one  stage  of  the  tour, 
Walkinshaw.  50.  pointed  out  a 
wooden  shed  in  the  grounds  of 
the  site;  once  used  by  Scott  of 
the  An  Untie  to  prepare  for  his 
ill-fated  expedition.  Anyone 
who  had  thought  Damon  Hill 
was  setting  out  on  some 
fruitless  journey  into  a  wilder¬ 
ness  though,  was  already 
thinking  again. 
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Question:  What  kind 
of  a  machine  is 
a  combined  fox 
and  answerphone? 

Answer:  The  Canon 
plain  paper  B11Q. 

For  details  callus 
free  on  0500  246  246. 
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Customer  benefits  delayed  as  Ofgas  makes  MMC  referral 

British  Gas  rejects  price  cuts 


By  Oliver  August 


GAS  consumers  wiU  have  to 
wait  an  extra  six  months  for 
a  proposed  average  £28  cut 
in  their  annual  biDs,  Ofgas, 
die  industry  regulator,  said 
yesterday. 

The  rejection  by  British  Gas 
of  a  new  price  formula  for 
Transco.  its  pipeline  business, 
has  forced  Ofgas  to  refer  the 
pricing  issue  to  the  Monopo¬ 
lies  and  Mergers 
Commission. 

British  Gas  said  the  new 


6  The  cuts  are  so  large 
that  we  are  seriously 
concerned  as  to  whether 
there  wiU  be  adequate 
resources  to  sustain  what 
is  really  a  first-quality 
distribution  systemrthe 
best  in  the  world  7 
-  RICHARD  GIORDANO 


formula  would  lead  to  a  £400 
million  drop  in  annual  reve¬ 
nues.  preventing  efficient  lev¬ 
els  of  investment  in  the 
pipeline  system  and  threaten¬ 
ing  dividend  payments  to 
shareholders. 

Rjcftard  Giordano,  the  Brit- 
Lsh  Tias  chairman,  said:  “We 
will  get  a  reasoned  look  at  the 
problem  by  the  MMC.  Frank¬ 
ly.  we  see  little  prospect  that  we 
could  do  worse.  The  cuts  are  so 
large  that  we  are  seriously 


concerned  as  to  whether  there 
will  be  adequate  resources  to 
sustain  what  is  really  a  first- 
class  quality  distribution  sys¬ 
tem,  the  best  in  the  world." 

Yesterday’s  moves  follow 
months  of  negotiations  be¬ 
tween  Ofgas  and  British  Gas 
over  the  pricing  formula.  In 
May.  Clare  Spottiswoode.  the 
Director-General  of  Gas  Sup¬ 
ply.  published  her  initial  pric¬ 
ing  proposals,  whidi  included 
a  price  cut  of  20  per  cent  in  the 
first  year. 

The  arguments  that  fol¬ 
lowed  centred  around  the 
basis  on  which  the  company's 
costs  and  assets  were  to  be 
calculated.  Jn  August,  Ms 
Spottiswoode  made  a  few  mi¬ 
nor  concessions  which  she  is 
now  threatening  to  withdraw. 

She  said:  “Ofgas’s  proposals 
would  provide  substantially 
lower  prices  to  customers, 
while  ensuring  that  British 
Gas  could  continue  to  finance 
its  transportation  business. 

“So  far  as  shareholders  are 
concerned,  our  proposals  en¬ 
sure  a  fair  return  on  the 
portion  of  each  shareholder's 
interest  in  the  transportation 
business." 

Ms  Spottiswoode  also  ac¬ 
cused  British  Gas  of  running  a 
campaign  to  blacken  her 
name,  using  psychological 
profiles  of  her.  This  campaign 
had  been  a  waste  of  time  and 
effort,  she  said,  because  it 
would  not  influence  her  deci¬ 
sion  or  the  MMC 

“l  was  told  by  several 
sources  that  British  Gas  had 
psychological  profiles  done  of 
me.  If  these  profiles  were 
accurate  they  would  know  dial 
I  won’t  be  intimidated  by  their 
public  campaign  against  me," 
she  said. 

British  Gas  vehemently  de¬ 
nied  blackening  Ms  Spottis- 
woode's  name  or  commission¬ 
ing  psychological  profiles  of 
her.  Ms  Spottiswoode  will 
officially  make  the  referral  to 
the  MMC  on  Monday.  The 
Inquiry  is  expected  to  last  six 
months. 

The  Gas  Consumers’  Coun- 


Markets  wary  on 
US  jobs  figures 


By  George  Sivell 


MARKETS  slipped  back  from 
record  levels  yesterday  in  an¬ 
ticipation  of  .American  month¬ 
ly  jobs  figures  due  to  be 
published  later  today. 

The  jobs  figures  have 
caused  mayhem  on  markets 
several  times  this  year  and, 
after  the  Fed's  decision  to  hold 
interest  rates,  greater  nervous¬ 
ness  is  expected,  espeaally  if 
economy  shows  signs  of 
strong  growth. 

Yesterday,  however,  the  US 
Commerce  Department  re¬ 
ported  that  new  orders  to 
American  factories  tumbled  at 
the  sharpest  rate  in  3*a  years 
during  August- 

Orders  were  down  a  sur¬ 
prisingly  steep  1.9  percent  to  a 
seasonally  adjusted  $311.1  bil¬ 
lion,  the  largest  monthly  de¬ 
cline  since  a  2-2  per  cent 
decrease  in  January  1993. 
Backlogs  of  unfilled  orders 
weakened  and  inventories 
mounted. 

The  August  decline  more 
than  erased  a  1.7  per  cent  July 
orders  gain.  Separately,  the 
Labour  Department  reported 
new  applications  for  jobless 


pay  were  steady  last  week  at 
340,000.  the  same  as  in  the 
prior  week,  though  a  four- 
week  moving  average  picked 
up  Fora  seventh  straight  week. 

“Both  of  these  numbers 
support  the  view  that  the 
economy  will  be  moderating 
for  the  balance  of  the  year," 
said  one  analyst. 

For  the  monthly  figure  due 
later  today,  economists  expect 
payrolls  to  rise  166,000  for 
September,  considerably  slow¬ 
er  than  die  250.000  increase  in 
August.  Average  hourly  earn¬ 
ings  and  the  American  unem¬ 
ployment  rate  are  expected  to 
increase  marginally. 

Robert  Rubin.  Treasury  Sec¬ 
retary,  asked  about  the  factory 
orders  fall-off,  said  there  was 
no  cause  for  wony  about  the 
economy  if  a  six-  to  12-month 
view  was  considered. 

He  said:  “1  think  far  and 
away  the  most  likely  scenario 
is  continuation  of  solid 
growth,  obviously  not  at  the 
same  level  as  the  second 
quarter." _ _ 

Markets,  page  26 


Clare  Spottiswoode  claims  she  has  been  the  subject  of  a  smear  campaign  by  British  Gas  but  will  not  be  intimidated 


cil  said  it  was  disappointed  by 
the  referral  but  not  surprised. 
Ian  Powe,  the  director,  said: 
“It  will  be  well  into  next  year 
before  consumers  know 
whether  their  high  hopes  of 
lower  gas  bills  will  be  met  But 
too  much  was  at  stake  for 
either  side  to  back  down. 

“Defeat  for  British  Gas 


Tunnel  joy 
tempered 
by  banks 

By  Jonathan  Prynn 

TRANSPORT 

CORRESPONDENT 

EUROTUNNEL  faced  a 
double  threat  to  its  refinanc¬ 
ing  plans  yesterday  as  it 
hinted  that  trading  in  its 
shares,  suspended  on  Mon¬ 
day  at  U4p,  would  resume 
early  next  week. 

Bsmkers  In  the  225-strong 
syndicate  of  lenders  to  the 
company  tried  to  damp 
down  the  the  euphoria  gen¬ 
erated  by  news  of  toe  break¬ 
through  in  the  talks  with  the 
Channel  Tunnel  operator, 
giving  warning  that  the  deal 
could  still  collapse. 

A  banking  source  said 
that  today's  meeting  of  toe 
26  leading  banks  in  toe 
syndicate  would  not  simply 
rubber  stamp  the  plans;  it 
would  only  take  one  bank  to 
object  for  toe  deal  to  be  in 
difficulty.  However,  every¬ 
one  was  “very  optimistic". 

In  a  separate  develop¬ 
ment,  the  bead  of  a 
Eurotunnel  shareholders  as¬ 
sociation  in  France  attempt¬ 
ed  to  Mock  the  deal  in  a 
Paris  commercial  court. 


would  devalue  its  asset  base 
and  prompt  predators  to  pick 
up  the  pieces  at  bargain 
prices.  Defeat  for  Ofgas  could 
signal  an  end  to  a  regulatory 
system  where  one  person  can 
influence  the  fortunes  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  shareholders  and  mil¬ 
lions  of  consumers.” 

In  the  wake  of  the  increas¬ 


ingly  acrimonious  relation¬ 
ship  with  Ms  Spottiswoode. 
British  Gas  yesterday  also 
called  for  a  genera]  overhaul 
of  regulatory  framework.  Phil¬ 
ip  Rogerson,  the  deputy  chair¬ 
man,  said:  "I  think  the  regula¬ 
tion  system  probably  requires 
some  amendment.  I  think  it 
naturally  leads  to  confronta¬ 


tion.  It  puts  a  great  deal  of 
power  in  the  hands  of  one  ind¬ 
ividual,  the  regulator  in  one 
particular  industry  or  com¬ 
pany.  In  that  respect  it  prob¬ 
ably  requires  an  overhaul." 

British  Gas  shares  closed 
64  p  lower  at  193p. 
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Power 
struggle 
looms 
for  Grid 

By  Keith  Rodgers 


THE  prospect  of  National 
Grid  taking  its  battle  with 
Offer,  the  electricity  regulator, 
to  the  Monopolies  and  Merg¬ 
ers  Commission  loomed  large 
yesterday  as  the  watchdog 
stuck,  to  its  tough  stance  on 
transmission  price  controls. 

Professor  Stephen 
Littiechild,  toe  regulator,  made 
only  modest  changes  to  the 
proposals  he  published  earlier 
this  summer,  despite  coming 
under  fierce  attack  from  toe 
company  last  month.  His  pro¬ 
posals  mean  customers  will 
benefit  by  almost  £1  billion 
over  the  next  four  years,  result¬ 
ing  in  an  annual  saving  of 
around  £4  on  a  £300  bill. 

National  Grid,  which  has 
until  October  30  to  respond  to 
the  proposal,  refused  to  com¬ 
ment  in  detail  yesterday.  How¬ 
ever.  analysts  argued  that  there 
is  an  even  chance  that  ft  will 
seek  an  MMC  inquiry. 

Union  reaction  was  also 
strong,  with  the  Engineers'  and 
Managers’  Association  argu¬ 
ing  that  the  proposal  wfl]  result 
in  800  job  losses  and  that 
Britain  could  lace  blackouts  if 
there  is  another  hurricane. 

Under  Professor  LitdechUd’s 
proposal,  prices  will  be  cut  20 
per  cent  in  the  first  year, 
followed  by  a  limit  of  RPI-4  in 
the  next  three  years.  Operating 
costs  will  have  to  fall  at  least  4 
per  cent  per  year,  cost  of  capital 
is  set  at  7  per  cent  and  capital 
expenditure  has  been  raised  by 
EtU  million  to  £775  million. 

In  the  controversial  area  of 
asset  valuation.  Professor 
littiechild  raised  his  initial 
figure  by  £150  million  to  E4.15 
billion  —  still  far  below  Nat¬ 
ional  Grid's  own  estimate  — 
after  rethinking  his  assessment 
of  the  Grid’s  telecommunica¬ 
tions  arm,  Energis. 

Analysts  said  earnings  per 
share  could  fall  by  30  per  cent 
as  a  result  of  toe  review,  with 
one  suggesting  that  a  sale  of 
Energis  is  now  essential. 
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Removal  bill 

The  North  Sea  oil  industry 
faces  an  £8.7  billion  bill  (u 
remove  abandoned  oil  rigs, 
an  energy  consultant  reported 
yesterday.  The  top  three  oil 
companies.  Shell.  Esso  and 
BP  face  a  combined  bill  of 
0-5  billion.  The  calculations 
follow  Shell's  problems  with 
toe  Brent  Spar  platform. 
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New  Labour 

Businesses  think  new  Labour 
is  more  in  touch  with  its  needs 
although  they  still  lack 
confidence  in  its  ability  to 
manage  the  economy.  They 
believe  income  tax  would  rise. 
Page 24 


Stock  Exchange 
unveils  reforms 


The  Dalvby 
Calculator  Case 


By  Robert  Miller 


THE  London  Stock  Exchange 
unveiled  plans  yesterday  to 
introduce  the  most  radical 
changes  since  Big  Bang  to  the 
way  in  which  shares  in  the  top 
100  companies  are  traded. 

Officials  at  toe  Stock  Ex¬ 
change,  at  the  publication  of 
toe  operational  and  regulatory 
framework  document  for  toe 
introduction  of  automated 
order-driven  trading  for  FT-SE 
100  stocks,  said  the  new  system 
would  benefit  both  institution-  . 
al  and  retail  investors. 

Gavin  Casey,  chief  executive 
of  die  Stock  Exchange,  said  toe 
new  trading  system  should  be 
ready  by  the  end  of  next  year 
and  could  lead  to  lower  dealing 
costs  for  private  investors. 

Under  the  system,  investors 
will  place  orders  through  Stock 
Exchange  member  firms,  such 
as  stockbrokers.  Once  these  are 
placed  on  the  universal  order  ' 
book,  the  buy  or  sell  instruc¬ 
tions  will  be  executed  at  the 
best  possible  price.  The  ex¬ 
change  said  the  new  system 
would  create  “a  level  playing 
field"  for  all  investors  and  will 
not  just  favour  toe  professional 


traders.  If  institutional  inves¬ 
tors  want  to  broker  much  lar¬ 
ger  deals  they  will  be  allowed 
to  do  so  “off  the  order  book” 
until  the  transaction  is  actual¬ 
ly  conducted.  At  that  stage,  ft 
will  automatically  be  flagged 
up  by  the  new  trading  system. 

Plans  to  extend  the  order- 
driven  trading  programme  to 
company  shares  outside  the 
FT-SE  100  index  will  be  con¬ 
sidered.  but  the  primary  aim 
of  the  new  service  will  be  to 
add  liquidity  to  the  London 
markets,  including  other  ex¬ 
changes  such  as  those  cover¬ 
ing  futures  and  options. 

London’s  place  in  the  global 
and  24-hour  electronic  trading 
system  will  also  be  enhanced. 
Bur  the  Stock  Exchange  said 
that  for  London  truly  to 
capitalise  on  its  position,  the 
0.5  per  cent  stamp  duty  im¬ 
posed  on  all  share  purchases 
should  be  abolished.  Ex¬ 
change  officials  declined  to 
estimate  how  much  business 
London  was  losing  as  a  result 
erf  the  stamp  duty. _ _ 
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Slim,  stylish  and  intelligent 

Ingenious  Engineering  /Sw 

Whether  you  arc  at  home,  in  the  boardroom  or  My  tv&'Sj 

travelling,  The  Dalvey  Calculator  Case  provides 
you  with  all  you  need  to  keep  you  in  control. 

Combining  a  highly  functional,  big  number, 
dual  power  calculator,  with  easily  replaceable 
self-adhesive  notdets  and  a  long-life  pen.  The 
Dalvey  Calculator  Case  is  ingenious,  intelligent 
and  engineered  to  perfection. 
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which  is  sure  to  bring  a  touch  of  refined  elegance  mt 

to  yonr  business  meetings  -  and  many  an 

admiring  comment  from  business  colleagues  and  Wa 

associates! 


Secure  and  robust,  yet  stylish  AND  SLIM  Dimensumj  when  opened  flat: 
Precision  engineered  in  Scotland  bom  the  finest  l^,”***  % FUI-i'  hefunppnot 
stainless  steel,  hand-polished  to  a  lustrous  finish,  5  5  - D&jnmn 


Share  option  gains  averaging  £140,000 

urnr-iap  nmfiK  were  £139359.  though  share  option  excesses  has  been  toe  exercise  of  them  by  156  per  cent. 


By  Philip  Bassett 
industrial  editor 

COMPANY  directors  exercising  share 
options  this  year  are  making  average 
gains  of  £140.000- with  somegomg 
3‘iahieh  as  £1  million,  according  w  a 
rM  analysis  today  of  this  key  element 
of  boardroom  pay  packages. 

Research  from  Incomes  Data  ser¬ 
vices.  toe  independent  pay 
1SI  share  option  grants  exercised  m  the 
first  three  months  of  this  year  by  lib 
directors  in  75  companies,  shows  that 


average  profits  were  £139359,  though 
this  figure  was  pushed  up  by  a  small 
number  of  very  large  gains. 

Share  options  —  toe  right  to  buy 
shares  in  the  future  at  a  previously 
fixed  price  —  formed  a  controversial 
part  of  the  row  over  top  corporate  pay. 
which  led  to  last  year’s  Greenbuiy 
report  on  boardroom  pay  packages. 
They  are  being  examine!  again  by  the 

inquiry  into  corporate  governance 
being  chaired  by  Sir  Ronald  Hampel, 

chairman  of  ICE.  _  , 

In  toe  public's  eye,  the  worst  of  toe 


share  option  excesses  has  been  the 
large  profits  taken  by  directors  of  toe 
privatised  utilities.  A  number  of  these 
topped  the  £1  million  mark  causing  a 
political  outcry.  A  director  at 
Eurotherm.  toe  electronics  manufac¬ 
turer.  made  profits  representing  more 
than  El  million,  as  did  directors  at 
Thorn  EMI  and  Manchester  United. 
The  lowest  profit  represented  in  the 
quarter  was  a  director  of  Hill sd own 
Holdings,  at  just  £338. 

On  average,  share  prices  rose  be¬ 
tween  the  granting  of  options  and  the 


exercise  of  them  by  156  per  cent,  the 
study  shows.  It  also  suggests  that 
directors  are  reluctant  to  hold  on  to 
their  share  options  for  too  long  after 
they  mature  because  of  toe  number  of 
company  takeovers  and  changed  tax 
measures. 

In  the  past,  the  median  length  of 
time  that  directors  held  on  to  their 
options  rose  from  49  months  in  199]  to 
66  months  in  1994.  But  toe  median  is 
now  back  down  to  48  months,  which 
IDS  says  is  a  “sharp  break”*  from 
recent  trends. 


The  Dalvey  Calculator  Case  is  small  enough  to  A  GIFT  TO  M  APPRECIATED  -  EXCELLENT  VALUE, 
slip  into  a  jacket  pocket,  yet  robust  enough  to  Whether  as  a  personal  gift  for  the  business  executive  or 
withstand  the  rigours  of  everyday  business  use.  as  a  corporate  presentation  or  award,  The  Dalvey 
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Managers  warmer 
towards  Labour 
says  institute  poll 
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By  Phi  up  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


THE  business  community 
thinks  new  Labour  is  more  in 
touch  with  its  needs  though  it 
still  lacks  confidence  in 
Labour's  ability  to  manage  the 
economy  and  strongly  believes 
income  tax  would  rise  under  a 
Labour  government,  new  sur¬ 
vey  evidence  today  shows. 

Leaders  of  the  Institute  of 
Management,  which  repre¬ 
sents  more  than  73,000  indi¬ 
vidual  managers  and  700 
corporate  member  firms,  em¬ 
ploying  three  million  people, 
polled  a  sample  of  managers 
on  business  attitudes  to  new 
Labour  in  the  week  of  its  party 
conference  in  Blackpool. 

According  to  the  loM's  sur¬ 
vey.  published  today,  as  many 
as  SI  per  cent  of  the  managers 
palled  believe  that  new  Lab¬ 
our  is  more  in  touch  with 
business  than  the  old  Labour 
Party,  and  the  Institute  says 
today  on  the  basis  of  its 
findings  that  "key  Labour 
policies  are  now  finding  fa¬ 
vour  with  managers”. 


On  specific  Labour  issues. 
59  per  cent  think  Labour  is 
right  to  propose  a  windfall  tax 
on  the  profits  of  the  privatised 
utilities,  while  the  same  num¬ 
ber  believe  a  minimum  wage 
set  at  as  much  as  £4  an  hour  — 
higher  than  any  figure  a 
Labour  government  would  be 
likely  to  set  —  would  not 
“significantly"  increase  their 
employment  costs,  though  28 
per  cent  believe  it  would. 

As  many  as  93  per  cent  of 
the  sample  of  386  managers 
advocate  full  involvement  in 
negotiations  over  a  single 
currency,  with  the  same  num¬ 
ber  maintaining  that  the  UK 
should  be  involved  in  any 
negotiations  on  European  so¬ 
da!  chapter  proposals  —  in 
spite  of  the  Conservative  Gov¬ 
ernment's  opt-out  from  it. 

But  managers  remain  scep¬ 
tical  about  Labour's  economic 
competence,  with  more  than 
half  —  56  per  cent  —  believing 
that  Labour  does  not  have  a 
clear  strategy  for  the  UK 


economy,  and  clear  majorities 
saying  that  a  Labour  govern¬ 
ment  could  not  be  trusted  to 
control  government  borrow¬ 
ing.  at  60  per  cent  of  those 
sampled,  government  spend¬ 
ing,  at  61  per  cent,  and  to  keep 
inflation  low  and  under  con¬ 
trol.  at  63  per  cent. 

Britain's  managers  are  also 
making  dear  their  concern 
about  how  a  future  Labour 
government  might  affect  their 
own  incomes  and  taxes,  with 
as  many  as  78  per  cent  saying 
that  they  believe  an  increase  in 
income  tax  would  be  more 
likely  under  Labour,  and  three 
fifths  believing  they  personal¬ 
ly  would  be  worse  off  with  a 
Labour  government. 

The  IoM  plans  to  conduct  a 
similar  poll  during  next 
week's  Conservative  Party 
conference  in  Bournemouth, 
which  Institute  leaders  believe 
will  offer  the  opportunity  for  a 
direct  comparison  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  state  of  business  opinion 
on  the  main  political  parties. 
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Tony  Blair’s  policies  are  finding  favour  with  business 


Rank  talks 
over  Hard 
Rock  plan 

By  Richard  Thomson 

RANK  ORGANISATION 
has  confirmed  that  it  is  hold- 
I  ing  talks  with  Donald  Trump, 
the  US  property  developer,  to 
convert  an  Adantic  City  casi¬ 
no  into  the  trappings  of  the 
famous  Hard  Rode  Cafe 
The  deal  would  require 
Rank  to  “retheme”  the  entire 
Trump  Castle  casino  and 
hotel  and  install  a  Hard  Rock 
Cafe  inside.  It  would  take  100 
per  cent  of  the  revenues  from 
the  cafe  and  Mr  Trump  would 
continue  to  take  the  revenues 
generated  by  the  casino  and 
hotel. 

Jim  Berk,  chief  executive  of 
the  restaurant  company,  said: 
"This  is  an  opportunity  for 
creating  a  niche  in  a  City  that 
does  not  get  much  of  the  21  to 
40-year-old  age  group.  Right 
now  we’re  not  taking  a  stake 
in  the  casino.  We  do  not  have 
a  gambling  licence  or  the 
management  expertise  to  han¬ 
dle  casinos.” 

Hard  Rock  is  already  in¬ 
stalling  a  restaurant  inside 
Mr  Trump's  Taj  Mahal  casi¬ 
no,  also  in  Adantic  City, 
which  is  due  to  open  in 
November.  The  aim  is  to 
attract  a  younger  clientele  to 
the  gambling  tables  to 
counter  growing  competition. 


Deutsche  Bank  risks 
strike  over  sick  pay  * 

DEUTSCHE  BANK.  Germany’s  largest  commercial  bank, 
yesterday  came  under  threat  of  industrial  action  after 
deciding  to  adopt  a  tougher  sick-pay  regime  for  its  40.000 
German  employees.  The  bank's  move  is  based  on  new 
legislation  introduced  in  Germany  last  Tuesday,  which  cuts 
salary  payments  to  sick  workers  to  80  per  cent  of  gross 
wages,  from  100  per  cent 

Germany's  banking  unions  have  warned  financial 
institutions  that  they  whl  take  strike  action  if  sick  pay  is  ait 
The  legislation  has  already  caused  labour  unrest  in  the  car 
industry.  Commerzbank.  Deutsche  Bank’s  rival,  has  said 
that  it  will  implement  the  new  sick-pay  laws. 

Martin  on  course 

MARTIN  International,  which  supplies  clothes  to  Marks  & 
Spencer,  lifted  its  UK  sales  22  per  cent  in  the  six  months  to 
June  30.  after  last  year’s  management  shake-up  and  extra 
productivity  put  it  on  course  to  return  to  profitability  by  the 
year  end.  Sales  were  £41.8  million  (E33.8  million)  at  the 
halfway  stage,  while  losses  were  £453,000  before  tax  (E134 
million  loss).  Michael  Kidd,  chairman,  said  he  was  confident 
of  much  stronger  progress  in  the  second  half.  The  divide's, 
stays  at  0.45p.  to  be  paid  on  January  I  -*1 

Millennium  shares  rise 

SHARES  of  Millennium  Chemicals,  the  former  Hanson 
company  which  joined  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  on 
Wednesday,  recovered  from  their  post-flotation  flop 
yesterday,  as  demand  from  US  investors  began  to  outpace 
the  influx  of  shares  from  the  UK.  After  opening  at  $23  on 
Tuesday,  the  shares  fell  to  $214  on  Wednesday,  but  hit  a 
high  of  $23U  by  early  afternoon.  Traders  said  that  UK 
shareholders  were  still  selling  in  bulk,  mostly  through 
reluctance  to  hold  on  to  a  US  equity. . 
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CHIPSET  MOTHERBOARD 


2  COLOUR  PRINTER 


3  LOTUS  SMARTSUITE  OR 
MICROSOFT  FAMILY  PACK 


c 


s 


Pentium* 

■  nnoceaaon 


PERFECT  FOR  i 

BUSINESS,  EDUCATION 
OR  HOME  USE 

PI 00  System  with  Colour  Printer 

100MHz  Pentium®  Processor 


WINDOWS  95 


ALL  THIS  FOR  AN  INCREDIBLE 


£ 

94 

EXC  VA‘ 

9  £111 5.07 1 

r  INC  VAT  1 

BU 

Altman* 

r  HURRY  -  OFFER  ENDS  SOON 

nta  KtaoaMpM  MpAoMBnH  manubewara  cpseftmans  an  aubpcl  to  chonoa  ittid  neoea.  Pima  cheek  nMUy  Man  autonna. 

Gaaai  an  aSwad  lor  saia  bAmci  is  ev  stmtsd  conanns  at  sm  natatta  cn  naueaL  E&OE 

Hal  Inama  Lajo  and  haraiian  aw  ragMand  aaduma  et  an  Inwl  Capomon 

PRICE  EXCLUDES  DELIVERY 

Technology  Motherboard  for  Super  High 
Performance. 

Beware  of  buying  old  Technology 
16MB  EDO  RAM 

You  need  1 6MB  for  bed  performance  with 
Windows  95. 

256K  Pipe  Line  Burst  Cache 

To  farther  enhance  performance.  Upgradeable  to 

64fiit  Graphics 


TRY  BEFORE  YOU  BUY!  THERE'S  A  SHOWROOM  NEAR  Y0U-CALL  IN  TODAY! 


latest  EDO  RMA  technology,  bduang  MPEG 
software 

Bght  Speed  Multimedia 
Super  Fat  Eight  Speed  CD  ROM  Drive  &  1 6Bit 
Soundocsd  wdi  Speakers.  To  ensure  smooth  (lowing 
video  and  Free  flawing  animated  graphics. 

Dorrt  accept  cny#»w  fog  fim 
Choke  of  Supevb  Software  Packages 
Miaosoft  Windows  95  with  (he  latest  Lotus  Suite 
Software  or  Microsoft  Family  Podc. 

Lexmark  1020  Colour  Jefprinter 
Complete  wHh  Corel  Draw  3  Graphics  software 
convertible  with  Windows  95. 


MANCHESTER 


»  Intel  Pentium®  lOGMHz  Processor 
*  High  Performance  Intel  82430  VX  Chipset 
Modwrboard  Windows  95  FlugWPlqy  ready 
(Four  PC!  Slots  Two  USB  Ports) 
i  16MB  (FAST)  EDO  RAM  Upgradeable 
QGHT  Speed  CD  ROM  Drive  wUh  16Bit 
Soundcard  &  spedters 
256K  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 
85QMfi  Fast  IDE  HDD 

14-  SVGA  MPR  D  Colour  Monitor  .28 IR,  N!  & 
Energy  Star  Compliant 

Fast  1MB  EDO  RAM  64fort  PG  SVGA  Windows 
Accd.  card 

PQ  Enhanced  IDE  Controller 
3.5“  1.44MB  FDD 

5  Spare  PQ/tSA  dots 
Plug  V  Floy 
Windows  95  Keyboard 

2  x  Fast  Send  fc*  ( 1 6550  UARTlteyAgC 

6  Storage Jtevice  Bays 

High  Quality  Steel  Desktop  caseP^|lP^ 
Windows  95  ™ 

Microsoft  Family  Pock  or  Lotus  Smart  Suite 
Lexmark  1 020  Colour  Jeiprinter 


WATFORD 


BIRMINGHAM 


79  Small  Brook,  Queensway,  Birmingham 
Teb  0121-633  0903 


GLASGOW 


Unit  4,  Rcoochify  Plaza,  Mosley  Street,  Manchester  42  Charter  Place  (upper  level)  Watford  Herts 
Tel:  0761-237  51 15  Tab  01 923-210020 


52  Queen  Street,  Glasgow  Teb  0141-204  2300 


KINGSTON 


8  Castle  Street,  Kingston  upon  Thames  Teb  0181-549  9054  teb  SwhSl  ESfc52SqUarB'  Newmsrfe 


CHELMSFORD 

ISSE! 

CROYDON 


^  ilmsford 


Unit  3.5,  Theatre  Walk,  The  Headrow  Centre,  leedi 
Teb  01 13-242  5111 


LONDON 


^  „  _  .  Sonic  Fota  Center,  256  Tottenham  Court  Rd,  London 

15  St  Georges  Walk,  Croydon  Teb  0181-760  0076  Teb  0171-636  7613 


NOTTINGHAM 


LAOT  57,  Upper  Mafl  (next  to  bools).  The  Victoria 
Centre,  Nottingham  Teb  0115-941  9461 


READING 


102  Brood  Street  Mai  (Upper  level],  Reading 
Teb  01734  596444 


CALL  NOW  FOR  OTHER  SPECIAL  BUNDLES! 


01293-821333 


or  fax:  0  1293  8225  14 


TINY  COMPUTERS  LTD,  REDHILL  BUSINESS  PARK  BONEHURST ROAD,  SALFORDS,  REDHILL,  SURREY  RH1  SYB 


SHEFFIELD 


54  Cambridge  Street,  Sheffield 
Teb  01 14-279  7855 

OPEHtHG  TOMORROW  STM  OCTOBER 


SOUTHAMPTON 


Unit  8,  The  Bargate  Shopping  Centre, 
Southampton  Teb  01703-232261 

OPERS  tom  OCTOBER 


PUBLISHERS  from  most  countries  at  the  world’s  biggest 
book  fair  yesterday  described  business  as  buoyant.  The 
glaring  exception  was  rhe  US,  where,  said  Alberto  Vitale, 
chairman  of  Random  House,  "business  is  flat  as  a  board*. 
Frankfurt  has  drawn  more  than  9,200  publishers  from  HO 
countries  to  its  1996  fair.  About  80  per  cent  of  all  global 
rights  are  concluded  there.  Susan  Blackwell,  of  the 
Australian  Publishers  Association,  said:  “Paper  prices  have 
stabilised.  The  chaos  of  last  year  is  a  thing  of  the  past."  g 

European  sales  lift  BWflj 

RESURGENCE  in  European  markets  helped  BWI.  the 
packaging  and  process  machinery  producer,  to  overcome 
shrinking  sales  at  home,  reporting  pre-tax  profits  of  E8J2  ! 
million  (£7.1  million)  in  the  year  to  July  31.  Recovering  1 
demand  for  capital  equipment  lifted  sales  from  continental 
Europe  by  21  per  cent,  to  £23.4  million,  but  the  company 
gave  warning  that  this  growth  had  slowed.  Overall,  sales 
grew  from  £90.4  million  to  £97  million.  An  unchanged  final 
dividend  of  43p,  payable  January  3.  makes  the  total  7.3p. 

Warning  on  Jaguar 

DEMAND  in  the  US  for  the  Jaguar  XKS.  the  new  model  on 
which  much  of  the  British  luxury  car  manufacturer’s 
fortunes  depend,  is  likely  to  be  weak,  experts  said  as  tbe 
company  begins  filling  showrooms  with  the  car  this  week. 
The  US  the  key  market  for  Jaguar  —  owned  by  Ford  - 
taking  most  of  its  annual  output.  “Sports  cars  arc  a  dying, 
shrinking  market"  said  Peter  Schmidt  of  Automotive 
Industry  Data.  One  US  dealer  is  offering  titanium  painted 
XKSs  for  $74,974. 

Irish  credit  growth  up 

THE  IRISH  REPUBLIC'S  Central  Bank  will  be  forced  to 
continue  its  tightrope  act  trying  to  restrain  private  sector 
credit  growth  while  maintaining  the  punt's  value,  after  tf»" , 
adjusted  annual  rate  of  growth  of  private  sector  credit  rose  iu 
14-3  per  cent  in  August  from  13.8  per  cent  in  July.  The 
annual  rate  of  growth  in  residential  mortgage  lending 
climbed  to  16  J  per  cent  from  16.1  per  cent  At  the  start  of  the;: 
year,  the  Central  Bank  said  it  wanted  both  figures  atabautd 
10  per  oenL  It  fears  medium-term  inflationary  pressures. 


US  insurer 
reveals 
$20m  fraud 

By  Robert  Miller 

PRUDENTIAL  Securities  of 
America,  the  world's  largest 
insurer  which  looks  after  $271 
billion,  has  confirmed  that  an 
employee  in  its  Tokyo  securi¬ 
ties  office  had  embezzled  $20 
million  from  clients. 

The  losses,  which  involved 
the  misappropriation  of  stock 
certificates  and  cash  by  a 
Japanese  employee,  were'dis- 
covercd  in  June  last  year  after 
an  internal  audit  the 
Prudential's  head  office  in 
New  York  said  yesterday. 

The  unnamed  assistant, 
who  had  already  left  Pruden¬ 
tial  Securities  Uapan)  when 
the  firm  sold  its  membership 
of  the  Tokyo  Stock  Exchange 
in  November  1994,  confessed 
that  the  certificates  had  been 
misappropriated  over  a  two-  ' 
year  period  between  1993  and 
1995.  The  cash  was  embezzled 
on  a  single  day. 

A  spokeswoman  for  the 
Prudential  said:  “The  losses 
were  covered  by  insurance 
and  all  clients  have  been  re¬ 
imbursed  in  full."  She  be¬ 
lieved  the  matter  was  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Tokyo  metro¬ 
politan  police. 
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TOURIST  RATES 


AustraUas  _ 

AusIrtaSe*!  .... 

Botgh*n  Fr  . 

Canada  s  _ 

Cypn«  Cypc  . 
Denmark  Kr 

FtnUndMWc  .i 

Franca  Ff _ 

Germany  Dm ’. 
Qkmm  Dr  . 
Hong  Kong  s” 

Inland  Pt  _ 

tsraol  SL* . 

Italy  Lira  . ... 
Japan  Yen  „  ™ 


Mato  -  OSD7  «-=S 

Naftierlds  GW  2-839 

New  Zealand*  238 

Norway  Kr _  10.72 

Portugal  Esc  ..  253  SO 

S  Africa  Rd  7.6* 

Spain  Pta  _ _  20750  ’fjX 

Sweden  Kr  10.99 

SwBwtamlFf  iW 

*«£  **» 

Ratos  tar  small  Poro"*****  W* 
notes  bom  Baidaya  6»*  Ofter 
apply  to  trawler's  dwcfias  Rose*  a*® 
cmm  of  trading  yastorday. 


CBI  cautiof 
on  st 
of  sterling  l 

By  Janet  Bush 

ECONOMICS  CORRESPONDENT  | 

r  • 

THE  Confederation  of  British.  ! . 
Industiy  said  yesterday  thai  it  L! 
is  too  early  to  tell  whether  fj 
sterling's  strength  is  hurting  || 
British  exporters.  j  j 

The  pound  leapt  above  the  L 
DM140  mark  yesterday  for  p 
the  first  time  since  early  1995.  ; 

before  settling  back  to  around  : 
DM23970  in  late  trading*,  j 
Sudhir  Junankar,  the  CBW-  \ 
associate  director  of  econodWL  . 
analysis,  said  that  he  had  nt»;  * 
picked  up  any  worsening- jo 
the  situation  for  exporters  # 
far  but  that  the  next  industtw  •  ) 
trends  survey  this  nxfflw  .. 
should  give  some  insight  into  1 
whether  companies  ani 
concerned.  j 

The  pound's  recent  strength 
has  been  based  on  a  variety  ot 
factors.  It  has  profited  frcari  a  |.i 
positive  view  of  the  British  !jf 
economy,  which  has  low  infla¬ 
tion  and  accelerating  growth 

as  weU  as  dollar  strength.  But 

another  major  factor  has  been 
the  expectation  that  Labour 
wall  win  the  election  and  i« 
more  likely  than  the  Conserva¬ 
tive  Party  la  take  the  pound 
into  a  single  currency.  _ 
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□  British  Gas  plumps  for  the  MMC  □  Reuters  riles  the  Revenue  □  Heading  towards  an  order-driven  market 


□  MOST  boards  dread  a  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  Monopolies  and 
Commission.  For  Brit- 
L.JDas,  it  is  a  corporate  cry  for 
help.  Management  is  stretched 

U)  breaking  point  by  government 

intervention,  by  regulatory  at¬ 
tack,  by  staff  cuts,  by  accelerated 
changes  in  computer  systems,  by 
mounting  losses  on  takeor-pay 
gas  contracts,  by  the  demerger 
recommended  by  the  MMC  last 
rime,  by  proposed  new  structural 
changes,  by  the  threat  of  a 
Labour  levy  and  by  the  headlong 

fail  of  its  stock  market  value _ 

among  other  things. 

Conservatives  meeting  in 
Blackpool  next  week  might  recall 
that,  ahead  of  the  1992“ election, 
they  were  proud  of  the  privatised 
gas  industry,  whether  or  not  they 
were  among  its  1.7  million  share¬ 
holders.  They  should  ask  why 
this  great  enterprise  now  looks  at 
risk  of  collapsing. 

Much  of  the  blame  rests  with 
government.  Along  with  Ofgas 
it  rejected  the  1993  MMC  study 
Wlj*h  recommended  that  full 
competition  in  the  domestic  mar¬ 
ket  be  left  until  20002003  and  be 
brought  in  with  care.  Instead  it  is 
being  accelerated  to  I99S. 

Ofgas’s  ludicrous  price  pro¬ 
posals  for  Tran sco.  the  core 
pipeline  distribution  business, 
bear  little  relation  to  con¬ 
ventional  utility  regulation.  On 
British  Gas  forecasts,  they  would 
cut  Transco's  after-tax  cash  flow 


Sid’s  cry  for  help 


by  an  average  of  £400  million  a 
year  from  the  present  £721  mil¬ 
lion.  Ofgas  calculations  were 
themselves  dire.  They  implied 
that  British  Gas  would  have  to 
slash  its  dividend,  even  if  it  met 
Olgas  cost  targets. 

The  price  curs  were  needed  to 
ensure  that  small  domestic  cus¬ 
tomers  do  not  have  to  pay  more 
under  the  new  regime.  So  they 
assume  that  operating  costs  wul 
fall  faster,  rather  than  rising  in  the 
short-term  to  cope  with  extra 
complexity'. 

Oigas  has  had  to  do  some  fancy 
conceptual  footwork,  arbitrarily 
cutting  ihe  allowed  value  of 
Transco  assets  and  the  depreci¬ 
ation  Transco  is  allowed  to  charge 
its  customers.  That  helps  explain 
why  British  Gas  should  appeal  to 
such  a  stem  reeularor-friendly 
body  as  the  MMC.  If  the  MMC 
rejects  the  appeal  and  says  Ofgas 
is  right  on  asset  value  and  depred¬ 
ation,  it  wflf  also  have  to  say  it  was 
itself  wrong  on  these  matters  in 
1993. 

If  the  MMC’s  Graeme  Odgers 
is  brave,  he  will  ask  some  tough 
questions  about  the  purpose  of 
regulation.  Most  people  thought  it 
was  act  as  a  proxy  for  competition: 


to  protect  customers  from 
profiteering  and  to  give  an 
incentive  to  efficiency.  Ofeas  is 
now  proxy  for  a  monopoly  buyer, 
aiming  to  contract  out  services  at 
the  lowest  feasible  price. 

As  the  93  per  rent  yield  on  Bri¬ 
tish  Gas  shares  shows,  this  view 
is  short-term.  Credit  ratings  are 
falling  and  the  cost  of  capital  ris¬ 
ing  sharply.  In  the  long  run,  con¬ 
sumers  wul  have  to  pay.  Ofgas 
thinks  Transco  is  virtually  risk¬ 
free.  Investors  in  Transco  Inter¬ 
national,  main  successor  to 
British  Gas,  should  therefore  in¬ 
sist  that  their  risk  capital  is  with¬ 
drawn  as  fast  as  possible  in  divi¬ 
dends  and  replaced  with  debt 

Funds’  loophole 
faces  closure 

□  THE  big  pension  funds  have 
been  supping  so  well  and  for  so 
long  at  this  particular  Last 
Chance  Saloon  that  someone 
had  to  call  time  eventually.  That 
clever  £613  million  Reuters  hand¬ 
out  seems  to  have  proved  the  last 
straw  for  the  Inland  Revenue, 
never  an  admirer  of  the  tax  laws 
surrounding  share  buybacks 


PENNINGTON 


and  special  dividends  and  the 
rewards* they  offer  such  funds. 

Readers  who  are  not  well  up 
on  tax  law  may  not  appreciate 
that  every  time  a  company  with 
too  much  cash  decides  to  hand 
some  back  to  shareholders,  the 
public  exchequer  has  to  make  a 
contribution  too.  As  the  law 
stands,  when  the  company  puts 
up  the  money,  those  sharehold¬ 
ers  who  do  not  pay  tax,  and  these 
include  the  big  pension  funds, 
can  claim  back  the  20  per  cent 
advance  corporation  tax  already 
paid  by  the  company  itself. 

So  a  sum  equivalent  to  any¬ 
thing  up  to  a  fifth  of  the  amount 
being  handed  out  may  be  paid  to 
those  pension  funds  in  addition 
by  the  public  purse.  The  wrinkle 
was  used  by  several  of  those 


overseas  companies  who  were 
buying  British  utilities  a  year  ago 
to  raise  the  value  of  their  bids.  As 
a  result  taxpayers,  that  is,  you 
and  me,  may  have  helped  a  non- 
British  taxpayer  to  pay  for  the 
purchase  of  our  local  electricity 
company,  which  is  nice  work  if 
you  can  get  it. 

So  far  this  year  investors  have 
received  more  than  £7  billion 
from  special  dividends  and  buy¬ 
backs,  which  is  an  awful  lot  of 
lost  tax.  The  Revenue  loathes 
this,  naturally.  Reuters’s  special 
dividend  was  such  an  innovatory 
and  complex  beast  because  an 
earlier  snare  buyback  could  not 
be  repeated  since  the  tax  authori¬ 
ties  refused  to  give  it  advance 
clearance.  There  was  no  guar¬ 
antee  this  new  scheme  would  not 
fall  foul  of  the  tax  laws  either, 
even  if  a  couple  of  barristers  had 
given  their  expensive  opinion 
that  it  would  not. 

Whatever  derision  the  Rev¬ 
enue  comes  too,  the  whole  loop¬ 
hole  could  well  be  dosed  in  next 
month’s  Budget.  The  City  pen¬ 
sion  funds  will  hate  this,  but 
their  share  of  public  sympathy  is 
limited.  What  is  so  curious  is  that 
the  Labour  Party,  in  ail  its 


ranting  about  for  cats  and  cor- 

Ere  greed,  should  not  have 
ed  on  to  this  one  before  the 
Chancellor  did. 

SE  compromise 
for  all  seasons 

□  DID  Michael  Lawrence  fall 
on  his  sword  in  vain?  The  former 
Stock  Exchange  chief  executive 
was  fired  ar  the  start  of  the  year 
for  a  number  of  reasons,  but  one 
had  to  do  with  the  implacable 
opposition  of  the  old  guard,  those 
market-makers  who  now  domi¬ 
nate  the  City,  to  his  plans  for 
order-driven  trading. 

Now  the  Stock  Exchange  has 
produced  a  document  thai  app¬ 
ears  neatly  to  reconcile  the 
interests  of  the  consumer,  the 
active  investor,  with  those  mar¬ 
ket-makers.  Such  a  compromise, 
his  detractors  say.  might  have 
been  more  difficult  had  the 
abrasive  Mr  Lawrence  still  been 
in  charge.  Whatever.  The  tech¬ 
nicalities  need  not  concern  us. 
but  as  from  some  time  late  next 
year  an  electronic  bulletin  board, 
or  order  book,  will  log  all 
reasonably  sized  trades  of  FT-SE 


100  companies  that  dealers  want 
to  make.  This  would  largely,  but 
not  entirely,  replace  the  present 
system  of  matched  bargains 
conducted  in  private  between 
consenting  parties. 

There  is  every  possibility  this 
will  be  extended  further,  to  mice 
in  the  next  150  stocks  by  size,  for 
example.  It  will  mean  the  price  of 
such  stocks  will  be  much  clearer, 
narrowing  the  spread  between 
buy  and  sell.  Retail  investors  will 
be  largely  unaffected  unless  they 
are  dealing  in  size.  But  market-, 
makers  wfll  still  be  able  to  trade 
off-market,  using  their  own  cap¬ 
ital  and  taking  sizeable  positions 
in  the  market  —  and  risks.  Such 
deals  will  be  lagged  on  tire  order 
book  in  an  as  yet  undefined  way 
to  allow  them  some  privacy. 

Payoff  line 

□  THE  news  from  Japan  will  lift 
the  spirits  of  every  downtrodden 
City  worker  worried  about  being 
downsized.  An  employee  of 
Prudential  Securities  of  the  US 
reacted  to  being  fired  during  cut¬ 
backs  in  Tokyo  by  embezzling 
$20  million  —  it  sounds  even 
better  in  yen.  YZ2  billion  —  in 
cash  and  shares.  There  is  no 
suggestion  the  money  was  paid 


back,  and  the  whole  thing  was 
covered  bv  insurance  anyway. 
The  broker  only  admitted  the 
loss  when  it  all  came  out  in  the 
financial  press. 


an<  Benchmark  lands 
£I13m  London 


properly  portfolio 


BENCHMARK  GROUP,  a 
shell  property  company  with  a 
market  worth  of  only  £3 
million,  is  to  be  transformed 
into  a  business  worth  £100 
million  investing  m  real  estate 
in  the  West  End. 

The  company,  whose  shares 
were  suspended  yesterday,  is 
acquiring  London  Capital 
Holdings,  a  portfolio  of  14 
central  London  properties, 
form  Friends  Provident  for  £113 
million.  The  deal  is  being  put 
together  with  the  s-upport  of 
Hong  Leong.  a  Malaysian 
conglomerate  which  is  a 
leadingshareholder  in 
Benchmark. 

The  purchase  of  London 
Capital  is  a  coup  for  Nigel 
Kempner,  managing  director 
of  Benchmark,  who  is  the 
former  head  of  Randsworth 
Trust,  which  originally  put 
together  the  London  Capital 
portfolio.  The  deal  brings  back 
under  his  control  major  West 
End  properties  such  as  the 


By  Carl  Mortished 

Derry  and  Toms  building  on 
Kensington  High  Street,  as 
well  as  properties  on  SackviUe 
Street  and  Sfoane  Street. 

Mr  Kempner  sold  Rands¬ 
worth  Trust  to  an  American 
investment  group  led  by  JMB 
Realty  for  £250  million  at  the 
top  of  the  properly  boom  in 
1989.  The  company  later  col¬ 
lapsed  with  heavy  debts.  The 
London  Capital  portfolio  was 
taken  over  by  Citibank  and 
subsequently  sold  on  to 
Friends  Provident. 

Mr  Kempner  said  he  had 
joined  forces  with  the  Hong 
Leong  group  to  create  a  sub¬ 
stantial  central  London  prop¬ 
erty  group  with  the  objective  of 
creating  a  portfolio  worth 
£500  million  within  five  years. 

The  properties  generate 
rents  of  £8.9  million  and 
indude  a  retail  and  office 
development  opportunity  at 
Bishqpsgate  in  die  City.  Mr 
Kempner  said  the  rental  in¬ 
come  would  improve  on  the 
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letting  of  vacant  space.  The 
refinancing  will  leave  Bench¬ 
mark  39  per  cent  geared,  but 
the  company  intends  to  gear 
up  with  further  acquisitions. 

The  purchase  is  being  finan¬ 
ced  with  the  issue  of  41  million 
new  shares  to  Friends  Provi¬ 
dent  at  160p  after  a  capital 
reorganisation.  In  turn,  the 
insurer  is  selling  on  20  million 
shares  at  the  same  price  to 
First  Capital  Corporation,  a 
company  in  which  Hong 
Leong  has  an  interest  A 
further  £25.9  miffion  of  the 
purchase  price  is  bring  raised 
in  a  placing  and  open  offer  of 
17  million  shares,  also  at  160p.  | 
After  the  deal,  the  company  i 
will  be  35  per  cent  controlled  by  i 
Friends  Provident  and  35  per  , 
cent  controlled  by  companies 
related  to  Hong  Leong  Group. 
David  Newbigging.  deputy 
chairman  of  Friends  Provident, 
is  joining  the  Benchmark 
board,  while  Quek  Leng  Chan, 
head  of  Hong  Leong,  remains 
as  chairman.  _ 

Hamleys 
new  head 
quits  early 

By  Keith  Rogers 

GEOFF  CULLINAN.  who 
was  brought  in  as  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  Hamleys.  the  toy 
group,  to  spearhead  its  strate¬ 
gic  development,  has  quit 
after  seven  months  in  the  job. 

The  announcement  came  as 
Hamleys  unveiled  an  18  per 
cent  increase  in  pre-tax  profits 
to  E2  million  for  the  six 
months  to  July  27.  on  turnover 
up  4  per  cent  to  £11.4  million. 
Earnings  per  share  increased 
by  12  per  cent  to  5.7p,  while  the 
interim  dividend,  due  in  the 
second  half  of  November, 
rose  from  2.7p  to  3p  per  share. 

Mr  Cullinan  is  leaving  “to 
pursue  his  other  business 
interests".  He  joined  Hamleys 
after  a  lengthy  career  in 
consultancy.  Howard  Dyer, 
chairman,  said:  “It  wasn’t 
quite  right  for  him  or  for  us. 
He  was  a  consultant  —  I  think 
we  need  a  retailer.” 

The  group  has  expanded 
this  year,  opening  a  shop  at 
Singapore  Airport  last  month 
and  granting  Saudi  Arabian 
franchises. 

Mr  Dyer  said  the  company 
has  a  growing  cash  balance  of 
£6.1- million  and  would  consid¬ 
er  a  share  buyback  or  special 
dividend  in  18  months  if  it  had 
not  invested  elsewhere. 


Howan)  Dyer  says  Hamleys  iwds  a  retailer  as  chief  executive  pot  iaveated  elrewhere. 

Inspirations  warning  costly 

By  Marianne  Curphey 


Ksharesyesrerday.  sending  them  fallrng 

tfbp  to  a  tow  of  S&'zp-  _  ..  h 

S*r rating  tote  airlrne 
subsidiary.  Caledonian 
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Airways  in  1994.  Inspirations  claims  it  was 
forced  to  lease  other  aircraft  over  the  peak 
summer  season  because  its  engineering  con¬ 
tractor  failed  to  service  the  fleet  on  tune.  The 
company  added  that  it  planned  to  offer  a  final 
dividend  ofZ72p  a  share,  making  a  total  for  the 
year  of  3.5p.  unchanged  from  the  previous  year. 

Inspiration’s  larger  tour  operating  rivals. 
Amours  and  First  Choice,  have  not  been 
affected  by  such  problems.  Both  have  cut 
capacity  after  a  disastrous  summer  season  last 
year.  Wayne  Sanderson,  leisure  analyst  with 
Merrill  Lynch,  said  Airtoure  had  avoided 
having  to  introduce  heavy  discounting  at  the 
end  of  the  season  to  shift  unsold  holidays. 


Reuters  payout  plan  still  lacks  Revenue  approval 


REUTERS,  the  financial  information 
company,  is  pressing  ahead  with 
plans  to  return  E613  mQlion  to  share¬ 
holders  despite  not  having  received 
clearance  from  the  Inland  Revenue  for 
British  shareholders  (George  SivelJ 
writes).  Yesterday.  Reuters  said  that 
shareholders  need  to  check  their  own 


tax  position.  The  creation  of  the 
special  dividend  shares  is  subject  to 
shareholder  approval  at  a  special 
meeting  next  Wednesday,  If  ap¬ 
proved,  the  shares  wil]  start  trading  on 
October  JO.  The  Inland  Revenue  said 
yesterday  that  special  dividends  were 
“an  area  under  dose  consideration". 


The  company  sought  advice  from 
two  leading  counsels  on  tax  matters 
before  announdng  its  plans. 

Reuters  plans  to  pay  £613  million 
bade  to  shareholders  over  three  years 
by  creating  special  dividend  shares. 
Each  share  would  pay  net  dividends 
totalling  750p  over  the  three  years. 


Shareholders  ate  to  be  offered  one 
new  special  dividend  share  and  19  new 
ordinary  shares  for  each  20  ordinary 
shares  held.  When  the  scheme  was 
announced,  Reuters  shares  were  at 
750p:  yesterday  they  rose  2hp  to  756p. 

Pennington,  page  25 


In  1995 ,  LG's  annual  sales  grew  402  to  over  USS64  billion. 
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It's  nice  to  meet  you. 


It's  Matt  Ryan's  job  to  listen. 

As  a  Senior  Designer  at  LG  Electronics  De9ign-Tech,  Matt  must  intimately  understand  the  different  aesthetics 
of  eack  European  country.  And  then  translate  that  understanding  into  intelligently  designed  TVs,  VCRs,  microwaves 
and  other  products.  (Matt  and  his  colleagues  even  helped  design  their  company's  Red  Oak  House  headquarters.) 

At  LG,  we  listen  a  lot  to  our  customers.  We  think  that  habit  explains  why  we're  leaders  in  advanced  applications 
like  fhin-Alm  transistor  liquid  crystal  displays  and  high -definition  TV 

We  re  active  in  many  other  business  areas  too,  including  DRAM  memory  chips,  pharmaceuticals,  and  satellite 

communications. 

And  the  same  dedication  and  customer  focus  Matt  Ryan  and  his  fellow  designers  bring  to  their  work,  our  126,000 
other  employees  bring  to  our  other  areas  of  expertise. 

Now,  how  can  we  help  you?  &U3 


Jjttp://vvg.  Lg.co.kr/ 


) 


? 


its’ 
r-  in- 
J‘  m. 
*■  for 
s  'ed 

y  sre 


1 


26  MARKETS  /  ANALYSIS 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  OCTOBER  4  1996 


8 

DU 


A 

Si 

*S' 


§ 

IS,' 

3. 


HO0 

Cl 


HOM 

Fte 

S«I 

wn 


28 1. 
0* 
*JSL 

MEW  t 

Horn 

boo 

CatU 

VMt 


Asm 

IM 


*  ;_>r 


CLARE  STE»AfiT 


Index  hovers  at  4,000  as 
profit-takers  move  in 


AFTER  the  excitement  of 
breaking  the  4.000  level  on 
Wednesday,  the  FT-SE  100 
paused  for  breath  yesterday. 

Profit-taking  in  morning 
trading  knocked  the  market  20 
points  lower,  to  3.994.6.  but 
the  continuing  strength  of 
demand  topped  up  by  some 
flurries  of  takeover  specula¬ 
tion.  a  stronger  gilts  market 
and  weaker  than  expected 
factory  order  data  from  the 
US.  helped  to  bolster  prices. 

By  the  dose,  the  FT-SE  100 
had  edged  back  to  dose  at 
4.000  exactly,  a  fall  of  15.1 
points  on  die  day,  during 
which  nearly  777  million 
shares  changed  hands. 

Imperial  Tobacco,  the  new¬ 
ly  demerged  division  of  Han¬ 
son.  continued  to  defy 
expectations  as  bid  specula¬ 
tion  pushed  its  shares  higher. 
The  much  discussed  dawn 
raid  from  rival  BAT  failed  to 
materialise,  but  Imperial 
shares  rose  to  429p  fuelled  by 
buying  interest  from  die  US. 
They  then  slipped  back  to 
dose  at  417p.  up  13p.  Hanson 
dipped  a  penny  to  90’ap. 

The  merger  of  die  cross- 
Channel  ferry  businesses  of 
rivals  Srena  and  P&O  in  a 
move  to  increase  competition 
with  Eurotunnel  was  given  a 
warm  reception.  Shares  in 
P&O  cruised  ahead  20p  to 
645p  on  better  profit  expecta¬ 
tions  for  the  year. 

Interest  in  British  Gas 
shares  dimmed  after  the 
group  took  its  dispute  with  the 
regulator  to  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission. 
The  shares  slid  6*2p  lower  to 
193p  as  analysts  predicted 
several  more  months  of  uncer¬ 
tainly  for  them  awaiting  the 
MMC's  deliberations. 

BT  ended  2!ip  lower  at 
260p  after  announcing  a  revi¬ 
sion  of  certain  prices  in  iine 
with  Ofiel’s  requests. 

Shares  in  National  Grid 
held  steady  despite  hefty  vol¬ 
umes  in  the  stock  after  the 
electricity  industry  regulator 
Offer  published  its  pricing 
recommendations.  The  pro¬ 
posed  20  per  cent  cut  in 
National  Grid's  transmission 
charge  in  the  year  to  March 
1998  provided  no  unexpected 
shocks  and  the  shares  ended 
1 ’P  lower,  at  178p. 

Rofls-Royre,  the  Aero  en¬ 
gine  group,  made  further 
progress,  adding  3p  to  257p 
after  more  positive  City 
comment. 

Enterprise  Oil  continued  its 
strong  run  in  early  trading, 
moving  up  to  599p  before 
sliding  back  to  dose  at  574‘ap. 


No  break  for  Inspirations,  the  holiday  group,  which  lost48p 


up  34  p.  Profit-taking  knocked 
shares  in  BP  8f2p  lower  to 
677p,  while  Lasmo  ended  6p 
lower  at  219p. 

ICI  lost  some  of  its  gloss 
after  a  profits  warning  from 
the  Australian  subsidiary  in 
which  it  has  a  625  per  cent 
stake.  ICI  shares  in  London 
slid  back  20lzp  to  855p. 

-  Supermarket  groups  were 
in  the  spotlight  as  analysts 


SBC  Warburg,  rose  24'ap  to 
£1052.  while  Perpetual  added 
70p  to  2342'jp.  Confirmation 
of  bid  talks  fuelled  a  45  per 
cent  rise  in  the  shares  of  New 
Guernsey  Securities,  which 
dosed  at  200p. 

Inspirations,  the  package 
holiday  group,  was  also  left  on 
the  beach  after  a  gloomy 
trading  update  warned  share¬ 
holders  that  a  number  of  one* 


Rank  Organisation  saw  its  shares  Jump  144p  to  44lp  after 
announcing  plans  to  team  up  with  Donald  Trump,  the  US 
property  tycoon.  Rank  is  to  open  a  Hard  Rock  Cafe  at  Mr 
Trump's  Taj  Mahal  Casino  in  Atlantic  City,  the  61st  in  die 
chain. 


digested  a  new  report  on  the 
sector.  Safeway  moved  up 
4'zp  to  340 *2p  in  response, 
while  Sainsbniy  dipped  1  'ap 
to  367p.  Rvrik  Save  Tell  back 
12’ip  to  317 l2p  as  recent  bid 
hopes  appeared  to  fade. 

The  market’s  recent 
strength  helped  a  number  of 
fund  managers  to  make 
progress.  Mercury  Asset 
Management,  boosted  by  a 
“buy”  recommendation  from 


off  costs  will  mean  a  break¬ 
even  result  for  the  year  to 
September  30.  Last  year,  it 
made  pre-tax  profits  of  £7.7 
million.  Shares  in  the  group 
sank  48p  to  86 'zp,  marking  a 
low  point  for  the  year. 

Virtuality,  the  leisure  and 
technology  group,  put  a  brave 
face  on  increased  losses  of  £35 
million  at  the  half  year.  De¬ 
spite  a  brighter  picture  on 
future  growth  its  shares  fell 
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heavily,  closing  at  140p,  a  drop 
of  66'ap  on  the  day.  Strong 
passenger  figures  for  Septem¬ 
ber  helped  British  Airways  to 
climb  2p  higher  to  561  l2p. 
Passenger  traffic  increased  by 
5.3  per  cent  last  month,  with 
demand  for  its  premium  prod¬ 
ucts  up  by  7 3  per  cent. 

The  resignation  of  Geoff 
Cullinan.  chief  executive  of 
Hamleys,  the  toy  retailer, 
knocked  the  shares.  Despite 
an  IS  per  cent  increase  in 
interim  pre-tax  profits  to  £2 
million,  its  shares  fell  7p  to 
365*2p. 

Increased  half-year  losses 
and  no  dividend  payment  at 
McDonnell  Information  Sys¬ 
tems  left  its  shares  6'ap  lower 
at  54' ap  while  RAP.  the  safety 
dothing  group,  lost  lO'zp  to 
55p  after  pre-tax  profits  felL 

House  of  Fraser,  the  de¬ 
partment  store  group,  lost 
further  ground  after  its  inter¬ 
im  losses  and  store  closure 
plans  announced  earlier  in  the 
week.  Its  shares  dropped  8p  to 
149*2. 

A  clutch  of  new  issues  made 
good  progress  on  their  first 
day’s  trading.  Ultra  Electron¬ 
ics.  the  defence  and  aerospace 
group,  marked  up  a  37[2p 
premium  on  dosing  at  287*2  p. 

Newcomer  Oriental  Res¬ 
taurant  placed  at  154p,  leapt 
to  a  peak  of  190p  before  closing 
at  188’ ip.  Airtecb,  which  sup¬ 
plies  products  to  the  cellular 
phone  networks,  ended  its  first 
day*  trading  on  AIM  at  75lsp. 

Albright  &  Wilson,  the 
chemicals  group,  saw  its 
shares  edge  ahead  by  a  penny 
to  I94r2p.  despite  worries  ear¬ 
lier  in  the  day  about  the 
seriousness  of  a  fire  at  its 
Bristol  plant 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Strong 
early  morning  demand  sent 
gilts  to  a  peak  of  £110  u32 
before  a  bout  of  profit-taking 
and  caution  ahead  of  further 
US  economic  data  due  today 
took  die  market  back  down. 

By  the  dose,  the  December 
series  of  the  long  gilt  had 
moved  to  £109  ”32,  a  net  drop 
of  £9s2  an  the  day.  The  volume 
-  of  gilt  contracts  reached 
113,000.  In  shorts,  the  Trea¬ 
sury  8  per  cent  2000  ended 
£‘32  lower  at  £104  *32,  while  in 
longs  the  Treasury  8  per  cent 
2015  was  down  £*32  at  £101 
J022- 

□  NEW  YORK:  Shares  on 
Wall  Street  drifted  lower  in  the 
face  of  profit-taking  and  cau¬ 
tion  ahead  of  September's 
payroll  report  out  today.  By 
midday,  the  Dow  Jones  indus¬ 
trial  average  was  12.30  points 
lower  at  5,921.67. 
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Wind  in  its  sails  * 


THE  resurrection  of  P&O  proceeds  at  an 
almost  frantic  pace.  From  a  low  point  of460p 
in  January,  the  shares  have  now  breached  the 
£6  level  and  there  is  little  reason  to  suppose 
they  should  not  edge  upwards  to  £7 — a  rough 
and  ready  break-up  value  —  by  the  year  end. 

The  surge  in  the  shares  is  well  earned.  The 
merger  of  the  P&O  cross-Channel  ferry 
operations  with  those  of  Stena  should  seal  a 
large  hole  in  the  P&O  vessel,  the  other  being 
the  company’s  container  shipping  operations, 
which  last  month  entered  into  a  joint  venture 
with  NedUoyd.  Both  P&O  businesses  have 
been  badly  hit  by  competition.  In  the  first  half 
of  1996.  ferry  profits  almost  disappeared  as 
Eurotunnel  cut  its  prices.  Ironically,  the 
rescue  of  Eurotunnel  by  the  banks  could  now 
help  the  ferries  as  a  reconstructed  tunnel 
operator  will  be  compelled  to  keep  sensible 


finances  and  pay  an  interest  bill 
The  purpose  of  the  merger  will  be  cost 
reduction  and  the  prospect  of  pooling  traffic 
on  the  Channel  in  order  to  take  out  capacity. 
Two  ships  are  already  scheduled  to  be  taken 
out  of  service  but  more  could  be  shed,  raising 
the  prospect  of  greater  gains  than  the  £75 
million  trumpeted  by  the  company  yesterday. 

The  risk  is  that  competition  authorities  wjlj 
scupper  the  deal  or  attach  onerous  conditions. 
That  would  be  a  quixotic  move  by 
Government  which  lifted  the  prohibition  on 
talks  between  the  two  companies.  There  is 
little  reason  for  other  ferry  operators,  such  as 
Sea  France,  to  complain.  The  removal  of 
capacity  will  fill  up  their  ships.  Some  control 
of  pricing  is  a  possibility  but  the  real  pricing 
mechanism  on  the  Channel  is  Eurotunnel:  a 
regulator  would  be  superfluous. 


British  Steel 

BRITISH  Steel  faces  a  di¬ 
lemma.  It  would  dearly  love 
to  expand  the  business:  there 
are  signs  that  steel  prices  in 
Europe  are  beginning  to 
recover  and  there  are  (in 
theory,  at  least) opportunities 
to  invest  in  Asia,  where 
construction  steel  is  in  de¬ 
mand.  This  week.  British 
Steel’s  chairman  spoke  hope¬ 
fully  of  ventures  in  Eastern 
Europe,  in  the  US.  the 
company  has  successfully 
invested  in  mini-mills,  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  a  shortage 
of  product  in  America. 

Yet.  British  Steel  remains 
cautions,  and  wisely  so.  Over 
£700  million  of  cash  is  avail¬ 
able  to  invest  but  despite 
expeditions  to  India  and 
further  afield,  to  date  the 
company  has  revealed  no 
projects  or  investments.  As 
time  moves  on,  the  pressure 
must  grow  for  a  share 


buyback  or  special  dividend. 
Steel  is  not  a  growth  industry 
in  Europe  —  major  consum¬ 
ers.  such  as  the  auto  industry 
are  using  less,  not  more  steel 
while  at  the  same  time 
shifting  to  plastics  or 
aluminium.  Long  term,  it 
makes  sense  for  efficient 
steel  firms  to  hand  back 
surplus  capital  to  investors. 

British  Steel’s  price  is  once 


again  nudging  £2,  but  inves¬ 
tors  too  should  be  cautious. 
The  fortunes  of  sled  Anns 
will  depend  in  part  on  nTtp! 
nations  of  long-term  ex¬ 
tracts  with  the  auto  industry 
which  wants  lower  prices. 
British  Steel  is  a  conserva¬ 
tive  company  that  will  re¬ 
member  the  last  recession 
which  cost  it  a  lot  of  cash, 
almost  exactly  £700  million. 


National  Grid 

AFTER  the  rage  and  tears 
over  Offer’s  pricing  propos¬ 
als  last  month.  National 
Grid’s  silence  on  yesterday’s 
amended  proposal  from  die 
regulator  was  deafening.  It 
has  until  30  October  to 
respond,  and  the  City  reck¬ 
ons  tile  chances  of  the  Grid 
appealing  to  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission 
are  a  tantalising  50-50.  With 
so  much  at  stake  no  one  is 
expecting  an  early  decision. 

Clearly,  one  of  the  Grid’s 
principal  complaints  —  that 
Stephen  LittiecMd^s  asset 
valuation  proposals,  key  to 
the  revenue  calculations,  are 
“inconsistent  and  ill-found¬ 
ed’*—  has  not  been  addressed 
by  very  modest  changes  to 
the  original  proposal.  The 
two  parties  are  nearly  £1 
billion  apart  in  their  valua¬ 
tion  of  the  assets  and  a  mere 
£150  million  clim  bd own  on 
Offer's  assessment  of  the 
Energis  business  suggests 
that  Littlechild  means 
business. 


If  the  regulator  wins  the 
day,  with  or  without  an 
MMC  inquiry,  earnings  per 
share  are  expected  to  fall  by 
between  25  and  30  per  cent 
up  to  2001  and  dividend 
prospects  look  poor,  with 
growth  forecast  at  around  I 
per  cent  A  sale  of  Energis 
would  ease  the  pressure,  and 
the  fact  that  an  inquiry  would 
almost  certainly  put  a  dispos¬ 
al  on  hold  is  likely  to  feature 
in  the  Grid’s  calculations. 
The  bulls  argue  that  accep¬ 
tance  of  the  Offer  proposal 
may  well  boost  the  share 
price  with  relief  over  the 
ending  of  uncertainty.  Until 
theGrid  makes  its  move,  the 
shares  will  drift. 

Benchmark 

PROPERTY  developers  be¬ 
come  attached  to  their  build- 
ings.  The  new  boss  of 
Benchmark  will  not  be  the 
first  investor  to  retake  control 
of  real  estate  owned  in  a  pre¬ 
vious  business  cyde.  How¬ 
ever.  unlike  Paul  Reichmann. 
who  has  once  again  taken  the 


reins  at  Canary  Wharf.  Nigd 
Kempner  had  the  nouse  ti 
sell  Randsworth  Trust  at  i  t 
peak  of  the  property  cyde. 
After  managing  the  proper¬ 
ties  for  Citibank,  he  is  now  in 
control  of  some  of  the  old 
Randsworth  assets  at  his  new 
vehicle.  Benchmark. 

Priced  at  an  initial  yield  of 
7  per  cent,  the  portfolio  is  not 
cheap  but  West  End  offices 
rents  are  rising  and  a  short¬ 
age  of  supply  should  keep  the 
market  buoyant. 

For  Friends  Provident,  an 
institution  overloaded  with 
real  estate,  the  deal  offers  a 
means  of  extracting  some 
cash  while  securitising  part 
of  its  interest  in  the  proper¬ 
ties.  Institutions  are  often 
poor  property  managers,  col¬ 
lecting  rents  but  rarely  proac¬ 
tive  in  raising  the  returns 
from  their  investments.  Far 
small  property  companies 
seeking  to  expand,  institu¬ 
tions  have  become  fertile 
ground  to  realise  (heir 
ambitions. 

Edited  by  Carl  MoRTtsB-u 
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Taxing  times 
for  Barclays 

A  DIRECTOR  at  Barclays 
Bank  will  appear  at  an 
industrial  tribunal  next' 
week,  to  appeal  against 
dismissal.'  Michael 
Kerridge,  who  is  a  director 
of  si'  .  Barclays  property 
Kubs<ujaries,  was  forced  (o 
leave  his  post  as  deputy  tax 
director  in  November  last 
year,  after  he  was  accused 
of  “misconduct”  and  “in¬ 
competence"  at  work. 

Mr  Kerridge.  who  is 
represented  by  Fox  Wil¬ 
liams,  (he  City  law -firm, 
joined  Barclays  on  Decem¬ 
ber  31.  1990  to  set  up  hs 
property  tax  function  at 
Westward  Business  Park 
in  Coventry.  Before  that  he  ’ 
was  an  accountant  at  Coo¬ 
pers  &  Lybrand.  The  alle¬ 
gations  directed  at'  Mr 
Kerridge,  who  is'in  his 
mid-forties,  are  said  to  be  - 
about  “the  right  way  of  . 
handling  tax  issues". 

Esprit  de  core 

IN  THE  wake  of  Archie 
Norman,  die  new  chief- 
executive  of  Asda  is  mak¬ 
ing  his  mark  with  apples. 
Alfcn  Leighton  is  leading 
the  .hpermarket  chain  in' 
its  battle  against  EU  regu¬ 
lations  that  make  it  illegal 
to  sell  apples  less  than 
55mm  in  diameter.  In  de¬ 
fence  of  the  small  but 
perfectly  rounded  Cox. 
Leighton  .  has  ordered 
£11.000  Worth  of  apples, 
that's  29.4001b,  to  be  given  • 
away  this  Saturday  to 
hungry  children  who  visit 
any.  of  Asda’s  200  stores. 
Better  than  an  uncuriy 
cucumber. 

Board  switch 

THEY  are  changing  jobs 
at  Town  and  Country,  die  ■ 
Ipswich  insurance  com¬ 
pany.  where  Theodore  Ag-  j 
new.  the  corduroy-dad 
managing  director,  is  tak¬ 
ing  over  the  switchboard 
for  the  day.  In  a  bid  to 
improve  customer'-  rela¬ 
tions.  Agnew  and  Richard 
Mehmed,  one  of  the  direc¬ 
tors.  will  be  answering 
calh\whOe  the  lady  nor¬ 
ma;,/  on  the  switchboard 
heads  off  to  discuss  strate¬ 
gy  in  sales  and  marketing. 
Agnew's  seal  wfll  remain  . 
vacant  in  his  absence, 
however,  as  there  is  no  one 
quite  of  his  weight  to  take 
over  at  the  helm. 


/FRANKLY'  MADAM\ 
WE  MI6HT  NOT  BE 
.  ABLE  TO  AFFORD  . 
VTO  MAINTAIN  THE/ 
SYSTEM^/ 


CITY  slickers  wondering 
»*'-  V  to  spend  their 
Cri  listmas  bonuses  on 
could  take  a  look  at 
Harrods's  seasonal  cola-  , 
logue.  Undoubtedly,  their 
eyes  wilt  alight  upon  the 
exquisite  hand-embroi¬ 
dered.  tab  /ecJoths  on  offer. 
In  fine  white  organza, 
bordered  with  pure  linen, 
the  tablecloths  come  in 
Swatow  embroidery  from 
the  Kwangton  region  qf 
China  —  a  procedure  that 
takes  two  years.  No  won¬ 
der  then  that  the  tZ-seater 
tablecloths  are  priced  at 
£12.000  each. 

Brief  talk 

SERIOUS  Fraud  Office 

beware,  it  looks  like  those 
hotshot  lawyers  acting  on 
behalf  of  Peter  Gher¬ 
kins"  Young  have  some¬ 
thing  exciting  “P u  ,  r 

sleeves.. Monty  Raphael,  a 
senior  partner  at  Peters  «  . 
I  peters,  who. also  repre- 
I  tented  Robert  Miller  of 
i  [)u  usd  ale  fame,  is  speaK- 

ing  at  a  conference  at  the 

j  Unit  for  the  Study  .of 
1  White  Collar  Crime  - 
;  n^l'of  Ihe  Liverpool  Bust- 
i  'ness  School.  Mr  Rapha- 
|  ei’S  chosen  topic  « 

!  -Compliance  and  how  it 

I  ^  **  In  s4cc^sfu! 

J  criminal  prosecution  . 

MORAG  PRESTON 


Club  Med  should  remain 
a  holiday  destination 


Germans  are 
not  keen  on 
allowing 
Italy  and 
Spain  to 
join  EMU 


CAN  ITALY  AND  SPAIN  HAKE  THE  MAASTRICHT  TARGETS? 


INFLATION  GOVERNMENT  BOND  YIELD 

Annual  change  in  consumer  prices  DiflwwrteJ  over  10-year  Gorman  bonds 

i  L  .7 130°- 


CURRENCY  STABILITY 
Exchange  rate  against  ihe  mart 


Can  they  be  serious? 
Do  Italy  and  Spain 
really  expect  to  be¬ 
come  founder  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  single  currency 
zone?  To  judge  by  the  mania¬ 
cal  behaviour  of  world  finan¬ 
cial  markets,  there  is  no  longer 
the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  I 
reported  in  this  column  two 
weeks  ago  that  EMU  was  now 
'  a  “done  deal"  for  Germany, 
France  and  the  other  German- 
dominated  “core"  countries  of 
northern  Europe.  But  it  never 
occurred  to  me  that  the  mo¬ 
mentum  of  European  integra¬ 
tion  was  such  that  it  would 
only  take  ten  days  for  Spain. 
Italy  and  Portugal  to  graduate 
to  this  same  Teutonic  core. 
That,  however,  is  what  finan¬ 
cial  markets  seem  to  believe. 

.  Italian  bonds  have  jumped 
by  eight  full  points  in  the  past 
three  weeks,  with  almost  half 
this  movement  occurring  in 
the  past  -five  days,  on  die 
•  sudden  certainty  that  Italy  will 
be  in  the  first  wave  of  countries 
to  join  die  European  monetary 
union.  To  put  that  in  perspec¬ 
tive,  the  entire  annual  move¬ 
ment  of  the  US  band  market 
last  year.  Spanish  bonds  have 
moved  even  faster  than  Italy's. 

The  question  now  is  wheth¬ 
er  this  sudden  confidence 
about  EMU  will  be  followed 
by  an  equally  spectacular  col¬ 
lapse,  perhaps  even  compara¬ 
ble  to  the  explosion  of  the 
exchange-rate  mechanism  in 
September  1992,  an  event 
which  was  also  triggered  in 
Italy  and  Spain. 

Such  a  market  debacle 
seems  possible  —  though  not 
yet  by  any  means  likely  — 
because  a  huge  gap  seems  to 
have  opened  between  market 
perceptions  and  political  and 
economic  realities.  Many  in¬ 
vestors  seem  suddenly  to 
believe  that  the  Club  Med 
countries  (as  Italy  and  Spain 
are  affectionately  known  in  the 
markets)  can  seriously  expect 
to  be  admitted  in  the  first 
round  of  EMU. 

Yet  political  and  economic 
realities  say  that  this  is  well 
nigh  impossible  —  certainly  in 
tbe  case  of  Italy.  I  say  this  as 
someone  who  has  believed 
throughout  the  past  four  years 
that  the  political  and  economic 
prospects  For  Italy  are  far 
better  than  most  investors 
realised.  There  is  no  doubt 
.that  Italy  is  one  of  Europe’s 
strongest  economies  —  with 
better  long-term  fundamentals 
than  Germany,  and  perhaps 
even  Britain  or  France,  ft  is 
almost  equally  certain  that 
Italy  will  move  back  gradually 
to  financial  solvency  and  that 
Italian  interest  rates  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  fall,  easing  the  burden 
of  servicing  its  enormous  pub¬ 
lic  debt  It  is  possible  that  the 
new  electoral  system  will  lead 
to  a  period  of  political  stability 
and  honest  government  But 
none  of  this  will  qualify  it  for 
EMU  under  the  Maastricht 
process. 

What  the  markets  seem  to 
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have  forgotten  is  that  EMU  is 
not  just  a  rational  economic 
arrangement,  designed  to 
maximise  the  welfare  of  all 
Europeans.  It  is  a  Byzantine 
strategic  power  gane.  marked 
by  a  constant  rebalancing  of 
politics  and  economics,  reality 
and  deception,  solidarity  and 
betrayal.  For  Itaty,  all  these 
considerations  point  to  exclu¬ 
sion  from  EMU.  at  least  in  the 
first  round.  .  ■  .  , 

The  first  and  most  impor¬ 
tant  reason  why  Italy  must  be 
excluded  from  the  first  wave  of 
EMU  is  Gentian  electoral 
politics.  Helmut  Kohl  will  face 
re-election  in  late  1998,  about 
six  months  after  the  derision 
on  which  countries  will  join 
EMU.  If  he  admits  Italy,  he 
will  risk  losing  the  election. 

The  idea  of  giving  up  the 
mark  is  unpopular  in 
Germany,  but  as  the  fateful 
date  draw  nearer  the  Ger¬ 
mans  seem  to  be  developing  a 
more  refined  analysis  about 
the  dub  they  are  about  to  join. 
When  opinion  polls  ask  Ger¬ 
man  voters  how  they  fed 
about  belonging  to  a  smaller 
"hard-money"  club,  consisting 
exclusively  of  the  Teutonic 
nations  plus  France,  rather 
than  a  Europe-wide  monetary 
union,  the  answers  are  more 
favorable. 

In  one  poll  conducted  late 
last  year,  voters  opposed  the 
idea  of  EMU  in  principle  by  a 
two-to  one  margin,  but  they 
supported  a  smaller  grouping 
including  Benelux.  Austria 
and  France  try  a  margin  of  $ix- 
toone.  This  is  not  just  a  case  of 
cultural  prejudice. 

The  fart  is  that  Italy,  Greece, 
Spain  and  Portugal,  have  very 
different  political  traditions 
and  economic  requirements 
than  Germany.  The  first  two 
have  huge  public  debts  which 
taxpayers  and  voters  may 
rationally  decide  to  wipe  out 
through  inflation.  The  last 
three  have  relatively  low  lab¬ 


our  costs;  this  means  then- 
industries  can  tolerate  much 
higher  levels  of  wage  inflation 
than  Germany’s  and  still  re¬ 
main  internationally  competi¬ 
tive.  With  Italy,  Spain  and 
Portugal  in  the  dub,  the 
traditionally  inflationary  soft- 
currency  nations  will  match 
file  hard-currency  core  in 
terms  of  sheer  numbers:  Italy. 
Spain  and  Portugal  have  106 
million  people  between  them, 
against  the  104  million-  who 
live  in  Germany,  Austria,  The 
Netherlands  and  Luxem¬ 
bourg.  This  wifi  leave  the 
political  balance  of  power  with 
Belgium  and  France. 


Of  course,  EMU  is 
not  a  democratic 
arrangement,  but 
the  weight  of  num¬ 
bers  will  still  matter  in  guid¬ 
ing  the  balance  of  policies  set 
by  the  European  Central 
Bank.  The  composition  of  the 
ECB  board  gives  the  Ger¬ 
mans  even  more  reason  for 
concern.  Not  many  Germans 
are  yet  aware  of  this,  but  one 
of  the  huge  concessions  Hen- 
Kohl  made  in  the  Maastricht 
negotiations  was  his  agree¬ 
ment  that  the  ECB  would  set 
its  policies  on  the  basis  of  one- 
country,  one-vote.  Germany, 
in  other  words,  will  have  no 
more  votes  on  the  ECB  council 
than  Italy,  Spain  or  even 
Belgium.  Under  this  voting 
structure,  Germany  could 
have  real  difficulty  dominat¬ 
ing  an  ECB  councO  that 
included  several  members  of 
the  Club  Med. 

For  these  and  other  reasons. 
Herr  Kohl  would  certainly 
prefer  to  keep  the  Club  Med 
out  of  the  first  round  of  EMU 
in  1999.  This  initial  rejection 
would  in  no  way  preclude 
Italy,  Spain  and  even  Greece 
from  being  let  in  a  year  or  two 
later  —  probably  on  easier 
terms  than  the  ones  set  out  at 
Maastricht  —  once  the  Ger¬ 


man  public  has  got  over  its 
loss  of  tbe  mark  and  EMU 
has  become  irreversible. 

“But,"  says  your  friendly 
Club  Med  braid  salesman. 
“Kohl  can’t  just  keep  Italy  out 
if  it  meets  the  Maastricht 
targets.  That  is  why  last 
week’s  budget  was  so  momen¬ 
tous.  The  Italian  Government 
is  now  committed  to  getting  its 
deficit  dawn  to  3  per  cent  of 
GDP  come  hell  or  high  water 
—  and  if  necessary  it  can  use 
the  accounting  fiddles  pio¬ 
neered  by  France." 

This  is  nonsense.  Maas¬ 
tricht  lays  down  five  separate 
convergence  criteria  —  and 
the  3  per  cent  deficit  require¬ 
ment  is  by  no  means  file  most 
important.  Germany  and 
France  will  have  huge  latitude 
in  balancing  these  fore  criteria 
to  include  or  exclude  whichev¬ 
er  countries  they  wish.  But 
even  if  the  decisions  on  mem¬ 
bership  were  made  with  abso¬ 
lute  fairness,  it  is  hard  to  see 
how  Italy  should  get  in. 

Probably  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  convergence  criteria  from 
an  economic  standpoint  are 
the  ones  on  inflation  and  long¬ 
term  interest  rates:  average 
inflation  in  the  12  months 
before  the  decisions  on  mem¬ 
bership  are  made  must  be 
within  \5  percentage  points  of 
the  average  of  the  three  coun¬ 
tries  with  the  lowest  inflation 
in  Europe;  and  long-term 
bond  yields  must  be  within 
two  points  of  yields  in  these 
same  countries.  These  two 
criteria  are  very  clearly  speci¬ 
fied  in  the  treaty  and  are 
therefore  vulnerable  to  judi¬ 
cial  challenge  if  they  are 
breached.  At  present  Italy 
fails  on  all  five  of  the  Maas¬ 
tricht  criteria — and  by  a  wide 
margin.  Even  if  it  manages 
next  year  to  get  its  deficit 
below  3  per  cent  (a  very  big  if), 
it  will  still  have  double  the 
debt  level  allowed  in  the  treaty 
and  will  not  have  been  a 


member  of  the  ERM  for  two 
years,  as  required.  Whether  it 
can  get  its  inflation  below  3 
per  cent  without  artificial 
price  restraints,  which  will  in 
turn  boost  budget  deficits,  is 
open  to  question. 

And  what  of  long-term  in¬ 
terest  rates?  These  are  exqui¬ 
sitely  sensitive  to  financial 
expectations  and  nods  and 
wmks  from  politicians  and 
central  bankers.  In  the  next 
few  weeks  ft  will  be  interesting 
to  see  whether  German  poli¬ 
cymakers.  through  their  ac¬ 
tions  and  comments,  try  to 
help  Italy  to  keep  its  long-term 
rates  moving  towards  the 
German  level  —  or  deride  to 
feed  market  anxieties  about 
convergence  which  could 
immediately  scupper  Italy's 
membership  hopes. 

The  question  for  Italy  today 
is  not  simply  whether  it  can 
somehow  shoe-horn  its  deficit 
below  the  3  per  cent  limit  It  is 
whether  this  immense  polit¬ 
ical  effort  will  prove  in  vain  — 
simply  because  the  Germans 
think  of  Club  Med  as  a 
holiday  destination,  not  a 
currency  arrangement 


Boiling  mad  after  having  tried  in  vain  to  get  through  on  the  service  hotline 


From  Mrs  B.  A.  Ford 

Sir,  The  Managing  Director 
of  British  Gas  is  economical 
with  the  truth  in  his  letter 
published  in  your  Business 
and  Finance  Section  on  26 
September. 

Yes.  calls  to  his  Area 
Service  Centre  are  answered 
—  but  by  a  recorded  an¬ 
nouncement  which  requests 
the  caller  to  hold  —  and  then 
cuts  off.  It  has  done  this  to 
me  for  a  fortnight. 

My  central  heating  boiler 
has  broken  down.  It  is 
subject  of  a  three-star  service 
contract  with  British  Gas, 
under  which  t  pay  a  large 


sum  of  money  and  British  Gas 
guarantees  a  24-hour 
response. 

I  have  been  telephoning 
British  Gas  at  their  area 
service  number,  to  ask  them  to 
honour  their  contract,  since  12 
September. 

Their  machine  answers  my 
cal],  invites  me  to  press  a 
series  of  buttons  on  my  hand¬ 
set.  and  then  cuts  my  call  off, 
every  time.  It  is  impossible  to 
speak  toa  human  being. 

The  British  Telecom  opera¬ 
tors.  whose  help  I  enlisted  on 
12  September,  told  me  British 
Gas  had  been  cutting  off  calls 
from  other  customers  for  at 
least  two  weeks.  British  Gas 


was  still  cutting  off  my  calls  on 
27  September,  the  day  after  the 
Managing  Direct  oris  letter  to 
you  was  published.  T  must 
have  made  fifty  calls.  There 
has  been  no  response 
whatsoever. 

We  have  finally  cracked.  We 
found  a  private  plumber  who 
answered  his  telephone  and 
yesterday  repaired  our  boiler. 
It  is  galling  to  have  had  to  pay 
him,  considering  that  we  have 
already  paid  British  Gas  for 
the  same  service. 

1  suggest  Mr  Wood  should 
explain  why,  if  his  system  has 
not  collapsed,  none  of  my  calls 
have  dialed  any  response  for 
a  whole  fortnight,  and  why  the 


recorded  message  on  the  ser¬ 
vice  number  was  not  altered  to 
reflect  the  true  situation.  I 
invite  him  to  reimburse  me  for 
the  cost  of  all  those  calls  and 
the  cost  of  the  private  plumber 
who  did  British  Gas  work  for 
them. 

Needless  to  say.  when  our 
Ihree-siar  service  contract  ex¬ 
pires  next  month  we  will  not 
be  renewing.  It  doesn't  seem  to 
be  much  use  to  us. 

Yours  faithfully. 

B.  A.  FORD, 

Glenthome. 

23  Mareschal  Road, 
Guildford, 

Surrey. 
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Tunnel  vision 
decisive  in 
Channel  battle 

End  to  golden  era  of  ferry  companies 
was  inevitable,  says  Jonathan  Prynn 


So  who  won.  the  ferry 
companies  or  Euro¬ 
tunnel?  Eventually, 
and  perhaps  inevitably,  it 
was  Lord  Sterling  who 
blinked  first.  Once  it  became 
dear  that,  whatever  its  finan¬ 
cial  problems,  the  Channel 
tunnel  would  never  actually 
dose,  the  old  order  at  Dover 
and  Calais  was  doomed. 

For  all  the  ferry  com¬ 
panies*  protestations  that 
passengers  would  not  aban¬ 
don  the  joys  of  the  briney  for 
a  30-minuie  trip  “in  a  box,  in 
a  box,  in  a  box",  as  one  Stena 
executive  memorably  des¬ 
cribed  Le  Shuttle,  the  punt¬ 
ers  disagreed. 

Within  a  year  of  opening 
the  tunnel,  Eurotunnel  had 
grabbed  40  per  cent  of  the 
ferry  companies'  once  lucra¬ 
tive  market  Once  the  early 
technical  problems  with  die 
trains  were  sorted  out,  holi¬ 
daymakers  decided  that  they 
liked  the  speed  and  conve¬ 
nience  of  the  shuttle  service. 
The  blatant  bribe  of  a  two- 
thirds  reductions  on  duty¬ 
free  goods  at  the  tunnel 
terminals  probably  helped. 
too. 

To  be  fair,  the  ferry  indus¬ 
try  scored  _ 

some  spectac¬ 
ular  own  Storrm 

goals.  When  . 

stena  was  underl] 

last  year  un-  AfTaC 

able  to  agree  OF  L£  o 

terms  for  a  W  ad\ 

renewal  of  its  J 

pooling  ar¬ 
rangement  with  its  French 
partner.  SNAT,  the  result 
was  a  new  player  on  the 
scene  at  file  worst  possible 
time. 

SNAT.  a  French  govern¬ 
ment-subsidised  subsidiary 
of  the  state  rail  company, 
promptly  changed  its  name 
to  Sea  France,  added  new 
ships  to  foe  route  and  per¬ 
haps  sealed  the  fate  of  the 
industry. 

Other  external  factors  out¬ 
side  even  Lord  Sterling's 
ability  to  control  added  tome 
unfolding  financial  disaster. 
The  strength  of  the  French 
franc  deterred  many  holiday 
makers  in  the  Spring,  while 
a  stormy  winter  graphically 
underlined  one  of  Le  Shut¬ 
tle’s  key  competitive  advan¬ 
tages  over  its  sea-bound 
rivals. 

At  P&O.  already  under 
severe  City  pressure  because 
of  a  decade  of  share  price 
underperformanoe.  the  inev¬ 
itability  of  what  was  happen¬ 
ing  finally  dawned  on  the 
company. 

The  ferry  operations 
plunged  from  £120  million 
profit  a  year  in  1994  to  barely 
breakeven  in  the  first  half  of 


this  year,  and  (he  prospect  of 
losses  loomed. 

It  is  difficult  not  to  feel  at 
least  a  twinge  of  sympathy 
for  P&O.  Of  its  main  compet¬ 
itors,  Eurotunnel  was  virtu¬ 
ally  unsink  able,  however 
desperate  its  financial  plight. 
Two  others,  Britanny  Ferries 
and  Sea  France,  were  state 
subsidised;  and  another. 
Stena.  had  the  deep  pockets 
of  a  private  Swedish  com¬ 
pany  behind  it. 

This  summer,  as  the  insane 
price  war  between 
Eurotunnel  and  the  ferry 
companies  reached  its  peak. 
Lord  Sterling  was  already 
putting  out  feelers  to  the  rest 
of  the  industry  about  a  mas¬ 
sive  rationalisation.  Once  lan 
Lang  agreed  in  July  to  lift  the 
restrictions  on  ferry  company 
mergers,  the  entire  industry 
was  “in  play". 

Although  the  Stena  high 
command  initially  resisted 
the  overtures  from  P&O.  at  a 
lower  level  “talks  about 
talks"  have  been  underway 
since  last  November.  Lord 
Sterling  was  desperate  to 
have  a  deal  in  place  well 
before  Christmas  so  a  new 
and  sustainable  fare  and  cost 
structure 


Stormy  winter 
underlined  one 
of  Le  Shuttle’s 
key  advantages 


could  ready 
Winter  hi  tinte  for 

next  season's 
led  One  brochures. 

nittWc  Yesterday. 

.Utiles  the  day  after 

ntages  Eurotunnel 

°  announced 

that  it  had 
also  secured  its  future 
through  a  massive  debt  refi¬ 
nancing,  the  ferry  merger 
was  unveiled  to  the  world. 

For  the  holidaymaker,  the 
announcement  marks  the 
end  of  a  golden  era  of  the 
cross-Channel  ferry,  the 
likes  of  which  will  not  be 
seen  again  for  decades.  This 
summer  It  was  easier  and 
cheaper  to  cross  the  Channel 
than  at  any  time  since  Eng¬ 
land  was  joined  to  France. 
Next  summer,  prices  are 
certain  to  bounce  back,  al¬ 
though  it  may  take  farther 
rationalisation  to  again 
make  running  a  ferry  com¬ 
pany  an  acceptably  profit¬ 
able  business. 

So  it  was  a  good  week  for 
Sir  Alastair  Morton.  On 
Wednesday  he  announced  a 
settlement  with  one  foe—  the 
banks  —  and  on  Thursday 
his  other  enemy,  the  ferry 
operators,  sue  for  terms.  Sir 
Alastair  can  retire  with  dig¬ 
nity  to  the  Lords,  perhaps  to 
share  a  bench  with  Baron 
Sterling,  confident  of  a  job 
completed.  However,  ft  is 
unlikely  that  the  ferry  work¬ 
ers  of  Dover  and  Folkestone 
will  ever  thank  him  for  it 


Sfltaly  Buy  The  Times  Higher  Education 
Supplement  Collect  3  tokens  and  enter  our  prize  draw  to 
celebrate  the  new  academic  year.  First  prize  is  a  luxury 
holiday  for  two,  arranged  by  the  award-winning  company 
"Magic  of  Italy’  worth  up  to  £2,000. 

For  SO  other  readers  there  are  £10  Oddbins  vouchers 
to  be  wop  as  nmners-up  prizes. 


The  arranging  chaos  at  British  Gas  does  not  pay  me  to  be  a  good  payer 


TUB  TIMES 


From  F.  Paul  Taylor 
Sir,  Good  payers  ( The  Times. 
September  27)  are  not  only 
being  irritated  by  the  chaos  in 
the  accounts  department  of 
British  Gas.  they  are  being 
penalised. 

Because  of  numerous  bank 
errors,  we  refuse  to  pay  by 
direct  debit  and  have  opted  to 


use  Ihe  Option  Play  arrange¬ 
ments  whereby  if  we  pay 
within  ten  days  of  the  meter 
reading  date  we  receive  a 
small  discount  of  £2. 

Last  quarter  we  received  our 
bill  on  a  Saturday  morning 
nine  days  after  the  meter 
reading  and  had  to  chase  off  to 
the  Pbst  Office  to  meet  the 


deadline.  This  quarter  we 
have  just  received  our  account 
11  days  after  the  meter  read¬ 
ing,  making  it  impossible  to 
meet  the  deadline  for  rebate. 

Is  this  a  hidden  way  of 
bowling  profits?  Or  the  fat  cat 
salaries  of  the  management? 
Privatisation  of  British  Gas 
has  been  a  disaster. 


Yours  faithfully 
f.  Paul  Taylor. 

7  Kingsway, 

Frodsham, 

Cheshire. _ 

Letters  to  the  Bostness 
and  Finance  section  of 
Tbe  Times  can  be  sent 
by  fax  to  0171-782  5112. 
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Head  of  Sony  Pictures  quits  disaster-prone  Hollywood  studio 


From  Richard  Thomson 
IN  NEW  YORK 

ALAN  LEVINE  has  resigned  as  head  of 
Sony  Picture  Entertainments  in  a  move 
that  signals  the  Japanese  electronic 
company's  determination  to  overcome  the 
problems  that  have  dogged  the  Holly¬ 
wood  film  studio  for  seven  years.  He  looks 
likely  to  be  succeeded  by  John  Galley,  the 
president  of  United  Artists. 


Mr  Levine,  a  former  entertainment 
lawyer  who  had  never  run  a  company 
before  his  Sony  appointment,  was  the  last 
of  the  senior  executives  from  the  original 
disaster-prone  management. 

Under  Pfeter  Guber,  Sony  Picture 
Entertainments,  whit*  includes  the  Co¬ 
lumbia  Tristar  studios,  became  famous 
far  its  profligacy  and  a  string  of  film  flops 
that  led  to  losses  of  $32  billion  on  the 
entertainment  operation  in  1994.  When 


Mr  Guber  departed  in  1994  with  a  $200 
million  payoff,  Mr  Levine  took  over. 

Although  he  successfully  cut  costs  he 
never  demonstrated  a  flair  for  picking  hit 
films,  and  turned  out  expensive  duds, 
including  The  Fan,  with  Robert  DeNiro. 
Multiplicity  and  Cable  Guy,  whose  star. 
Jim  Carrey,  was  paid  $20  million.  He  also 
presided  over  management  upheavals, 
including  the  sacking  two  weeks  ago  of 
Mark  Canton,  head  of  Columbia  Tnstar. 


Littlewoods’  sales 
slip  under  pressure 
from  Lottery  rival 


Mr  Levine's  resignation,  which  was 
expected,  shows  the  determination  of 
Nobuyuki  Idei,  who  became  head  of  Sony 
Corporation  last  year,  to  get  the  Holly¬ 
wood  operation  under  control.  Last  year 
he  sacked  Micky  Schulhof,  the  high- 
spending  head  of  Sony's  entire  US 
operations,  and  has  since  worked  hand  to 
revamp  the  management  team  of  the 
Hollywood  studios. 

He  is  believed  to  be  considering 


whether  it  is  worth  maintaining  the 
troublesome  investment,  which  Sony 
bought  for  $3.4  billion  in  I9S9.  He  is 
understood  to  have  held  talks  with 
Michael  Eisner  of  Disney,  among  others. 
Sony  originally  bought  Columbia 
Tristsar  to  complement  its  electronic 
hardware,  such  as  televisions  and  VCRs, 
with  entertainment  “software".  Over  the 
last  few  years,  that  philosophy  has  worn 
very  thin  at  Sony. 


However,  if  the  appointment  mr 
Calley.  65.  is  confirmed  it  may  represent* 
final  attempt  to  turn  the  studios  around 
He  has  produced  several  hits,  including 
Postcards  from  the  Edge,  Remains  ojife 
Day.  Goldeneye  (which  revived  theJam^ 
Bond  franchise)  and  The  Birdcage,  star¬ 
ring  Robin  Williams,  and  has 
relationships  with  directors,  indudino 
Mike  Nichols.  Sydney  Pollack,  Stanta 
Kubrick  and  John  Boorman. 


THE  National  Lottery  contin¬ 
ues  to  squeeze  Littlewoods. 
with  the  football  pools  and 
retail  group  reporting  a  fur¬ 
ther  fall  in  its  rival  leisure 
business  in  the  first  half. 

Sales  in  Littlewood’s  leisure 
business  fell  by  29  per  cent  to 
£245  million,  while  overall 
group  sales  dipped  below  the 
£[  billion  level  to  £995  million, 
down  by  5  per  cent. 

In  the  six  months  to  June  30. 
pre-tax  profits  for  Littlewoods. 
which  is  owned  by  the  Moores 
family,  showed  a  24  per  cent 
fall,  to  £122!  million,  although 
1995V?  results  were  boosted  by 
a  one-off  property  profit  of 
EI0.4m. 


By  Clare  Stewart 

Stripping  this  out  the  oper¬ 
ating  result  far  the  first  half 
shows  a  more  encouraging 
picture,  with  profits  leaping 
130  per  cent,  to  £13.6  million. 
James  Ross,  the  chairman, 
said  that  these  results  “clearly 
demonstrate  the  benefits  of  the 
enormous  efforts  undertaken 
to  improve  operating  effici¬ 
ency  and  business  perfor¬ 
mance  across  the  group". 
Since  the  Lottery  began. 
Littlewoods  has  reduced  staff 
numbers  from  4.000  to 
around  1.500. 

The  home  shopping  to  high 
street  retailing  businesses  lift¬ 
ed  sales  by  7  per  cent,  to  £748 
million,  and  moved  back  into 


Hopkinsons’  first 
profit  since  1994 


By  Fraser  Nelson 


HOPKINSONS.  the  engi¬ 
neering  products  group,  re¬ 
turned  to  the  black  in  the  six 
months  to  June  30.  after 
falling  raw  material  prices 
and  tighter  cost  controls 
produced  taxable  profits  of 
£411.000.  against  a  loss  of 
£583.000  last  time. 

The  company,  which  last 
recorded  a  profit  in  1994. 
attributed  the  tumround  to 
the  reforms  in  its  core  abra¬ 
sives  division,  now  strength¬ 
ened  by  three  acquisitions. 
Their  contribution  offset  a  5 
per  cent  slide  in  underlying 
sales  to  leave  a  divisional 


operating  profit  of  £566.000. 
56  per  cent  more  than  last 
time.  Overall,  operating 
profit  jumped  from  £12.000 
to  £692.000  after  the  dispos¬ 
al  of  its  loss-making  Gas 
Controls  division 

On  an  underlying  basis, 
sales  were  £512  million 
(£49.9  million)  and  earnings 
0J9p  per  share  (1.23p  loss).  A 
maintained  interim  divi¬ 
dend  of  0.5p  will  be  paid  on 
November  29. 

At  one  stage  Hopkinsons' 
shares  rose  2p  to  32p  yester¬ 
day.  before  falling  back  to 
dose  at  28p. 


the  black  with  an  operating 
profir  of  £4.1  million,  revers¬ 
ing  last  year's  loss  of  E4.1 
million.  The  biggest  improve¬ 
ments  were  seen  in  the  home 
shopping  division  where  sales 
rose  by  45  per  cent  and 
operating  profits  increased  by 
50  per  cent,  to  £16.5  million. 

In  spile  of  flat  sales  in  its 
traditional  home  shopping 
business,  Mr  Ross  said  that 
the  improvement  reflected  the 
impact  of  the  new  direct¬ 
ordering  Index  Extra  opera¬ 
tion.  The  first  half  also  saw  an 
improving  picture  in  its  130- 
strong  chain  of  Littlewoods 
stores  where  like-for-iike  sales 
rose  by  6.4  per  cent. 

Littlewoods  is  spending 
around  £12  million  this  year 
on  refurbishing  its  stores  and 
opening  four  more,  and  is 
investing  in  the  further  dev¬ 
elopment  of  hs  own  ladies- 
wear  to  home  furnishings 
Berkertex  brand. 

In  spite  of  the  29  per  cent  fail 
in  sales  in  the  Insure  division, 
cost-cutting  helped  to  support 
profits,  which  improved  6  per 
cent  to  £115  million. 

Pools  takings  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  football  season 
have  shown  an  encouraging 
increase.  Mr  Ross  said,  while 
its  weekly  competition  based 
on  half  time  scores  is  also 
performing  well. 

With  the  stronger  second 
half  to  come  the  oudook  is 
encouraging,  he  said.  Third 
quarter  retail  sales  are  up  8 
per  cent  and  the  group  has 
increased  its  market  share. 
The  group  expects  operating 
profits  for  the  12  months  to  be 
significantly  ahead  of  last 
years  £77.7  million. 


Financial  sector 
optimism 
increases  again 


By  Noel  Fung 
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NEWCASTLE  UNITED  Football  Hub  is  to 
step  up  its  appeal  to  businessmen  in  die.  North 
East  by  offering  them  a  chance  to  meet  at  St 
James’s  Park.  The  Newcastle  United  Business 
Club,  officially  launched  yesterday,  features  all 
business  facilities,  including  an  executive 
boardroom,  fax  machines  and  computers,  and 


executive  boxes  overlooking  the  pitch.  Sir  John 
HalL  chairman,  sees  the  dub  as  a  platform  for 
generating  new  commercial  ventures  in  the 
region.  Pictured  at  the  launch  are  Freddie 
Fletcher,  left  chief  executive  of  Newcastle 
United,  and  John  Bridge,  chief  executive  of  the 
Northern  Development  Corporation 


OPTIMISM  in  financial  ser¬ 
vices  surged  sharply  in  the 
third  quarter,  with  life  insur¬ 
ers  and  building  societies  en¬ 
joying  the  largest  rise  in 
business,  but  share  traders 
expect  worse  times  ahead. 

The  quarterly  financial  ser¬ 
vices  survey  by  the  Confedera¬ 
tion  of  British  Industry  (CB1) 
and  Coopers  &  Ly brand,  the 
chartered  accountant,  issued 
yesterday  reported  the  third 
consecutive  quarter  of  sharply 
rising  business  optimism. 

However,  not  all  firancial 
firms  shared  this  optimism. 
Security  trading  reported  a  fall 
in  confidence  compared  with 
three  months  ago.  Security 
traders,  and  general  insurers, 
experienced  falling  business 
volume  in  the  third  quarter. 

Pat  Newberry,  a  partner  in 
Coopers  &  Lybrand,  attribut¬ 
ed  the  traders’  gloom  to  expec¬ 
tations  of  higher  interest  rates 
and  a  belief  that  stock  markets 
may  have  peaked. 

The  survey  further  pointed 
out  that  these  traders,  along 
with  venture  capitalists,  did 
not  expea  business  to  increase 
in  the  fourth  quarter. 

Their  pessimism  was  in 
contrast  to  life  insurers,  fi¬ 
nance  houses  and  building 
societies,  which  displayed 
soaring  confidence  and  report¬ 
ed  modest  growth  in  business 
volume  in  the  third  quarter. 
Riding  on  strong  recovery  in 
consumer  spending,  these  in¬ 
dustries  expect  better  times  in 
the  final  quarter. 

Sudhir  Junankar,  CBI  asso¬ 
ciate  director  of  economic 
analysis,  said;  "The  recovery 
of  consumer  confidence  is 
feeding  through  to  the  finan¬ 
cial  sector." 

Other  confidence-boosting 
factors  included  the  rebound 


in  the  domestic  proper-?'  Mar¬ 
ket  and  the  gradual  rebuilding 
of  the  life  insurance  industry's 
tarnished  image. 

Overall  profitability  in  die 
financial  sector  picked  up 
more  strongly  than  expected 
and  a  similar  rise  is  expected 
in  the  last  quarter. 

Healthy  profit  growth 
stemmed  partly  from 
rationalisation,  particularly 
among  insurance  brokers, 
general  insurers  and  building 
societies,  which  reported  the 
largest  fall  in  employment  in 
the  third  quarter. 

Financial  firms  identified 
the  level  of  demand  as  the  big. 
gest  constraint  on  business  in 
the  coming  year,  rather  than 
domestic  competition,  as  in 
previous  quarters. 

Electronics 
Boutique  ip 
better  shape 

THE  turnaround  at  Elec¬ 
tronics  Boutique  was  un¬ 
derlined  yesterday  when 
the  electronics  products 
retailer  reported  that  hs 
loss  for  the  half  year  to 
June  30  fell  by  half  to 
£326  million,  on  turnover 
of  £245  million,  up  33  per 
cent.  The  company  said 
that  60  stores  will  be 
refurbished  by  mid-Octo¬ 
ber  and  three  new  stores 
will  be  opened  by  Christ¬ 
mas,  raising  the  total  to 
115.  Safes  are  improving 
because  of  the  popularity 
of  new  video  games  and 
the  growth  in  personal 
computer  ownership.  The 
shares  rose  3«p  to  20p. 


PERFORMER 
THE  SHOW 


PIA  inquiry  postpones  DBS  float 


At  Gateway  2000'  pencrrrarce  anc'  value  ar-=  aiv.-ays  top 
of  the  bill.  You');  applaud  cur  straightforward  approach 
because  the  facts  speak  for  themselves.  Let's  put  the 
P5-120  Multimedia  in  the  spotlight  for  example.  Take  a 
close  look  at  the  configuration  on  the  right  and  notice  v/m 
s  showstcppinc  array  of  features  you  get  for  your  money. 
Then  make  up  your  c.vn  mine. 

Just  in  case  you  need  any  more  convincing,  as  a  customer 
of  America's  No.1  direct  manufacturer  c?  PCs'  and  a 
growing  force  in  the  European  PC  market*  -  you'lf  also 
enjoy: 

•  Free  telephone  support  on  ail  your  hardware  and 
software  for  as  long  as  you  own  your  PC. 

•  Tne  reassurance  of  cur  30  day  money-back 
guarantee  (shipping  costs  rot  refundable)  and 
limited  warranties. 

•  The  confidence  that  buying  from  an  award-winning 
Fortune  500  company  with  a  reputation  for  excellence 
brings. 

Visit  our  showroom! 

Poo  into  ouroho'.vrocm  at  10  -Bedford  Street.  Coven;  Garden. 
London  WC2  to  find  out  about  our  world-trass  range  of  value  to 
money  PCs,  or  call  our  fr.endly  sales  team  new. 

Showroom  hours  of  business: 

Start  reaching  for  the  telephone. 
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DBS  Financial  Management,  the  UK* 
biggest  independent  financial  adviser, 
has  shelved  its  plans  for  flotation  on  the 
stock  market  because  it  is  being  investi¬ 
gated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Author¬ 
ity  (PIA).  its  regulator. 

The  investigation  follows  allegations 
against  the  board  made  by  Kenneth 
Stead.  DBS's  former  director  of  compli¬ 
ance.  Ken  Davy.  DBS  chairman,  who  is 
also  on  the  board  of  PIA.  said:  "The  whole 
matter  started  a  few  weeks  ago.  It  is 
absolutely  right  and  proper  that  the  PIA 
carries  out  its  own  investigation.  It  would 


NU  helpline 
besieged  by 
concerned 
customers 

By  Marianne  Curphey 

NORWICH  UNION’S  help¬ 
line  was  swamped  with  more 
than  70.000  calls  yesterday  in 
response  to  the  mutual  life 
insurer’s  plans  to  float  on  the 
stock  market. 

Three  million  of  a  total  five 
million  NU  policyholders 
stand  to  gain  from  a  windfall 
bonanza  of  free  shares,  worth 
an  average  £500  to  each 
policyholder.  Those  with  poli¬ 
cies  which  mature  before  an  ; 
extraordinary  meeting  is  held 
next  spring  will  benefit  from  a 
3  per  cent  bonus  payment  on 
the  maturity  value  of  his  or 
her  policy. 

Most  of  the  queries  were 
over  the  size  of  the  bonus,  but 
NU  is  not  giving  details  of 
individual  payouts  until 
nearer  the  flotation  date.  The 
value  of  the  share  distribution 
will  depend  on  market  condi¬ 
tions  at  that  time. 

Other  callers  were  con¬ 
cerned  that  they  would  lose 
out  on  their  entitlement 
because  they  were  not  the  first- 
named  person  an  a  endow¬ 
ment  or  life  policy.  Like  other 
mutuals  which  decided  to 
float.  NU  has  made  a  strict 
rule  of  only  paying  shares  to 
the  first-named  on  documents. 

NU  appears  to  have  learnt 
from  flic  mistakes  of  other 
companies  which  derided  to 
demutualise.  By  ensuring  a 
very  wide  range  of  policyhold¬ 
ers  will  benefit  from  the 
payout.  NU  has  side-stepped  a 
policyholder  revolt. 


By  Caroline  Merrell 

be  quite  ridiculous  to  issue  a  prospectus 
for  the  float  until  that  investigation  has 
been  completed." 

DBS  commissioned  a  leading  firm  of 
solicitors  to  look  into  the  allegations  made 
by  Mr  Stead.  The  company  claims  that 
the  most  serious  charges  have  not  been 
substantiated.  Mr  Stead,  who  was  with 
DBS  for  seven  years,  has  now  resigned  at 
the  board's  request 
Mr  Davy  claims  that  the  findings  of  the 
report  have  no  financial  bearing  on  hs 
plans  for  a  fuD  listing,  but  added  that  his 
company  had  reviewed  a  number  of  its 


procedures  since  Mr  Stead’s  allegations. 
He  added:  “We  hope  that  this  announce¬ 
ment  puts  everything  in  perspective.  It 
does  not  affect  anything  we  have  said 
previously  about  the  company." 

The  company  is  already  listed  on  AIM 
and  planned  to  be  the  first  firm  to  move 
from  AIM  to  a  foil  quote  at  the  end  of  last 
month.  The  price  of  shares  fell  around  10 
per  cent  from  481p  on  the  news  that  the 
float  was  to  be  postponed.  Last  year,  when 
the  company  came  to  market,  shares  were 
trading  at  I45p.  There  are  2500  small 
firms  under  the  DBS  umbrella. 


C-OP-I 


CANADIAN  OVERSEAS  PACKAGING 
INDUSTRIES  LIMITED 

(incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Canada) 

EARNINGS  ANNOUNCEMENT 
Audited  results  for  the  year  to  30th  June  1996 

(all  funds  expressed  in  thousands  of  Canadian  dollars  except  for 
the  common  share  data) 


Sales 

Earnings  from  Operations 
Less:  Minority  Interest 

Investment  Income 
Gain  on  Sale  of  Marketable  Securities 
Share  in  net  earnings  of  affiliated  companies 
subject  to  significant  influence 

Gain  on  sale  of  company  subject  to 
significant  influence 
Foreign  Currency  Gains 
Earnings  before  taxation 
Taxation 
Net  Earnings 

Earnings  per  Common  Share 


1995/96 

tCSOOO) 

C$180,645 

1994/95 

(C$000) 

C$159,912 

6,648 

9,505 

286 

434 

6.362 

9,071 

8.100 

9,129 

7.857 

13.478 

14,402 

2,489 

1,735 

- 

210 

544 

38,666 

34.711 

3.134 

2.895 

CS 35.532 
CS2.Q2 


C$31,816 

C$1.81 


The  Directors  today  have  doctored  a  regular  dividend  on  the  17.578.125  Common  Shares  N.P.V. 
payabTe  to  Shareholders ^registered  at  the  dose  of  business  on  15th  November  1996  at  the  rate  of 
70  cents  (Canadian)  per  ^ar^Thecomparauve  figure  for  1995  was  65  cents  per  share.  The  payment  A 
date  for  this  dividend  is  6th  December  1996.  ^ 

The  Annual  Report  aid  Accounts  for  the  year  ended  30th  Juno  1995  together  with  the  Notice  of  the 
Thirty  Fifth  Annual  Meeting  mil  be  postod  to  Shareholders  on  the  18th  October  1996  with  the  usual 
press  announoemort  appearing  the  same  day.  The  Thirty  Fifth  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  on 
3rd  December  1996.  Full  details  will  be  Circulated  with  the  Notice  of  the  Meeting. 

3rd  October  1996  -  Order  of  the  Board. 

Suite  1212,  Brunswick  Square,  Germain  Street,  „  r  _r 

Saint  John.  New  Btunswick.  CANADA  E2L  4V1.  Dire^**dS^' 
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